Times of Services
Sunday
9:00 a.m. Bible Study
10:00 a.m. Worship

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•

Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Bible Study

Other Study and Worship Opportunities
The Pines/Cady Hills Bible Study -Sun. & Thurs. at 7:00 p.m.
Young Bible Scholars --To be announced.
Lady’s Bible Classes at YMCA – To be announced.
Sunday Sermon is recorded and placed on Darrell Powell’s
Facebook page and can be viewed later when posted
Third Sunday Neighborhood Bible Study – 3:30 p.m. TBA

News and Notes
Prayer Requests: Doug Wheeler, Steve Coburn, Mike Butler,
Lee Gallop, and the Andy Elliott Family.
Sick: Laura Allen underwent shoulder surgery January 31 and
will be undergoing rehab therapy. Benny Parker’s father has
undergone heart surgery recently and continues to have
health issues. Willis Logan is undergoing cancer treatment.
Deaths: Johnnie Shappley, former member, passed away
January 22nd.
Members Moving -David and Elizabeth Fry will be moving to
Birmingham during the month of February to be near their
son, Chris, and family. We all wish them well in this new
chapter in their lives.

Contact Information:
East Columbus church of Christ,
811 Alabama Street, Columbus, MS 39702;
Minister – Darrell Powell
Website: eastcolumbuschurch.org
Facebook: East Columbus church of Christ
Editor - Ed Williams at 662.323.9502 or glenedwilliams@yahoo.com.
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Lot’s Choice
Lot is sadly missing from the list of the faithful in Hebrews 11. Although he is called a righteous man by the Apostle Peter, his choices in life
left a trail of misfortune for himself, his family, and his descendants. God
had blessed both Abraham and Lot with gold, silver, and cattle – so much
so that their herdsmen quarreled about grazing land. Abraham said to lot:
“Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren. Is not the whole
land before thee? Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take
the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand,
then I will go to the left.? (Gen. 13:8-9)
At this juncture Lot made a bad decision. He “pitched his tent toward Sodom.” Likely because of that decision, his wife was turned into a
pillar of salt, his sons-in-law mocked him, his daughters seduced him, and
he spawned two nations of idolatrous people. (Gen. 19)
The Butterfly Effect is the meteorological theory that even the
smallest of perturbations, such as the flapping of a butterfly’s wings, can alter the course of much larger events, such as a tornado, in the days ahead.
If butterflies can affect such changes, we humans are surely immersed in
the goings on in the world. From decisions in combat, to the upbringing of
children, to the simple words and examples we share it with others, our decisions and actions can have profound effects in the lives of others, and
even in national/world-wide events.
God sets some things as absolutes which set parameters to our
lives, such as the Creation, the crucifixion of Christ (Acts 2:23) , the judgment, and the answering of prayers; but within large limits we all mold,
shape, and affect one another.

*Lot was selfish. There is no indication in the text that he considered
giving preference to Abraham. Abraham was older, he received the promises, and he was the leader of the clan from Ur of the Chaldees. We must
give Lot credit for following his uncle when God directed him to the land of
Canaan, however, Lot’s character was not exactly like that of Abraham.
From stories like Lot’s, New Testament teaching is distilled into passages like Philippians 2:3-4: Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory;
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look
not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.
Paul’s admonition to the church members at Corinth was this: Now I
beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all
speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye
be perfectly jointed together in the same mind and the same judgment. (1
Cor. 1:10)
Abraham did not suffer as a result of giving Lot the choice. Immediately after the record of Lot’s decision, God reassures Abraham that the land
will belong to his descendants. (Gen. 13: 14-18) God loves a cheerful giver
and makes sure that he or she has the things necessary for a good and fruitful life. (2 Cor. 9:7-8)
*Lot was materialistic and worldly. He was missing that essential insight, shared by Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, of the city which God is preparing for the faithful. (Heb. 11:13-16) While Lot was looking at the city lights of
Sodom, the Patriarchs were looking by faith at the eternal city in heaven.
Lot might have had help from his wife and daughters when deciding
where to pitch his tent. Jesus said, “Remember Lot’s wife,” referring to her
inability to resist looking backward at the world, even as the angels took her
by the hand, leading her to salvation. (Gen. 19) We must not grow so attached to the things of the world that we devalue heaven.
His daughters were certainly not a good influence. (Gen. 19:30-38)
Had Lot pitched his tent more toward heaven, the atmosphere at
home would surely have been different. Laying up treasures in heaven is
every man’s and woman’s job – the good deeds, the faithful support of the
godly, and simple devotion to God.
The godly life is more likely to be lived with the minority. Jesus said
that the broad way leads to destruction, and that the way to life is narrow,
that few will go into life. (Mt. 7:13-14)

*Lot was Short-sighted. He was like the Christian who fails to add
the virtues to his life – “blind and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten
that he was purged from his old sins.? (2 Pet. 1:8-10) The term myopic is
used, meaning near-sighted. Some people can see things which are immediate and up close, but they cannot see the future in the distance. While
Abraham was considering the promise of many nations and the blessing
for all the nations, Lot was thinking about Sodom and the beautiful plains.
What can I do to insure blessing for my wife, my children, my
neighbors, my descendants? Peter’s discussion goes like this:” …Make
every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with
knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly
affection, and brotherly affection with love.” (2 Pet.1:5-7 ESV)
Life is like driving a car. Consider the size of the rear-view mirror
compared to the size of the windshield. Yes, we need to see where we’ve
been, but the most important view is where we’re going. Some of us are
even required to wear glasses to help us see in the distance.
A note of hope to those who have made their bad choices in the
past. This same apostle Peter uses Lot as an example for how God can deliver the righteous while reserving the ungodly for the last day. (2 Pet. 2:79) While Lot was not listed with the Patriarchs, he certainly was better
than the citizens of Sodom. He protected those visitors who came for his
salvation. His soul was vexed by the outrageous behavior of his neighbors.
There is much to be said for knowing right from wrong. There are
generations of people show call evil good and good evil (Isa.5:20), and
masses who don’t know the difference. Those who do know the difference
have it within their power to repent, to take action for their own salvation.
Perhaps the butterfly effect of their obedience will affect a great
salvation, like a tornado, for those close to them, for those far away, and
even for the nations.
George Hutto, Tidings Vol. 35, No. 4, April 2021
Mt 28:18-20 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. "Go therefore and make disciples of
all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, "teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and
lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."

