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ANNOUNCEMENTS:

WHO ARE WE?

• Join us today for our Singing and Prayer Service at 1:30!
• Bill Mann is getting married to Anna Lee Coffee in Vermont
this Tuesday. Bill is already up there, and several others have
either already left or will be leaving soon. Pray for the safety
of everyone traveling and rejoice with the Mann family!
• Pat Butler continues to recuperate from her fall. She has a
fracture in her pelvis and is dealing with pain and lack of
mobility. Please pray and see what the Clantons may need!
• Janice Kimbrough is battling pneumonia on top of other
health problems she faces. Please pray for her and check with
Dan to see what can be done for them.
• Sarah Acton’s grandfather passed away last week. Pray for
Sarah and her mom; Sarah’s father is on hospice as well.
• Keep Muffy Garrett’s family in prayer as her mom (Beverley)
battles cancer and her nephew (Truman) has recently
finished radiation treatments.
• Pray for others with chronic health concerns: Laura Claburn,
Jan & Richard Cooper, Mike Flinn, Deb Haley, Johnny
Martinez, Anna Miekle, Bob Stark.
• Sermon Title: By Him, Through Him, For Him

SCHEDULE
Sunday:
9:30 AM Worship
11:00 AM Bible Study
Wednesday:
7:30 PM Bible Study

SERVICE
Welcome – N. Lovinggood
Song Leader – R. McDonald
Opening Prayer – J. Tom
Communion Talk - B. Haley
Lesson – D. Broadwell
Announcements – M. Pharris
Closing Prayer - M. Krueger
Wed. Songs - A. Morolez
Wed. Invitation - B. Ward
Wed. Prayer - TBD

BIBLE CLASSES
New Songs/Thessalonians
• Steve Garrett
• Auditorium

Middle - High School
• Daniel Broadwell
• Upstairs
Classes for All Ages
• God’s Mighty Hand
• Back Classrooms

A group of God’s
children, striving to
maintain the
organization,
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worship as taught in
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Open to God
by: Gary Henry (wordpoints.com)
“For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God
which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word
of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.” (1 Thessalonians 2:13)
BEING TRULY OPEN TO GOD MEANS NOT ONLY THAT WE ARE WILLING TO ACCEPT
THE TRUTH ABOUT HIM BUT THAT WE ARE EAGER TO WELCOME HIM INTO OUR
HEARTS AND LIVES. The Thessalonians to whom Paul had preached the gospel were not
gullible, but there is no denying that they were favorably disposed toward the possibility that
what they had heard might be the truth. And when they were shown sufficient evidence to
convince them that the message was indeed true, they did not hesitate to respond to it
obediently. “When you received the word of God which you heard from us,” Paul wrote, “you
welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God.”
The thing that often makes us less than receptive to God, of course, is the fact that He calls
upon us to “put off the old” and “put on the new” (Ephesians 4:20-24). We cannot have God
without turning away from the things that separated us from Him in the first place. He
requires us to let go of our sinful self-will, give up the ill-gotten gains of our disobedience,
and make a radical commitment to yield to His will for the rest of our lives.
Decisions about repentance and obedience are always difficult. In many cases they turn out
to be quite painfully difficult. But there is no other cure for what ails us. And if turning away
from our sins is something we’re not willing to do, for whatever reason, then it’s not likely
that God will find a welcome reception in our hearts. On the other hand, if we’ve caught any
glimpse of the joy that fellowship with God would bring to us, then no price will be too great
to pay to learn that love. We’ll not even balk at the requirement of repentance. Our hearts
and our minds will be open to Him. We will be ready to receive whatever He has for us.
Come, my Light, and illumine my darkness.
Come, my Life, and revive me from death.
Come, my Physician, and heal my wounds.
Come, Flame of divine love, and burn up the thorns of my sins,
kindling my heart with the flame of your love.
Come, my King, sit upon the throne of my heart and reign there.
For thou alone are my King and my Lord.
(Dimitri of Rostov)

