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The Christian and God: Loving or Wrathful? 

ÅGod is not loving OR wrathful; He is loving AND 
wrathful. 

Åάaƻǎǘ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ Χ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǘǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ 
doctrine of the wrath of God very much as the 
Victorians treated sex. It is there, but it must 
never be alluded to because it is in an undefined 
ǿŀȅ ǎƘŀƳŜŦǳƭΦ ΧDƻŘ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΤ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ 
not associate him with wrath. God is love; 
therefore he is indefinitely tolerantΦέ ό¢ƻƴȅ [ŀƴŜΣ 
Theological Essays on the Love of God; Eerdmans Pub.) 



ÅGen. 6:5-8 - ά¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ǎŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually. And the LORD was sorry that 
He had made man on the earth, and He was 
ƎǊƛŜǾŜŘ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ {ƻ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨL ǿƛƭƭ 
destroy man whom I have created from the face 
of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing 
and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have 
ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƳΦΩ .ǳǘ bƻŀƘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ [hw5Φέ 
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ÅEx. 34:6-7 - ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘƛƳ 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ [hw5Σ ǘƘŜ [hw5 DƻŘΣ 
merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and 
abounding in goodness and truth, keeping 
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, by no means clearing 
the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children and the children's children 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦΩέ 
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