The Prattmont Church of Christ is just what the name suggests,
a church that belongs to
Christ. We are not a denomiTIMES OF SERVICES:
nation; we are simply a group
(temporary during pandemic)
of Christians trying very hard
to practice the teachings of
Sunday
our Head, Jesus Christ. The
Worship ............. 10:00 A.M.
New Testament offers a complete pattern for what each
local church should be like—
Wednesday:
its organization, its worship,
its work, etc. We are commit- Bible Study ............ 7:00 P.M.
ted to following that pattern.
We cordially invite you to attend our services. We would
also welcome any comments or questions about this bulletin.
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Do “Good People” Go to Heaven?
by Bryan Gibson
The Bible tells us about a man named Cornelius who feared
God, was devout and just, gave money to the poor, prayed to
God always, and had a good reputation in his community (Acts
10:1-2, 22). Surely this man was on his way to heaven. Right?
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Wrong! Cornelius was a good man—a very good man—but he
was not a Christian. Despite the good this man had done, he
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was not saved, and he knew it (Acts 11:13-14).
Thankfully, there is more to the story. The apostle Peter was
sent to the home of Cornelius to tell him what he “must do” to
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be saved (Acts 10:6; 11:13-14). Cornelius was eager to hear
these words; he even called together his friends and relatives so
they too could hear (Acts 10:24). When Peter arrived, he
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preached Jesus to them, showing clearly that He was their
Lord, their Judge, and their Savior (Acts 10:34-43). The intent

“He Who DOES…”

was clear—to persuade these Gentiles to believe in and follow
Jesus. What did Peter then tell them they had to do to be
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saved? “He commanded them to be baptized in the name of the
Lord” (Acts 10:48)—the purpose of which is clearly stated in

Studying 2 Timothy 2 recently, I was struck by all the action

other passages: “for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38); to “wash

words in this chapter, all the things Timothy was told to DO:

away your sins” (Acts 22:16); to be “saved” (Mark 16:16; 1 Peter

commit (v. 2); endure (3); consider (7); remember (8); remind

3:21); to enter “into Christ Jesus” (Romans 6:3); to “put on

(14); charge (14); shun (16); depart (19); flee (22); pursue (22);

Christ” (Galatians 3:27). In other words, Cornelius and the oth-

avoid (23); correct (25). And then the things he was told to BE,

ers were not saved until they obeyed this commandment to be

which also involves some DOING: “be strong” (1); “be dili-

baptized. They did not put on Christ—become a Christian—

gent” (15); “be gentle to all, able to teach, patient.”

until they were baptized into Christ.

Granted, it’s not the most advanced form of Bible study, but

What became of Cornelius after this? We really don’t know,

when studying the New Testament letters, especially the more

but we do know what he was supposed to do. He was now a

practical sections, let’s make sure we clearly identify the rules,

Christian, a disciple of Jesus, and needed to do what others

the admonitions, the commandments—the things God tells us

were urged to do: “walk just as He walked” (1 John 2:6); “abide

to DO. Some will be explicitly stated (as in this chapter), others

in My word” (John 8:31); “keep My commandments” (John

implied, but whichever the case, let’s make sure we don’t miss

15:10); “continue with the Lord” (Acts 11:23); “continue in the

them.

faith” (Acts 14:22; Colossians 1:23); “walk in newness of

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the

life” (Romans 6:4); “be faithful until death” (Revelation 2:10);

kingdom of heaven, but he who DOES the will of My Father in

“follow the Lamb wherever He goes” (Revelation 14:4); and be

heaven” (Matthew 7:21).

always willing to confess his sins and repent of them (1 John

1:9; Acts 8:22).
What about you? Are you hoping to go to heaven, simply because you are a “good person”? Cornelius was a “good person,”
but he was still not right with the Lord. He had to be baptized
into Christ, and then live faithfully for Christ. Will you do the
same?

“But be DOERS of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves” (James 1:21).
“Therefore be careful to OBSERVE them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who
will hear all these statutes and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a
wise and understanding people’” (Deuteronomy 4:6).

