The Serenity Prayer
God grant me the serenity To accept the things I can not change
The courage to change the things that I can
And the wisdom to know the difference between the two.
I. The Things I Can Not Change
Jeremiah 13:23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots? Then may you also do
good who are accustomed to do evil.
Matthew 6:27 Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?
2 Samuel 12:23 But now he is dead; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to
him, but he shall not return to me."
2 Corinthians 12:8-9 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart
from me. 9 And He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in
weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me.
Philippians 3:13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead,
II. The Things I Can Change
Colossians 3:5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication,
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry
Colossians 3:8-11 now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy,
filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man
with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the
image of Him who created him,
Colossians 3:12-15 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies,
kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one
another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.
14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.
James 2:15-16 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says to
them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do not give them the things which are
needed for the body, what does it profit?
III. The Wisdom To Know The Difference
Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 6
In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.
Proverbs 9:10 "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy
One is understanding.

