Times of Services
Sunday
9:00 a.m. Bible Study
10:00 a.m. Worship

•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

•

Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Bible Study

Other Study and Worship Opportunities
The Pines/Cady Hills Bible Study -Sun. & Thurs. at 7:00 p.m.
Young Bible Scholars --To be announced.
Lady’s Bible Classes at YMCA – To be announced.
Don’t forget homebound members can view the Sunday
Bible Class live (9:00 a.m.) and Sunday Sermon (about 10:20
a.m.) on Facebook on the public East Columbus church of
Christ Facebook page or view afterwards streaming anytime.
Third Sunday Neighborhood Bible Study – 3:30 p.m. TBA
Gospel Meeting – Jan. 23-28, Northside - Starkville, Bill Hall,
Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 a.m., Sun. evening service 6:00 p.m.,
weekday services Mon.-Fri. 7:00 p.m.
News and Notes
Prayer Requests: Doug Wheeler, Steve Coburn, Mike Butler,
Lee Gallop, and the Andy Elliott Family.
Sick: David Fry is recovering from COVID.
Deaths: We were all saddened by the loss of Elbert Logan on
December 4th ,longtime member and father to Gail Lowrey.
Also, former member Carolyn Roberson passed away
December 4th in Jackson, MS.
Members Moving -We will all miss the following families that
will be moving in the next weeks and months: David and
Elizabeth Fry who will be moving to Birmingham, AL, David
and Debbie McGee to North Alabama, and Brandon and Kim
Solomon and children to Northern Italy on Air Force
assignment.

Contact Information:
East Columbus church of Christ, 811 Alabama Street, Columbus,
MS 39702; Telephone: (662) 328-6227
Website: eastcolumbuschurch.org
Minister – Darrell Powell
Please address comments for the East Columbus Bulletin to Ed
Williams at 662.323.9502 or glenedwilliams@yahoo.com.
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Another Year

The year is closed, the record made,
The last deed done, the last word said.
The memory remains
Of all its joys, its griefs, its gains.
And now with purpose full and clear,
We turn to meet another year.
–Robert Browning
Another year provides us with an exciting opportunity to make a fresh
start. To begin again. To set new goals. To redefine our priorities. To
reevaluate our values. And to refocus our purpose in life.

Another year, of course, brings with it so many unknowns. We had big plans
for 2020. Who could have foreseen everything shut down due to a
worldwide pandemic?

…Revive our spiritual longings.

When we turned the calendar this time last year to 2021, we thought
everything would soon return to normal. But, here we are. Still talking about
a virus that has turned everything upside down. Affected everyone’s life.
And impacted the ministry of every preacher, pastor, and church.

…Return to the Lord.

So, now we come to another year. What will it bring?
Another year will likely be a mixture, as Browning expressed it, of joys, griefs,
and gains. While we make plans, set goals, and seek to move forward, no
one knows what problems, challenges, and obstacles lie ahead. Nor do we
know what unexpected pleasures, successes, and serendipities await us.
As we begin another year, one thing, however, is certain. We each have
within us the power of choice. We can choose the attitude with which we
face every circumstance, whether favorable or unfavorable. Psychologist and
author, Dr. J. Martin Kohe, did not overstate the case when he wrote, “The
greatest power a person possesses is his power to choose.

…Restore our heavenly vision.

…Reinforce our Biblical values.
Another year challenges us to become what we’re created to be. A new
person conformed to the image of Christ. George Eliot was right when he
wrote, “It’s never too late to be what you might have been.”
Another year, of course, offers the same certainty as in years past. God’s
grace, love, and mercy will remain constant and limitless. Jesus Christ will
continue to rule and reign as King of kings, and Lord of lords. The Holy
Spirit will intercede for us in prayer and offer us an incentive to holiness
through His indwelling.
Another year is a chance for us to choose…
…Christ over culture.

It’s another year to choose the people with whom we associate. The way we
spend our money. What habits we develop. How we manage our time. The
books we read. The music we listen to. The food we eat. The words we say.
The attitudes we display. The deeds we do. The lifestyle we pursue. And the
Master we choose to serve.

…Truth instead of tradition.

Another year provides us an opportunity to….

…Hope rather than doubt.

…Reestablish our course in life.
…Revitalize buried dreams.
…Repair ruptured relationships.
…Renew our commitments.

…Spirituality not religiosity.
…Faith over fear.

…Love instead of hate.
Another year. Another chance to get it right. Will it be a new verse? A new
chapter? A new book? Or just the same old story of past years? The good
news is that we each get to be the author of our own narrative. However,
if we allow someone else to write it, we may not like the ending.
Happy New Year! Welcome to another year.
–Ken Weliever, The Preacherman, 1/1/2022

