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Most people who are trying to learn about Jesus usually start reading from Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John, then they follow with the rest of the New Testament and that has been the pattern of the great
majority for almost two thousand years. But during Jesus' actual ministry, He personally referred to the Old
Covenant Scriptures when He was telling the Jews to inform themselves about Him. “You search the

Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about
me” (John 5:39 ESV).
Those were the only Scriptures they had during His time. In fact, those were the only Scriptures the
apostles and disciples of Jesus had for at least the first twenty to thirty years after Jesus' death, burial and
resurrection. “And how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able
to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God
may be complete, equipped for every good work" (2 Timothy 3:15-17 ESV).
It wasn’t after two to three decades of the Lord's resurrection that the disciples started writing their
testimonies, accounts and things they witnessed before they themselves laid to rest, to leave Scriptures as
it was their tradition to pass the teachings through generations, but also as the Spirit led them to all the
truth. This later became the New Testament we have today.
Jesus, Himself, on the very same day after His resurrection appeared to two of His disciples and
took them back in time to remember Moses and all the prophets in the Old Covenant Scriptures, rebuking
them for being slow to believe those Scriptures. Luke 24:17-27. That same day, He appeared to most of
His disciples telling them that the things that happened to Him were the fulfillment of the writings of Moses,
the prophets and the psalms. Luke 24:44-48.

Have you ever asked yourself, why Jesus healed people? He did it mainly to fulfill Scriptures and in
doing so show evidence of being the Messiah. Matthew 11:2-6.
Here are just a few examples of Jesus in the Old Covenant Scriptures that He must have used in
the conversation with His disciples after His resurrection from the death:
Prophecy:

Fulfillment:

Micah 5:2

Matthew 2:1-6

Hosea 11:1

Matthew 2:13-18

Malachi 3:1

Matthew 11:7,9-11

Isaiah 40:3-5

Luke 3:2-6

Psalm 41:9

John 13:26

Zechariah 11:12

Matthew 26:14-15

Zechariah 11:13

Matthew 27:3-7

Isaiah 53:7, Psalm 38:13-14
Zechariah 12:10

Matthew 27:12-14
John 19:34

Psalm 22:18

Matthew 27:35

Psalm 34:20

John 19:32-33

Isaiah 53:9

Matthew 27:57-60

Psalm 16:10

Acts 2:27-32

Professor and mathematician Peter Stoner, was the chairman of the Department of Mathematics
and Astronomy at Pasadena City College here in California for many years before becoming Professor
Emeritus of Science at Westmont College. He calculated the mathematical probabilities of one man
fulfilling just eight of the hundreds of messianic prophecies and released his research results in a
publication titled Science Speaks: Proof of the Accuracy of Prophecy and the Bible. Stoner concluded that
the mathematical probability of one person fulfilling just eight messianic prophecies was 1 in 10 to the 17th
power, or 100,000,000,000,000,000 to 1.
He then calculated the odds of someone fulfilling just 48 of these hundreds of prophecies to be 1 in 10 to
the 157th power, or
10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,00
0,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000
,000,000,000,000 to 1. Such a number is too large as to be incomprehensible.

There are literally hundreds of Scriptures in the old Covenant that were written with the purpose to
reveal the Messiah and Savior, Jesus Christ the Son of God. Besides all the prophecies there is also lots
of typology, characters, names and places that point straight to Jesus, being shadows of the Lord to come.
Typology example: Eve coming out of Adam's side when he was put to sleep and the church coming out of
Jesus' the second Adam's side when he was put to sleep. Or a name like Joshua son of Nun which
means Jehovah saves son of the eternal, to name a couple. The Jews failed to recognize the Lord
because they failed to read the Scriptures entrusted to them. We Christians can fall into the same fatal
mistake if we only read the New Covenant and pretend to know Jesus better than the Jews. It is an
enormous privilege to be able to search all the Scriptures looking for Jesus.

