Meet the Minor Prophets: Micah
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I.

The text:

A. _______________________________ now,
_______________________________ later.

B. Three oracles — “______________________”
(Micah 1.2; 3.1; 6.1)

1.

“Concerning Samaria and Jerusalem”
(Micah 1-2)

2. “Heads of Jacob and rulers of the house of
Israel” (Micah 3-5)

3. “Hear now what the Lord is saying…”
(Micah 6-7)

II. Lessons:

A. The LORD is the God of ___________________
and _______________________________.

B. _____________________________ beware.
(Micah 3)

C. “Do _______________________________”
(Micah 6.8)

D. “Love ______________________________”
(Micah 6.8)

E. “And to ______________ _______________
with your God” (Micah 6.8)

Several centuries ago in a mountain village in Europe, an
aged nobleman wondered what legacy he should leave to the
people of his town. After some pondering, he decided to build
a new church building for the town.
No one saw the completed plans for the building until
construction had been completed. When the people saw the
building, they marveled at its beauty, but someone asked, “But
where are the lamps? How will it be lighted?”
The nobleman pointed to a series of alcoves along the
walls. Then he gave to each family a candle to bring with them
each time they came to worship.
“Each time you are here, the area where you are seated
will be lighted,” the nobleman said, “but each time you are not
here, that area will be dark. This is to remind you that
whenever you fail to come to worship, some part of God’s
house will be dark.”
The nobleman's gesture shows some insight into the
importance of attendance.
The church building itself is not the house of God — the
Christians themselves who make up the church serve that role.
Paul said to Timothy, “but if I am delayed, I write so that you
may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of
God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and
ground of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). Paul wasn't instructing
Timothy about his behavior in a building; he was instructing
Timothy about his behavior among his brethren. Collectively,
we are the temple of God, as Paul told the Corinthians, “Do
you not know that you are the temple of God and that the
Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16).
Peter wrote, “you also, as living stones, are being built up
a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter
2:5). Continuing Peter’s metaphor, we can conclude that when
members of the church are missing, the walls of God’s house
have holes in them.
Too often as Christians, we focus only on ourselves. We
believe that our presence is unimportant, and our absence is
something that has no effect on others. The writer of Hebrews
corrects this errant notion. “And let us consider one another in
order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some,
but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see
the Day approaching” (Hebrews 10:24-25). We tend to think of
our worship as only a two-party relationship — us and God. It
is actually much more than that. Even calling it a three-party
relationship falls short of describing the experience of
worshipping God among brethren. Our worship is between us,
God, and everyone else in attendance. We worship God in
spirit and in truth (John 4:24); we edify and encourage our
brethren (1 Thessalonians 5:11).
If you fail to come to services, you leave a dark corner in
God’s house. You leave your brethren surrounded by darkness.
When God's house is filled with light, God is glorified, and His
children are edified. When God's house is shrouded in
darkness, God knows it, and His children who do attend feel it.
Are you serving God and your brethren by shining your light
or are you leaving God’s house in darkness?

