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Faith, Hope, Love
(Jay Bowman)
“We give thanks to God always
for you all, making mention of you
in our prayers, remembering
without ceasing your work of faith,
labor of love, and patience of hope
in our Lord Jesus Christ in
the sight of our God and
Father knowing, beloved
brethren, your election
by
God.”
(1
Thessalonians 1:2-4)
Paul begins this
epistle with a warm commendation
of the Thessalonian Christians. They
were always on his mind. They were
always in his prayers. Paul had had
some very anxious times in
Thessalonica (see Acts 17:1-9).
This might cause a man of less
noble character to put them out of
his mind, to close the book on the
city and its people.
That is often the result when
one has unpleasant experiences in
a place. But, Paul remembered
them continuously and with much
pleasure. He gave thanks for them
before God’s throne.

Work of Faith. He remembers
without ceasing their “work of
faith,” i.e. their work that faith
produced. Faith is the basis of
everything we do. It is more than a
passing acknowledgment of Christ’s
deity, more than a brief confession
of His lordship. The word “faith” has
been vastly changed in the hands of
Calvinistic teachers.
It did not mean to
believe
something
without evidence. To the
contrary, the word in the
plural is often translated
“the proofs,” that is the evidence,
the things that inspire confidence.
It expressed a high degree of
confidence based on strong
evidence.
Faith without works is really a
contradiction of terms. But for the
desire to enjoy faith’s benefits
without labor’s weariness, such a
thing
would
never
be
contemplated. Faith and inactivity
are direct opposites.
This is true because God
requires us to be active. He created
us for activity (Ephesians 2:10). One
example of the Thessalonians’
activity was that they “sounded

forth” the word not only in
Macedonia and Achaia but also “in
every place.” Their faith had
produced this.
Faith always produces works.
Works are therefore a pretty good
measure of one’s faith. If you want
to know how much faith a man has,
look at what he does.
Labor of Love. Labor is
distinguished from work in that
labor is difficult work. It is
wearisome toil. “Work” is the more
general term; labor, more specific.
Work may be pleasant or
unpleasant. Labor is troublesome
and dreary.
But, love makes toil more
bearable. Jacob served seven years
for his wife, Rachel (Genesis 29:20).
It was hard work. Yet, it “seemed
but a few days because of the love
he had for her.” Love makes labor
more bearable, and the time passes
faster.
The
Thessalonians
had
received the word in much
affliction. Their job was difficult
from the beginning. But, they could
tolerate the difficulty because of
the “joy” they felt (1 Thessalonians

1:6). Love renders even difficult
things joyous.
Patience of Hope. ”Patience”
means the ability to hold out under
stress. The word Paul used means
“remaining under” or “remaining
absolutely,” that is, digging in and
holding out, staying power under
difficulty.
Hope makes it possible to hold
out under stress. Hope is the vivid.
This is about expectation of success
of relief, of reward.
When the human mind, filled
with joy and love, projects itself
into the future, partaking of the
bliss and honor due to the faithful,
this hope makes difficulty more
bearable.
The
Thessalonians
concentrated not on the miseries of
the moment but on the rewards of
the future. Their vivid hope inspired
a
commendable
endurance.
“Patience” (endurance) grows out
of hope.
Hopeful
Christians
can
summon courage, persistence and
strength that others, less hopeful,
never know.
But, when hope goes,
endurance goes. People who lose
hope lose their courage. Faith is the
basis of what we hope for (Hebrews
11:1). So the word of God is the
source of hope.
The Bible (Romans 10:17)
provides first faith and love, then
endurance
and
joy,
then
persistence in good works.

Perhaps Today
(Annie Lind Woodworth)
Perhaps today our Lord will come
To bear us to our much-loved home.

Before the evening shadows fall
May sound the longed-for
clarion call;
Then out of sorrow,
tears and strife,
We’ll rise to realms of joy and life.
Perhaps today will be the last,
And time shall be forever past.
Our light affliction will be o’er.
Then Glory! Glory! evermore!
These days of toil and pain will cease

And faithful workers rest in peace.
Perhaps today mine eyes shall see
The Lamb of God who died for me:
Oh, nothing else will matter then.
If unto Him I’ve faithful been.
Live for that day, O soul of mine,
And joy eternal shall be thine.

Do you know the story?
Where did it take place?
How did the story end?
Check out Genesis 22.

Chasing Small Ends
(John C. Maxwell)
Robert J. McKain said, “The
reason most major goals are not
achieved is that we spend our time
doing second things first.”
Some years ago, a headline
told of three hundred whales that
suddenly died. The whales were
pursuing sardines and found
themselves marooned in a bay.
Frederick
Broan
Harris
commented, “The small fish lured
the sea giants to their death. They
came to their violent demise by
chasing small ends, prostituting
vast powers for insignificant goals.”
And Jesus answered and said to her,
"Martha, Martha, you are worried
and troubled about many things. But
one thing is needed, and Mary has
chosen that good part, which will not
be taken away from her."
(Luke 10:41-42)

Ten Reasons Why We Must
Reach Out To People
(Selected)
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Unless God was mistaken in
His concern, we must reach
out to people.
Unless God’s revelation of
Himself in Christ was a
meaningless gesture, we must
reach out to people.
Unless Jesus blundered when
He created the church, we
must reach out to people.
Unless
the
disciples
misunderstood what Jesus
told them to do, we must
reach out to people.
Unless no one is presently in
bondage to sin, we must reach
out to people.
Unless the penalty for sin is no
longer death, we must reach
out to people.
Unless the gospel is no longer
the Good News, we must
reach out to people.

8.

Unless God’s “whosover will”
has been withdrawn, we must
reach out to people.
9. Unless the Kingdom of God has
vanished from the earth, we
must reach out to people.
10. Unless Christ’s coming for His
own has been canceled, we
must reach out to people.

Renewing a love for God begins
with renewing a love for the word
of God. The Bible tells us who God
is, why He does what He does,
and how He blesses us with the
things of this life and the life to
come. Renewing a love for God is
to rekindle a heart-felt devotion
to love God with all the heart,
soul, mind, and body.
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