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ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Sunday:
9:30 AM Worship
11:00 AM Bible Study

Wednesday:
7:30 PM Bible Study

Pat Butler fell on Friday and broke a bone in her pelvis. She is
home and will have to be in a wheelchair for a while. Scott
and Charlotte are currently in Colorado, please pray and see
what the family may need in the coming days and weeks!

Jeff Kornfeld is in the hospital after going in with shortness
of breath. He has been diagnosed with COPD and they are
working to get his medications in order before releasing him.

Rudy Black is in Florida this weekend visiting his brother
who has had some accumulating health concerns. Cheryl’s
sister also just had a surgery related to diabetes.

We have a few others traveling this weekend: Mark and Kim
Mann are in New Mexico, Brian and Deb Haley are in Tulsa,
Mike and Linda Pharris are in Dallas, and Robert McDonald
has gone to Alabama for Delila Williams' memorial service.

Sarah Acton’s father has been put on hospice; please pray for
her and her family. Her mom’s dad is also on hospice, so it is a
difficult time for the family right now.

Keep Muffy Garrett’s family in prayer as her mom (Beverley)
battles cancer and her nephew (Truman) has recently
finished radiation treatments.

Pray for others with chronic health concerns: Laura Claburn,
Jan & Richard Cooper, Mike Flinn, Deb Haley, Janice
Kimbrough, Johnny Martinez, Anna Miekle, Bob Stark.

Sermon Title: Reasons for Gratitude (Romans 8)

SCHEDULE SERVICE BIBLE CLASSES

Welcome - |. Davies New Songs/Thessalonians
Song Leader - N. Lovinggood e Steve Garrett
Opening Prayer - H. Banks
Communion Talk - F. Sparks
Lesson - S. Garrett
Announcements - D. Broad...
Closing Prayer - D. Kimbrough
Wed. Songs - D. Broadwell
Wed. Invitation - A. Morolez
Wed. Praver - L. Williams

e Auditorium

Middle - High School
e Daniel Broadwell
e Upstairs

Classes for All Ages
e God's Mighty Hand
e Back Classrooms

WHO ARE WE?

A group of God's
children, striving to
maintain the
organization,
doctrine and
worship as taughtin
the New Testament

ELDERS
Brian Haley
Mark Mann
Mike Pharris

DEACONS

Scott Clanton
David Haley
Mitchell Howell
Dan Kimbrough
Jesse Knapp
John Moon

Alex Morolez
Gregory Williams

EVANGELISTS

Daniel Broadwell
Steve Garrett

CoNTACT US
8001 S. Rice Ave
P.O. Box 1029
Bellaire, TX 77402

bellairechurchofchrist.org

DIRECTORY
UPDATES

Email:
danieljady@gmail.com
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Prayer’s Purpose in the Psalms
by: Brian Messerli (www.psd.church)

It’s easy to forget prayer’s purpose. If we’re not careful, we can turn prayer into a genie session where
our wish is God’s command, a therapy session where our goal is simply to feel better, or a list of
empty phrases on repeat. In the Psalms, prayer’s purpose is communication in relationship with God.
Written in a covenant context (Lev. 26:12), we find all the key elements of relationship in the
psalms.

1) Communication in all seasons. Sometimes we only talk to God once in a while. “Hi there. It’s me
again God. I know it’s been a while, but I could really use some help.” Can you imagine a marriage
like that? Or a parent/child relationship like that? The Psalms show regular, consistent
communication with God in good times and bad. “Evening and morning and noon I will complain
and murmur, and He will hear my voice.” (Psalm 55:17). “Seven times a day I praise You, because
of Your righteous ordinances.” (119:164). “My tongue shall declare Your righteousness and Your
praise all day long.” (35:28).

2) Authenticity. Sometimes we talk to God, but we don’t tell Him what’s going on with us. Maybe we
hide our anger because we'’re afraid it’s sinful, we hide our sadness because it’s too painful, or we
hide our fear and doubt to make God think we’re good and faithful. Can you imagine a marriage like
that? A parent/child relationship like that? We can’t have genuine relationship if we bottle up our
feelings. Besides, God already knows what we’re thinking and feeling anyway, so we might as well
just tell Him. “You know when I sit down and when I rise up. You understand my thought from
afar.” (Psalm 139:2). If you're scared, tell Him. “I have heard the slander of many, terror is on every
side; while they took counsel together against me, they schemed to take away my life.” (31:13). If
you're lonely, tell Him. “Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted.” (25:16). If
youre angry, tell Him “You have rejected us and brought us to dishonor...You sell your people
cheaply and have not profited by their sale.” (44:9,12). Authenticity creates connection and the
peace that comes by being truly known and understood by God.

3) Love and respect. In the Psalms, authentic communication takes place within a context of
adoration and admiration. Authenticity doesn’t mean flipping out on God. All “outbursts of anger”
are sinful (Gal. 5:20) We shouldn’t do that to our spouses, parents, or children, and woe to those
who burst out against God! Even when the Psalmists express hard feelings toward God, it’s always
clear they have a deep love for God and respect for who He is. Psalm 88, the most negative of all the
Psalms, starts with, “O LORD, the God of my salvation...”. Psalm 44, the second most negative, is
sprinkled with praise. May the Psalms help our prayers reflect genuine relationship with our God.
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