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“But we have this 
treasure in jars of 

clay, to show that the 
surpassing power 

belongs to God and 
not us.”

2 Corinthians 4:7



Jars of Clay

• “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man 
found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has 
and buys that field.”  (Matthew 13:44)

• 27 To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles 
are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the 
hope of glory. 28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching 
everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in 
Christ.  (Colossians 1:27–28)

“… to show that the surpassing power belongs to 
God and not to us.” (2 Cor. 4:7b)



Jars of Clay – What Did They Look Like?

• Just like the “everyday” utensils in your cupboards at home, they 
looked battered, scared, and broken – in other words, USED!

• 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that 
the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 11 For we who 
live are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the 
life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is 
at work in us, but life in you.  (2 Cor. 4:8-12)



Jars of Clay – What Is Their Mission?

“Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation."
(Mark 16:15)

“... if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting 
from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed 
in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.”
(Colossians 1:23)

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes …” (Romans 1:16)



“But we have this 
treasure in jars of 

clay, to show that the 
surpassing power 

belongs to God and 
not us.”

2 Corinthians 4:7



“Every heart without Christ is a 
mission field and every heart with 
Christ is a missionary, an earthen 

vessel with treasure for all who are 
lost!”  

(Author Unknown) 




