The Prattmont Church of Christ is just what the name suggests,
a church that belongs to
TIMES OF SERVICES:
Christ. We are not a denomination; we are simply a group
Sunday
of Christians trying very hard
Bible Study ......... 9:00 A.M.
to practice the teachings of
Worship ............. 10:00 A.M.
our Head, Jesus Christ. The
Training Class .... 5:00 P.M.
New Testament offers a comWorship ............. 6:00 P.M.
plete pattern for what each
Wednesday:
local church should be like—
its organization, its worship, Bible Study ............ 7:00 P.M.
its work, etc. We are committed to following that pattern.
We cordially invite you to attend our services. We would
also welcome any comments or questions about this bulletin.

Weekly Bulletin
August 28, 2016
Two Men Try to Worship
by Bill Hall
Worship under the best of conditions can sometimes be difficult. Distractions, human error, and sometimes funny situations can occur to take one’s attention away from the Lord. At-
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titudes, however, can prove to be a major factor in acceptable
(or non-acceptable) worship. For instance...
Two men sincerely try to worship. The first man, though, is
frustrated throughout. His frustrations begin with the opening
announcements when the man in charge takes ten minutes to
say what any normal man could say in three. He is hardly over
that when the song leader adds to his frustrations, selecting a
song he is sure contains an unscriptural phrase. The man who
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presides at the table doesn’t help when he uses the term “loaf”
instead of “bread,” and then the man who is called on to “give
thanks for the bread” gives thanks for everything but the

bread. The preacher makes a major contribution by totally mis-

acceptably and is drawn closer to God by his worship.

applying a passage of scripture (“He probably didn’t spend

We are not condoning sloppily conducted worship periods.

enough time on that one,” the man thinks). When the worship

Leaders in worship should seek to avoid mistakes and do their

period is finally dismissed, he tries to share his frustrations

work effectively. But acceptable worship depends far more on

with those around him, but no one seems to care.

the heart and attitude of the worshiper than on the abilities of

The second man observes many of the mistakes the first man

leaders. Our first man may point the finger of blame at others,

observes. In fact, without fanfare he just doesn’t sing the ques-

but his real need is a total change of attitude within himself.

tionable phrase in the song and he silently thanks God for the
bread when he realizes the leader’s failure to do so. But while
observing mistakes, he focuses attention on the good sentiments of the songs that are used, and on the death of his Savior
during the Lord’s Supper. He makes the prayer that is led his
own and appreciates the good thoughts presented in the lesson.
He has come to worship God. He makes allowances for human
frailty on the part of the leaders in worship, appreciates their
sincere efforts, and refuses to let their mistakes keep him from
his purpose.

Playing Down to the Competition
by Bryan Gibson
Coaches fret over this very thing, especially when playing an
over-matched opponent. And with good reason, because teams
often do play down to the competition, rather than up to the
standard established for them. Granted, they may still win, because they manage to play just a little bit better than the oppo-

The first man is to be pitied. His ability to “worship” is depend-

nent. The same thing happens in the spiritual realm. Rather

ent on the ability of the leaders in the worship period, and any

than “playing” up to the standard established for us, we play

half-observant person knows how inept that leadership can be
at times. He comes to worship, but spends the hour criticizing.
He blames others for that which is really his own problem.
Consequently, his problem with worship becomes a problem

down to the world. As long as we're just a little bit better than
the world, we consider it a victory. Sorry, but that’s not the
way it works in the spiritual realm.

also with his brethren; but one cannot have a problem with his

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed

worship and his brethren without having a problem in his rela-

by the renewing of your mind...” (Romans 12:2).

tionship with God.

“Be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, ‘Be holy, for

The second man, by maintaining a positive attitude toward his

I am holy’” (1 Peter 1:15-16).

brethren, even when they make mistakes, is able to worship

