The Epistle

St. Peter’s Church, Milford, CT

email: office@stpetersmilford.org web: www.stpetersmilford.org

Sunday Services

8 a.m. Holy Eucharist - no music

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist with music
Childcare available
Coffee & Fellowship follows

Church School- resumes on Sunday,
September 16, during the 10 a.m. services

Wednesday Holy Eucharist & Healing: noon
Thursday Morning Prayer 8 a.m.

All weekday services weather permitting
held in the Chapel
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Sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ
Preparing Disciples
Caring for the Community
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Ministers The Congregation

Bishop The Rt. Rev. Dr. Ian Douglas

Rector The Rev. Matthew Lindeman

Assisting Priest The Rev. Julie Kelsey

Assisting Priest The Rev. Angela Rowley

Parish Administrator Kathleen Blixt

Music Director Fred Backhaus

Sexton Andy Thomas

Infant & Toddler Care ProviderAmy Chiarelli

Senior Warden Richard Durazzo

Junior Warden Conrad Green

Treasurer Sharon MacKenzie
Parish Clerk Jillian James

A Holy Growth Spurt
The Rev. Matthew ]. Lindeman

School has started this week, and at the rectory, my family and
[ are still adjusting to the pace. Anna, a middle school Spanish
teacher, begins her tenth year in the district, and our oldest, son
Jonah, moves on to First Grade, while our youngest has returned
to preschool. How quickly time flies!

If I'm honest, we are just barely getting our heads around the
daily routine of packing our lunches for school and work, and we
started a week early to prepare! We set the alarms for earlier
hours than summer, adjusting bedtime routines accordingly. We
pack the ever-heavier lunches the night before, and struggle to
get our children back into shoes after a summer of sandals and
bare feet. They resist shoes mightily, and though I too long for
days spent in flip-flops and board shorts during the summer, I
think I know the real reason why we are meeting resistance...the
kids are growing, and so are their feet. The hefty lunch boxes
confirm it.

As a community of Christians, we too are growing. Thankfully,
most of us who are reading this no longer need to guess about
what size our feet will be in the next few months, but we are
growing in other ways. As a community, we are welcoming new
members regularly. In worship, we have spent the past month
on the sixth book of John’s Gospel, with the bread of life
discourse. We have dwelled in the words “I am the bread of life”;
and how by consuming that bread, we not only abide in Christ,
but He abides in us.

I hope that this is the sign of a holy growth spurt. We have
dedicated ourselves to this bread over the past weeks, much in
the way a marathon runner might load up on carbohydrates in
the days leading up to the big race, that we might continue with
/g‘nﬂu%agc i6tEe§a€Je that is set before us as disciples and
apostles of Jesus. As disciples, our job is to learn about the life
and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth. As apostles, we take that
knowledge and love of God and share it through our daily life and
work.

Here at St. Peter’s, and in this season of growth, we re-dedicate
ourselves to learning and formation in this season of the year.
Our Sunday School teachers are planning their lessons, our youth
group is already meeting and serving our community, our Bible
studies, adult formation classes, and Sunday forums will resume
in full force so that we can continue to grow in the knowledge
and love of God. I'm excited about the program year ahead, and
pray that this be a season of growth and renewal for you and
yours,

In Christ,
Matt
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All Ages Group Study! The Blessings and YOUTH GROUP NEWS
Burdens of Social Media Summer Recap

Are you interested in Social Media and wonder Summer Youth Mission Trip
how it can fit into a Christian life? Do you want to I —
learn the difference between Instagram, Snapchat,
Twitter, and Facebook? Do you already use social
media and want to learn ways to navigate it from a
healthy perspective?

> T

You are invited to join us as we gather to discover :
how we can approach social media in a healthy = S
way, guided by scriptural authority, as a fulfilling ]
and life-giving part of our lives. This study $ great

for tweens, teens, parents, grandparents, and other
adults. It is especially great for families to attend
together!

Sessions will run for 5 consecutive Thursdays

from 7 -8pm beginning October 23 and will

include a light snack.

In early July a group of twelve (great number, isn’t
it?) traveled all the way to Steubenville, Ohio on a
mission trip to serve that community. While there,

There is a study guide available for order if you the group learned that the town had reduced in
wish to have companion materials for this study. population from about 50,000 people to about
Please contact Maureen Lucas at 17,000 people when the steel industry left the area.
youth@stpetersmilford.org to get on the order list. As a result of the loss of those jobs, there is clearly
The cost should be about $10. a lot of poverty and need. The group got to work to
help lift them up, even while they sweated and
We Chalked our Walks! sacrificed their own comfort to do so. In working
Inspired by the “Joy Project” and the Milford closely with the resilient people in Steubenville,
Prevention Council, Saint Peter’s participated in the youth were able to see beneath the poverty and
the annual Chalk the Walks event with the goal of notice signs of a resurrection hope in this
spreading love, hope, joy, and optimism through struggling community.
messages and art on the sidewalks. We pray that
these messages brought joy to those who have To hear more about this amazing journey, be sure
passed by. to come to church on October 21st!

The youth did a few other things over the
summer, including
1 anice cream evening to debrief on the
mission trip and to just have some fun.
1 youth group just because they wanted to
and don’t usually meet in the summer
9 Lake Trip to Otis Mass!
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This is a trip the Youth Group has been blessed to
enjoy each year. They went tubing, kayaking,
swimming, and boating. It was such a joy-filled day
for all! Thank you to the Franz family for hosting
and to Rev. Matt and Jonah for joining us!

Gearing up for Fall

Parent Meeting: our youth group parent meeting
will take place on Sunday September 9th directly
after the 10:00 service . The full calendar through
December (subject to changes) will be available at
that time. If you or someone you know is interested
in our youth programs, come on by! The youth
group consists of students in grades six through
twelve and is open to all, regardless of where they
are on their faith journey. ALL are welcome here.

Kickoff !
The youth program year will kick off on Sunday,
September 16th from 4 -7pm at the church.

Our regular meetings will continue to be the first
and third Sundays of each month; 4-5:30 for
middle school, 5-7 for high school, with both
groups together some weeks.

Here are a few other things the yout h can put
on the calendar: Sunday Sept 30: 11:30-1:30
Serving brunch at Beth-EIl (High Schoolers Only)
Come over to Beth-El’s back entrance after church.

Sunday Sept 30: Art and Games Night! 5-7pm

Saturday October 13: 9:30-2:00 Can and bottle drive
at First Church

Saturday Oct 20-Sunday Oct 21: Overnight retreat and
Youth Sunday!!!

Saturday October 27: 8:30am Trick or Trot 5K to
support Beth-El. Run it or Walk it!

Next Summer’s Mission Trip Dates:
Monday June 24-Sunday June 30
Stay tuned for details!

Chil dren’s

Progr ams

[t is with great joy that I say a huge “Thank You” to
Kathy Schock for her leadership and coordination
over the past several years. For this year, Rev. Matt
will be the primary contact and coordinator for
Church School, working closely with our parent
volunteer teachers. If you are interested in sharing a
gift for teaching children, please contact me directly.

Let me begin by saying that children are welcome to
all that we do here at St. Peter’s. This includes
staying through worship if that is best for children
and their families. Childcare is also available for the
10:00 am Service, beginning at 9:45 in the Taft
Building.

We begin each day in church, and after brief
interactive children’s messages, and prayers for
those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries,
children and teachers proceed to their classrooms.

Our younger children
(Pre K- Second Grade)
will be continuing in
the Godly Play
program, an
internationally
acclaimed formation
program for children
that uses Montessori-
inspired teaching techniques and beautifully crafted
biblical stories to form our children and cultivate
wonder about God and Creation. We would love to
welcome your child into this program. It is fabulous!

3
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For older children, in the classroom we will Fun and fellowship opportunities for Sunday
continue with our lessons using the Faithweaver School Families:

curriculum, a program that brings the bible to
life for our children with creative lessons that
challenge our kids to integrate faith and daily
life. In Church: We have numerous
opportunities to serve as acolytes, which is a
perfect joy for our older children 3rd grade and
Up. To learn more, reach out to Matt, or Diane
Gendreau, who coordinates our acolytes.

There are Informal opportunities to build
community throughout the year. Keep an eye out
on email, Facebook, and Instagram for
opportunities as they arise. Meet ups at the
Beach, Ice Cream at Lisman Landing, trips to the
Pumpkin Patch, and Service opportunities abound.
Have an activity you'd like to lead? Contact Matt!
(Dates and Activities TBD)

First Sundays at Five

Worship opportunities for families at 5pm on the
First Sundays of the month. Great worship
opportunity for busy families with many other
commitments. There will be child-friendly
resources available at these worship services.
Our first service of the program year took place
this weekend at Gulf Beach. It was a blast!

— g - A OXOw
e Choir Returns September 16th
qcm_“\@lt.oloru‘ After a well-deserved summer break, the Choir resumes its
(:_": = regular Sunday schedule on September 16th. The Gospel
Dominwm,plIenitcas that day is the Confession of St. Peter, where he is the first
( - T, 7':'7' to proclaim Jesus as the Messiah. The Anthem, Thou art the
oomu. S e Christ, O Lorgby Richard Dirksen (former Canon Precentor
(:h'-_' = at the National Cathedral), underscores this with a canon
0y Wamite, “\vnm‘ where the voices follow one another singing exactly the
T " o - same tune (think “Row, row, row your boat”). The resulting
X7 T\!ﬂ’gscl.it Fportol effect is that Peter’s statement is picked up and repeated by
}:{fbﬁu;f flame o ¢ a growing chorus of people.

Jnwitat, M Cuttentim
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Are you coping with the loss of a loved one ?

On Sunday afternoon, Nov. 4 at 5:00, St. Peter’s will offer
a Requiem For All The Faithful Departed. This is a quiet,
reverent, and soul-healing Service to remember and pray
for those who have died. It will be a fully choral Service
with the Choir singing the traditional plainsong Requiem
(in Latin, like the Fauré Requiemfrom two years ago). The
rest of the Service is in English.

This Requiem is offered to the entire Milford community.
If you have a friend, co-worker, or neighbor who has
suffered a loss, please bring them with you. They can
participate as much or as little as is comfortable for them.
The Service follows the Burial Office (Rite One) in the
Book of Common Prayeind includes the beloved Psalm
23, Communion, special prayers, and the Commendation.

Mission Opportunities This Fall

The Mission Committee is once again looking
forward to the monthly dinners for those in need,
the Walk/Run for Beth-El Center, the Samaritan's
Purse Shoe Box project, the Heifer project and
Carol's Giving Tree for families in need at
Christmas.

Outreach Dinners

We have four teams for the dinners, each team
serves three times a year. We plan the menu, cook
at home and spend two hours serving and cleaning
up. It is so rewarding and the guests are so
appreciative. For more information contact Rich
Durazzo at richardduro@yahoo.com

Walk/Run For Beth -El Center

St. Peter’s and 16 other churches in the area
founded the Beth-El Center. This top rated
shelter holds an annual walk/run fundraiser that
helps keep the doors open for those in need of
shelter, counseling, and job searching while
providing a caring safe environment.

Rev. Matt would love to have you join him on
Saturday, October 27th to take part in this fun
family event. Registration starts at 7:30 a.m. at
Lisman Landing, 37 Helwig St. There is a small run
for the “wee” ones, and a 5K walk or run for the
rest. You may even dress in a Halloween costume.
There will be great refreshments, prizes and a
fantastic band headed by our own Jay Pinsince.

So save the date. Brenda and Pat Strong will be
collecting donations in Fr. Matthew's name.

For more info check with at Brenda Thomason
brendat2@optonline.net

Samarit an's Purse Shoe Box Project

We buy school supplies, hygiene items, fun little
toys, and books, etc. On Sunday November 4th, we
will have a five-minute video showing what a
blessing this program is to millions of children
around the world. It is through your gifts that
these children (some of whom have never
received a gift before) learn about the love of
God, which leads them into a life with Christ.

Heifer International

St. Peter’s has done it again! We have just earned
our 13th Ark by having our donation tripled by an
anonymous donor to Heifer. What a wonderful gift
to those around the world who will benefit from
your kindness and generosity! We ended up with a
donation of $11,888! It is amazing and wonderful
that we have been able to do this since 2000. Many
thanks to all who have donated over the years so
we could be a blessing to others worldwide!

Our next campaign will begin with a breakfast on
December 2™ so save your change to help make
the world a better place. Watch your email and the
bulletin for updates on this project.

Carol’s Giving Tree

At Christmas we choose about 4 families who
otherwise would not have a good Christmas. We
make tags for toys, clothes, grocery certificates for
you take from the tree to purchase these gifts.
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Four Reasons Why You Should Consider
Building A Home On A Mission Trip

1. Providing a home promotes health and education.

2. Providing a home promotes dignity.
3. Providing a home battles extreme poverty.
4. Providing a home strengthens communities.

House building mission trips like that performed
by St. Peter’s offers hope by providing the
residents with much needed shelter so the families
are able to use their income for food and education.
The homes have electricity and insulation and can
be secured. Because the homes are safe and secure,

provided with a better education, will break the
poverty cycle. During our recent mission trips to
Mexico many of the members were surprised to
see how the neighborhoods have improved. Stable,
quality housing has encouraged the town to invest
in the area. In the past few years we have seen a
water treatment plant built, local schools
established and enlarged, roads upgraded and now
a safe place for the children to play. On our first
trip to Juarez no one could have imagined that our
work would have such a far-reaching effect. One
house at a time our work has changed
neighborhoods and improved the lives of the
residents.

Please consider joining us on our next mission trip!
Look in the bulletin for meeting dates or for more
information contact Dee Green at 203-687-8660

deegreen@optonline.net or; or Linda Roti at
ldroti@sbcglobal.net or 203-878-8910

the neighborhoods are more stable, which has
encouraged the establishment of more and better
schools. Itis our hope that the children, now being

u

Fall Convocation for the South Central Region
In the spirit of fellowship and collaboration with other Episcopal communities in our region, in and around
New Haven County, | invite you to save the date and consider attending the South Central Region Convocation.
Let Matt know if you'd like to ride along! See the info below for more details.

What: South Central Regional Convocation.

When: September 15,2018 9 am.- 1 p.m.

Where: St. Peter's, Cheshire (59 Main St)

All are welcome! We will share conversation about where we see God in our communities, listen for the Spirit
through Eucharist and prayer, and learn together about the power of love through the radical hospitality at
IRIS. Chris George, Executive Director of IRIS will join us to lead an interactive discussion.

The Turkish Cultural Center in West Haven will cater lunch for us, and trust me...you will not want to miss it!
Lunch is provided for free by the South Central Region. Please let us know that you're coming by rsvp'ing
through our eventbrite page, click here or visiting this page.
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/south-central-region-fall-2018-gathering-tickets-48532561197?aff=efbevent

u

Junior Warden’ s R eTuraimgtUp The Heat

You may have noticed a tree missing in front of the church. The tree was removed for a couple of reasons,
the biggest being to make room for a new natural gas meter.

Due to the many tasks that seem to crop up on a pretty regular basis our Building and Grounds
Committee was revamped. Since Michael Thomas volunteered to chair the committee I was walking him
through the facilities so we could make a fresh list of things that need attention. I noticed a faint odor of
oil when we entered the chapel and later upon opening the basement hatch the odor was quite a bit
stronger. It was at that time I knew we had a problem. Turns out one of the oil tanks was leaking. Since it
was just one drop every ten seconds I put a tray under the drip and started making calls. Because the
tanks were both installed at the same time we figured it would only be a matter of time before the other
one started leaking, so we hired a tank removal company to pump out the oil and remove both tanks.
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God is indeed watching over us, as all this happened after the heating season and we found the leak
before it caused a huge mess. What followed all this is further proof He is with us.

St. Peter’s years ago had checked with the gas company to see if they would install a gas service for our
boilers and were told that the gas line in the street did not have the capacity to run our boilers. The oil
leak prompted us to call them again and lo and behold they had just installed a high-pressure gas main
down Darina PL. across from the church. The gas company representative agreed to extend that line and
install a gas meter for us free of charge. Thank you Jesus. So St. Peter’s will be switching over to gas
before the heating season begins. But wait, there’s more!

In talking with contractors we found out that our chimney would need to be lined with a stainless steel
liner due to the sulfur laden soot that has built up over the years from burning fuel oil. This sulfur when
mixed with the high moisture content of the natural gas flue products creates sulfuric acid that will
quickly erode the masonry of the chimney. One of the chimney sweeps we called upon inspected our
chimney and found that we have a nest of baby birds called Chimney Swifts nesting inside our chimney.
Turns out these birds are a federally protected endangered species that requires a federal permit to
remove them. You may be asking, where is Jesus now? Never fear, He is still here. After researching the
birds we found out that they will leave on their own as soon as the can fly, as Chimney Swifts migrate
south for the winter months because their diet consists of large amounts of insects which cannot be
found in the colder months around here. Once the birds are on their merry way to the land of bugs we
will complete the project just in time for the cold months of winter. Thanks be to God.

Conrad Green
Junior Warden

Spiritual Adult Ed Programs at St . Pe

Morning Prayer

Are you aware that Morning Prayer is celebrated on Thursdays at 8 a.m. in the Chapel and that you are invited
to join us at any time? St. Peter’s started celebrating weekday Morning Prayer in 2000 as a Lenten
discipline. The practice continues today!

[ have continued to participate as I find it grounding in my daily life and week. The discipline it requires of me
is challenging at times but rewarding. Worshipping with another believer (or more!) is encouraging and
uplifting! I am encouraged to read more books on spiritual discipline and benefit from the wisdom and
insight of those who practiced in the past and do now like Dallas Willard and Richard Foster. They inspire
further reading and investigation!

Come join us and see where it leads you. Our service is only 20 minutes long but it is time well spent. Jesus
said that when two or three are gathered together He is in the midst of them! For more information contact
me: Linda Roti at 203-878-8910 or |droti@sbcglobal.net

Tuesday Morning Bible Study continues to meet at 7:00 a.m. in the church library.

Wednesday Evening Adult Formation: Join us for food, fellowship, and Formation.
RSVP to Matt via phone or email if you are interested in participating. Our fall series will begin in October with
a book study on Dwight Zcheile’s People of the Way.

Thursday Mor ni ng Womeetnfrom 9:3B a.nb. + 1d:00S.m.undhe library.

Prayer Group meets generally on the third Sunday of the month at 11:45 a.m. in the church library, the 3
Sunday of the month. Look in the weekly bulletin for definite dates. All are invited to attend.
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Sunday Morning Forums at 9:05 am.

Join us as we resume coffee and conversations between the services during the Forum Hour. These
conversations have centered around bible studies, book studies, and will continue to take place this fall. Keep
an eye out for announcements as we finalize these plans in the next weeks.

The Order of the Daughters of the King is an order for women in the Episcopal Church. It was founded in
1885 in New York City by Margaret J. Franklin and now has chapters worldwide as well as chapters of Junior
Daughters. Members reaffirm the promises made at Baptism and Confirmation and dedicate themselves to a
life of prayer, service, and evangelism in order to spread Christ’s Kingdom.

At St. Peter’s we are a small but faithful group of women studying scripture and other materials prepared by
Daughters of the King with the possibility of becoming a chapter. We meet monthly off site, usually on the last
Monday evening of the month and would welcome any woman in the church to join us.

For more information contact Sandra Torriani at (203) 874-9010 or at storriani@ aol. com.

€ Other Announcements and Opportunities €

Yoga for Body & Soul

Yoga is starting again on Monday nights in the
Fellowship Hall at St. Peter’s from 7:45 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. A new session will begin on September
17t- Laurie Trupp is the instructor. Wear
comfortable clothes and bring a yoga mat and
blanket. Registration forms will be on the bulletin
board in the church hall. Questions may be
directed to Beth Bell at 203-877-8711 or

email: bellbeth@sbcglobal.net.

Congratulations!

To Alana Pedron and Adam Barba whose nuptials
took place here on Saturday, August 4.

To Lorrie and Mark Davies-Michek on the birth of
their grandson, Liam.

Caring for our Community - Coffee

Hour is a ministry by and for those who
o2 -/~ attend the 10:00 a.m. service on Sunday
o morning. Coffee Hour is only possible
through your participation and willingness to
provide a food item to share.

There is a sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall. There
are three teams, set up, clean up and the food team.
St. Peter's supplies the coffee. Kathie Hebert (203-
506-5125 or cody50@aol.coand Nancy Lang
have posted guidelines/instructions on the bulletin
board in the hall, if needed.

Coffee Hour is a great time to meet new
parishioners and enjoy fellowship with your
church family. Invite someone to host with you
and share in the joy of providing hospitality!

Food Bank Donations
St. Peter’s continues its
weekly collection for the
Milford Food Bank at the
Milford Senior Center.

There is always a need for staples such as
cereals, pasta, and peanut butter and jelly.
Those items would be especially welcomed.
Only unexpired items are accepted .
Outdated items will be discarded. Please do
not donate fresh fruit and vegetables because
they are unable to be used.

Please place all food donations in the basket
located in the Narthex of the church. The
basket will bebrought up during the offertory,
recognizing that these are a part of our gifts
being offered to the Lord.
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September Birthdays

9/1 Paul Austin

9/2 Paul Edwards

9/3 John O’Connell

9/8 Shane Tummins

9/10 Sarah Jovanelly-Flaws
9/12 Judy Bryson

9/12 Soledad Meade (daughter)
9/14 Delia Vital ﬁ
9/15 Rowan Soracco

9/16 Beth Jovanelly

9/16 Kaya Vital

9/17 Becky Tremblay

9/19 Devin Soracco

9/22 Kate Pegnataro

9/23 Merna Carter

9/27 Barbara Lewis

9/28 Allison Scicchitano

9/28 Brenda Thomason

September Anniversaries

9/4  Mary Ann & Greg Schmitt

9/5 Helen & John Kropitis

9/6 Jan & Paul Buzelle

9/18 Maggie & Albert Faustini

9/21 Kelly Gammage & James Krantz
9/22 Kelly & Christian Thompson
9/27 Lisa & Stephen Winters

9/28 Rosa & David Crow

9/30 Kate & Frank Pegnataro

October Birthdays

10/4 Robert Eldridge
10/7 Kristina Scicchitano
10/8 Carol Ann Russo
10/9 Claire Ritz

10/13 Sharon Roche
10/14 Ella Gianotti

10/15 Corliss Emmons
10/15 Peggie Watson
10/16 Sharon Callahan
10/16 Edna Luysterborghs
10/18 Laura Erlacher
10/19 Deirdre Green
10/22 Edna Pavlowski
10/22 Kathleen Romatzick
10/26 Gayanne Bristol
10/26 Ron Jovanelly

10/27 Dorothy Faustini
10/28 Violet Austin

10/28 Joseph Lang

10/29
10/29
10/31
10/31
10/31
10/31

Coralie Sansone
Richard Schock
Tony Acheychek
Beckett Casey
Brogan Casey
Emily Shoop

October Anniversaries

10/4
10/6
10/14
10/15
10/20
10/24

Judy & Joseph Giusti
Lynn & Lawrence Nugent
Alexis & Brendan Casey
Diana & Joseph Kavanagh
Donna & Jay Pinsince
Kathy & Richard Schock

November Birthdays

11/3
11/5
11/5
11/6
11/7
11/9
11/9
11/9
11/11
11/11
11/11
11/13
11/13
11/16
11/16
11/16
11/16
11/17
11/21
11/21
11/22
11/25
11/25
11/28
11/28
11/29

Danny Johansen
Connie Eldridge
Rebecca Scicchitano
Chris Cunningham
Judith Giusti
Michael Gendreau
John Scicchitano
Paul Thoma

Jillian James

Mary Beth Saltzman
Michele Sansone
Frederick Hopkins
Thomas Plumridge
Bruce Rumford
Greg Schmitt
Abigail Thomas
Gabriel Thomas
Carol Springsteen
Beverly Gregory
John Kropitis

Jan Buzelle
Gwendolyn Feher
Vivian Hayward
Connor Chirico
Michael Thomas
Charlotte Thompson

November Anniversaries

11/3 Gwen & Raymond Feher
11/9 Jennifer & Aaron Shoop



