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Lesson 1 ςDispensations in the Bible

Drill Questions:

1) What are the two major 
divisions of the Bible?

2) How many books are in the 
Bible?  How many in the 
Old Testament?  How many 
in the New?

3) Approximately how many 
authors wrote the Bible?

4) When was the first book 
written? Who wrote it?

5) When was the last book 
written?  Who wrote it?

6) Give the names of the Old 
Testament in order.

7) Give the names of the New 
Testament in order.

8) What does the word 
άDŜƴŜǎƛǎέ ƳŜŀƴΚ

9) What does the word 
ά9ȄƻŘǳǎέ ƳŜŀƴΚ

Dispensation

ά! ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎέ 
ό²ŜōǎǘŜǊΩǎ {ŜǾŜƴǘƘ bŜǿ /ƻƭƭŜƎƛŀǘŜ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅΣ мфтлύΦ

ά! ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻǊ ŎƻŘŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǾƛƴŜƭȅ 
ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ƻǊ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘέ (The American Heritage Dictionary, 1991).

oikonomiaςάPrimarily signifies the management of a household or of 
household affairs (oikosςhouse, nomos, law).  Note: A dispensation is not a 
period or epoch (a common, but erroneous, use of the word), but a mode of 
dealing, an arrangement or administration of affairsέ ό²Φ9Φ ±ƛƴŜΣ Expository 
Dictionary of N.T. Words).

ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ oikonomiaproperly signifies the plan which the master of a 
family, or his steward, hath established for the management of any sort of 
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎέ (James Macknight, Apostolic Epistles).

New Testament example:  Luke 16:1-4 ςάDƛǾŜ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 
managementέ (NASB).  (KJV, NKJV, ASV ςάstewardshipέύΦ

New Testament example:  Ephesians 1:9-10 ςάIŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ 
mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him 
with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, 
the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the 
earthέ όb!{.ύΦ   όYW±Σ bYW±Σ !{± ςάdispensationέύ όbw{± ςάplanέύΦ

It refers to the religious system by which God dispenses His blessings (or 
ŎǳǊǎŜǎΗύΦ  IŜΣ ŀǎ άƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΣέ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜǎ Ƙƻǿ IŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ Iƛǎ 
house.  In one period He did so through covenants with patriarchs.  In 
another period He did so by a covenant with Israel.  And now, He deals with 
man through a covenant with Christians.

Covenant

ά! ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǎŜŀƭ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴέ ό²ŜōǎǘŜǊΩǎΣ мффрύΦ

Though not always written, covenants in the Bible are basically agreements 
between two people on what will or will not be done.  (See Genesis 21:22-34 
ςAbraham and Abimelech) (Genesis 31:43-55 ςJacob and Laban).

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
Řƻ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƴΣ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΩǎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΦ  Lǘ Ƴŀȅ ƻǊ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
conditions to be met.  That depends entirely on the will of God.

bƻǘŜΥ ά/ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘέ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ 
those that must be met for the covenant to be fulfilled.  Thus it sometimes 
refers to the commands of God.  (Deuteronomy 4:13; Leviticus 26:14-15)
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CHART #1 ςTHREE DISPENSATIONS

PATRIARCHAL JEWISH CHRISTIAN

Hebrews 8:7-12

άCƛǊǎǘέ ά{ŜŎƻƴŘέ

2500 Years 1500 Years 2000 Years

Patriarchs Jews Christians

Individual
Covenants

National
Covenant

Universal
Covenant

Mt. Sinai
(Horeb)

Deuteronomy 5:3 (National)

άhƭŘέ άbŜǿέ

Adam to Moses Moses to Christ Christ to Christ
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Patriarchs

A patriarch is the head of a family, tribe or nation.  The Greek word patriarchesis derived from patria, meaning 
άŦŀƳƛƭȅέΣ ŀƴŘ archoΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ  άǘƻ ǊǳƭŜΦέSo, Abraham was a patriarch (Hebrews 7:4), since he was the head of his 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  WŀŎƻōΩǎ ǎƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘǎ όActs 7:8-9), because they were heads of tribes.  And David was a patriarch 
(Acts 2:29), since he was the head of a ruling family, through which God promised the Christ.

Note:  While David lived during the time of the Jewish Dispensation, God still made a covenant with this patriarch.  
This demonstrates that each is not strictly governed by time and that both can exist simultaneously. 

Patriarchal Dispensation

Putting our definitions together, the Patriarchal Dispensation represents God establishing covenants with people 
through His dealings with the head of that family, tribe or nation.  

Noah ςGenesis 9:8-17

-- God made a covenant with Noah, but it affected all of his descendants.
--9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǾƛǊǘǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ bƻŀƘΦ  όάǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳέ v.12)
--¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ¦ƴŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘΦ  bƻŀƘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŀƭǘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƭŀƴΣ ƴƻǊ Ŏŀƴ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ bƻŀƘΩǎ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎΦ
--bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘŀƭ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ άǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊΦ 

Abraham ςGenesis 12:1-3,7

-- God made a covenant with Abraham that would affect his family for generations. 
-- Even we are affected as descendants of Abraham according to faith  (Galatians 3:29).
-- This patriarchal covenant will be investigated in detail in Lesson 3, but here are three elements:

-- Great Nation  ςLand of Canaan ςAll Families Blessed

Jewish Dispensation

People share in this covenant by virtue of being an Israelite (or Jew).  Therefore it is often called the Jewish 
5ƛǎǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  Lǘ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άaƻǎŀƛŎ 5ƛǎǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŀǿ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ aƻǎŜǎΦ 

-- Deuteronomy 5:3 distinguishes this from patriarchal covenants.
-- God spoke to Moses, but the agreement was for all Israel (Exodus 19:5-6; 24:7-8; 34:27-28).
--bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ά¢Ŝƴ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎέ
-- This dispensation with Israel included blessings and curses! (Deuteronomy 29:1, 10-21).
-- Hebrews 8:7-13 ς¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǿŀǎ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ōȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΦ

As already indicated, there were still Patriarchal Covenants during this time.  

-- David ςII Samuel 7:8-17 (called a covenant in 23:5ύΦ   DƻŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴ άŜǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘέ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀǾƛŘΦ
-- AbrahamςGalatians 3:17-19Σ άŀŘŘŜŘΦέ  ¢ƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƴǳƭƭƛŦȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΦ

The question might be askedΥ  ά²Ƙȅ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ǿƘŜƴ DƻŘ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ 
ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΚέ  Good question.  Consider Galatians 3:17-19.  It was added to bring law to the 
Israelite nation, but also to illuminate their sins and their need for a Savior!
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Christian Dispensation

People share in this covenant by virtue of their relationship with Jesus Christ.  
CƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ Lǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 5ƛǎǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  Lǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
ά¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 5ƛǎǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎΦ

-- Hebrews 8:7-12 ςIt is distinguished from the Jewish Dispensation.
-- It is different in regard to whom it is through and whom it includes.
-- Following this, God established no Patriarchal covenants with men.
-- Covenants to Abraham and David were fulfilled in Christ.

Everything about this Dispensation is revealed to us in the Word of God!

-- The One through whom it exists ςMatthew 28:18-20
-- The Price paid to ratify it ςLuke 22:20; Hebrews 9:16-18, 26-28
-- Its Beginning point ςLuke 24:44-47
-- Its Ending point ςI Corinthians 15:22-24
-- Who can be a part of it ςEphesians 1:9-10; 3:8-10; I Timothy 1:3-4

--¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ά5ƛǎǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ
-- Conditionsassociated with it ςColossians 1:21-23 άLCέ
-- Blessingsfor those who are a part of it! ςEphesians 1:7-14

We will revisit and examine these things in Lesson 11.

ADDITIONAL NOTES

Old Testament Library of Books:  39 Books
-- 17   History (Genesis ςEsther)
-- 5   Poetry (Job ςSong of Solomon)
-- 17   Prophets (Isaiah ςMalachi)

Another way to break down the Old Testament:
-- 5   Law (Genesis ςDeuteronomy)
-- 12   History (Joshua ςEsther)
-- 5   Poetry (Job ςSong of Solomon)
-- 5   Major Prophets (Isaiah ςDaniel)
-- 12   Minor Prophets (Hosea ςMalachi)

New Testament Library of Books:  27 Books
-- 4   Biographical (Matthew ςJohn)
-- 1   Historical (Acts)
-- 21   Doctrinal (Romans ςJude)
-- 1   Prophetic (Revelation)

Please note these titles are not absolutes.  For instance, all New Testament 
books include doctrinal teachings, historical information, and prophecy!  But 
these can help in memorization and getting a good Bible overview.

Review Questions:

1) ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ά5ƛǎǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴέΚ

2) ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ά/ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘέΚ

3) ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ άtŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘέΚ

4) List the Three 
Dispensations God has used 
to make covenants with 
people.

5) What is at least one 
Patriarchal covenant you 
remember from the Bible?

6) Why is the second 
dispensation called 
άWŜǿƛǎƘέΚ

7) Why is the final 
dispensation commonly 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴέΚ

8) What marks the beginning 
of the Christian 
Dispensation?

9) Is the Christian 
Dispensation Conditional or 
Unconditional?  Explain.



Drill Questions:

1) Which books of the Old 
Testament  are commonly 
called:

ά[ŀǿέ -
άIƛǎǘƻǊȅέ -
άtƻŜǘǊȅέ -
άtǊƻǇƘŜŎȅέ -

2) Which books are 
ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άaŀƧƻǊ 
tǊƻǇƘŜǘǎέ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅΚ

3) Which books are 
ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άaƛƴƻǊ 
tǊƻǇƘŜǘǎέΚ

4) Which books of the New 
Testament are called:

ά.ƛƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭέ -
άIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭέ -
ά5ƻŎǘǊƛƴŀƭέ -
άtǊƻǇƘŜǘƛŎέ -

5) What are the three 
dispensations in the Bible?

6) Why are they called that?

7) What person marks the 
beginning of each age?

8) How much time is covered 
by each dispensation?

Creation (Genesis 1-2)

άDŜƴŜǎƛǎέ Ґ άhǊƛƎƛƴΣ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎέ

The book of Genesis is a book of beginnings.  It is the beginning of The 
Universe, Man, Marriage, Sin, Death, The Promise of Redemption, Sacrifices, 
and the Hebrew Nation, just to name the most prominent.  

άLƴ ¢ƘŜ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ DƻŘΧέ

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άDƻŘέ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ пс ǘƛƳŜǎΗ  ¢ƘŜ 
ǇƘǊŀǎŜ άDƻŘ ǎŀƛŘΣέ άDƻŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣέ  ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ мт ǘƛƳŜǎΦ

Genesis 1:1,2,26; John 1:1-3; Psalm 90:1-2 ςGod is the creator of all things!
Psalm 33:6,9; 148:5; Hebrews 11:3 ςTherefore He is worthy of honor!

!ƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ άƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ DƻŘΧέ ςRomans 1:18-32.

The Creation Week

God created all physical things in one week.  More specifically, in six 24-hour 
days, as He rested on the seventh day.  There are not millions of years involved 
at any point or time.  The evidence for 24-hour, literal days:

--άDayέ - ά5ŀȅέ όIŜōǊŜǿ ǿƻǊŘΣ yom) is sometimes used as a 
period of time irrespective of the hours involved (Genesis 2:4). 

However, άhǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ м ŎŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ-hundred 
plus occurrences ofyomǇǊŜŎŜŘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƭǎ ώƭƛƪŜ άƻƴŜέ ŀƴŘ άǘǿƻέ kse] all 

refer to a normal twenty-ŦƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǊ Řŀȅέ όActs & Facts May 1998).

--άEvening and Morningέ ςThese terms consistently refers to a literal 
ŘŀȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ aƻǎŜǎΩ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎ ςGenesis 30:16; Exodus 
12:6; Exodus 18:13.  Assigning a figurative meaning would be an 
unfounded assumption.

-- Exodus 20:8-11 ςLƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ άŘŀȅέκέŘŀȅǎέ ƻŎŎǳǊ ǎƛȄ 
times, twice to refer to the creation week.  Is it credible that the fourth 
and fifth occurrence in the passage would mean millions of years, 
while all other usages are literal, solar days?

aŀƴ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ LƳŀƎŜ

Unique to all creation, man has been made in the image of the Godhead 
(Genesis 1:26-27).  That is to say, we have an eternal spirit! (Ecclesiastes 12:7).

This truth has implications on topics such as Murder, Abortion and Euthanasia.

Furthermore, man is the product of God, not the other way around (Acts 
17:28-29).  We must worship Him for who He is and because we are His!

6
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CHART #2 ςTIMELINE

PATRIARCHAL DISPENSATION

JEWISH DISPENSATION

CHRISTIAN DISPENSATION

Adam

Moses

Gen. 1-2 ςCreation
Gen. 3-5 ςSin
Gen. 6-10 ςThe Flood
Gen. 11-50 ςAbraham, Isaac, Jacob
Exodus 1-19 ςThe Exodus 

1,650 Years

850 Years
Abraham ςc. 2000 BC
Exodus ςc. 1500 BC

Genesis 1

Exodus 19

Time Covered:

2500Years

Moses

Christ

1 Year       Exodus 19 ςNumbers 10 ςMount Sinai ςLaw 

40 Years         Numbers 11 ςDeuteronomy 34 ςWilderness Wanderings

375 Years       Joshua, Judges, I Samuel 1-9 ςCanaan and the Judges

650Years

400Years Silence ςTime between the Testaments

33Years

Exodus 19

Acts 1

Time Covered:

1500Years

United Kingdom ς120 Years  (David ςc. 1000 BC)
Divided Kingdom ς325 Years (Israel and Judah ςc. 931 BC)
Babylonian Captivity ς70 Years (Three Attacks ς606, 597,586 BC)
Return ς135 Years (Three Returns ς536, 458, 445 BC)

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts 1

Jesus Birth ςc. 3 BC
Jesus Death ςc. 30 AD

Pentecost

Judgment

Church Established ςc. 30 AD (Acts 2)
Jerusalem Meeting ςc. 50 AD (Acts 15)
tŀǳƭΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ LƳǇǊƛǎƻƴƳŜƴǘ ςc. 61-63 AD (Acts 28)
End of New Testament Revelation ςc. 68-95 AD (Revelation)

Acts

Revelation

Time Covered:

c. 2000Years

7
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The Fall of Man (Genesis 3-5)

STANDARD DƻŘΩǎ ƭŀǿΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΣ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ςGenesis 2:15-17.

SIN Man violates the law of God ςGenesis 3:1-6; I John 3:4; I John 5:17.

SATAN Satan is the author of sin ςGenesis 3:4; Matthew 4:3; John 8:44; II Corinthians 11:3; James 1:13.

SUFFER Sin carries heavy consequences:

¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ !ŘŀƳΩǎ ǎƛƴΥ ςGenesis 2:17; 3:14-19.

Snakes ςOn your belly
Satan ςEnmity with the Seed of woman
Females ςPain in Childbirth
Males ςA Life of Labor
Mankind ςPhysical Death

Personal, if we choose to sin: ςGenesis 2:17; Isaiah 59:1-2; Romans 3:23; 5:12; 6:23.

All Who Sin ςSpiritual Death: severed from a relationship with God.

SAVIOR A Savior is our only chance ςGenesis 3:15; John 1:1-5, 14, 17; Galatians 4:4.

SACRIFICE A Price must be paid to effect forgiveness ςGenesis 4:3-5; Hebrews 11:4; 12:24

The Flood (Genesis 6-10)

The cause of the global flood was the exceeding wickedness of mankind (Genesis 6:5).

God still, however, extended grace and mercy to all who would obey Him.  Noah, a righteous man, believed in   God 
and honored God through obedience  (Genesis 6:8-9; Hebrews 11:7; I Peter 3:20-21).

The rainbow was a sign of an unconditional covenant that God made with Noah, and by virtue of our relationship 
as his descendants, all of us as well (Genesis 9:8-17).

άLǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ŦƛǊŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜέ ςII Peter 3:5-7.  We would do well to learn the lessons taught to us by Adam 
ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ мсрл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŜȄƛǎǘǎΣ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ 
the form of the New Covenant.  Sin is still an option for you and me.  Satan is working diligently to help us choose 
poorly.  When we choose sin, suffering is the natural outcome, even the loss of our souls.  Jesus gave His life to save 
us from that penalty.  His sacrifice makes forgiveness possible.  However, we must have the faith of Noah!

The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11)

.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜŘ άƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣέ άƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜƳέ όGenesis 11:6ύΦ  {ƛƳǇƭȅ ōȅ άŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜέ όGenesis 11:7-8),  God stopped the building of the 
tower and dispersed the people in every direction.  This marks the beginning of varied nations around the world.
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ADDITIONAL NOTES

Genesis ςά.ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎέ ςThe seed bed of doctrine

The Existence and Majesty of God 
-- Genesis 1-2 ςάDƻŘέ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ пс ǘƛƳŜǎ.

Dignity and Accountability of Man
-- Genesis 2-3 ςResponsible to obey God.

Monogamous, Heterosexual Marriage
-- Genesis 2:18-24; Matthew 19:3-9

Sin, its Nature and Consequences
-- Genesis 3-4 ςNot just Adam and Eve, but even after.

Redeemer!  Deliverance!  Victory!
-- Genesis 3:15; 12:3; 49:10 ςJesus is coming!

Development of the Hebrew Nation
-- Genesis 14:3;  46:27 - Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph.

Relationship of Genesis to Christ

Genesis Christ
Adam Romans 5:14-19
Seed of Woman Galatians 4:4
!ōŜƭΩǎ ά.ƭƻƻŘέ Hebrews12:24
Water of Flood I Peter 3:21
!ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ {ŜŜŘ Galatians 3:8-9,14,16,29
Promised Land Hebrews 4:1-9
Melchizedek Hebrews 7:1-17
Sarah-Hagar Galatians 4:21-31
Isaac Hebrews 11:17-18
WŀŎƻō άLǎǊŀŜƭέ Galatians 6:16
Judah Revelation 5:5

Genealogies in Genesis

Genesis 5 ςFrom Adam, through Seth, down to Noah and his sons.

Genesis 10-11 ςDescendants of Shem, Ham and Japheth, leading 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ƘŜƳΩǎ ƭƛƴŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ !ōǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ Sarai.

7 Days of Creation (An easy way for the kids to learn)

Day 1-[ƛƎƘǘ Χ snap your fingers

Day 2 -IŜŀǾŜƴǎ Χ point up

Day 3 -5Ǌȅ ƭŀƴŘΣ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ Χ point down

Day 4-{ǳƴΣ ƳƻƻƴΣ ǎǘŀǊǎ Χ point up and move your finger all around

Day 5 -CƻǿƭΣ ŦƛǎƘ Χ point up and down at the same time

Day 6-!ƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ Ƴŀƴ Χ point to yourself

Day 7 ςDƻŘ wŜǎǘŜŘ Χput hands together by your ear, as if napping.

Review Questions:

1) What are the five divisions of 
the patriarchal dispensation?

2) What books and chapters 
cover the patriarchal age?

3) How much time is covered by 
the patriarchal age?

4) What does the book of 
Genesis mean and what is the 
book basically about?

5) What are the first five words 
of the Bible?

6) What is a primary reason why 
man shall not murder?

7) List some consequences of 
sin seen in Genesis 3-5.

8) Why is Genesis 3:15 such an 
important verse for us?



Drill Questions:

1) How can the Patriarchal 
Dispensation be broken 
into 5 sections?  What book 
and chapters cover each?

2) Who was the first man and 
woman?  Why did they die?

3) What is the penalty we all 
suffer for choosing sin?

4) Where is the first promise 
of a Redeemer in the Bible?

5) Where is the second 
promise of a Redeemer in 
the Bible?  (tougher one)

6) Who were Cain, Abel and 
Seth and what do you 
know about their story?

7) ²Ƙƻ ǿŜǊŜ bƻŀƘΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
sons and through which 
one did the Messiah come?

Abraham   (c. 2000 B.C.)

!ōǊŀƘŀƳ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άthe father of the Hebrew nationΦέ  Lƴ Genesis 14:13, 
ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ǎŀȅǎΥ ά!ōǊŀƘŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿΦέ  ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ άIŜōǊŜǿέ ƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀ 
descendant of the physical lineage of Abraham (II Corinthians 11:22).

bƻǘŜΥ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άWŜǿέ ƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ LL YƛƴƎǎ мсΥсΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ άWŜǿΣέ 
άIŜōǊŜǿΣέ ŀƴŘ άLǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜέ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǎȅƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƭƛƴŜŀƎŜΦ

!ōǊŀƘŀƳ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άthe father of all who believeΧΣέ όRomans 4:11-13).  
This is by virtue of his incredible faith in God, and how God reckoned him as 
righteous because of that faithfulness, not according to the Law of Moses.

-- Hebrews 11:8-10 ςHe left his homeland to obey God.
-- Hebrews 11:13-19 ςHe offered his son of promise on the altar.
-- Romans 4:3, 19-22 ςWhen God made promises, Abraham believed God!

3 Promises to Abraham    (Genesis 12:1-3)

-- Genesis 12:1 ςThe Land Promise(see verse 7)
-- Genesis 12:2 ςGreat Nation Promise(physical descendants)
-- Genesis 12:3 ςThe Spiritual Promise(Christ ςGalatians 3:16, 29)

In connection with the three promises, three questions should be asked:
-- Has this promise been fulfilled?
-- Is this promise conditional or unconditional?
-- How does this promise and its fulfillment connect to me?

Great Nation

-- This promise was fulfilled by God in Egypt(c. 1500 B.C.).

- When Jacob travelled to Egypt, they were only 70 (Genesis 46:3, 27).
- After 400 years in Egypt, Hebrews filled the land (Exodus 1:7, 9, 20).
-aƻǎŜǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ όDeuteronomy 26:5).

-- This promise was conditional upon the faithfulness of the nation.

- Blessings were conditional upon obedience (Deuteronomy 6:10-15).
- Moses reminds them of the conditions (Deuteronomy 8:19-20).
- Israel was special to God, but must stay faithful (26:16-19).

--¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƴ !ƴǘƛ-Type of the Hebrew Nation.

- I Peter 2:1-2, 9-10 ςWe are now the blessed nation of God!
- Galatians 6:16 ς/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ άǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ
-[ƛƪŜ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦŀǾƻǊ 
(Ephesians 1:1-14ύΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǊǳƭŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƭŀǿ όJames 1:25).
- Like the Hebrew nation, blessings are conditional (Romans 11:17-23).
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Land Promise

-- This promise was fulfilled by God through Joshua(c. 1400 B.C.)

-!ŦǘŜǊ aƻǎŜǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ WƻǎƘǳŀ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŀƴ όJoshua 1:1-6).
- Following 7 years of fighting, the Hebrews received the land.  The promise was fulfilled (Joshua 21:43-45).

-- This promise was conditional upon the faithfulness of the nation.

- Joshua could not have been clearer on this point: (Joshua 23:14-16).
- At times, Israel would fail to drive out all the nations, and part of their land would be lost.
- Though King David (c.1000 BC) recovered it, the Jews were eventually driven out due to unfaithfulness.

- Note: In 605 B.C., King Nebuchadnezzar took them from the land for 70 years.
-¢ƘŜȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŀƴ ŀǎ ƛƴ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ŘŀȅǎΦ

-- Heaven is an Anti-Type of the Land of Canaan.

- Hebrews 4:8-11ςά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀ {ŀōōŀǘƘ ǊŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ  
-{ƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ /ŀƴŀŀƴΣ ƻǳǊ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ IŜŀǾŜƴ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ
- However, this Sabbath rest is conditional on obedient faith in Christ (Hebrews 3:12-14).

The Messianic Promise

-- This promise was fulfilled by God through Jesus Christ(c. 30 A.D.).

- Acts 3:13-15, 25-26 ςWŜǎǳǎΣ DƻŘΩǎ {ŜǊǾŀƴǘΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ {ŜŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘΗ
- Galatians 3:16-18, 26-29 ς¢ƘŜ [ŀǿ ǿŀǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǎƛƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǾŀƭƛŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ  
covenant God made with Abraham.  That is: blessings from God through Jesus Christ!

-¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ǿŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛǾŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ ǊŜǎǘ ŀǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ƛǘΤ 
the third promise was exclusively in reference to the spiritual blessings enjoyed in the church of Christ.

-- This promise is Unconditional, in terms of Candidates.

- Regardless of nationality, background, or manner of life, all can be saved by Jesus ςEphesians 2:11-18.
- What began as taught to Jews (Acts 2), was ultimately taught to Gentiles as well (Acts 10).

-- This promise is Conditional, in terms of Obedient Faith

- Abraham was justified by his willingness to believe in God and obey the will of God.
-/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ άŦƻƭƭƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ !ōǊŀƘŀƳέ όRomans 1:5; 4:12).

Thus All 3 Promises Have Been Fulfilled

-- The Great Nation promise was fulfilled after 400 years in Egypt (c. 1500 B.C.).

-- The Land promise was fulfilled after 7 years of conquest by Joshua (c. 1400 B.C.).

-- The Seed promise was fulfilled after the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus (c. 30 A.D.).
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From Abraham to Moses

Ishmael

--LǎƘƳŀŜƭ ǿŀǎ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƻƴΣ ōƻǊƴ ǘƻ {ŀǊŀƘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘƳŀƛŘ IŀƎŀǊ όGenesis 16).
-- He and his mother were driven out after Isaac was born to Sarah (Genesis 21:8-13).
--Iƛǎ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ άƎǊŜŀǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƴƻǿ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ {ŀǳŘƛ !Ǌŀōƛŀ όGenesis 17:20).

Isaac

-- Born after Ishmael, and born to Sarah, Isaac was the son God promised Abraham (Genesis 17:15-19).
--Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ LǎŀŀŎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ άDǊŜŀǘ bŀǘƛƻƴέ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ όGenesis 15:1-5).
-- In his youth, he became the offering God required from Abraham.  (Genesis 22:1-2, 7-8, 12-14).  

God provided a lamb to die in his place.  Isaac is a type for Christ, who died as a sacrifice, offered by His 
Father, with no lamb to replace Him.   

Jacob

--WŀŎƻō ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƛƴ ōƻȅǎ ōƻǊƴ ǘƻ LǎŀŀŎ ŀƴŘ wŜōŜƪŀƘΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘƛƳΦ
-- 12 sons! [Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Napthali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin].   

Only the final two were birthed by his beloved wife, Rachel.   Six were from his other wife, Leah.  
--DƻŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ WŀŎƻōΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭ όGenesis 35:9-12ύΦ  IŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳΥ  άŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΦέ

Esau

-- Esau was the twin brother of Jacob (Genesis 25:19-26).  
-- He was older than Jacob, but Jacob stole his birthright and later his blessing from Jacob (Genesis 25:27-34).
-- Bitterness ensued, and Jacob left town for 20 years.  When he returned, the two reconciled (Genesis 33:4).

Joseph

-- Joseph was a son of Jacob.  The story of his brothers selling him into slavery, and his rise to power in Egypt, is 
documented over the course of about 14 chapters in the book of Genesis (Genesis 37-50).

-- While Joseph faced incredible injustices, God blessed him.  When he faced his brothers at the end of the story, 
even after all they had done, he understood the amazing providence of God (Genesis 50:20).

--Joseph brought his whole family to Egypt, 70 in all, and thus began 400 years in Egypt.  Over this period, they 
became a huge nation of millions of Jews.  Unfortunately, the Egyptians kept them in check as slaves.

Moses (c. 1500 B.C.)

-- Moses was an Israelite raised by the daughter of Pharaoh (Exodus 2:5-10).
-- At the age of 40, he tried to protect his enslaved people, but he was rejected (Exodus 2:11-15).
-- Moses fled Pharaoh and lived in the land of Midian for 40 more years (Exodus 2:16-22).

-- But God heard the cries of Israel, and He appointed Moses to deliver them from Pharaoh (Exodus 2:24ς3:10).
--CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŜȄŎǳǎŜǎΣ aƻǎŜǎ ƻōŜȅŜŘ DƻŘΦ  DƻŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ aƻǎŜǎΩ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ !ŀǊƻƴΣ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ ό7:1)

--¢ƘŜ 9ȄƻŘǳǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ aƻǎŜǎ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ tǊƻǇƘŜǘΦ
- Firstly, by fulfilled prophecy.  All that Moses said came to pass (Exodus 3:16-22).

- From the deliverance to the miracles, the plundering of Egypt to worship at Mount Horeb.
- Secondly, by the miracles that God worked through and around Moses (Exodus 4:1-9, 30-31; 14:31).
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The Exodus

ά9ȄƻŘǳǎέ Ґ ά5ŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜέ ƻǊ άDƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άŜȄƛǘέ ŦǊƻƳ 9ƎȅǇǘΦ

The Ten Plagues

God used the ten plagues to demonstrate Himself to be the one, true God.  He 
is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob ςExodus 3:6.  And He is the God who 
has authorized Moses to lead the people out of slavery.

-- This was demonstrated to Israel ςExodus 4:5; 10:1-2
-- This was demonstrated to Egypt and All the Earth ςExodus 8:10,22; 9:16

1.  Water to Blood ς7:17-25
2.  Frogsς8:1-15
3.  Liceς8:16-19
4. Flies ς8:20-32
5.  Pestilenceς9:1-7
6.  Boilsς9:8-12  (This is when the magicians gave up.)
7.  Hail ς9:13-35
8.  Locustsς10:1-20
9.  Darknessς10:21-29

10.  Death of Firstborn ς11:1 ς12:36 (Pharaoh gives in.)

The Passover

Just before the final plague, God instructed each family to sacrifice an 
unblemished, one year old, lamb.  Some of the blood was to be put on the 
ŘƻƻǊǇƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ  LŦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ DƻŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ άǇŀǎǎ ƻǾŜǊέ ǘƘŀǘ 
house, and no loss of life would be incurred (Exodus 12:1-7).

Even before the plague came, passing over Israelite houses, and striking every 
Egyptian household, God established a feast of remembrance (12:14-20).

-- The Passover feast was observed by Israel for generations.
-- The Passover lamb is a type or shadow of Christ ςI Corinthians 5:7-8.
-- Death passes us over by the blood of Christ, and we remember that fact  
ōȅ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ DƻŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΥ  ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊ όLuke 22:14-20).

The Song of Moses

Following the departure from Egypt and the Jews crossing the Red Sea on dry 
ground, Moses and the Israelites sang a beautiful song of victory ςExodus 15.

This song was sung anew in heaven by those who came through death and 
were delivered unto the glorious blessings of God! ςRevelation 15:2-3.

Israel is now an independent nation.  Following the Red Sea deliverance, they 
ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ aƻǳƴǘ {ƛƴŀƛ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǘƘƛǊŘ ƳƻƴǘƘέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9ȄƻŘǳǎ όExodus 19:1).

Review Questions:

1) Starting with Abraham, how 
far can you track his family 
tree forward, including 
wives?

2) What three great promises 
were made to Abram and 
where are they in the Bible?

3) How many of these promises 
have been fulfilled and when 
was each fulfilled?

4) What books and chapters 
cover the story of Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob and Joseph?

5) bŀƳŜ WŀŎƻōΩǎ мн ǎƻƴǎΦ

6) ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
ǘŜŀŎƘ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ 
providential care?

7) What made Moses the right 
choice to lead the Israelites 
out of Egyptian bondage?



Drill Questions:

1) What are the 3 Promises 
God made to Abraham?

2) When and where were 
each of these three 
fulfilled?

3) Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ WŀŎƻōΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ 
70 come to live in Egypt?

4) How many years did the 
Jews live in Egypt?  And 
who led them out?

5) ²Ƙƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜǊΩǎ 
brother?  His sister?

6) What does the word 
άŜȄƻŘǳǎέ ƳŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
the book of exodus about?

7) What is the work of a 
άǇǊƻǇƘŜǘέΚ  Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ έǇǊƛŜǎǘέΚ

8) Break down the Patriarchal 
Age into 5 sections.
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Lesson 4 ςJewish Dispensation ςTheGiving of the Law

Giving of the Law

-- Location ςMt. Sinai (Horeb).

-- TimeςIsrael stayed about one year (Exodus 19:1; Numbers 10:11-13).

-- The Law 

- Moses was the mediator of the covenant.  The law was given through 
him and to Israel.  This is why the dispensation is sometimes referred 
ǘƻ ŀǎ άMosaicalέ  όGalatians 3:19; Deuteronomy 5:5).

- ά[ŀǿ ƻŦ aƻǎŜǎέ Ґ ά[ŀǿ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
Moses, these terms are used interchangeably (Nehemiah 8:1,8).

- ¢ƘŜ [ŀǿ ǿŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ά¢ƘŜ мл /ƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎΦέ  Lǘ 
began with 10: Exodus 20:1-17.  But the law ultimately included ALL 
of the instructions God gave to Moses (Deuteronomy 31:24-26).  In 
Nehemiah 6:14Σ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ [ŜǾƛǘƛŎǳǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΦέ

- In fact, due to their relationship to the law given through Moses, all of 
ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ōƻƻƪǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǘƘŜ [ŀǿΦέ 

- John 10:34 (Psalm 82:6)
- I Corinthians 14:21 (Isaiah 28:11)
- Romans 3:9-19  (Psalms and Isaiah)

Five Questions about the Law of Moses

1)  To whom was the Law given?

- The law was given to the nation of Israel. 
(Exodus 19:1-3; Deuteronomy 5:1-3)

2)  Why was the Law given to Israel?

-άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎέ  όGalatians 3:19).
- It exposed the sin of Israel and their need for a Savior.
- Galatian 3:22-24 ςIt trained them to yearn for Jesus.

3)  How long was it intended to last?

- Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƭŀǎǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜƛƎƴ ōŜƎŀƴΗ  όGalatians 3:24-25).
- In fact, it was temporary by design (Hebrews 8:7-13).

4)  Are we under the Law of Moses today?

- We most certainly are not under that Law (Romans 7:1-7).
- Our sanctification comes through Jesus (Hebrews 10:9-10).
- To live by that Law is to sever from Christ (Galatians 5:4).

5)  So why should we continue to study the Old Testament?

- Christians learn even more about Jesus (Romans 15:1-4).
- It includes principles that teach us about God (I Cor. 9:8-10).
- ²Ŝ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎ όI Corinthians 10:1-12).
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Chart #3 ςJEWISH DISPENSATION

MOSES

CHRIST

1)  Mt. Sinai ςThe Giving of the Law

Exodus 19 ςNumbers 10

Time Covered:

1500Years

National Covenant 
Israel (Jews)

2)  Wilderness Wandering

Numbers 11 ςDeuteronomy 34

3)  Canaan ςThe Judges

Joshua ςI Samuel 9

5)  The Birth and Life of Jesus

Matthew ςActs 1

4) Kings

Undivided Kingdom ς120 Years
Divided Kingdom ς325 Years
Babylonian Captivity ς70 Years
Return and Afterward ς135 Years
Silence of Scripture ς400 Years

I Samuel 10 - Malachi

1 Year

40 Years

375 Years

1050 Years

33 Years



16

The  Tabernacle

DƻŘΩǎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ςExodus 25:8-9.

Every detail was important ςExodus 27:5-8.

It was erected within a Year ςExodus 40:17.

Hebrews 9:1-5 gives specific details.

God was very clear in commanding that the
ǘŀōŜǊƴŀŎƭŜ ōŜ ōǳƛƭǘ άŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴέ
(Hebrews 8:5).  Moses focused on doing it 
just as God commanded ςExodus 40:16-32.

Wherever the Jews travelled, the tabernacle was taken along with them ςNumbers 10:11, 17, 21.

From the tabernacle instruction, two important points endure for the Christian:

-- Pattern is important!  God gives His will and that becomes the enduring standard ςII Timothy 1:13-14.

-- The Tabernacle was a shadow.   The true substance is Jesus, our High Priest, as He has ascended into the holy 
of holies, heaven, to go before God on behalf of Christians ςHebrews 8:5; 9:6-11.

The Priesthood

The tribe of Levi was set aside by God to include priests for His service (Deuteronomy 18:1-2).  
Priests offered sacrifices from man to God (Hebrews 5:1).  The Levites who were not engaged in that specific work 
were servants in and around the tabernacle, including the moving of the items from one location to another.

Aaron and His Sons

Aaron and his sons were the priests from the tribe of Levi, and the other Levites assisted them ςNumbers 3:1-10.
!ŀǊƻƴΩǎ ǎƻƴǎΣ ŀǎ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ςExodus 27:21.
But only the High Priest, and only once per year, entered into the holy of holies, behind the veil ςHebrews 9:6-7.

ά[ŜǾƛǘŜǎέ

Reuben             Simeon             Levi Judah             Dan             Naphtali

Gad             Asshur Issachar             Zebulun Joseph             Benjamin

Gershon Kohath Merari

Amram Ishar Hebron     Uzziel

Moses     Aaron Korah

(Numbers 16)High Priest

Jesus Christ

Tribe of Judah ςMatthew 1:1-2
Our High Priest ςHebrews 4:14-16

He is our High Priest through a 
New Law, not according to the Law 

of Moses  (Hebrews 7:11-14).
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Review Questions:

1) The Law of Moses was given 
at what mountain?  

2) What are other names the 
Bible uses for the Law of 
Moses?

3) Why was the Law of Moses 
given to Israel?

4) If the law of Moses is given 
between Exodus 19 and 
Numbers 10, why do we 
consider the whole Old 
¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ άǘƘŜ [ŀǿέΚ

5) ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άǘŀōŜǊƴŀŎƭŜέΚ

6) From which tribe of Israel did 
priests come?  And what were 
their jobs?

7) Explain the special job that a 
High Priest alone possessed?

8) Is Christ our High Priest?  
Explain what that means.

ά[ŜǾƛǘƛŎǳǎέ

As the title suggests, this is a book pertaining to the Levites.

It can be broken down into three sections:

-- Sacrifices offered at the altar. Leviticus 1-7
-- Sanctification of the priests. Leviticus 8-10
-- Statutes the priests were to know and teach. Leviticus 11-27

Numbers 3-4 give great detail into the duties of the Levites.

!ŀǊƻƴΩǎ ǎƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ǘƻ 
be teachers of the Law to the Israelites ςLeviticus 10:8-11; Ezekiel 22:26.

All Levites were supported by sacrifices and tithes ςNumbers 18:21-24.

ADDITIONAL NOTES

A great way to remember the Old Testament is to break each book of history 
down into a series of topics, while listing the chapters beside each topic.

D9b9{L{     όά.ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎέύ

-- Creation Genesis 1-2
-- The Fall of Man Genesis 3-5
-- The Flood Genesis 6-11
-- Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph Genesis 12-50

9·h5¦{     όάDƻƛƴƎ hǳǘέύ

-- The Exodus from Egypt Exodus 1-19
-- The National Law Exodus 20-24
-- The Tabernacle Exodus 25-40

LEVITICUS  (see above)

NUMBERS      (Census Taken)

-- Concluding Events at Sinai Numbers 1-10
-- The Wilderness Wanderings Numbers 11-21
-- Events at the Plains of Moab Numbers 22-34

DEUTERONOMY     (2nd Giving of the Law)

-- Moses preaches in Plains of Moab Deuteronomy 1-34

JOSHUA     (Leader of the People)

-- Conquest of the Land of Canaan Joshua 1-12
-- Division of the Land of Canaan Joshua 13-24



Drill Questions:

1) Break down the book of 
Genesis into 4 sections.

2) Break down the book of 
Exodus into 3 sections.

3) ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ά[ŜǾƛǘƛŎǳǎέ 
mean? And how can you 
break down the book into 3 
sections?

4) What is the work of a 
άǇǊƛŜǎǘέΚ  CǊƻƳ ǿƘŀǘ ǘǊƛōŜ 
did the priests come?  From 
what family did the High 
Priest come?

5) From which tribe did Jesus 
come?  If not Levi, then 
how can He be High Priest?

6) What books in the Bible 
cover the one year that 
Israel was at Mt. Sinai?

7) ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άǘŀōŜǊƴŀŎƭŜέ 
and what was its purpose?
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Lesson 5 ςJewish Dispensation ςFrom Moses to Samuel

The First Census

-- The book of άbǳƳōŜǊǎέ is so called because the people of Israel are 
counted twice in the book: once at the beginning and once at the end.

-- Numbers 1:2-3, 46 ςThere were 603,550 men, 20 years old and upward, 
able to go to war.  Likely the whole nation numbered a couple of million.

The Wilderness Wandering (40 Years)

-- This dark time was caused by a lack of faithfulness on the part of the 
LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ  hƴƭȅ н ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мн ǎǇƛŜǎ ǎǘƻƻŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΗ  
(Numbers 13:1-2; 13:30-32; 14:26-35; 26:63-65)

-- 603,548 soldiers died in the wilderness for their lack of courage!  Only two 
of these men lived:  Joshua and Caleb. Matthew 7:13-14 ςJesus told His 
disciples that victory is about faithfulness, not volume of people.

-- Deuteronomy 8:1-2, 16-18 ςMoses later recounted that the Wilderness 
²ŀƴŘŜǊƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ άǘŜǎǘƛƴƎΦέ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘΣ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ 
ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ŀƴŘ άǘŜǎǘƛƴƎέ ǇǊƻǾŜ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ςI Peter 1:6-7; Hebrews 3:7-4:11.

-- Selected Events in the book of Numbers

-YƻǊŀƘΩǎRebellion (Numbers 16)
-!ŀǊƻƴΩǎ wƻŘ .ǳŘŘƛƴƎ(Numbers 17)
- Moses Disobeys God(Numbers 20 ςsee Deuteronomy 32:48-52)
- Fiery Serpent (Numbers 21 ςcompare John 3:14-16)
-.ŀƭŀŀƳΩǎ !ŘǾƛŎŜ(Numbers 22-24 ςsee II Peter 2:15-16)
- Baal-Peor (Numbers 25)
- 2 ½ Tribes Settle (Numbers 32)

The Second Census

-- Numbers 26:51ςAfter burying an average of 40 soldiers per day over the 
course of 40 years, a new generation has arisen.  There are now 601,730
men, at least twenty years of age and able to go to war.

Deuteronomy ςά{ŜŎƻƴŘ DƛǾƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿέ

-- ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά5ŜǳǘŜǊƻƴƻƳȅέ ƛǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
combines two ideas:  deuteros, second + nomos, law.  So this is the second 
time Moses teaches the Law (Deuteronomy 1:3-5; 4:44-46; 5:1; 29:1).

-- Read the following verses and then answer the question that follows:
(Deuteronomy 4:1-6, 40; 8:1, 11; 29:9, 29).

²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ aƻǎŜǎΩ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ?

-- Note:  Deuteronomy 34 ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ aƻǎŜǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ  {ƻ Ƙƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ aƻǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ
ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΚ  ! άŎƻƭƻǇƘƻƴέ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ 
book, by another writer, providing additional information.  It is often 
used to unite its narrative to the succeeding book.  (See Joshua 1:1).



P

19

Joshua

-- Joshua was the leader who succeeded Moses (Numbers 27:15-23).

--¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ WƻǎƘǳŀ ƻǇŜƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ WƻǎƘǳŀΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ όJoshua 1:6-9).

-- In about 1400 BC, he led the people across the Jordan into the land of Canaan.  The book is a documentation 
of the 7 years it took for the Conquest and Division of the land of Canaan.

- Joshua 12 ςLists the kings defeated during the conquest of the land.

- Joshua 13 ςThe division of the land begins among the tribes of Israel.

-- See Chart #3 on Page 15 to identify where this event fits along the timeline of the Jewish Dispensation.

-- One of the unique, and often discussed, events in the book of Joshua is the interaction the spies have with 
Rahab, the harlot (Joshua 2:1-21; 6:22-25).  How do you answer questions asked about her deception?

-- Land Promise Fulfilled ς(Joshua 21:43-44; 23:14) ςGod made a promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:7 
ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ /ŀƴŀŀƴΥ  ά¢ƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ L ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀƴŘΦέ  ²ƘƛƭŜ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ƛǘǎ 
ōƻǊŘŜǊǎΣ WƻǎƘǳŀΩǎ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ 
ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŦŀƭǎŜ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ /ŀƴŀŀƴΦ

--WƻǎƘǳŀΩǎ CŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ.  Just before his death, and in the first days of Israel as owners of Canaan, 
Joshua issues a challenge to the nation of Israel to remain faithful to God (Joshua 24:15). This still stands 
today as a challenge to all families to remain devoted to God and to raise children who know and honor Him.

Judges

--άWǳŘƎŜǎέ ŀǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻǾŜǊ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ DƻŘ ƳŀŘŜ ςDeuteronomy 16:18-20.

-άŀƴ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻǊ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ ƭŀǿέ 
ό²ŜōǎǘŜǊΩǎ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅύΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ōȅ aƻǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
In this design, God was the King and these people carried out localized oversight.

- While the judges may have decided cases of civil concern (Judges 4:4-5; I Samuel 7:15-17), it is 
their mission as deliverers from the oppression of the enemy that is emphasized in the book of 
Judges (Judges 2:15-18; 3:9, 15, 31ύΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 
as deliverers!  Had the people followed God, judges would have simply been legislators of peace.

-- A Devastating CycleςMore than a dozen times throughout the approximate 375 year history of the 

Judges, the people found themselves in a vicious cycle, caused by a lack of faith and trust and honor for God!

- Example:  SIN  (6:1)

SUFFERING (6:2-6)     

SUPPLICATION (6:6-7)

SALVATION (7:22-25)  

- Chapters 17-21 represent the darkest time in Jewish
ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀǎ άŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŘƛŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŜȅŜǎΦέ
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Ruth

--wǳǘƘΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ  IŜǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ 
Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ άduring the time of the judgesέ όRuth 1:1).

--άΧǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ-found faith of a Moabite girl, and her sacrificial love for her mother-in-law are woven into the great 
ǘŀǇŜǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ  CƻǊ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ wǳǘƘ ƛǎ YƛƴƎ 5ŀǾƛŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŎƻƳŜǎ 
the Messiah himselfέ  ό9ŜǊŘŜǊƳŀƴΩǎHandbook of the Bible, p. 226).

-- From a probable ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƛŘƻƭŀǘǊȅ ƛƴ aƻŀō ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜŀƎŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ wǳǘƘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ 
Naomi led her to great faith in God and a wonderful story of redemption.  Here is a brief layout:

-5ǳŜ ǘƻ ŦŀƳƛƴŜΣ bŀƻƳƛΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳƻǾŜǎ ǘƻ aƻŀōΦ  IŜǊ ǎƻƴ ƳŀǊǊƛŜǎ wǳǘƘΦ  όRuth 1:1-5)
-bŀƻƳƛΩǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴǎ ŘƛŜΦ  {ƘŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ WǳŘŀƘΦ ό1:6-8)
-wǳǘƘ ǊŜŦǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ bŀƻƳƛΩǎ ǎƛŘŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ōƻǘƘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳΦ ό1:15-18)
-.ƻŀȊΣ ŀƴ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜΣ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ wǳǘƘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ ό2:8-13)
- He desires to marry Ruth, but she is to be redeemed by a closer relative. (3:12-13)
- The closer relative chooses not to redeem her and Boaz marries her. (4:5-13).
- Ruth has a son named Obed.  He is the father of Jesse.  Jesse is the father of David. (4:17)

Samuel

-- I Samuel 1-9 records the birth and life of Samuel as prophet and judge over Israel.  Samuel was not only the 
last judge, but was chosen by God to appoint the first two kings of the monarchy:  Saul and David.  The rest of 
the book of I Samuel records the reign of each of those two kings.  Samuel thus ties the period of the judges 
to the period of the Kings.  (Note Acts 13:17-23).

- I Samuel 1-2 ς¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ IŀƴƴŀƘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ

- I Samuel 8:1-9ςThe period in history where Israel demanded a king (other than God)!

--¢ƘŜȅ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜŘ ǎǳŎƘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ {ŀƳǳŜƭΩǎ ǎƻƴǎΦ

-- They also did so because of their desire to be like the nations around them.

-- God considered this to be a rejection of His rule (8:6-8).

--{ǳŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΥ  ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƎƻƛƴƎ   
ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƎƻŘƭȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅΗ

ADDITIONAL NOTES

Numbering the JudgesςDepending on the following factors, any number between 12 and 18 can be used as the 
final total of judges who led Israel.   1) Include or exclude the usurper Abimelech(killed 70 of his brothers);  
нύ LƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ WǳŘƎŜǎ ƻǊ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ {ŀƳǳŜƭ ό9ƭƛ ŀƴŘ {ŀƳǳŜƭύΤ   оύ LƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƻǊ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜ {ŀƳǳŜƭǎΩ 
two sons (Joel and Abijah);   4) include Barak (Deborah called him to serve while she was Judge).

Why are Eli and Samuel not included in the book of Judges?(I Samuel 4:18; 7:15).  There is no certain answer.  
Possibly because Eli was viewed primarily for his work as high priest (I Samuel 1:9), and Samuel was remembered 
more for his work as a prophet (I Samuel 3:19-21), whereas most judges were raised for other purposes.
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Review Questions:

1) Why is the 4th book called 
άbǳƳōŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
book about?

2) Why did the Israelites travel 
in the wilderness for 40 
years?

3) Describe YƻǊŀƘΩǎrebellion.

4) ²Ƙȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ aƻǎŜǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ 
into Canaan and who led the 
people in his place?

5) What are the famous words 
of Joshua in chapter 24?

6) After the conquest and 
division of the land, was 
DƻŘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Jews fully fulfilled?

7) What 4 S cycle did Israel go 
through over and over during 
the time of the judges?

8) Why did Israel demand a king 
in the days of Samuel?

ADDITIONAL NOTES  (continued)  

Review the Timeline Chart on page 7.  

-- Take special note of the amount of time from Adam (Genesis 1) to David
(I Samuel 10).  Our study has so far covered 3,000+ years!

-- Also be certain you can explain the difference between the Patriarchal
and the Jewish Dispensations and ultimately the Christian Age.

-- Note these Major Person/Time markers:

- Adam 4000 B.C. 
- Abraham 2000 B.C.
- Moses  1500 B.C.
- David 1000 B.C.
- Christ 0 B.C.
- Us 2000 A.D.

Take the time to Memorize the major events of each Old Testament book:

D9b9{L{     όά.ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎέύ
-- Creation Genesis 1-2
-- The Fall of Man Genesis 3-5
-- The Flood Genesis 6-11
-- Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph Genesis 12-50

9·h5¦{     όάDƻƛƴƎ hǳǘέύ
-- The Exodus from Egypt Exodus 1-19
-- The National Law Exodus 20-24
-- The Tabernacle Exodus 25-40

LEVITICUS  (Pertaining to the Priests)
-- Sacrifices offered at the altar. Leviticus 1-7
-- Sanctification of the priests. Leviticus 8-10
-- Statutes the priests were to know and teach. Leviticus 11-27

NUMBERS      (Census Taken)
-- Concluding Events at Sinai Numbers 1-10
-- The Wilderness Wanderings Numbers 11-21
-- Events at the Plains of Moab Numbers 22-34

DEUTERONOMY     (2nd Giving of the Law)
-- Moses preaches in Plains of Moab Deuteronomy 1-34

JOSHUA     (Leader of the People)
-- Conquest of the Land of Canaan Joshua 1-12
-- Division of the Land of Canaan Joshua 13-24

JUDGES     (Leaders of the nation of Israel)
-- Over a Dozen Cycles (S, S, S, S) Judges 1-16
--ά¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŜȅŜǎέJudges 17-21

RUTH   (Moabite girl restored to lineage of Christ)
-- The Story of Ruth Ruth 1-4

I SAMUEL   (From Samuel to the Kings he Appointed)
-- Eli and Samuel as Judges I Samuel 1-9
-- Saul as King over Israel I Samuel 10-15
-- Saul and his dealings with David I Samuel 16-31



Drill Questions:

1) Who led Israel into the land 
and what was the land 
called?

2) What is the book of Joshua 
about and why is it a book 
of victory?

3) Who governed the people 
for the first 375 years they 
were in the land?  

4) What is the book of Judges 
about and why is it a book 
of failure?

5) What cycle occurred over 
and over in the book of 
Judges?

6) What nationality was Ruth 
and what is her story?

7) What work did Samuel do 
for the Lord in his life?

8) Why did the people 
demand a king?
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Lesson 6 ςJewish Dispensation ςThe United Kingdom

The Jewish Kings

-- Note Chart #4 on the next page.  Investigate the following categories.

- The United Kingdom:  3 rulers and the duration of their reigns.

- The Northern Kingdom: 20 rulers and the duration of the kingdom.

- The Southern Kingdom: 20 rulers and the duration up to the captivity.

I and II Samuel / I and II Kings

-- I Samuel 1-9 Samuel: The Last Judge (1:25-28; 8:1-7)

-- I Samuel 10-31 Saul:  First King (9:1-2; 31:1-4)

- (Ch. 16-31) - David and Saul (16:19-23; 27:1)

-- II Samuel 1-24 David:  Second King (2:1-4; 23:1-7)

-- I Kings 1-11 Solomon:  Third King (2:1-4; 11:1-9; 43)

-- I Kings 12 ςII Kings 25 The Divided Kingdom  (12:12-20; 17:23)

- (II Kings 18-24) - Judah Only (25:1-7)

I and II Chronicles

--άChronicleέ ςάмΦ ! ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜΤ ŀ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŦŀŎǘǎ ƻǊ 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦέ !ƴ ŀōōǊŜǾƛŀǘŜŘ 
record of divine history from the first man, Adam, to the return of Judah 
from captivity (I Chronicles 1:1; II Chronicles 36:22-23).

- I Chronicles 1-9 Genealogies (1:1; 3:1; 8:33)

- I Chronicles 10 King Saul (10:6; 13)

- I Chronicles 11-29 King David (11:1-3; 29:26-29)

- II Chronicles 1-9 King Solomon (1:1; 3:1; 9:22, 30-31)

- II Chronicles 10-36 WǳŘŀƘΩǎ YƛƴƎǎ(10:1-2; 34:1; 36:11-13)

The United Kingdom ς120 Years   

The people of God demanded a king (I Samuel 8:5).

-- Saulruled the Israelites for 40 years (Acts 13:21). 

- Due to his sin, his dynasty was not established (I Samuel 15:28).

-- Davidwas appointed by God to rule and he did so for 40 years (I Kings 2:11).

- Due to his righteousness, God chose his dynasty to reign over Israel.

-- Solomonsucceeded David and reigned for 40 years (I Kings 11:42).
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