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CHRISTIANS AS NEIGHBORS

Glad Tidings

Summary Thoughts on Christians As Neighbors

The story of the good Samaritan has a lot of human appeal about it. Humanity makes very little change through
the centuries, so the things true of humanity in general then
are still true. Humanity then had the superior race problem
just like we have today. The Jews hated the Samaritans, and
had no dealings with them. (John 4: 9b.) This all began
back in the days just after Solomon's death when the people
asked Rehoboam to lower the taxes. When he refused to do
so, ten tribes pulled off and established the northern kingdom, known as the kingdom of Israel. (1 Kings 12.) The
northern kingdom was carried into captivity and in their
place Assyrians were settled. These Assyrians married Jews
who were left there, and so a mixed race was the result.
When the kingdom of Judah had served seventy years in
Babylon, they returned to rebuild Jerusalem. These mixed
people of Samaria wished to have part with them in rebuilding the city but were not allowed to do so. (Neh. 4.) This
enmity continued until the days of our Lord. The Jews
thought of themselves as the chosen of God, as being acceptable to God on account of their relation to Abraham,
and they considered all other people as lost.
Another thing we see in this lesson which is common is
the fact that sometimes we can find better characters among
the despised groups than some in the superior group. The
Jews claimed to be the people of God, and to them Samaritans were no better than dogs. Yet this Samaritan man, a
nobody, was more human, did more good, than the most
religious men among the Jews. Often today we find the
most liberal and charitable people of a community are not
members of the church. The Jews taught the law and traditions and kept up the forms of worship, but they forgot to
practice what they preached. Such is often the case with the
church in a community. If you wish to know what is the
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doctrine of the gospel, just ask the people of the church;
but if you wish to see the practice of the gospel, especially in the matter of charity, sadly sometimes you may have
to look outside the church to find it.
In order to evade being embarrassed, the lawyer tried
to justify himself. It is difficult to break down and confess our sins, to let our weaknesses be known. It is human
to cover such things to keep our associates from knowing
them. This lawyer was a perfect specimen of humanity in
this respect. He came to make trial of the Lord; he went
away trying to cover up his own weakness.
Adapted by Steve Frazier

Additional thoughts from the financial perspective for
consideration from the text of Luke 10:25-28.
1. The robbers: “What is thine is mine also and I’ll get
it if I have to injure you.”
2. The priest and the Levite: “What is mine is mine and
I’ll keep it regardless of your needs.”
3. The Samaritan: “What is mine is thine also and I’ll
share it with you to the extent of your needs.”
The Question: “Which is Our Perspective”?
Final Thoughts on The Golden Text.—”Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself.” (Matt. 22:39b)
1. The love of self.—The measure of our love for our neighbor is the love we have for self. Love for self is manifested in feeding, clothing, sheltering one’s self, and in every
way looking out for one’s best interests. So if we love our
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neighbor as we love ourselves, we will do just that for our neighbors.
2. Love identifies itself with its object.—People who love God
with all their hearts try to become like God in their lives. If we
love the world we become degraded in thought and life, and like
the world we love. The Samaritan loved the man he found as
himself.
3. Such love is imperative.—This is one of the demands of the
Lord which begins with “Thou shalt.” It is not left to our discretion. It is not something we may do if we think it is reasonable.
Neither is it something we may do if we think the neighbor is
worthy of our love. Next, it is to be remembered that this is the
second most important command God has given. The first is that
we love God with all our hearts. Hence only one commandment
precedes this one in importance. And, next, all the law may be
summed up in these two commandments. If we love God, we
will do all he wishes us to do for Him; if we love our neighbor,
we will do all that is right toward him.
Would that all men would see the beauty of God’s love for us.. The solution
to all the church, race, and family, and societal problems. Let’s love! SF
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