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a church that belongs to / \
Christ. We are not a denomi-

. . TIMES OF SERVICES:
nation; we are simply a group
of Christians trying very hard Sunday
to practice the teachings of | Bible Classes............ 9 AM.
our Head, Jesus Christ. The | Worship............. 10:00 A.M.

New Testament offers a com- | Worship/Bible Study..5 P.M.
plete pattern for what each
local church should be like— Wednesday:

its organization, its worship, | Bible Study............ 7:00 P.M.
its work, etc. We are commit-

ted to following that pattern.

We cordially invite you to at- k /

tend our services. We would

also welcome any comments or questions about this bulletin.

Contact Information

3 P.O. Box 680872
Mailing Address Prattville, AL 36067

L]
ﬁ F8g | Phone Numbers (334) 868-0801
E-Mail Address prattmont@gmail.com
s Web Address prattmontchurchofchrist.org

& | cHURCH
= oF

T -
i = =

Weekly Bulletin
May 12, 2024

“My Eyes Have Seen the King”

by Bryan Gibson

“Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my

eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts” (Isaiah 6:5).

What exactly did Isaiah see? He “saw the Lord sitting on a
throne, high and lifted up, and the train of his robe filled the
temple” (Isaiah 6:1). I've seen some impressive trains before,
particularly on wedding gowns, but nothing that could fill the
dimensions of the temple. Above this elevated throne he saw
“seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his
face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he
flew” (Isaiah 6:2). Even more significant is what he heard, from
one of the seraphim, in a voice so loud that “the posts of the
door were shaken”: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the
whole earth is full of His glory!” (Isaiah 6:3-4).



Can you see now why Isaiah reacted the way he did? Isaiah
couldn’t bear what he saw in himself, and in his people, be-
cause of what he saw in God. In some measure, Isaiah could
now see himself the way the Lord saw him, and he knew he

was in trouble.

But then a wonderful thing happened: “One of the seraphim
flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken
with tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth with it,
and said: ‘Behold, this has touched your lips; your iniquity is
taken away, and your sin purged” (Isaiah 6:6-7). What a relief
this must have been to Isaiah, to feel that heavy weight of sin,
and to now have it removed. Not just relieved, but also deeply

grateful.

And perhaps that explains Isaiah’s eager reply to the Lord’s re-
quest. “I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “‘Whom shall I
send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, ‘Here am I! Send
me.” (Isaiah 6:8). Isaiah was eager to do whatever the Lord
asked, yes, because of who He is, but also because of what He
had done for Isaiah. Isaiah had been forgiven, and He was hap-

py to do whatever the Forgiver asked.

What exactly did the Lord send him to do? Preach to people
who won’t listen, and keep on doing it until they've received
their just punishment (Isaiah 6:9-12). No easy task, to say the
least, but Isaiah made a commitment to the Lord, and he hon-

ored it.

The details may be different, but I've experienced the same

things Isaiah did, at least in principle. I, too, was once
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“undone,” “a man of unclean lips.” I understood the awfulness
of my sin, because “my eyes have seen the King,” not in a vi-
sion, but in the gospel of Jesus Christ. I felt the full burden of
my sin, but thanks be to God, my sins were cleansed by the
blood of Christ, when I obeyed the gospel (Acts 2:37-38). And
so when the Lord asks, “Whom shall I send, and who will go
for Us?” my eager reply is, “Here am I, send me.” No way I'm
saying no to the King, especially a King who loved me and gave
Himself for me (Galatians 2:20), a King who cleansed me from
all my “old sins” (2 Peter 1:9), a King who enables me to come
into His holy presence (Hebrews 10:19-22). His presence is no
longer “filled with smoke” (Isaiah 6:4); in fact, my hope is that

one day I “shall see Him as He is” (1 John 3:2).
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A Godly Mother

by Bryan Gibson

She knows her children are a gift from God, and so she is hap-
py to give them back to Him (1 Samuel 1:11). Together with
her husband, she brings them up in the ways of the Lord (1
Timothy 2:11-15; 1 Timothy 5:9-10; 2 Timothy 1:5; 3:14). She
teaches her children, by word and by example. She trains them
the same way God trains us—she praises them when they do
well, and corrects them when they do wrong. When she says,
“I have no greater joy than to see my children walk in truth” (3

John 1:4), she really means it.




