▪ There is a growing mindset in the world to depend on others for providing for

oneself and their family. (COVID-19, Universal Income, Subsidization)

▪ Provide for Families

▪ 1 Timothy 5:8 8 Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own

household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
▪ We are Commanded by God
▪ Genesis 2:15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and

take care of it.

▪

17 To

Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about
which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’

▪ “Cursed is the ground because of you;

through painful toil you will eat food from it
all the days of your life.
18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you,
and you will eat the plants of the field.
19 By the sweat of your brow
you will eat your food
until you return to the ground,
since from it you were taken;
for dust you are
and to dust you will return.”

▪ 6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away

from every believer who is idle and disruptive and does not live according to the
teaching[a] you received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our
example. We were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone’s food without
paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would
not be a burden to any of you. 9 We did this, not because we do not have the right to such
help, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you to imitate. 10 For even when we were
with you, we gave you this rule: “The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.”
▪ Those in Thessalonica were sitting around waiting for Jesus to come.
▪ “We’ll Work till Jesus Comes”

▪ 9 Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for you

yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 10 And in fact, you do love
all of God’s family throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters, to
do so more and more, 11 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You
should mind your own business and work with your hands, just as we told you, 12 so
that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be
dependent on anybody.

▪ 28 Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but

must work, doing something useful with their own
hands, that they may have something to share with those
in need.
▪ We work to provide for ourselves and others.

▪ 6 Go to the ant, you sluggard;

consider its ways and be wise!
7 It has no commander,
no overseer or ruler,
8 yet it stores its provisions in summer
and gathers its food at harvest.
▪ 9 How long will you lie there, you sluggard?

When will you get up from your sleep?
10 A little sleep, a little slumber,
a little folding of the hands to rest—
11 and poverty will come on you like a thief
and scarcity like an armed man.

▪ 22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when

their eye is on you and to curry their favor, but with sincerity of heart and
reverence for the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not for human masters, 24 since you know that you will
receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are
serving. 25 Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for their wrongs, and there
is no favoritism.

▪ 13 Better a poor but wise youth than an old but foolish king who no

longer knows how to heed a warning. 14 The youth may have come
from prison to the kingship, or he may have been born in poverty
within his kingdom. 15 I saw that all who lived and walked under
the sun followed the youth, the king’s successor. 16 There was no
end to all the people who were before them. But those who came
later were not pleased with the successor. This too is meaningless,
a chasing after the wind.

▪

10 Whoever

▪

11 As

▪

12 The

loves money never has enough;
whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their income.
This too is meaningless.

goods increase,
so do those who consume them.
And what benefit are they to the owners
except to feast their eyes on them?
sleep of a laborer is sweet,
whether they eat little or much,
but as for the rich, their abundance
permits them no sleep.

▪ 18 This is what I have observed to be good: that it is appropriate for

a person to eat, to drink and to find satisfaction in their toilsome
labor under the sun during the few days of life God has given
them—for this is their lot. 19 Moreover, when God gives someone
wealth and possessions, and the ability to enjoy them, to accept
their lot and be happy in their toil—this is a gift of God. 20 They
seldom reflect on the days of their life, because God keeps them
occupied with gladness of heart.

▪

19 “Do

▪

22 “The

▪

24 “No

not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy,[c] your whole body will be full of
light. 23 But if your eyes are unhealthy,[d] your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the
light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!
one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.

▪ Parable of the Talents
▪ Parable of the Vineyards
▪ Parable of the Sower
▪ Reference to the Harvest
▪ All of these stories parallel work and being rewarded for the work that was done.

▪

16 And

▪

18 “Then

▪

20 “But

he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant
harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’
he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and
there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for
many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’
God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then
who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’

▪ At the end of our life, do we want to be able to give an account of all the work we

have done, both spiritual and physical.

▪ 12 “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each

person according to what they have done.
▪ Matthew 16:24-27 24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be

my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life[f] will lose it, but whoever loses
their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone to gain the
whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for
their soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his
angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they have
done.

