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Taken from a panel on the Black Obelisk of Shalmaneser Ill. Jehu, King of Israel, son of Omri is
depicted kneeling before the Assyrian king; bringing him a tribute of silver, gold, a scepter &
spears. (The 6 1/2 ft. black limestone obelisk resides in the British Museum. Discovered in 1845)

Lessons From the Kings

Ly 2dz2NJ Y2RSNY ¢2NI Rz ¢S IINByQu Ftft GKI
core tenets of our U.S. constitution was to prevent the accumulation of power to one person or
office by distributing the authority to govern between three independent branches of govern-
ment. But throughout the history of mankind, the dominant form of government has been the
absolute monarchy. The children of Israel in their quest to be like the nations around them also
wanted a king, an absolute monarch. In Deuteronomy 17:14-20, Moses gave commands concern-
Ay3d 1AYy3IEAT KdzyRNBRA 2F &SI NB o0ST2NB LaNg
Israel could only anoint a king over them whom God chose and this king was required to be a fel-
low countryman, an Israelite.

(Continued on pag®)
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Beginning in verse 18, Moses gave the following in-
structions to insure that future kings of Israel would be
righteous, benevolent monarchs. ¢ b2 6 A a K
about when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he she
write for himself a copy of this law on a scroll in the pres
ence of the Levitical priests. And it shall be with him, an
he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn t
fear theLoRD his God, by carefully observing all the word:
of this law and these statutes, that his heart may not be
lifted up above his countrymen and that he may not turr
aside from the commandment, to the right or the left; in
order that he and his sons may continue long in his king
R2Y Ay G(GKS YDe#®a718-22 ¥To duramd S
rize, each king was to:

9 2NAGS 2dzi KAa 2¢6y O2LR

ence of Levitical priests

1 Keep his copy nearby and read it all his life

1 Carefully observe (obey) the law and statutes;

turn neither to the right nor to the left

1 52yQiG SEIFtG KAYaStT | o
If the king would do this, he and his sons could expect to
reign long in Israel.

{AYyOS L&N)StQa 0SIAYYAY:
the era of the Judges, God served as their Monarch.
When Israel first demanded a king, Samuel was displeased
that the people were dissatisfied with him and his sons
judging the nation, however God said, ¢ 1t KS& KI @
jected you, but they have rejected Me from being kinc
2O0SN) {RSYYPEYT O D2R aid2f SN
like all the nations, but instructed Samuel to fully inform
them of the high cost. (1 Sam 8:10-18) He concluded with
thiswarning, ¢ 0 KSy @&2dz gAfft ONEB 2
your king whom you have chosen for yourselves, but tt
[2NR gAft y2i0 | yHodeS8eNihe&nindz
of the people was made up, 6 Y SOS NI KSf S&a:
fused to listen to the voice of Samuel, and they said, b
there shall be a king over us, that we may be like all th
nations, that our king may judge us and go out before u
FYR FTAIKG 1mAI-20F GGt Sa dé
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The first recorded effort to anoint a king
over lsrael is recorded in Judges 8 when
Gideon led the northern tribes to defeat the
scourge of the Midianites. Initially lacking
in confidence, he eventually obeyed the Lord
and became a powerful leader and deliv-
erer. As he returned home from pursuing

the Midianites, ¢ t KS YSy 27
DARS2Yy > WNMHzZ S 2@SNJ
Ifaz2 &2dzN) a2y Qa

TNRY

LINE JARSR GKSANI aFl @20
political backing. Judges 9:6a reads, & | Y R |
the men of Shechem and all Betfillo as-
sembled together, and they went and made
A YSE SORersq 2 Jtdes that,

Gy2¢6 1 0AYSEt SOK NMz SF
@S| NBadbéd2dz NBTFf SO0 2y
BR2NIQSff &12A RR20d20 G NB Y ¢

dzbroptlyo vehénka cart@indavoinayi RierafidlydzNJ
& 2 y I thrév2aNlippe® nditlsténhe ih& a R\Bef ands S |
0 KS KI yikdg 22F & a kztrudhed diQskull. Abimelech was a rascal

Gideon said to them, | will not rule over you,through and through who brought much pain
nor shall my son rule over you, the Lord shaknd dishonor on Israel. So how did a mighty

NHzt S 2 @ $udg)8:23 2 Alzdaddable as
DARS2y Q&
action undermined and squandered his sig-
nificant influence for good. In verses 8:24-27
he asked for gold from the spoils of war from
iK2aS ¢K2QR F2dzaKi
From this he fashioned an ephod and placed
it in his home town of Ophrah. This seem-
ingly reasonable and perhaps honorable un-
dertaking turned into snare for Gideon and
KAa K2dzaSK2f RO ¢ KS
specified, only that his actions led Israel to
GLI & GKS KINXf2G3¢
worship that God commanded for Himself
alone.  His actions and influence depreci-
ated the spirituality of the whole nation.

Gideon was the father of 70 sons by his
many wives, plus the father of yet another
son by his concubine in Shechem. Judges 9
records the sordid account of Abimelech the
NB3IdzS a2y 6K2Qa
FTFHGKSNRa RSIFGK g1 a
(Judg 9:5). Even though Gideon (Jerubbaal)
had disavowed any interest in being king,
Abimelech ingratiated himself with his
Y2U0KSNRa Tl YAt @

Iy R

leader and deliverer like Gideon bring up

NBalLl2yasS VYlsach K Ilwdtblesso Bupygrsas Kbimilech? S E

Proverbs 22:6 states, & 4 NI Ay  dzLJ |
way he should go, even when he is old he will
y2 i RSLI N¥Butebiddy)6:7 statesp £

IKS2 @ARKI YA GEE OK § KK &Y

to your sons and shall talk of them when you
sit in your house and when you walk by the
way and when you lie down and when you
NR & S It ajgheibstthat Gideon failed to do
R aind Iskaél geaped! the whidwikd. S £ Q &
_This publication issue examines several
kings2whoUrglghtl durling theedividedNiEny-
dom period. Our objective is to go beyond a
brief history of their reign, to connect their
20SRASYOS (2 D2RQa
outcome of their reign. As you know the
ungodly leadership of the northern (Kingdom
of Israel) monarchs resulted in a progressive
departure from God for the entire nation. In

(e} V4
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A Y A (ekslthéin 20D y@aisxhg natiorFfnastcarrizdaof y 3
(i igto chpkivityt Thenkfdly, thenspirkubl influ- 6 |

ence of some godly kings prolonged the exis-
tence of the southern kingdom of Judah for a
while. _ 4




Jeroboam |
Ron Gray

Jeroboam the son of Nebat was a young
man who was destined for greatness. King
{2t2Y2y altg¢g GKIFG KS
GAYRdza i NR 2 dza = ¢
position of great authority. (1 Kgs 11:28)

The prophet Ahijah graphically demon-
AGNY GSR G2 WSNRBOG2I Y
D2R ¢2dzf R o0NBIF 1 dzLJ {
cause of idolatry, keeping just a small part for
the line of David. The greater part (10 tribes)
would be under Jeroboam as the new king of
Israel. Solomon became aware of this and
sought to kill Jeroboam, who fled to Egypt. (1
Kgs 11:29-40)

LRy {2ft2Y2yQa RS
boam became king and Jeroboam returned
home. As spokesman for the people, Jero-
boam asked Rehoboam to lighten the heavy
burdens that Solomon had placed upon
them. He refused and Israel rebelled against
Rehoboam. They made Jeroboam king over
ten tribes just as the prophet had spoken.

The future looked bright for Jeroboam as
KS 0SOIFYS 1Ay3 IyR
doing. But, one tiny word that God spoke
through the prophet Ahijah proved to be the
stumbling block that would take away a life-
time of blessings and a glorious legacy; that
62 NR ¢ laa yidRbur vk listen to all

jects went to Jerusalem to offer sacrifice at
the Temple, their allegiances would turn
back to the king in Judah. And if that hap-
pened they would then kill him. So, Jero-
o2y aiz221 O2dzyasSté |
goddl Fhen GeA&d\Nthe pdoglef & € 2 dz Y R

i KSNB Hehddp tkIerusdlénidng WSUNER Behdld

your gods, O Israel who brought you up out
2T (GKS f I yidset an& idoDirmBe-LJ0
thél [rl onp @ DER @ appokile éngs af the 2 N
@dn@yYHe gfsQriade templediRidgtypla@sS
and appointed priests who were not of the
tribe of Levi.

The words Jeroboam spoke echoed the
words of the Israelites in the wilderness as
they stood by the golden calf that Aaron
made. It is amazing to think that anyone who
KKR KYX&gfaSRASwRKF2 ik & N
golden calf, and the wrath of God that fol-
lowed would even consider repeating that
scenario. If Aaron ¢ 0 NB dzZ3 K & dzOK
dzLJ2 y  UeKoBo¥hX doubled that sin! (Ex
32:12; 1Kgs 14:16)

Jeroboam also appointed a feast which
was to be held in the eighth month rather
than the seventh month. While he was there

K bt Rethgl afRRridgisacrifiesSoa the ajfaB & A W

the fifteenth day in the month that he had
RSOAASR FNRBY 1kgd ®:332a5 v
man of God cried out against the altar. Jero-
02FY aGNBUOKSR 2dzi K
KAY®DPE | A& FNY BAGKSN

that | command you, and will walk in my He begged the man to ask God to heal him.
ways, and do what is right in my eyes byThe man did and God restored the arm.

keeping my statutes and my commandments,

All of these things did not convince nor

as David my servant did, | will be with youhumble Jeroboam before the Lord. He went
and will build you a sure house, as | built foron to tragically lose his son. He expected to

5 OARZ
11:38
Jeroboam began to worry that as his sub- .

YR L
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he had 800,000 men and Judah had
400,000. He planned to ambush them from
behind their lines. King Abijah of Judah
askedhima , 2dz GKAY1 02

R2Y 27T ivikh$ultiti@iesadd idols?
Jeroboam lost a half million men who fell

slain that day.
Jeroboam is the very picture of one who
KFR D2RQa of Saaiay3da

reckless arrogance. Perhaps the stay in
idolatrous Egypt colored his thinking and the
GO2dzyasSt ¢ KS
was definitely flawed. Perhaps those advi-
sors feared the consequences of not agree-
ing to his preconceived notions. Yet, as Solo-
Y2V
He, like the rest of us, was responsible for
his own thoughts, words, and actions.

Had he obeyed the words that God
spoke to him by Ahijah, Jeroboam could
have been a model king, he could have
changed history, souls would have turned to
God, a half million men would not have died
in vain. His legacy could have been enviable;
but this is his legacy: & | S
L & NI St 1Kds24:16 Ik fact £he Scrip-
tures say of Bassha (and nearly every other

king of Israel), "and he did evil in the sight of
the Lord andwalked in the way of Jero-
boam and in his sin which he made Israel

sin." 1 Kgs 15:34 This or a similar statement
is used to describe nearly every king of Is-
rael that follows him. As the first king, his
ungodly influence seemingly set the stage
for all subsequent kings as well as the nation
itself, and doomed Israel to captivity.

Jesus gave every person on earth, who
would receive Him, the right to become chil-
dren of God. (John 1:13) But, how many of

a2dAaKi

aFAR WSNRoO2IY g1

AAYYSR

them have turned to selfish folly and aban-
doned the promises of the Lord?

The New Testament tells us how to be-

6 AORKAESH | YRR WK SORKAYRNB y =

faithfulness, and how our God expects to be
G2NEKALILISR® . dziz YAff
gone down the same path as King Jeroboam,
GKAYl1Ay3 GKIG D2RQA
med RL adjAdtl fy REBNBRG S (K S
IRR 6KIFIGSOSNI L RS&ANE
ess. Surely, the Lord will find my ways to be
jusb & godBNpy pted 1 KS A R2f

GC2NJ Y& GK2dAakKda N
neither are your ways my ways, declares the
Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the
@arthl so ¥ré vy wely® Bidwér thdn §/duSniliys
FYR Yeé G(K2dzaAKGa 414l y
55:8-9

Just as the man of God tried to correct
Jeroboam and bring him back to reality, we
may find ourselves being admonished by a
Christian Brother or Sister. Do we have the
contrite heart to listen and turn back to the
Lord or would we like to stick out an accusing
FyIR MY RSalres af{SAal s
truth-6 SOl dzaS @2dz R2¥ R
just as effective as the ostrich who buries his
head in the sand.

. NBUKNBY> AF | Yl
trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a
one in a spirit of gentleness, considering your-
aStFT tfSald e2dlbrf a2 o6 8

One lesson from this study is this: When-
ever we feel like determining if something is
NAIKG NBfAIA2daAatesr g
aSté¢ TNBY:{adIK24S 4K
will tell you what you want to hear). God sees

(Continued on pagé)



everything you do, hears every word you
utter, and knows every thought that passes
through your mind; therefore, at Judgment
Day there will be no witnesses called and no
accomplices upon whom to cast blame. You
will stand alone and give answer for yourself.

Probably the most amazingly foolish
thing that Jeroboam did was to set up the
golden calves. Not only has God condemned
idolatry from the beginning, but there is evi-
dence that worshipping a golden calf brings
the wrath of God! Whenever you know that
God condemns something and you have evi-
dence of the devastating results of that sin;
why would you ever engage in such?

Jeroboam would not live up to his part
2T D2RQa LINRYAaSoH
promise to us: 2 K2S@SNJ 1S
YIYyRYSyida FoARSa A
1John 3:24a

Km)

Rehoboam
Steven D. Baxley

Rehoboam was the son of Solomon by
Naamah the Ammonitess. He reigned after
the death of his father (931 B.C.) for seven-
teen years. He was forty-one years old when
he began to reign (1 Kgs 14:21). His reign is
described in three sections of Scripture: 1
Kings 12:1-24; 1 Kings 14:21-31; and 2
Chronicles 10-12. He is best remembered as

2 AW had sepad asagviers ¥, Spla
LJeheir gdyicg wasiplyfy € 2dz g At f

the king whose actions directly resulted in
the dissolution of the united monarchy, and
the establishment of the northern kingdom
of Israel under Jeroboam | (which is dis-
cussed in a separate article in this publica-
tion).
wSK2062FYQa O2NRBVYI

Shechem. Jeroboam son of Nebat returned
from Egypt (where he had fled from Solo-
mon) and served as a spokesman for the
people. Their request was simple: Solomon
had burdened the people with hard service,
and they now sought relief. Rehoboam
asked for three days to consider their re-
quest. During this time, he consulted two
parties. The first group were the older men

SPI@T@n. .
s pegple fodag anghserge thery, and fpeals

good words to them when you answer
them, then they will be your servants for-
S @ SIN@p £2:7 Next, Rehoboam consulted
the young men for their advice. Their re-
sponse was harsh: ¢ ¢ Kdza aKI f €
GKAA LIS2LX S 6K2 &l Al
made our yoke heavy, but you lighten it for
dzaz Q G Kdza akKl f € € 2dz
FAYIASNI Aa GKAO]TSNI GK
now, whereas my father laid on you a heavy
yoke, | will add to your yoke. My father disci-
plined you with whips, but | will discipline
@2dz 6 AGK BKGANDIM 2Rgha-d Q
boam chose to follow the advice of these
men with whom he had grown up.

The result was that 10 of the 12 tribes
rejected all allegiance to the House of
5 I @ AMRat pottion do we have in David?
We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse.

(Continued on pagé)



To your tents, O Israel! Look now to your ownkingdom, Levites and priests moved to the

K 2 dza S 3 1 Kgb 12:36R Reioboam sent
his taskmaster Adoram to restore order, he
was stoned to death, and the king was forced
to flee back to Jerusalem. Gathering an army
of 180,000 men from the tribes of Judah and
Benjamin, Rehoboam decides to take back
the lost territories by force. God makes it
clear to him through Shemaiah the prophet
that he is not to do this, and although this
major invasion is abandoned, conflict be-
tween Rehoboam and Jeroboam (now king
over the northern tribes) will continue off-
and-on for many years (1 Kgs 14:30).

In making his decision, Rehoboam sought

southern kingdom (2 Chron 11:13), and thus
GiKSe AGNBYy3IGIKSYSR
and for three years they made Réloam
the son of Solomon secure, for they walked
for three years in the way of David and Solo-
Y 2 y Tié certainly was a good start, espe-
OAlLtte I FUSNI wSK2o621!
However, this religious attitude was lost
fairly quickly once Rehoboam had solidified
his hold on power (2 Chron 12:1). Whether
I OGA@Ste LINPY2G3SR o8
erated by him, Judah built places of pagan
worship and even allowed male cult prosti-
tutes, engaging in the practices of the Ca-

O 2 dzy ®%ris aré éstablished by counsel; naanites that God had driven out of the land

o8& oB6AA&aS
20:18), but failed to differentiate between
wise counsel and unwise counsel. He failed
to understand that those who had advised
his father Solomon had experience beyond
any that the younger men would have had or
could provide. More importantly, Rehoboam
made no effort at all to consult God on this
decision. He certainly could have consulted
Shemaiah, or even the prophet Adonijah of
{ KAt 2K 066K2
Jeroboam ¢ 1 Kgs 11:29ff). This was his fatal
mistake. Perhaps Rehoboam can be forgiven
for not being wise enough himself to choose
the best counsel to follow, but in not consult-
ing God (either in his reply, or in sending
Adoram to crush the revolt, or in his planned
invasion), he ignores the one and only source
for absolutely wise counsel.

The second thing that should be noted
o2dzi wSK2o02l YQa
climate that prevailed in Judah. When Jero-
boam established idolatry in the northern

JdzA R ¢ OrBverbg | F1Kgs 18:P2r23). ¢ These changes took place

rapidly, since Shishak of Egypt invaded the

tfFyYR AY wSK2o02lYQa ¥
Chronicles makes it clear that this invasion
was a result of their unfaithfulness (2 Chron
MHYHZpUOU® {KAaKIF]l &I
fortified cities, even reaching Jerusalem. His
inscription in the temple of Karnak at Luxor
(Egypt) lists 156 towns that he conquered,
some of which were located in the northern

ax

KR RSt A @r§dom & Isreep R e3ponsg H ghis in@-S

arzy I YR 02 D2RQa
through Shemaiah, the & LINA y OS & 2 ¥
0KS ((Ay3a Kdzvof SR (KS
[ 2 NR A a ANOhEKIEES Rodzielip-Q €
ers the kingdom from the hands of Shishak,

but only after Rehoboam is forced to pay
substantial tribute, in the form of the Tem-

ple and palace treasures, including the
shields of gold that Solomon had made (2

NI A CiRgn 13:9)-5 The oespll ags8semend 02 qz

WSK202I YQa NBEA3IY Aa
12:14 states,a ! YR KS RAR S @}



aSi KAa KSI NI
{KAAKI 1 Qa AYyQlIarzy
year, and he reigned seventeen years in to-
tal, there were twelve years left when he
could demonstrate the genuine character of
his repentance. Given the overall assess-
ment, it would seem safe to conclude that
his repentance during the invasion turned
out to be short-lived.

Ly (KAa&
the picture presented of Judah as a whole
throughout this period. Sin would be fol-
lowed by repentance (and an unrighteous
king by a righteous one) until the reign of
Zedekiah, at the end of which, & (1 K S

i Qnce A g)gflthat hem@rriegl Jereelpthe daughter of
ghthlaal xkirg ofytBex Sidgrpansy ang wewmt X0y
Iy RKgsdl@3WA K 7

ASNWBS . I f

Jezebel convinced Ahab to built an altar
and house of Baal in Samaria. Not only fa-
natical about her idolatrous religion, she was
also headstrong, self-willed and domineer-
ing. With a moral weakling for a husband,
she had little trouble getting her way.

NB I NRZ wS K 2 Ho satisfiengust kidstallish he raliglad2 N

in Israel, Jezebel sought to stamp out every
remnant of Jehovah worship and to kill every
true prophet of God, and she almost suc-
ceeded. Some prophets survived by compro-

¢ NImisifg tieiF convictions, another group of

the Lord rose against his people, until there 100 were hidden in a cave and fed secretly

gl a y2 ZENdD RIS.The only
thing left was the total destruction of Jeru-
salem, and captivity in Babylon.

Ahab
Cedric Land

King Ahab was one of Israel's most pow-
erful rulers; ruling from 874 to 853 B.C. He
is introduced to the pages of Scripture with
these shockingwords: ¢! y R ! KI o

by a godly servant of Ahab named Obadiah.
But Elijah was the only one courageous
Sy2dzZak G2 adlyR dzLJ
wickedness. God gave him a great victory
when he called down fire from heaven upon
Mount Carmel. The prophets of Baal were
slain and it looked as though the nation
would turn back to God. But Jezebel was not
finished with her sinister work. She swore in
her rage that she would kill Elijah, and he ran
for his life. Baal worship lived on, dragging
the nation to new depths of degradation.
Ahab was just as self-willed as Jezebel,
(but Qvithzadifferept temperament. For one

Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord more thing, he had willfully entered a politically

GKFHYy +FEt @gK2
He had the dubious distinction of being the
most wicked king who reigned over Israel

& QN30 6 Scgngenght nfarkiagedtigat was contrary to
FTNRY BBIRd

SOSNE 62NR
becomes even more evident in an incident

up until his day. We expect aimost anything A Y @2f gAy 3 GKS 1Ay3 |
from a man that degenerate, and are not oNow it came about after these things, that

surprised to read, 6 ! YR A Ol Y S\abpts thejzpzeelite had a vineyard which
though it had been a trivial thing for him to was in Jezreel beside the palace of Ahab kin

walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Ne-

(Continued on pag®)
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2F { I Y1l KA R1d € Ahab wanted
blro23KQa LINRLISNI &z

to sell or trade his inheritance, just as he
should have done, for God had forbidden the
Jews to sell their paternal inheritance (Lev
25:23-34). Naboth was simply obeying the
law of the Lord.

a{2 ! KIo

9f A2l K YSi ' KINO

Ay

oldaiR bLINERY(i2KdZy FORSERY (D2 R&2ay

and his wife for their wicked deed. It was
several years later when that judgment
came on Ahab, and it too is a story of self-
will. The incident started over Ramoth-
Gilead, a city east of Jordan which belonged

OF YS Ay 2 loKskag, buk bagiheen cogaysred ly gyria

y F

vexed because of the word which Naboth theAhab asked Jehoshaphat, King of Judah, if he

Jezreelite had spoken to him ... And he layvould go to battle with him for Ramoth-
down on his bed and turned away his faceCilead. Jehoshaphat agreed, but wanted to

FYR i3S Yis 2FL @iRydu be-
lieve that a grown man would act this child-
ishly? Jezebel found Ahab sulking in his bed

consult the Lord first. Ahab called his proph-
ets and they assured him that the Lord
would give him the city. Jehoshaphat was

andsaidtohim a1 26 A& AG 0 KPOpsatigfiedgong a5 RGN 5%2 0 ¢
a2 adf tSy GKHiG e2d NS f2NRSKpNpPF #KI Rk ¢
Kgs 21:5 He told her how Naboth refused to 1 Kgs 227 Ahab replied, a ¢ KSNE A &

give him his vineyard. She replied, & 5 2

& gy by whom we may inquire of the Lord,

v2¢ NBAIY 2G9NI b dddd g bukl shate him, because he does not proph-
ern terms, that might sound more like, what ~ €Sy good concerning me, but evil. He is Mi-
FNB @2dzZ F Yy 2N+ ka3 igs Mikighvwishs

you are the king! Jezebel could not seem to
understand that even the king in Israel was
subject to the laws of God.

We discover how thoroughly this weak
and wicked man was dominated by his evil
wife whenshesaid, a ! NAaS> S i

your heart be joyful; | will give you the vine-

@8IFNR 2F bl 620K Kg K3
She planned a hideous crime; to pay false
witnesses to testify that they heard Naboth
blaspheme God and the king, so that both he
and his sons would be stoned to death. The
king could then lay claim to the land (cf. 2
Kgs 9:26). Of this disgraceful incident God
said, a { dZNBf & GKSNB 41 &

050 dzasS WST So St
21:25

called, and although he knew his life was In

danger, he spoke what God told him. Israel

would be scattered on the mountains like

sheep without a shepherd (1 Kgs 22:17). As

$S YAIAKG SELISOGZI !

%r%\lﬁciy Epg caﬁ_t 'rﬁint? %*iﬁ)n. He was
e

going to have what he wanted and do what

Ahab knew the Syrians would be after
him personally, so he removed his royal gar-
ments and disguised himself as a regular
soldierab2 ¢ |

K I

§S1 hESt £ §8pe A NNB I NR

OSNIFAY Yl

random and struck the king of Israel in a

22 Ay

2 T 1 Kgg$34 ITADSEdNID &

g}dznotrzkryavg hefwgls «tsl’@otir]g ﬂtﬁk@ kir]g,K 2

sold himself to do evil in the sight of the Lord,But his arrow penetrated the narrow slit be-

Kigsa BAFIBY Ak (LIS Oty et

(Continued on pag&0)



Jezebel outlived Ahab by almost fourteen | K 6 RAR O0F2NJ ! KI 60 Q&
@SINE® WSKdzZ G(KS OF LMY RY KBT RARNISPARA AlgNNM
the instrument of her divine discipline. After ~ Chron 21:6 So their evil influence moved
At Le@Ay3 YAYy3 WSK2NI YR2UHAKOPQWSE2WE YKS yR2R
Jezreel. Scripture says, 6 2 KSy WS K dz th® heXtSkingliic? Judah. a 6! KI T A K
Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it, and she paintedialked in the ways of the house of Ahab, for
her eyes and adorned her head, and lookedis mother was his counselor to do wickedly.
2dzi G KS 2&gs ¥R 8hé khéw what  And he did evil in the sight of the Lord like
was about to happen, but she was going to  the house of Ahab, for they were his coun-
die like a queen, arrogant, self-willed and un-  selors after the death of his father, to his
repentant to the end. She shouted abuses at R S & (i NHATkirdn 2229 ¢
WSKdz FNBY KSNJ dzZLJA G+ A NE |k MmafyR podierful ehélanab Gvas WS
command, her own servants threw her down.  headstrong and stubborn. He witnessed fire
It happened just as Elijah had prophesied, & L Y from heaven descend and burn up the sacri-
the property of Jezreel the dogs shall eat thefice to God on Mount Carmel, yet he re-
TtSaK 22Kgye86 SoSt ¢ mained stubborn and refused to turn from

Their wicked influence lived on in their  the immoral, idolatrous worship that
children. And this is often the saddest side  plagued Israel. Only under threat of his own
STTSOU 27F tA@Sa f A7 Slifeldid hedeRent, blit yhéh orly $of Sitiord £ Q
sons of Ahab and Jezebel later ruled in Israel.  time. We can learn from king Ahab that we
The first was Ahaziah. Of him God says, @ ! Y Rmust be humble in the sight of the Lord.
he did evil in the sight of the Lord and walkedThe Lord is always watching us and that
in the way of his father and in the way of hiseven though we may repent for a short
mother and in the way of Jeroboam the son ofwhile and repent in a manner in which eve-
Nebat, who caused Israel to sin. So he servegjone can see us, the Lord God almighty can
Baal and worshiped him and provoked thea S 2 dzNJ KSI Nlia FyR
Lord God of Israel to anger according to alllasts far longer than just a moment. He will
OKFG KAAa Fl (G1KKGSNR:5R53R reRénifed whén you go back on your oath
Their second son was Jehoram. As Jehu rode  days, weeks or even years later.
to execute vengeance on the house of Ahab, Ahab was very similar to us Christians

Jehoram cried, a L& AU LISIhD S Joda\e (a@2fiéred many chances by the
adzyYSR dzlJ WSK2 N} YQ& LFE durbd tofﬂebth Knd b& daved, @{;ﬁeLJf (
a2 KFd LSFOS:T a2 2y 3 rdeded th&Brd Kkl N%ogeqd\'fml@\/\ﬂa 2 7
mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are Sopath of wickedness and evil. Similarly the
Y Iy &Kgs9:22 evil that Ahab and his wife engaged in
Ahab and Jezebel also had a daughter,  spread to their children and those children
Athaliah who married Jehoram, the son of  married and spread their evil throughout
Jehoshaphat, king of Judah. & 1 S & | £ 1 SHoth kryel ad BuBea, showing us truly how
way of the kings of Israel, just as the house of (Continued on page1)
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one bad apple can spoil the whole barrel; NARRAY3I LaN) Sf 2F | R
the barrel in this case being the Israelite na-  also kills Ahaziah the king of neighboring
tions. Judah, who was the son of Athaliah, the
daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, and forty-two
2F ' KFETAFKQE NBEFGAL
9:27; 10:13-14) Although violent, the house
of Ahab is utterly destroyed in Israel by
Jehu. The Lord Himself commends Jehu,
Jehu saying a @ 2dz KI @S R2YyS g
Aaron Lumpkin what is right in My eyes, and have done to
Jehu is among the most memorable kings the house of Ahab according to all that was

of the northern kingdom of Israel. Much Ay ae XKgsLoeD @&

more is recorded about him than of many of I TGSNI WSKdzQa SEGSN
his fellow kings, and what is written is dis-  house, he then shifts his focus to what
tinct and colorful. Jehu was a mighty warrior  prompted the Lord to appoint him originally:

and leader of men. Specifically skilled as a  vengeance against the prophets of Baal.
charioteer and archer, he rises through the ~ Remember that after Elijah defeats the
ranks and serves as a high ranking officer  prophets of Baal on Mt Carmel, Elijah then

dzy RSNJ ! K6 YR 020K laRehts thaKhe aldddlin Istagl s deft wh 2
ruled after him. Jehu is hand-picked by the R2Say Qi &aSNBS . LIt ®
Lord to purge His people from the worshipof ~ § K S NB R0V In Asgael, @ll the knees
Baal (1 Kgs 19:15-18) and to utterly destroy (Kl § KIF @S y 2 Inth@pbed-R
the house of Ahab (2 Kgs 9:7-9). Afterheis 2 dz& OSNES o6mM YI& MY
FYy2AYGSR 1Ay3 | yR O2nid thadski@tyfoSindicadedlijal againgt K |
command, he rallies his fellow captains and  the prophets of Baal. The same zeal that
stages a O2 dzLJ ,RifvEgl hisichariot WS Kdz SEKAOAUGSR 261 NJ
GFdzNR 2dzat &8¢ G2 WSTNBSYy RKSNBI § KBa ORBNB Y {i
I KI6Q&a azy W2NIYZ A a tieketye grbphets an@deryanits oF BdRinfo |
tle wound. Jehu shoots an arrow through  thinking his reign would also one where Baal
W2 NI YQa KSIFNI FyR aSworsipithrive Se simindhB af $aal wor- O O
ing to the word of God. The destruction of  shippers and priests to the temple of Baal
I KI 6 Q& K2dzaS 02y Ay dfodasoledirhassénblyVihdn SeadS doldigrsy R
seventy sons of Ahab falling to Jehu. Even  to enter the temple and kill every worship-
iK2aS Otzaste I aa2 OAperofBddl. Theletnile of Ballis Gerdyed NB
YSSU G K SSh NehuSkifle’ Yall who re- and the sight is turned into a latrine. The
mained of the house of Ahab in Jezreel, andvriter of the book of the Kings captures the

all his great men and his acquaintances andksignificance of the event as succinctly as

his priests, until he left him without a survi- possible: @ ¢ K dzZa WS Kdz SNI RA -
@2 NIpEY3Ia MnYmm .dzi WSKdz R2SayQid aidz2L) gAd

(Continued on pag&2)
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L & NJ2 &ds ®0£28 There is not a single
record of further Baal worship in the north-
ern kingdom after Jehu extinguishes it!

WSKdzQa I+ QlAz2ya
to provide a historical record. One of the
lessons | take away from Jehu regards his
zeal. In the original Hebrew language (and
in Greek as well), the word for zeal is the
same word for jealousy. It refers to bub-
bling over of something that is from deep
within. God Himself often uses this word to
describe His own attitude towards Israel (Isa
42:13). King Jehu is one of the greatest ex-
amples of zeal in Scripture. He was driven
to accomplish his assigned tasks and relent-
tSaate O2YLX SGSR
0KIFd WSKdzQa
cal ambition, but that is purely conjecture.
What is recorded is that he attributed his
2oy | OlA2ya
YS IyR aS$S vyeé
10:16 More than once, Jehu refers to
prophecies issued regarding the destruction
2F ! KF0oQa K2dzaS:z
OK2aSy AyaldNdXzySyi
commends and rewards Jehu for his zeal (2
Kgs 10:30) - we too must strive to develop
the same passion for serving our God if we
hope to be commended and rewarded by
our Lord.

Zeal alone, however, is not sufficient in
pleasing our Master. We must be careful to
walk in His ways. Jehu, evidently, was not:
G. dzi WSKdz gl a yz2i

NB (et ynigtake zgrahfor §hrle-hparted gbedjk
2 Bncep2 RQ &

Jeroboam had set up when the nation di-
vided into Israel and Judah. Jehu at least tol-
erated, if not participated in, such worship. It

6 S NB3y ceam paIRIExiagSthatsSnian eudyse Jt &

forcefully eradicate one form of idolatry and
@St alyOliAz2y |y2(iKSNJ
derstand, however, that the Golden Calf wor-
ship was not the same as Baal worship.
There are numerous examples of so-called
deities Israel sometimes worshipped, of
which Baal was the most common. The wor-
ship of the Golden Calf was worshipping the
Lord (YHWH) but in a different form (that of a
golden calf). To be clear, this was still idola-
try and still odious to God. It began as Israel

G K Scgmped at|Mf $nai (B632)5aad wgsresur- 3 &
Y2 G A @I G Arected by Jegobogmi primarily forgpgligical, g2

y20i NBfAIA2dza NBIl azy:
condemnation of worshipping foreign gods is

{ 2Coke\with 1 t&ated differengly (apdom@ol haigher) in this
1 2HKgst

stpry Ay caneisgently throyghayk Scripture,
than is worship of the Golden Calf. Jehu
sinned in this regard, and we would be wise

T« D¢

GNI 0K D2

The final lesson | take from the story of
Jehu is to rejoice that our God is the judge of
man, and not any of us. It would be easy to

RSttt 2y WSKdzQa AR2f
and write him off as just another evil king of
LANF St X odzi GKIFGQa
NElFazy L R2y Qi RNI g

{ ONX LJG dzNB R 2 Berywotdi king G I

O | ofitBeNarherniipgdogn pfdsrpel (axgept fork S

of the Lord, the God of Israel, with all his @ few of whom almost nothing is recorded) is

heart; he did not depart from the sins of 8 LISOA FA O £ £ &
GKAOK 2B YAAEKGL 3NF SUKGA f @NRE |

WSNRBG2F YX
10:31 No king of Israel ever reversed the
course of worshipping the Golden Calf that

RS3ONMXOG !

phrase, interestingly, is not said of Jehu. This

(Continued on pag&3)



is not an accident. On the contrary, the
overwhelming majority of what is recorded
is positive. We have already discussed his
zeal. His regard for the Lord and for His
prophets is evident, and Jehu is very careful
to make sure no servants of the Lord are
caught up in the killing of the prophets of
Baal (2 Kgs 10:23) Does this mean Jehu was
NA IKEGS2dza K ¢KI GQa
stated either, and thus not the conclusion |
reach. When | think on the character of
Jehu | see someone who was mighty for the
Lord, and yet struggled with sin as well,
making him not so different than us. The
lesson | learn is not whether Jehu was evil
or righteous, but to rejoice that | serve a
merciful and patient God, and to be grate-
ful that | am not the one who has the unen-
viable task of deciding the fate of any man!

Uzziah
(Azariah) Lost It All
Carol Fertig

How does a man who began his career
so brilliantly end it so horribly? Uzziah was
placed upon the throne of Judah by the
people after his father was victim of a con-
spiracy and murder. 2 Chronicles 25 tells of
0KS LINPoOofSYa 2F KAA
such a violent end. Uzziah was only sixteen
years old at the time of his ascension, but it
must have been a popular decision to ad-
vance him because 2 Chronicles 26:1 says
thata® o +Fff GKS

who was sixteen years old, and made him
1AYy3 AyadadSIFIR 27T WKataa -
scary position for a teenager! The saving
grace for this king and for the kingdom of
Judah was that Uzziah had the prophet
Zechariah to guide him. (2 Chron 26:5)
Zechariah instructed the young king in the
fear of God, the respect for God and for His
Wwiei &a2YSGKAYy3I GKIFG A

Uzziah prevailed in war and in building
defenses for his country. He dealt aggres-
sively with the Philistines, the Arabians, and
0KS aSdzyAiSazr oAGK-
8). Three strong cities of the Philistines,
Gath, Jabneh, and Ashdod, were broken
through and occupied. Cities belonging to
Judah were built in Ashdod and elsewhere,
IyR S@Sy GKS 2fR SyS$S
the Ammonites, paid tribute to Uzziah. (2
Chron 26:8) His fame reached all the way to
Egypt as he grew stronger and stronger. He
won every battle. He did not leave it at that,
however, as he was a master of defense as
well.

5 GARQ& | oAfAGE G2
priestly orders and duties) certainly showed
up in his descendant Uzziah. He chose effec-
tive leaders to muster his troops: Jeiel, the
secretary; Maaseiah, the officer; and
Hananiah, the commander. They gathered
an army of over 300,000 men a g K2 02
YI1S 61 NJ ¢ A G KndvigioBsKod &
sgryicg. (2ECR9 26: 1R Moseguer, (Ugzihy
equipped his army well, providing shields,
spears, helmets, coats of mail, bows, and
even stones for slinging. (2 Chron 26:14) He
understood what was needed and supplied

D2

LIS 2 Latits To glefend\ iR pity, fhe kipg ta @ @ & q dziy

(Continued or‘ pagid)



ers at the Corner Gate, the Valley Gate, andS A I K (i &

Fd GKS 1 y3ts
26:9 Exciting things were happening in Je-
rusalem as skillful men invented engines to
be placed in the towers and corners to shoot
arrows and fling stones. There must have
been an atmosphere that encouraged inven-
tion and creativity in the regime. Uzziah was
quick to employ the inventions to their best
use, and that enthusiasm makes people
want to continue to work and see just what
can be accomplished. There was yet an-
other side to this king, however.

Uzziah was interested in agriculture and
made many improvements in that field also.
2 Chronicles 26:10 says that he ¢ f 2 @S
a 2 AHe duit towers in the countryside and
cut out many cisterns, understanding the
need for water for his herds which covered a
large area in the Shephelah and in the plain.
(2 Chron 26:10) In the hills and fertile lands,
he had farmers and vinedressers. This was a
wealthy man who tended his wealth care-
fully. He was listening to God and to his ad-
visers and profiting, and he was known far
and wide a ® & & F2NJ
KSf LISRX (Af f2Chros26:861 a

Uzziah had been seeking God, as Zecha-
riah had instructed him to do, and God had
prospered him. However, scripture now re-
cords one of the saddest things: & . dzii

I ZRhrorF 2 RIYSTA G OKE Y RE

R

7}

2T D2RQ& LINX
aiz2z2
temple, along with the priest Azariah. The
king commanded a huge army, yet these ser-
vants of God were willing to withstand him
G2 aSNWS D2RQa ¢l e&o
out of the sanctuary and told him plainly that
he had done wrong. Uzziah already had a
censer in hand ready to illegally offer incense
and became angry at the priests. Perhaps at
this point he could have admitted sin and
humbled himself, but he did not. Immedi-
ately leprosy broke out on his forehead, a
place visible to all the priests, so they rushed
him out of the house of the Lord.

KNSR Y GKA& LRAYID
changed drastically; he was banished to a
separate house and excluded from the house
of the Lord. Reading Old Testament law
about dealing with lepers tells us that it was
not a pleasant end for this king. Even in
death, he was excluded from fellowship, as
he was buried in a burial field belonging to
the kings, rather than in the city of David. His
son, Jotham, began to govern the people and

KS ¢dlaa 2VISNWID S e3zat Ry 3 Qa
i Bag ldnglsut not king in the no-Y | y Q

land of a leper.
Because of three epic failures, King
Uzziah ended a glorious and prosperous

KEYX3Iy Ay AJy2YAyeod

he was strong, he grew proud, to his destruc-of history which he could have seen when his

0 A 2 yZChrdn®@BMe His life took a disas-
trous turn when he turned so far from the
ways of the Lord that he decided it would be
a good thing for him to enter the temple and
burn incense on the altar, thus usurping the
priestly duty. Sometimes we think of priests
as being ascetics, puny and scholarly, but

14

father and others before him turned from
God. He must have witnessed the change in
fortune after Amaziah failed to continue in
D2RQ& 3J22R 3N} O0Sao

God dealt with others in circumstances like
our own and must heed the warnings and

(Continued on pag5)



lessonstherein: a C2 NJ g6 KIF § SASNJ g &
former days was written for our instruction,

that through endurance and through the en-
couragement of the Scriptures we might have

K 2 LIRePé15:4 He just did not learn from
past occurrences.

Uzziah also failed to continue listening to
Zechariah and the priests. Zechariah had
taught him to seek God, know what God
would have him to do, and respect His laws.
When Uzziah wanted to upset the structure
of the priesthood and its duties by offering
incense, it was contrary to what he had been
taught. Not only did he not listen to the
priests who withstood him, he became angry
GKFG GKS& g2dA R
blessing that we have instruction from Zecha-
riah, just as Uzziah did, as well from all the
other writers in the Scriptures. True listening
means searching, studying, and actively ab-
sorbing the Word.

The third failure of Uzziah was like that of
so many others: he grew proud. His over-
weening self-esteem in attempting to per-
form an act exclusively given to the priest-
hood revealed that he had forgotten that
God had ¢ PPDPY | NSt 2 dirh ftad
achieve all that he had done. It was total dis-
NBaLlSOG FT2N D2RQa
obvious here. James said it like this:
Y292 e2dz 6K2 alezx

6 NR (MR A Y

GH YAYy3a mMcZ H [-KWNR§
Russ Ward

2 KlIG A&a GKFG 2fR

R2SayQid FI ff FNRY (@K

Ahaz that may apply to mannerism or physi-
cal features but surely not with regard to
righteousness. Azariah (Uzziah) was the
grandfather of Ahaz reigning for 52 years
and for the most part was found to be faith-
ful in service to Jehovah and in so doing was
blessed by God. Azariah though let pride
creep into his life in his old age and was
struck with leprosy, thus being isolated due

R I NJo hiz itéssand jothaif Rissson Beppme the. i ¢

2PSNBESSNI 2F WdAzRI K
death reigning for an additional sixteen
years. Jotham during his reign followed af-
GSNJ KAa Tl OGKSNRa
what was right in the eyes of the Lord. Ahaz
began his reign at age twenty, reigning for
sixteen years yet ignoring both his father
and grand-F I G KSNDa f S3r Oe
which was an abomination before Jehovah.
(2 Kgs 16:2-4, 2 Chron 28:1-4)
KEKLIERBOBRY QG 2dza il Of

vah he trampled underfoot all the Jehovah

byl

LINJ

g | epresented, ¢leading theS peeple ynto 1@ NJ
a / 2 Y §nense idolatry, following after numerous

W ¢0edR having Adqls ahd aftarsymeped ong S

will go into such and such a town and spend anany of the surrounding high places, and in

&88FNJ GKSNB FyR

you do not know what tomorrow will er
& 2 dzhumairagrifices in zhe \Glleyeof the Gon af
f A @S HingoR. (R Xgs I6:R R Lhrop RRY3-4) ANl (i «

ONAYyIodddLyadSIR
gAtftaz oS ogAff
4:13-15 God is helping us to do whatever
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lem. He even offered his own children as

brief there is no redeeming aspect to Ahaz
in comparison to his forefathers which in

(Continued on pagt6)



and of itself would serve as a valuable lesson
to fathers and sons today, and yet there are
some additional insights the scriptures pro-
GARS dzaxr a2 GKIFG 4SS
Ahaz because his wickedness was so obvious.
(1) Righteousness is not secured through
group association or family lineage. Both
Azariah and Jotham were considered right-
eous Kings yet this did not have an effect on
all the people as they still continued to wor-
ship in the high places. It did not have an ef-
fect upon Ahaz as he chose to follow the lead
of the Kings of Israel rather than that of his
father and grandfather. (2 Kgs 16:1-2) It will
not have an effect upon us or anyone to
come, should we individually choose to ig-
nore those actions and thought processes
exhibited by those before us who have
shown themselves to be people of faith,
OKIF NI OG4SNE FyR F2fft
(2) Blessings and favor shown by God
does not inherently mean that those who
receive such favor do so because of them-
selves or of their actions. On the other hand
0KS NBOSALI 27
ently direct someone to follow God either.
The prophet Isaiah came to Ahaz and prophe-

sying the coming demise and fall of both
Syria and Israel by the Assyrians. The tribute
paid not only was a breach of The Law but
daa fatilef iR natRrg ysQhe destN@icn 206
these two kingdoms was already set in mo-
tion. Ahaz for no valid reason pays tribute to
Assyria and puts his kingdom in subjection to
them.

(3) God is in control of nations. Do not be
deceived, power lies in the hands of God and
not in the might of nations. Syria and Israel
oppress Ahaz and even take a fair amount of
spoils and slaves to Samaria only to be re-
minded by Oded (a prophet of God in
Samaria) that their sins have been sufficient
F2NJ D2RQ& 2dzR3IYSyi
breaking The Law and enslaving their breth-
ren. (2 Chron 28:9-15) Releasing the enslaved
people of Judah does not turn the tide of

2 u@iNant, fer & propheRied By Isdiah Assgria

becomes the tool by which Syria & Israel are
punished. Assyria has little regard for the
tribute paid by Judah, in fact showing disdain
both for the nation and the Living God they

i K S & S repeseptitheyjcrnkingeshgrassia thedkifg-

dom who had placed themselves in subjec-
tion to them.

sied unto him, ¢ . S OF NB ¥ dzf = 0 S (4)ljPdgkabty Bnd Rulenge 2ddes not
fear, and do not let your heart be faint be- amount to righteousness and obedience.
cause of these two smoldering stumps of fire-Ahaz sees the great altar of Syria in Damas-

0 NJ y Rpgeakidgdf Syria & Israel, who had
risen up against Ahaz. (Isa 7:3-9) Ahaz in turn
paid no heed to this prophecy turning instead
towards an alliance with Assyria, robbing the

cus and is so impressed he secures its dimen-
sions and composition sending them back to
Uriah the priest and commands a life size
replica to be made. (2 Kgs 16:10-11) Ahaz

GSYLX S GNBFadaNE | yR
pay tribute money for protection and deliver-
ance. (2 Chron 28:16-21) The primary point is
that when this message of deliverance was
being given to Ahaz, Isaiah was also prophe-

with this magnificent new altar and takes the
bronze altar from before the Lord setting it
aside for his own private worship. He also

(Continued on pag&?)
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decimates many of the other articles of the
temple to please the Assyrian King. (2 Kgs
16:17-18) All of this is completed because he
is so convinced that the success found in the
oppression of Judah by Israel and Syria was
centered upon their gods and later as an
extension of the gods of the Assyrians. (2
Chron 28:23-26) He completely discounts his
tribute to Assyria and their military might
destroying multiple nations other than Israel
& Syria. Of greater consequence he dis-
counts the two prophecies of Jehovah given
through His prophets who not only provided
the release of his people taken as spoils or
war by Israel but who gave Ahaz direct in-
structions not to be concerned because the
time had come for Syria and Israel to be
judged and their demise inevitable.

These observations still ring true for us
today and will for time to come. God is in
control and He will not relinquish this con-
trol to man regardless of how we think or
what we do. The rise and fall of prominent
men and nations, the balance of nature, and
the expanse of space belong to Him. Addi-
tionally none are guaranteed to be free from
the evil of this world; rather we are prom-
ised an escape unlike those who choose to
give themselves over to it. Righteousness
and godliness are reflected in the obedience
and faith of our own individual choices. Be-
ing in the right church or congregation, be-
ing part of a certain physical family, and the

1dz008aa Ay 2yS$Qa
ar2yx SGOX 0S02YSa
G8NJ 68 6KAOK

Magnificent shrines & buildings, expensive
tabernacles & sanctuaries, and grandiose
worship services that focus upon pageantry

and production are not a reflection of that
which is Holy and acceptable. The story of
Ahaz is not simply about an unrighteous king
rather it is a reflection of an unrighteous life
brought about by poor choices. Ahaz chose
not to look at the righteous lives of his father
and grandfather. He chose to look at the
might of other nations rather than how for-
midable Judah could be and had been when
the nation walked with God. He chose not to
trust in the word of the Lord both in proph-
ecy and in law. Most importantly he chose to
lift man up over the most high God by his
actions and in his rebellious attitude, for
such offenses God will always judge in surety
with righteous judgment.

King Hezekiah

Jon Hall

Following the division of the 12 tribes of
Israel, Judah had 8 good kings. Hezekiah was
one of Judah's good kings. This is in spite of,
or maybe because of the fact that his father
was an evil king. A look at Hezekiah's life
and rule can provide a number of beneficial
lessons for the Christian today.

The first lesson we'll examine is that, as
Christians, whether we intend, to or not, we

VI NRR drodide an exaES ShdsPwha sed-INE
! bo¥r adtidhg d&tsT didhihe® el exahplddE Y
YSY Y 3E&idANRY pridided f8fhim Bt h P

into the King he eventually became. At first
glance, one might think Hezekiah would have

(Continued on pag&8)



become an evil king, for that's the example
his own father provided him. However, in
this case, it's evident that the example of his
father caused him to take a different path.
Hezekiah had also been alive to witness his
Grandfather's reign and likely hear stories of
his Great Grandfather, both of which had
been good kings in Judah. Hezekiah could
see the current struggles of the people un-
der his father's reign, compared with the
blessings they had been receiving under his
Grandfather's reign. Hezekiah was wise
enough to see the need to turn the people
back to God; and the beginning of his reign
was dedicated to achieving this goal. Like
Hezekiah's Grandfather and Great Grandfa-
ther, faithful Christians today will be an ex-
ample to others. It may be that we're pro-
viding a good example to our children or
grandchildren; maybe other Christians
around us; or even to those of the world. In
Philippians 3:17-19; Paul urges the brethren
to follow his example in righteousness and
to turn from those setting an example in
wicked living; "who's end is destruction,
whose God is their belly..L&t us be right-
eous examples - by following righteous ex-
amples - both those found in God's word,
and those who walk faithfully among us to-
day.

The second lesson that we'll examine
from Hezekiah's reign, is the necessity of
always being "ready" to serve God, in any
and every situation. 1 Peter 3:15 states:

examples of his readiness to serve God. As
Hezekiah begins his reign, he's ready to turn
the nation back to the Lord. In his first
month as king, he opens the doors of the
house of the Lord, cleanses the temple, and
restores temple worship according to God's
commands. Hezekiah is ready to return
Judah back to the Lord and its former glory,
as the Nation of God. Following the restored
observance of the Passover, Hezekiah directs
the removal and utter destruction of all the
high places, alters, and idols that had been
erected in Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim, and
Manasseh throughout the years. Hezekiah
had now prepared the people of Judah to
once again be "God's chosen people.” How-
ever, even after witnessing Assyria carry the
nation of Israel away captive, he is still
caught unprepared when, 8 years later, As-
syria attempts to conquer Judah as well. As
Assyria successfully captures Judah's fortified
cities around Jerusalem, Hezekiah feels the
only option available to him is to admit de-
feat and send tribute to the King of Assyria.
This includes the silver from the house of the
Lord and the gold from the doors of the tem-
ple of the Lord (2 Kgs 18:13-16). Hezekiah
wasn't prepared to turn to God when this
unexpected attack occurred. However,
when the Assyrian king began a second cam-
paign against Judah, he immediately went to
the house of the Lord and sends men to the
prophet Isaiah to request that he go to God
on their behalf. God answers the request of

"But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts and Hezekiah and assures him that the nation
always be ready to give a defense to every- will be delivered. The klng of Assy_rla sen_ds
one who asks you a reason for the hope that messengers to Judah one more time with

is in you, with meekness and fearAs we
examine Hezekiah's reign we see various
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threats and blasphemy against God and

(Continued on pag&9)



Hezekiah goes to the Lord himself in prayer.
The Lord answers with another assurance
that the Assyrians would not be successful in
their efforts against Judah. As is always the
case, God's word comes to pass and the As-
syrians are soon no longer a threat to Judah.
We've seen here some examples of Hezekiah
being ready to serve God, but also an exam-
ple of a situation that he appears to have
been unprepared for. In our lives as Chris-
tians, we are going to face a variety of situa-
tions in life, some more challenging than oth-
ers and some we may or may not be expect-
ing, however; we need to be ready to turn to,
and serve God in all situations. In Titus 3:1,
Paul tells Titus to remind the congregation in
his care to be ready for every good work.

Proverbs 16:18 reads: "Pride goes before

destruction, and a haughty spirit before a

T | {Tlie dext lesson, and one of the most
important that we'll examine from Hezekiah's
reign is the old adage that "pride comes be-
fore a fall," as we read in a variety of pas-
sages in the Bible. Unfortunately, after his
success bringing the people back to God, vic-
tory over Assyria provided by God, and after
God extends his life, Hezekiah becomes a
victim of pride, as his great grandfather
Uzziah had done years earlier. When the
Babylonian king sends envoys to Judah, Heze-
kiah shows off all of the nation's most valu-
able possessions and defensive capabilities.
This will ultimately lead to the downfall of
Judah as prophesied by Isaiah. This event
also demonstrates another situation in the
reign of Hezekiah where he was not ready to
serve God as discussed in the previous para-
graph. For some reason, Hezekiah felt the
need to show off to the nation of Babylon,
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instead of remaining humble and continuing
to serve God. Peter tells us in 1 Peter 5:5:

"likewise you younger people, submit your-
selves to your elders. yes, all of you be sub-
missive to one another, and be clothed with
humility, for God resists the proud, but gives

grace to the humble."As Christians today,
the danger of pride and haughtiness is still
very real as we enjoy success and blessings in
our lives. Instead of boasting with pride, we
should continue to serve God and give
thanks to Him who is the giver of all good

gifts. James 1:17: "Every good gift and every
perfect gift is from above, and comes down

TNRBY GKS CIFOKSNI 27
Finally, we see in the end of King Heze-
kiah's reign an attitude of indifference. After
Isaiah comes and tells the king that the Lord
has determined that Judah would be taken
captive by Babylon in days to come following
Hezekiah's death, he replies with a complete
attitude of indifference. His statement is
essentially that it's good since there would at
least be peace in his day. Unfortunately,
there have been Christians who've been ac-
tive in the service of God for many years who
then develop an attitude that they've done
their part and now it's someone else's turn
to do the work. They become indifferent as
to how the work is done and would now
rather sit on the side lines. For many years
Hezekiah worked diligently to restore the
nation back to the service of the Lord, only
to develop this attitude of indifference in the
end. As Christians, our work is never done as
long as we're still on this earth and God con-
tinues to bless us with the ability. The He-
brew writer admonishes us in Heb. 6:12, "not

(Continued on pag20)
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to become sluggish, but imitate those who
through faith and patience inherit the prom-
A & S Rablétells Timothy in chapter 4:7-8
that, "he has fought the good fight, finished
the race, and kept the faith," and that after
doing this there "is laid up for him the crown
of righteousness."If we hope to attain the
crown of righteousness, we cannot become
indifferent or sluggish in our service to the
Lord. We must keep the faith and fight the
fight until the end, ever working to continue
growing in our service to the righteous Judge,
Jesus Christ, who will provide us the inheri-
tance of eternal life in the end.

In our study of King Hezekiah, we've seen
an example of one of the good kings. A king
who truly desired to serve God and desired
that the people become the "Nation of God"
that they had once been. A king who utterly
destroyed the idol worship from among
them, and reestablished the Temple worship,
all in spite of the fact that the example set
for him by his father was not one to emulate.
However, in the end, Hezekiah allowed his
pride to rise up and cause him to stray from
the faithful service he was so diligent about
in the beginning of his reign. Let us be a peo-
ple ready to serve God; faithfully following
and serving Him; being righteous examples;
resisting the danger of pride as we are con-
tinually blessed by our God; and serving ac-
tively and faithfully to the end. At which
point we can "come boldly to the throne of
God." (Heb 4:16); knowing that our salva-
tion is assured, because of the cleansing
blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
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Manasseh
Mark Gray

King Manasseh was the son of Hezekiah
and began his reign at 12 years old as a co-
regent with his father. This co-regency
lasted about 10 years according to Biblical
scholars. Shortly after Manasseh became
the sole ruler of Judah he forsook the re-
forms and godliness of his father and
turned strongly to idolatry. At one point the
Assyrians came, captured him, & 6 2 dzy R
with chains of bronze and brought him to
. | 6 & f2 Zhfow 83:11 Manasseh prayed
to God and repented of his idolatry. There
are several lessons we can glean from the
life of King Manasseh.

First, we may wonder how a good king
like Hezekiah could have a son who & R A
gKFEG 61 & SOAt Ay 2K
Kgs 21:2 After all, Hezekiah ruled together
and most likely mentored Manasseh in the
ways of a Godly king for a decade. The sim-
ple fact is that we as human beings have
free will to choose exactly what we let influ-
ence us, who we listen to, and ultimately
what actions we take for good or evil. & . dzi
each person is tempted when he is lured
YR SyYGAOSR 0 8&laskad
Specifically Manasseh & NB 6 dzA £ G |
places that his father Hezekiah had broken
down, and he erected altars to the Baals,
and made Asheroth, and worshiped all the
host of heaven and served them. And he
odzAftd FEaGFrNBR Ay GKS
he built altars for all the host of heaven in
the two courts of the house of the LORD.
And he burned his sons as an offering in the

R
S
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Valley of the Son of Hinnom, and used for-  We choose our influence. We choose
tune-telling and omens and sorcery, and who we want to be like. We choose who we
dealt with mediums and with necroman- want to curry favor with. Manasseh had this
cers. He did much evil in the sight of the choice as well. He could have chosen to con-
LORD, provoking him to anger. And thetinue to follow the law and find favor with
carved image of the idol that he had made God, but he chose to find favor with the
KS &St Ay GKEZChiomR3sz S wari. HecRobe Xodgnore the influence of his
7a father and prophets like Isaiah. Then as now

2 K G O2df R KAA a2 ¢ gachiolug mustsiO K2R 258 ditkeh & &
to erect an idol and put it in the temple? ~ Will serve, whether the gods your fathers
How could he forsake the LORD and consult @ SNISRX . dzu a F2NJ Y

with sorcerers and their ilk? What could & SNIIS
drive a man to burn his sons as a sacrifice?
There is at least one explanation perhaps.

(i KJ&h Z4:h5WNB ®rie can
make the choice for us.
A second lesson taken from King Manas-

¢tKSaS 6SNB (KS aRSaL3khOY that God Edidive© VAil® BlanassehT
YIEGA2yaé | NRdzy R WdzR | #d thes natior &erenbecdming more andi &
with Esarhaddon as its king, was in control more entrenched in idolatry, God was trying

of the region and had already carried away toreachout. a ¢ KS [ hw5 &L}R ] S
the northern kingdom of Israel. Manasseh is and to his people, but they paid no atten-
YSYyiA2ySR 2y (KS &9 &R RIFCHERRIF The hidy éonfibued koy

GKS . NAGAAK adzaSdzyyY a mHS RO 2EWNEY RSROKG K y 2
1Ay3axXal yl aasSKs TFTANAEABR WSNIHzAIfSY FTANR
WdzR I K X £ 0 ¢ NJI y & tKds20:16 Fhis could b@ speaking of the aw-

www.bibehistory.net). Manasseh and his ful human sacrifices to the idol Molech, or

peers were under service to Esarhaddon for
building projects in the empire, like rebuild-
ing Babylon for example. It is feasible that
Manasseh reintroduced all the idolatry and
horrible practices merely to ingratiate him-
self with the king of Assyria. Some historical
scholars believe Judah was granted a type
2F avzal
iKS 1Ay3Qa
(Finkelstein, Israel and Silberman, Neil

according to Jewish tradition (outside of
scripture) this speaks of when Manasseh had
Isaiah killed. These are actions that most
people would deem unforgivable. Thankfully
for us, God is not like that. God caused the
capture of the king and his transport in
chains to Babylon as a lesson for him. While

Tl @2 NBR y I (iMagasteh was prisodes and 60ASYD I RIZ&a i
NB t | (A 2eptrdaed the favdr f the LORB BisNGod and
humbled himself greatly before the God of

Asher (2001) The Bible UnearthedNew
York (Free Press), pp 264¢65). Apparently
Manasseh allowed his drive for earthly suc-
OSaasSa G2 RSaldNpe
tionship with God.

his fathers. He prayed to him, and God was
moved by his entreaty and heard his plea and
brought him again to Jerusalem into his king-
K Ad&m. ThémRMakasseh kfi¢wiitha® tifeQLZDRO

(Continued on pag22)
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gl & D2EHRO®E3:12-13 God forgives!
Manasseh learned the lesson God was
trying to teach him. He repented of his idola-

Jer 15:3-4 God speaking through Jeremiah
shows that our influence and actions re-
sound even after we have gone. We must

try by takingaway & G KS ¥ 2 NB A 3y begrR cautidus/oRhowi vie $fluence oth-
idol from the house of the LORD and in Jerwers, especially our brethren. Paul warned
salem, and he threw them outside the city.the Romanstod RSOA RS Yy SOSNJ
He also restored the altar of the LORD andling block or hindrance in the way of a

offered on it sacrifices of peace offerings andd N2 { Rof Mx2Zb

of thanksgiving, and he commanded Judah to

aSNBS (KS [ hwb5 32chrenS
33:15-17 No sin is too great for God to for-
give when we acknowledge and turn away
from that sin and do His will.

A final lesson taken from the life of King
Manasseh is that as much as outside influ-
ences act on us, we have an influence on

King Manasseh was born to a good man,
KiD@H8zekidhT He thésd\td ighbreéPte good
influence of his father during most of his
reign. He chose rather to allow the influence
of outside nations and their gods to dictate
his actions. Even after he repented of his
horrible actions, his influence lived on in the
nation of Judah with dire consequences. Let

20KSNB® 2 KAfS (KSled] nusallbe ¢atefdl of whitt we gllanzto il &
them [the nation] astray to do more evil than ence us and how we influence those around

the nations had done whom the LORD deus.

AGNRPEeSR 0ST2NB (XKKk§s LIS edrdechon: 1@ the Stnminbkl2d35 piiti-

21:9 Even after Manasseh repentedthe peo-  OF GA2Y 2y GCNHA G 2F
ple continued their waywardness. He com- &dzo 2SO0 2F YAYyRySaad
manded the people to only worship the wdzi KXF YR YIF NNASa KSNJ
LORD, and they 6 & G A f £ & ONR FTAOSRK 2 drf Ri KoSS KA23 K = h
LX F OSax odzi 2yfteé& (22 sonKaolodizdfovtheeriioK SANJ D2 R®
Chron 33:17 They mingled their idolatrous
ways and tainted the worship God required
of them under the Law. Although God gave
the king time and opportunity to repent, his

previous influence on his subjects had dire Josiah
consequences. God would bring judgment on . .

Judah in the near future: a L g A€ € | LILI2 )\T)l/l g'nd %'Btlé’ AP ward God
them four kinds of destroyers, declares the Craig Sweet

LORD: the sword to Kkill, the dogs to tear, and  When we look at the history of the kings
the birds of the air and the beasts of the in the Bible, most people would think that
earth to devour and destroy. And | will make ejther David or Solomon was the greatest
them a horror to all the kingdoms of the king who ruled. We all agree that Jesus
earth because of what Manasseh the son of

| STSTAlIKE 1Ay3 2F WdzRI KX

RAR Ay \WSRMzEL f
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Christ is the King of kings and Lord of lords (1
Tim 6:15), so we will always have Him at the
top of the list. But, who would be next?  the age of 8 (2 Chron 34:1). This is where

Josiah should be one of the top selections as  Josiah made an important shift in the family
the greatest king of Israel or Judah. a1 S (§ NBS @ AawWz2aAiAlK Aa

trusted in the Lord, the God of Israel; so thatstance that is contained in Scripture of good-
after him there was none like him among all ness springing up, and attaining high perfec-
the kings of Judah, nor among those whotion under the most extraordinarily unfavor-
were before him. For he clung to the Lord; het 6 f § OA NDdzya il yodSas¢
did not depart from following Him, but kept 5, 440). Josiah did not follow his father or
His commandments, which the Lord hadthe evil of his grandfather. He shows us that

learned as a young person. After Amon was
killed by his servants, Josiah became king at

O2YYl yRSR 2kgela:56aTlere dre
many lessons that we can learn today from
the life of Josiah. His example should be an
inspiration on how to live our lives each and
every day.

Josiah & Of dzy' 3 (i 2 WelithHin® of [
someone who clings as one who stays very
close and in lock step of the person to whom
they are clinging. That was the pattern of
W2aAl KQa tAFSO I S
all times and let Him guide his decisions.
Putting God first and clinging to him like
Josiah did may not give us a perfect life, but
2yS GKIFG GAff £ gl
comfort.

Josiah had a colorful family history. His
ancestors included kings David, Solomon,
and Rehoboam. David was 13 generations
before him (Matt 1:6-10). His grandfather,
Manasseh, was responsible for releasing all
restraints on morality and idolatry and is
considered to be one of the most evil kings
(if not the most) in the history of Judah (2
/| KNRY o0o0Ydhuo
dzSR Ay KAia TFlFiKSNRa
Manasseh had repented, the influence that
he had already created in Amon was such
that Amon returned to the evil nature he
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following God is a choice. When we use the
Lord as our guide to determine right and
wrong, we have a standard that will never
change and will always be true.

Josiah was young when he took the
Zhheket but that does not mean he was too
young to understand what the Lord wanted.
It is true that his father was evil, and for
Y2ald 2F KAA&

AN YRTI G

agid RtSaR  Of 23 SA &1 2A {0 KIS2

ther, Manasseh, might have also been an
influence for good; one of the most evil kings
of Judah? If you look at the timeline, it is

& dikelyHHat@bSiah ia2a Rolriy boyf (pdelisdy 5 |

or 6 years old) when Manasseh repented
and tried to fix all the evil he had done.
Josiah was 8 when he took the throne and
his father Amon only ruled 2 years. So it is
possible that Manasseh influenced Josiah for
good. Can grandparents be an influence on
their grandchildren for good? Can they
teach their grandchildren to not follow the
mistakes they made? Absolutely! Admit-

KDRE &FF GKEND a1 V2 yELIDR

gobe yRais golldbhiaya lipen taugh@it§ Jpsiahii K :

as a very young boy and influenced Josiah to
follow the Lord from the beginning. But, it is

(Continued on pag24)



possible. Grandparents can and should help
their grandchildren grow in the Lord from a
very age.

W2aAl KQa Tl YAf e
God still posed an immense challenge, to
change the direction of the entire nation of
Judah toward God when they had been led
by evil kings for so long. How is it possible
for a young boy to influence a nation to turn
toward God when he did not have training or
an example in his early life? Contrary to
modern philosophy, environment is not the
decider of destiny. We have free will to
choose. When Josiah was about 16, he be-
gan to seek God after his ancestor David (2
Chron 34:3). It is obvious that the history of
David likely influenced him because by the
age of 20, he tore down the idols and cleared
all idolatry from the land. So, how do you
turn a nation? Point them to God and lead
them to Him. When he was 26, he provided
funds and assigned trusted skilled foremen
and laborers to repair the temple (2 Chron
34:8-13). It was during this rebuilding proc-
ess, that the Book of the Law was discovered
by the priest Hilkiah and brought to Josiah. A
1Ay3aQa KSI NI
words to help guide him. The book had con-
firmed to him that he was leading a nation in
the right direction. He vowed to use the
word of God to guide him and to use it as the
foundation for his leadership from that point
on (2 Chron 34:21).

A~ &3
W2ail KQa yS¢ AyT2NNVIE

make hard decisions to guide the nation to-
ward God. The book contained the promise
of God to destroy the nation due to all the
SOAt W2aAiAl KQ&
of the Lord. He was told he would be spared

FT2NBTI (K

seeing this destruction in his lifetime due to
his heart, but Josiah had to live with the fact
that destruction was coming. So then he de-

K A #ideg tyfpcusonope thigaturmiee nation

U226l NR Thieg tRe'king sent and gath-
ered all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem
The king went up to the house of the Lord and
all the men of Judah, the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem, the priests, the Levites and all the peo-
ple, from the greatest to the least; and he
read in their hearing all the words of the book
of the covenant which was found in the house
2T GKS [2NR®E H / KNRYy
So, how did Josiah turn the nation? He
G221 D2RQa fl¢g Ayid2 I
and made all who led with him also lead by
example. In 2 Chronicles 34:31-32, 4 ¢ KSy
king stood in his place and made a covenant
before the Lord to walk after the Lord, and to
keep His commandments and His testimonies
and His statutes with all his heart and with all
his soul, to perform the words of the covenant
written in this book. Moreover, he made all
who were present in Jerusalem and Benjamin
G2 &adl yR Asadikhiokgh tKidleader
ship, a0 KS AYyKFEoAGEFyGa 2

3SS1TAYyD2PBRRY I yy (KISR Oa g8 $ |

OKNRdzZZK2dziT W2aAl KQa
lowed God and did not turn away. Josiah left
a true legacy of leadership, the legacy of a
nation turning back towards God. We need
more of these leaders today.
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