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Thank you for picking up a copy of our Sermon 

Snapshot! We hope you will use this tool for 

personal study or an easy to use template when 

studying with friends and neighbors about 

important spiritual matters! 

 

If you would like more information either through 

CD or download, please visit our website for this 

sermon and many more. If you would like a 

personal bible study with our evangelist or Elders 

please contact us as well! 

 

 

 

 

Similar Lessons available for 

download on our website! 

Call It What It Is! 

The Story Going Around 

 Attempts to Justify Instrumental Music in 

Worship 

 

1 Corinthians 14:23-26 was written during the 

age of miracles (see verse 23, “tongues”). But it 

does give a glimpse into the assemblies of our 

brethren in the first century. And one thing it 

shows is that they gathered to sing psalms (verse 

26, and compare verse 15). To the extent that we 

can follow their example, we must do likewise (1 

Corinthians 11:1).  

 

Let’s study the important topic of music in 

worship and hopefully after reading our 

snapshot you have a few things to consider. This 

is what the Bible teaches about music in New 

Testament worship. Let us learn it, respect it, 

and live by it. And let’s teach it to others without 

shame, for it is the TRUTH of God’s holy word 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s note some preliminary truths… 

 We must have “authorization” for ALL that we do 

in service to God (Colossians 3:17; 2 John 9-11) 

 Authorization comes by command (1 Corinthians 

14:37), example (1 Corinthians 11:1), implication 

(Hebrews 7:12) 

 

Our music must be worshipful (Hebrews 13:15) 

 The main purpose of singing is NOT to entertain 

self or others, but to worship God! 

 This is why we do not have solos, duets, and choirs 

– things that tend to entertain! 

 

Our music must be spiritual (1 Corinthians 14:15) 

 Worship is not simply a “ritual,” but must proceed 

from a proper attitude (i.e., spirit) 

 If our “heart” is not in it, then it’s not worship at all, 

but a vain ritual! (Matthew 15:8-9) 

 

Our music must be instructional (Colossians 3:16) 

 Not only do we worship, but we teach (edify) one 

another! Songs are easily remembered! 

 This also governs subject matter for music: psalms, 

hymns, and spiritual songs vs. secular 

 

Our music must be personal (Colossians 3:16) 

 Note, too, that we must teach and admonish “one 

another” (each one must sing!) 

 No one can sing FOR you – i.e., by proxy! It is a 

personal command for each saint! 

 

Our music must be vocal (Ephesians 5:19) 

 Note: “speaking…singing” – VOCAL music! 

Instruments are simply NOT authorized! 

 Just as “bread & fruit of the vine” exclude other 

items in communion, so “sing” excludes play 
 

                                            -Lanny Smith 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Snapshots are designed to improve 

your personal study life and presentation of 

spiritual topics to friends & neighbors in a 

simple and exciting manner! 

Hopefully after your reading, you’ll want to 

further enhance your knowledge on the 

subject and we can provide that through 

personal study, in-depth sermons on CD, or 

downloadable content on our website! 

Times of Service 

Sunday Worship: 10 am 

Sunday Bible Study: 5 pm 

Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm 

 

Elders 
Jan Boser  

(H) 773-3178 (C) 509-1828 

Al Easter  

(H) 585-9846 (C) 698-1846 

Randy Shouse  570-4908 

Lanny Smith  770-8077 

 

Contact Information 

10082 East 126th Street 

Fishers, IN 46038 

(317) 577-3788 

 

Facebook: Fishers Church of Christ 
Twitter: @FishersChurch 

Visit us online! 
www.fishers-churchofchrist.com 

 


