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PROSPECTUS

It was a time for reform in Israel. Josiah was cleaning up the land. Jeremiah had just begun
prophesying. Things seemed to be going in the right direction. The prophets were saying all
was merry and bright. But everything wasnOt as it seemed- or so said God and his prophet,
Jeremiah. Everyone in Jerusalem from prophet to priest, to king and citizen felt as though
times couldn’t have been better. The temple was standing. Alliances were solid. What could
be wrong?

Everything . The temple was beautiful, but it was the place where the unjust gathered to feel
safe. The prophets spoke oracles constantly, but they were seeing peaceful visions from
their own head. The kings were sons of David, but after Josiah, they were nothing like
David. Idolatry was rampant and injustice was widespread. The temple was standing,
everyone was “going to church,” but nobody was really close to the Lord.

Jeremiah was forced by God to prophesy as a young man, but once he started, he couldn’t
stop no matter how many death threats he received. Jeremiah prophesied for about 40
years, but few listened to him. He preached during the days of Josiah until Jerusalem was
destroyed and the remnant left (with Jeremiah) to Egypt. Jeremiah proclaimed his message
by both sermon and prophetic demonstrations (smashing jars, burying underwear, etc.).
While the Book of Jeremiah includes many of Jeremiah’s messages, this book is unique to the
other prophets because we are told so much about the actual prophet through the narratives
of Jeremiah’s interactions with the people. It contains oracle, lament, and narrative. This
book truly takes us into the heart of a prophet who really struggled with both God and his
people.

Here’s the upshot. The Book of Jeremiah challenges us to consider whether we love the Lord
as much as we say we do. It convicts us as it shows how people responded to God’s word in
dishonest ways. It motivates us as we see the faithfulness of a heavily persecuted prophet. It
comforts us as God gives Jeremiah dreams of a future that gave “pleasant” rest to a very
troubled prophet. Whether oracle, narrative, lament, or prophetic demonstration, will seek
to submit to and receive encouragement from the worldview presented by the text.



JEREMIAH 1

Jeremiah was a youth when he was called to be Yahweh’s prophet. He was the son of a priest and lived in
Anathoth of Benjamin — just 3 miles Northeast of Jerusalem. He prophesied from about 627-587 B.C.E. Though
Jeremiah started prophesying around the peak of King Josiah’s reforms (2 Kings 22-23), it is important to realize
the horrors that preceded Josiah in the reign of Manasseh (2 Kings 21) and that continued after Josiah’s death (2
Kings 23:31ff).

It is helpful to ask why we would be given such a view into Jeremiah’s call. After all, this would be mainly read by
people who lived after Jeremiah’s days. For one, this certainly would have set Jeremiah aside from the false
prophets of his day. Second, it would have confirmed that God was serious when he said he was “watching over”
his word to perform it. Third, there may be some practical ramifications for Christians who are given similar
(though not the same) descriptions and purposes as Jeremiah. We aren’t prophets set aside before birth, but we
were chosen before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4), we are a royal priesthood and holy nation set apart to
proclaim God’s praises (1 Pet. 2:9-12), and it was prophesied that we would be known as the priests of the Lord in
the world (Isa. 61:6). As God motivates Jeremiah who spoke God’s word as a prophet, we can receive motivation
as those who have been entrusted with the oracles of the Lord in our modern day.

1. (1:4-10) How does Jeremiah feel about his call as a prophet? (note the similarity to Moses in Exodus
3-4) We may not be prophets, but God has set us aside and gifted us to do his work in various ways
(cf. Rom. 12:3-8; Eph. 4:7-8). What kinds of concerns do we have about this at times?

2.(1:4-10) How all does God deal with Jeremiah’s concerns (and ours in turn)?

Note on verses 9-10. Consider the gravity of what God says here to Jeremiah. Jeremiah having God’s words in his
mouth means Jeremiah has been, in one sense, appointed over all seen reality. He doesn’t just have words of
truth that convict and comfort - as important as that is. Jeremiah has been given a highly exalted position. As
modern possessors of the oracles of God, we are no the same, but we should recognize the massive position God
has put us in. Of all people, God has chosen and entrusted us with a special knowledge of how he rules the world.
What an honor. What an opportunity!

3.(1:11-16) What was the significance of the visions God gave Jeremiah? As priests representing God
today, how could these visions also prepare us for our work? (note: almond in Hebrew sounds like
“watching”; similar to, “You are deer to me” *mental picture of deer*)

4. (1:17-19) Jeremiah would need this encouragement because virtually everyone - friends, family,
political and religious leadership would fight against him. What messages from God do we fear to
bring to the world? To the church? How can God’s message to Jeremiah motivate us?




JEREMIAH 2:1-3:5

Note on 2:18, 36. As Babylon quickly rose to power, Judah tried to seek security through treaties with Assyria
and Egypt, which ultimately hastened her downfall.

1. (2:13) This verse gives a great picture of what idolatry is and one reason why it is so abhorrent to
God and destructive to idolaters. Idolatry is possible without images. Based on this verse, what all do
you learn about idolatry and what it could look like then and now?

2.(2:1-3:5) Why all is it so appalling to God that his people have left him?

3.(2:1-3:5) What pictures of God’s indictment stand out to you as instructive for us today?

4. (2:1-3:5) One thing that is particularly troubling (and instructive) throughout Jeremiah is the
different pictures we are given of Judah’s attitude and responses to Jeremiah’s messages. How all does
Jeremiah characterize their current attitude and response to the message? How can this be
instructive for us?




JEREMIAH 3:6-4:31

1. (3:6-4:4) The Hebrew word for “return” is used 13 times in Jeremiah 3-4, exposing a theme here.
Returning to the Lord and his law was the biggest theme of Josiah’s reign (cf. 2 Kings 22-23), so why
is God still demanding they return to him? What is wrong with Judah that God makes this call? How
could we make the same mistakes that led to Judah’s failure as described in this section?

2.(3:6-4:4) What do God’s people need to do? (see God’s pleas and his characterizations of what true
return looks like) What do you learn from this about a true return to the Lord?

3.(3:6-4:4) What stands out to you from God’s promises of a coming restoration? (as you interpret
visions of restoration, balance the “now but not yet” perspective of Luke-Acts — that God brought, is
bringing, and will bring his end times promises through Jesus’ first coming, final coming, and in the
time between).

4. (4:5-18) What stands out of you from God’s warning of the coming doom? What do you learn
about God’s judgment from this text as you consider the doom that will come upon all individuals
and nations that reject God (and upon the whole world one day)?

5.(4:19-31) What do you learn about God’s heart and purposes in bringing disaster upon his people
from this text?



JEREMIAH 5-6

1. In these chapters, Jeremiah reiterates that terror is coming from the north to destroy everyone and
everything. Why is this coming? What stands out to you as interesting or instructive from Jeremiah’s
indictments in these chapters?

2. Based on Jeremiah'’s oracles in these chapters, how all do the people seem to respond to these
indictments and promises of coming destruction? Why do you believe these kinds of responses can
still be so common among those claiming to be God’s people? How can we avoid their error?

3. Describe the relationship you see in these chapters between the people and the spiritual
leadership. Why all might these things happen? How can we try to avoid their error? (cf. Micah 2:6,
11; 3:5)

4. The book of Jeremiah is most unique among the prophets for helping us see life through the eyes of
this faithful prophet in a post-faith-in-Yahweh culture that still holds onto faith in pretense. What
sense do you get of what it is like to be Jeremiah in these chapters? Why all do you believe it is
important that we see his perspective?



JEREMIAH 7:1-8:3

1. (7:1-15) God tells Jeremiah told to proclaim a scathing rebuke and urgent warning in the gate of
the Lord’s house. According to his message, what is wrong with the people’s thinking and their
relationship to the temple? How could we be in danger of similarly wrong thinking?

2.(7:16-20) God has to get real with Jeremiah here. ODo not pray for this peopleE for | will not hear
you.OHow could God say such a thing? What do you learn from this section? (cf. 1 John 5:16-17)

3.(7:21-29) God repeats many times here that the people refused to listen and obey him. In what way
did they specifically refuse to hear God’s desire here? How could we fail to listen in similar ways

4. (7:30-8:3) What stands out to you as instructive from God’s rebuke and promise here?



JEREMIAH 8:4-9:26

1. (8:4-17) What stands out to you as instructive from God’s indictment and from the
characterization of how the people will come to feel about the coming doom?

2.(8:18-9:11) What stands out to you as interesting or instructive from Jeremiah’s lamentation here?
What do you learn about the challenge of living in a culture that is crumbling - morally and
structurally?

3.(9:12-26) God hopes there will be wise people who will understand what has come to pass and
what they should do about it. What stands out to you as instructive from the responses and turning
God calls for in this section?



JEREMIAH 10

1.(10:1-16; esp. vs. 9) We see here one reason why idols pulled people so much — they were visually
spectacular. Idol makers didn’t carelessly throw up some wood. Idols were crafted by skilled men and
overlaid with silver and gold. Idolatry may have changed in name and in form, but not in how it
attracts us — astonishing man made skill and beauty. From this perspective, where do we need to
beware of idolatry today? What means does Satan use to draw us to these idols today?

2.(10:1-16) How can this section help you practically fight the pull of our world’s spectacles?

Note on 10:2-3. This should cause us to realize that the whole way people think, live, interact with
God's world is flawed. They drool over and make sacrifices to a stationary piece of wood. They are
both stupid and foolish (vs. 8). We need to take care that we don't reject their idols but swallow their
whole way of thinking and living. Don't fear what they fear. Unlearn their ways. Realize the vanity —
the quickly passing nature — of their customs. We shouldn’t assume that any custom of the people is
O.K. unless God has taught it to us. We must let God's word reteach us how to think and what is truly
reasonable and praiseworthy. We must let God reteach us how we should order our lives.

3.(10:17-25) What stands out to you as interesting or instructive from Jeremiah's prayer here?




STRUCTURE OF JEREMIAH

Structure is a notoriously challenging study when it comes to the book of Jeremiah. It is not
organized chronologically, nor by an order that follows a Western logic (‘A’ and so ‘B’ and thus ‘C’,
etc.). One thing modern readers should be aware of is the existence of multiple versions of Jeremiah’s
oracles which vary in size and content. Our goal is not to understand how we have the book of
Jeremiah in our hands today, but to see order and structure behind the seeming chaos we do have.

The following structure is a condensed and adapted from a structure given to me by David Holder.
Holder’s structure relies very heavily on David A. Dorsey’s analysis in his book, The Literary Structure
of the Old Testament: A Commentary on GenesisNMalachi (Baker Books, 1999).

1. Jeremiah 1-12 — Jeremiah’s Call and Messages of Condemnation and Coming Disaster
This section is framed by Jeremiah’s dialogues with God in 1:5-19 and 11:18-12:17.

2.Jeremiah 13-20 — God’s Plans for Judah’s Exile and Jeremiah’s Complaints

The messages brought by Jeremiah seem to spring from his symbolic actions or from events
punctuated by Jeremiah’s complaints. This section is distinct from others in its grouping of
Jeremiah’s symbolic actions and Jeremiah’s complaints to God.

3.Jeremiah 21-29 — Dated Messages about Kings, Prophets, and Others
Seven dated messages startingin 21:1, 24:1, 25:1,26:1,27:1, 28:1, and 29:1. This series of dated
messages has the common theme of kings and prophets leading the people away from God.

4. Jeremiah 30-33 — Words of Hope

Reoccurring themes in these chapters include restoring Israel, re-establishing the Davidic dynasty,
and God’s covenant with his people. Dorsey notes reoccurring verbal connections in this section: (1)
they will be my people, and I will be their God (30:22; 31:1, 33; 32:38), (2) I will restore their fortunes
(30:3,18;31:23;32:44; 33:7, 11, 26), (3) references to rejoicing and celebration (30:19; 31:7-14;
33:11).

5.Jeremiah 34-35 — Dated Messages to Specific Groups and Kings
These two chapters are comprised of words of doom for Zedekiah and hope for the Rechabites (a
contrast between Zedekiah and the Rechabites is probably intended N SK).

6.Jeremiah 36-45 — Messages about Jeremiah’s suffering as God’s prophet

Chapters 36 and 45 feature the work of Baruch as Jeremiah'’s secretary and border this section. The
narratives serve as a series of relentless condemnations of Judah, with the exception of two
foreigners: Ebed-Melchior the Ethiopian (38:7-13) and Nebuzaradan the Babylonian (39:9-14).

7.Jeremiah 46-51 — Oracles against the Nations

The two major powers of the ancient world are located first (Egypt in ch. 46) and last (Babylon in ch.
50-51). Between these two are seven oracles against the nations that begins with the nation nearest
to Judah and then moves to the farthest (starting with Philistia and ending with Elam).

Appendix: Jeremiah 52 —The Fall of Jerusalem
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JEREMIAH 11-12

1.(11:1-17) This first section starts to wrap up with a summary and semi-recapitulation of
Judah’s covenant breaking and God’s warnings. What stands out to you as interesting or
instructive from this section?

2.(11:18-12:6) Just as God promised in 1:19, everyone is fighting Jeremiah — even the people of
his hometown of Anathoth. This is obviously challenging for Jeremiah, who will experience
similar treatment to Christ (cf. Isaiah 53:7; Acts 8:32). What stands out to you as interesting or
instructive from Jeremiah’s exchanges with God here? (cf. 1 John 5:16-17)

3.(12:7-17) God turns the tables on Jeremiah — who is understandably disappointed with his
situation — and God explains what it is like to be in his shoes and what he plans on doing about
it. What stands out to you as interesting or instructive here?
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JEREMIAH 13:1-15:9

1.(13:1-11) God has Jeremiah wear a loincloth, not wash it, travel all the way to the Euphrates to
bury it there, and return there later to retrieve a good for nothing loincloth. Why? How does this
unique image instruct us today?

2.(13:12-27) The image and subsequent message here emphasize the confusion and utter
shame God will bring upon Judah for their adulteries. What stands out to you as instructive
from this message and the unique pictures here of how God will handle their sin?

3.(14:1-12) God’s words in 7:20 (etc.) are starting to come to pass, so Jeremiah calls out to God to
change their welfare. What stands out to you as instructive from this shocking exchange? (cf. 1
John 5:16-17)

4. (14:13-18) This exchange between God and Jeremiah accentuates the challenge of living in a
culture with many varied voices claiming to speak for God. What stands out to you as
instructive about living in times and places like these?

5.(14:19-15:9) It seems here that the people have come to Jeremiah to have him plea to the Lord.
What do you learn from their plea and God’s shocking respond to it?

12



JEREMIAH 15:10-17:27

1.(15:10-21) This section gives us one of the clearest looks into the challenge of being in
Jeremiah’s shoes and who God wanted him to be despite his complaints. What do you learn here
about the challenge of faithful proclamation under persecution and how to endure? (Note: vs.
11-12 are challenging. The NIV sounds like a good phrasing, but their translation requires controversial

exegesis. | lean toward the NET which translates verses 11-14 as God assuring Jerusalem of her doom. OThe
LORD said, OJerusalem, | will surely send you away for your own good. | will surely bring the enemy upon you in
a time of trouble and distress. Can you people who are like iron and bronze break that iron  fist from the
north?00 (Jer. 15:11D12 NET))

2.(16:1-9) What kind of lifestyle and demeanor is Jeremiah told to adopt and why? How can
this help us think about the impact our lifestyle can have on the world and church today?

3.(16:10-21) God was planning to do things that would cause the nations to know the might of
his name — what was he planning to do and why did God expect this to have such a massive
impact on the nations? How does this add color and dimension to the New Testament writings?

4.(17:1-11) God stands in the position of wisdom to show Judah who they are, what is wrong,
and what the remedy is. What stands out to you as interesting or instructive from this text?

5.(17:12-18) What stands out to you as interesting or instructive from Jeremiah’s prayer?

6.(17:19-27) Jeremiah now preaches in the gates of the city: observe the Sabbath and God will
fulfill his promises to you. Why do you think the people continued to break the Sabbath and
what does this teach us about disobedience today? How does this text help us understand the
efforts of the religious leaders in the days of Jesus?

13



JEREMIAH 18-20

1.(18:1-17) Hope is offered to Judah in this demonstration, but they reject it. What stands out to
you as instructive from this demonstration and their response to it?

2.(18:18-23) Note the gradual transformation in Jeremiah'’s disposition toward God and his
persecutors throughout this book. What do you learn here about trust in God and about
enduring persecution? As a test case: consider, what would have happened had Jeremiah
assumed Judah to simply be wayward, not rebellious, and then softened God’s messages?

3.(19:1-13) What stands out to you as instructive from Jeremiah’s prophetic demonstration and
his message? Consider, why use a demonstration like this? What does it accomplish?

4.(19:14-20:18) Consider how challenging this event must have been for Jeremiah — he obeys
God and is beaten for it. This passage gives us another intimate look into the heart of Jeremiah
and his interactions with God. What stands out to you as instructive from this event and from
Jeremiah’s lamentation?
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JEREMIAH 21:1-23:8

We will soon see how the upcoming section (chapters 21-29) deals with JudahOs leadership, false
prophets, and the exile. This lesson will focus on the kings (or shepherds) of Judah. It seems di fferent
messages toward different kings at di fferent times are weaved together here. The chronology of the
kings of Judah is as follows: Josiah, Jehoahaz (Shallum, son of Josiah), Jehoiakim (son of Josiah),
Jehoiachin (Jeconiah or Coniah, son of Jehoiakim), and Zedekiah (son of Josiah).

1.(21:1-23:8) How all did these kings — these sons of Josiah — fail in their kingship? What was

God wanting from these kings? How should this frame the priorities we have for our governing
leaders and spiritual leaders today?

2.(21:1-23:8) How would God deal with these kings because of their injustice and rebellion?
How can this both warn and encourage us today?

3.(23:1-8) What hope did God promise for the future? How should this shape our vision of what
Jesus has come to accomplish in the world and through his people?

15



JEREMIAH 23:9-25:38

1. (23:9-40) What contrasts do you see here between Jeremiah and the false prophets?
Considering that we live in a world that often has false voices that claim to speak for God, what
strikes you as interesting or instructive from this text?

2.(24; 597 BC) What unexpected vision and message does God give Jeremiah here? Why would
this be unexpected? How can this educate us about God’s sovereign will and how he works? (cf.
Genesis 50:20; Romans 11:33-35)

3.(25; 605 BC) Considering the common ancient views of gods whose power was often limited
to geographical regions, how would this text strike those who heard and read it (whether

contemporaries of Jeremiah, exiles, or the nations)? What else stands out to you as interesting or

instructive from this text?
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JEREMIAH 26

1. (26) Consider the situation Jeremiah walks into and how he reacts to it. What stands out to
you as instructive from his example of faithful proclamation?

2. (26) Consider the different reactions to Jeremiah’s and Uriah’s messages and the reasons for
their reactions. What stands out to you as instructive from their examples of listening,
reasoning, and heeding?

3.(26) Consider this passage in conjunction with Matthew 26:61, Acts 6:12-14 and 21:28ff.
What theme emerges and what all can we learn from this?

17



JEREMIAH 27-28

1. (27) Paint the picture: what's going on when God tells Jeremiah to bring this message?

2.(27) Summarize Jeremiah's demonstration and message.

3.(27-28) Summarize the messages of the other prophets.

4. (27-28) Why all would it be so challenging to submit to God's message through Jeremiah?

5.(27-28) Recognizing we are in different situations but that this was preserved for our learning (not

theirs), what all do you believe God wants us to learn from this account?
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JEREMIAH 29

1.(29:1-9) How does God instruct the exiles to live while they are in exile? How might this contradict
other messages or ways of living?

2.(29:1-9) Compare this text to Isaiah 52:7-12 (which looks to the end of exile) and its reference in 2
Corinthians 6:14-7:1. Understanding that Isaiah and Jeremiah were preserved for our learning, how
all can these texts inform how we think, live, and interact with the world around us? (1 Corinthians
5:9-13 may help as well)

Note on 29:10-14. Though the exile will be longer than the people expected, God didn’t want his
people to think he had no plan or purpose for their exile. The exile would bear fruit: they would
finally seek God with all their heart and find him. At the end of seventy years, God would bring them
back onto their own land. He had hopeful plans for them. This refreshing promise would have
certainly kept the people going during the tough times of their exile. Sometimes this text is quoted
with the intention of assuring individual Christians of God’s specific plan and layout for this life to
result in good and physical prosperity. We should take comfort from this text, but we should do so
more carefully, recognizing the hope this text is pointing toward. It is possible that God will —
through our faith — accomplish great things through our lives (see Hebrews 11:32-35). It is also
possible that — because of our faith — horrible things will happen to us that will make life miserable
or even kill us (see Hebrews 11:35-38). For those who originally read this letter, they would have
taken great courage to think of how - in seventy years - they (or their descendants) would be free
from captivity. However, as we read this letter, we can recognize that they did not receive the full
reality of what God promised (Hebrews 11:39-40), and we can look forward to the day when we are
no longer sojourners and exiles (1 Peter 2:11) but living secure and at home in the age to come.

3.(29:15-32) Why do you think God dealt so harshly with the prophets who gave fake hope? How
would their fake testimony impact the people?
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SOME OPTIONS FOR INTERPRETING JEREMIAHOS BOOK OF
CONSOLATION (AND OTHER PROPHETIC HOPE TEXTS)

Note: | am not endorsing all these interpretive options. | only recommend the final approach
(Onow, but not yetO) to interpreting prophetic texts. All approaches a ffirm there will be an
eternal punishment of the wicked, though a minority believes the wicked will be annihilated.

Preterism

These texts began to be fulfilled initially in the first return from captivity and were
ultimately consummated in Jesus' first and second coming — which happened in AD 70
when Jerusalem was destroyed. Christians enjoy the fullness of these promises now. When
Christians die, they go on to their eternal reward in heaven.

Premillennialism

These texts will be fulfilled in the future when Jesus comes to setup his throne in Jerusalem.
This will last for a 1000 year period of time. After this, the saints will go on to enjoy an
eternal reward in heaven and/or the new heavens and new earth. Dispensational
Premillennialism interprets prophetic texts like these as a very literal timeline of events.

Postmillennialism

These texts will be fulfilled during the millennium — a golden age in which Christianity
increases and thrives greatly in the world. This age will culminate in the coming of Jesus
and eternal reward in heaven and/or the new heavens and new earth.

Amillennialism (Some Churches of Christ — Post World Wars)

Singular fulfillment of these texts in the time period from return from captivity up through
the first coming of Jesus and the Day of Pentecost. When Jesus comes, he will gather the
saints to live in heaven eternally, which has no relation to the words of the prophets.

Amillennialism ( "Now, But Not Yet")

These texts began to be fulfilled in shadow-like ways in the first return from captivity, but
are far more substantially fulfilled now that Jesus reigns. We still await a final, full, and
eternal consummation of these pictures in heaven and/or the new heavens and new earth
when Jesus comes. (Many variations exist for interpreting Israel and the land.)
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EVIDENCE FOR A ONOW, BUT NOT YETO INTERPRETATION

Evidence for the incompleteness of the original return from captivity

. Ezra 9:8-9; Nehemiah 9:36-37 — after they had left captivity and were rebuilding on
their own land, the returnees state four times in these texts that they are “still slaves.”

. Zechariah — after many exiles had returned, Zechariah prophecies of the time when all
God’s people would be gathered together (10:8-12). After the people had already begun
rebuilding Jerusalem, he speaks about a time when Jerusalem will be fully restored
frequently throughout the book.

. Simeon (Luke 2:25) and Anna (Luke 2:38) represent the faithful remnant in Jesus’ day—
and they are said to be waiting for the [prophesied] consolation of Israel and redemption
of Jerusalem.

Evidence for continuing ful" llment in Jesus " rst coming through to today

. Jesus (Luke 11:20; 17:20-21) — God's Kingdom was coming upon them in the person
and actions of Jesus.

. Peter (Acts 2:30-36) — Jesus, son of David and of God, reigns now from heaven.
. James (Acts 15:8-17) — The tent of David has been rebuilt.

Other Points of Interest

. Apostles asked in Acts 1:6-8 if it was at that time that he would restore the Kingdom to
Israel. Jesus' response shows he has no problem with their hope in that promise. His
response shows that it is not for them to know the timing of its fulfillment.

. Acts 3:21, Jesus, Owhom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about
which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.O The approach of some from
churches of Christ after the World Wars (pg. 18) must be discarded due to this text.

. In Acts 1:9-11, the apostles are told that Jesus Owill come in the same way as you saw him
go into heaven.OThis suggests that even a symbolic coming of the Lord would not replace
the literal, bodily appearing and coming of our Lord in the future.

. 1 Peter 2:11 — Peter refers to Christians as Osojourners and exilesshowing that our
situation today is, in a sense, parallel to the Jews living in literal exile.

. John 8:31-36 and 2 Timothy 2:24-26 speaks of those who practice sin as being slaves and
held captive. But these texts also point to the reality that we can experience freedom
from slavery (captivity, if you will) now.

. 1 Corinthians 7:21-24 speaks of Christians freedmen and as bondservants of Christ.
Because we have been set free to become servants of Christ, we shouldn’t make ourselves
slaves of men. If one is a slave and can gain freedom, they should do so. However, Paul
primarily wants Christians to remain in the situation in which they were called.

. The year of Jubilee (every 50 years in the Mosaic Law) anticipates the day when all debt
and slavery will end.

. Romans 11:25-26 — however you interpret Israel, this text points to the reality that we
are still waiting for the prophesied salvation of “all Israel.”
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JEREMIAH 30

As you read this Jeremiah 30-33, recognize that it seems much of this began to come to pass in
incomplete, shadow-like ways in the returns from exile and rebuilding recorded in Ezra-Nehemiah.
Consider reading the following section as a generation of believers who have experienced significant
tastes of the freedom from exile and security spoken of here. Also read as those who are still
sojourners and exiles — living in a world dominated by a culture foreign to the Kingdom we pledge
our allegiance to. We are sojourners and exiles anticipating the day when we will be gathered to be at
home with the Lord: secure and joyful in the New Jerusalem and the heavenly country he promises
us. Based on 2 Peter 1:19, we should see the prophetic hope as our light and our hope that shines in
this present darkness - until the Day they speak of dawns and the morning star arises in our hearts.
And, if you struggle to fully put all this together, recognize that even God says that it wouldn't be
until "latter days" that all would be understood (30:24). Finally, as you consider the emotions of exile
and the joy of freedom to return home, Psalms 137 and 126 capture each emotion quite well.

1. (30) As you consider this chapter and Psalm 137, characterize what it would have been like for
Judah to go into and live in captivity-whether physical state, emotional state, spiritual learning, or
other experiences.

2.(30) As you consider this chapter and Psalm 126, what stands out to you as impactful or
encouraging about what it is and will be like to enjoy release from captivity?

3.(30) What else stands out to you as interesting or instructive from this section?
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JEREMIAH 31

1.(31:1-30) What stands out to you as interesting, encouraging or instructive from the vision God
gives Jeremiah of the future?

Note on 31:15 — interpreting exile and exodus. On the way from Bethel to Bethlehem, Rachel died giving
birth to Benjamin and was buried there (Gen. 35:16-20; a sad reminder of the curse of sin from Genesis 3:16 ).
In Jeremiah’s day, Rachel’s “children” were gathered by their captors not far from her tomb and Rachel is
characterized as weeping in 31:15 for her lost children. But God provides comfort in this text: one day your
children will return. And God proved faithful - many returned to reoccupy the land and rebuild by the
time 70 years was up. And yet, the returned remnant emphasized in Ezra-Nehemiah and in Zechariah that
their slavery and exile was not really over. This was confirmed when, after Jesus birth, Herod — the
foreign king over the Jews — slaughtered the baby boys of the entire region around Bethlehem. Matthew
quotes Jeremiah 31:15 as fulfilled in this instance. (OFufilledO does not mean that he read Jeremiah 31:15 as
a prophecy and this event as its completion. Rather, Matthew is saying that the same lamentation that was true

in JeremiahOs day became true once agair).Rachel is weeping again for her children who are still living in a
state of slavery and exile. But Matthew would have expected his audience to also hear Jeremiah’s
consolation as well: there is hope for your future. This is as good of a reminder as any: the New Testament
authors viewed the exile as still ongoing, but they saw Jesus as the one who was accomplishing a
redemption: a new exodus (Luke 9:31) out of slavery to sin and its curses. We today enjoy that exodus. And
in those days when we feel the weight of our continued exile (1 Peter 1:17), we look forward to the day
when Christ returns from heaven to complete our deliverance.

2.(31:31-34) How would the new covenant differ from the previous covenant? What would God
accomplish in his new covenant with his people?

3.(31:31-34) How is this text used in Hebrews 8:6-13? And 2 Corinthians 3? What are the
ramifications of this text on our lives today? Or, how all is our relationship with God different due to
the ramifications of this text?

4. (31:35-40) What stands out to you as interesting, encouraging, or instructing from God’s
assurances here?
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JEREMIAH 32-33

1. (32) While Jerusalem was under siege, God instructed Jeremiah to spend seventeen shekels of
silver to redeem the land of his cousin. What is the meaning of this demonstration? Why is this
confusing and frustrating for Jeremiah?

2.(33:1-13) What opinion did Jeremiah have of Jerusalem and the surrounding cities? How all does
God teach him to think differently about this place?

3.(33:1-13) What principles can we learn from this odd situation God brought about and from the
promise of hope?

4. (33:14-26) What stands out to you from God's amazing promises to restore the the throne,
priesthood, and promises to Abraham?
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JEREMIAH 34-35

1. (34) When God set Israel free from their slavery, he commanded them to set their Hebrew slaves
free every seven years. They did not obey. Under the direction of Zedekiah, the people finally repented
but later turned back to disobedience. As far as you can tell, why did they repent? Why return to

disobedience?

2.(34) What all can we learn from this incident? (motivations, promises, social justice)

3.(35) What all did Jonadab command his children to do? Why? What was his reasoning?

4. (35) What is the meaning of this demonstration? Compare with chapter 34. What all does God
intend from us to learn by putting these two events side-by-side?
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JEREMIAH 36

1. (36) Note the details of how this message came into existence. How all can this look behind the
curtain speak to the authority of God and the various attacks against the authenticity and reliability

of God's word?

2.(36) As you consider the various reactions to Jeremiah's scroll what warnings and learnings do you
believe God intends us to gather here (outside of "don't use my word to lower your heating bill”)? Or,
put another way, Jehoiakim at least had the honesty to burn the word because he didn't like it. What might
we do today when we don't like a message or it makes us uneasy?

3.(36) Imagine living in a day when you saw or heard about this. As you shift to the 21st century
where there a variety of atrocities happening to the written word (whether this is seen in
disregarding it or in gross reinterpreting it), what comfort do you find in this text?
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JEREMIAH 37-39

1. (37-39) What stands out to you as significant or instructive from this narrative?

2.(37-39) Zedekiah is curious about truth from God, but he is unwilling to declare it or do anything
about it. Why? What do Zedekiah's flaws reveal about weaknesses we could be susceptible to? (Cf.
Luke 23:1-5, 18-25 and John 19:1-16 for Pontius Pilate parallel)

3.(37-39) The various government officials are on such high alert against any anti-Israel sentiments
that Jeremiah is arrested and beaten for simply appearing to be a deserter — when all he ever did was
stand on the side of truth. In light of this, how can we learn from Jeremiah's example of “God first” in
contrast to the "country-first" attitude of his tormentors?

4.(37-39) It's easy to become numb to all of Jeremiah's suffering by this point. What is Jeremiah
doing to this suffering upon himself? Could he avoid this? As we seek to be faithful as Jeremiah, Jesus,
and others have been through similar suffering, what encouragement do you get from this narrative?
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JEREMIAH 40-45

Summary of Jeremiah 40-41. Gedaliah has been appointed governor by the king of Babylon. The
remaining Judean captains gather to Gedaliah who declares that all will go well if the remnant will
stay in the land and submit to the king of Babylon. Scattered Judeans who sought refuge in nearby
nations returned to Judah and were well provided for. A Judean official, Johanan, notifies Gedaliah
that the Ammonites have sent another Judean official, Ishmael, to kill Gedaliah. Gedaliah saysitisa
lie, but Ishmael successfully kills Gedaliah. Johanan hears of this and chases off Ishmael and makes a
new declaration: it's time to go to Egypt — the king of Babylon will kill us when he finds out that
Gedaliah (the governor he appointed) has been killed. These chapters set us up for the remnantOs
rejection of GodOs will in Jeremiah 42-44. The narrative demonstrates GodOs willingness to continue caring
for his people (40:7-12), but also the chaos that makes it challenging to trust GodOs protection. Fear of
what Nebuchadnezzar will do when he discovers Gedaliah has been killed causes the remnant to believe
safety will be found in Egypt.

1. (42-43) What stands out to you as instructive from Jeremiah's interactions with the remaining
captains of the people? Why is it so challenging to obey God? How could we be susceptible to this
rebellion in subtler ways?

2. (42-43) God's people are frequently tempted to seek help in Egypt from the beginning of their
existence. It becomes a pattern throughout the biblical story that God promises to provide for his
people, but fear drives them to Egypt. What stands out to you as instructive from this oft-repeated
sequence?

3. (44) What stands out to you as instructive from Jeremiah's final interactions with the remnant in
Egypt? What does this final sequence reveal about this people's desires and faith? How all does this
help us understand the true mindset of those who decide to sin?

4. (45) Why would it have been so challenging to be in Baruch'’s situation? How can God's words to
Baruch help us properly orient our priorities, motivations, etc.? How can an understanding of
Baruch'’s sacrifice build our appreciation of God’s written word?
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JEREMIAH 46-52

1. (46-49) What stands out to you as significant or instructive from the Lord’s declaration of
doom upon the nations? What instructive themes do you see emerging?

2.(50-51) What stands out to you as significant or instructive from the Lord's declaration of
doom upon Babylon?

3.(46-51) As you consider the contents of these chapters, what function would these
oracles serve among the remnant in the days to come? The nations?

4. (52) Why recount these events at the conclusion of the book? What is the point of the
final note in verses 31-34?
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