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The Second Coming of Jesus
by Bryan Gibson
Here’s the mistake many make when studying this subject, in
particular the events surrounding His second coming. They
start with highly figurative passages, like those in the Book of
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statements of Scripture, get a clear understanding of them, and
then proceed to the more difficult passages. Make sure then
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It is foolish to make predictions about the time of His return,
because He will come as “a thief in the night” (1 Thessalonians
5:2; 2 Peter 3:10). Understanding that a thief does not warn us

ahead of time (Luke 12:39), we need to heed the following

“The heavens will pass away with a great noise...both the earth

admonition: “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day

and the works that are in it will be burned up” (2 Peter 3:10).

nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming” (Matthew

The saved will dwell in what the Bible calls a “new heaven and

25:13).

a new earth” (2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 21:1).

His coming, or appearance in the clouds, will be obvious to
everyone, because it will be signaled by a shout, the voice of
the archangel, and the trumpet of God (1 Thessalonians 4:16; 1

Couldn’t Wait To Get Home

Corinthians 15:51-52).
At the time of His return, which is described as the “last day,”
there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the righteous
and the unrighteous (Acts 24:15; John 6:39-40, 44, 54; 12:48).
Jesus will speak and “ALL who are in the graves will hear His
voice and come forth...” (John 5:28-29).

By Bryan Gibson
I enjoyed the trip to Kenya, mainly because it was a very
profitable trip—souls were saved, brethren were strengthened,
and God’s name was glorified. And we were treated well—by
the brethren and by many others with whom we came in
contact. But I still got homesick. I was anxious to get home to

The righteous who have died will meet Jesus in the air,

my loved ones—especially my own family, but also the

followed by the righteous who are still alive (1 Thessalonians

brethren here. But here’s the thing—when I got back home, I

4:16-17). This will necessarily involve a separation of the

wasn’t really HOME. If home means being with those you love

righteous from the unrighteous (Matthew 25:32-33; 13:49).

most, then I’m not really home yet. I won’t be home until I’m

The righteous, who will be given spiritual or incorruptible

with the one I love most—until I’m “absent from the body and

bodies (1 Corinthians 15:35-54), will then go to heaven to

present (at home) with the Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:8). Jesus is

“always be with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:17; see also John

busy right now getting

12:16; 14:3; 17:24).

that home ready for me,

The unrighteous, on the other hand, will be cast into the lake
which burns with fire and brimstone (Revelation 21:8), an
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels (Matthew
25:41). They will be “punished with everlasting destruction
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His
power” (2 Thessalonians 1:9).

and when the time comes,
He will come back and
take me to live with Him
(John 14:2-3). Only then
can I truly say, “home,
sweet home.”

