Meet the Minor Prophets: Hosea

“Pweese Daddy, I want to pray!”
John A. Smith

I.

Hosea’s message:
A. God’s _______________________________
B. God’s _______________________________
C. And the _____________________ of the two.

II. The text:
A. The story of ____________ and ___________.
(chapters 1-3)
B. Hosea’s ____________ against ___________.
(chapters 4-14)
III. Lessons:
A.

God’s ______________________________
and ________________________________

B. What contributed to Israel’s fall (Hos 4-13) —
1.

________________________ (4.1, 6, 10)

2. ______________________ (5.5, 11, 14-15)
3. ___________________________ (6.1-6)
4. __________________________ (7.8-13)
5.

___________________________ (9.7-9)

6. ___________________________ (11.5-7)
7.

__________________________ (13.1-3)

C. Learn from the _____________ of _________.
(4.15; cf. Rom 15.4)
“Whoever is wise, let him _____________ these things;
Whoever is discerning, let him _______________ them.
For the ways of the LORD are ____________________,
And the righteous will ___________________ in them,
But transgressors will __________________ in them.”
(Hosea 14.9)

She appeared to be three maybe four years old. Blonde
“Shirley Temple-like” curls hung around her rosy cheeks. Her
sweet blue eyes twinkled with the innocence and exuberance
of youth. All of her family had assembled and heaping plates of
Chinese food was in front of them. With great excitement the
precious little girl looked at her father, who was stuffing his
face with the urgency of a condemned man eating his last
meal, and announced, “Pweese, Daddy, I want to pray.”
Thoughtlessly, he continued to stuff egg rolls in his mouth
with seemingly no awareness of his daughter’s plea. Once
again, she begged, “Pweese, Daddy, I want to pray!” “Won’t
you bow, Daddy? We need to pray.”
With her head bowed and her eyes closed, I heard this
prayer from the heart an innocent child: “Thank you God for
this day. Thank you for our food. Thank you for Mommy and
Daddy. Help Daddy learn to pray. Amen.”
Her father never stopped eating, never bowed his head
and never acknowledged the tender petition of his daughter.
How could he appear to be so cold and callused while his
daughter prayed? How could any father deny his daughter’s
plea to pray? I am sure there is more to the story than I will
ever know, but I heard enough to burn with indignation
toward the father and feel compassion for the innocence so
callously rejected.
Fathers, we have the God-given responsibility to take the
spiritual lead in our family. The wise man of Proverbs
repeatedly admonished sons to listen to the instruction of their
fathers (Prov. 1:8; 4:1). This demanded that fathers be actively
involved in the spiritual training of their children. In the New
Testament, fathers are commanded to “not provoke your
children to anger; but bring them up in the discipline and
instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). God has placed this
awesome responsibility squarely on the shoulders of fathers.
Fathers are to be spiritual trainers. As Dick Blackford wrote in
For Husbands Only, “We cannot delegate, hesitate,
procrastinate, and make excuses, but God will finally hold us
responsible. We must meet the challenge. There are some
things in life that if we do not do them when we have the
opportunity, then the opportunity will be gone forever. Childrearing cannot be done at our convenience.”
We cannot leave our children alone to feed, protect, and
educate themselves physically. To an even greater degree,
fathers, we cannot abandon our children expecting them to
spiritually train themselves. We cannot afford to leave their
spiritual education to a god-less world or a secular school
system.
If your children are going to learn to pray, you must teach
them — teaching them in word and by example. Children need
to hear their fathers praying often and passionately. They need
to learn from their father’s heart and lips to express
thanksgiving and praise in prayer, to petition God for “daily
bread,” to share daily concerns and cares with the Heavenly
Father, and do with respect and intimacy.
Fathers, do your children hear you pray? Do they hear you
pray often? Do they hear you pray with emotion and meaning?
“Pweese, Daddy, I want to pray.” Fathers, will you take
the time to teach them to pray?

