SUNDAY MORNING

Announcements
Rodney Ellis

Song Leader
Alan Blaylock

Lord’s Supper
Clay Morris, Mark Davis,
Cole Meador

Prayers
Jon Barry, Chris Stinson

WEDNESDAY EVENING

Announcements
Mark Davis

Song Leader
Alan Blaylock

Prayers
Bill Rinehart, Willie Standokes

Invitation
Joseph Barry

“God reigns over the
nations, God sits on
His holy throne.”

(Psalm 47.8)
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Sunday
Bible Study ................ 9:30 A M.
Worship ................... 10:15 A.M.

Monday (Zoom)
Bible Study ................ 7:00 P.M

Wednesday
Bible Study ................ 7:00 P.M.
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| Repent from all sins .... Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38

é Confess the name of Christ ... Matthew10:32-
i 33; Romans 10:9-10

i Be Baptized in His name ........ Mark 16:16;
; 1 Peter 3:21; Colossians 2:12

i Walk in newness of life and be faithful unto
tdeath ......... Romans 6:1-4; Revelation 2:10
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Paul makes an important argument in 1
Corinthians 15 about the resurrection of
Jesus Christ. He begins the chapter by
showing that there were many witnesses
to the resurrected Christ. The Gospel is
not just that Jesus died, but that He died,
was buried, rose again on the third day,
and appeared to many. We are saved by
this message (i.e., what actually
happened and its effects), and we must
stand in it (remain firm, as v. 58
indicates).

Paul then shows the opposite impact if
there was no resurrection. If Jesus was
not raised, then there will be no
resurrection for anyone. If that is the
case, then our faith is vain, preaching is
vain, and we are to be pitied for believing
it all. There is nothing noble about
believing so great a lie, and in this case it
would be a lie with real consequence. On

Bad Company Corrupts Good Morals
Doy Moyer

the other hand, those who deny its truth
also will deal with serious consequences.
Unbelievers have no hope in anything
beyond this world, so any life choices
will not ultimately matter. Choices would
matter only temporarily, but nothing
would have eternal ramifications, for
there would be no resurrection. Death
would mean the cessation of existence
altogether.

Paul, then, shows the vital nature of
resurrection. It has implications, not only
for eternity, but also for how we live our
lives now. Read the whole chapter, but
note here an argument Paul makes in
verses 31-33: “I affirm, brethren, by the
boasting in you which I have in Christ
Jesus our Lord, I die daily. If from human
motives [ fought with wild beasts at
Ephesus, what does it profit me? If the
dead are not raised, let us eat and drink,
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Jerry Schnelle had a successful surgery and
is recovering.

If you need to make any changes to the |
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for tomorrow we die. Do not be deceived:
‘Bad company corrupts good morals.’”

We should step back and see how Paul
makes his point. There really are only two
ways to live: 1) with a view toward eternal
life, or 2) with a view toward this earthly
life alone. If we believe in resurrection,
then we accept eternal life, and in turn we
will believe that we must strive to live by
God’s view of morality because it has
eternal consequences. Holiness will be
vital to us. Notice Paul’s next statement:
“Become sober- minded as you ought, and
stop sinning; for some have no knowledge
of God” (v. 34). If, on the other hand, we
do not believe in the resurrection, then we
might as well do whatever we wish, “for
tomorrow we die,” and that will be that.

We won’t be any better or worse for whatever
we choose. We’ll just die.

In this context we see the well known adage:
“Bad company corrupts good morals.” What
is the point of that statement? Behavior is
affected by what we believe about
resurrection and afterlife. If we don’t believe
in resurrection, if there is nothing else beyond
this, then how we view morality and behavior
will be very different from those who believe
in resurrection. We will think we just die and
that there are no eternal consequences and no
final judgment or justice.

The problem is that those who did not believe
in resurrection were influencing the behavior
of other Christians, for the consequences of
there being no resurrection leads to this
nihilistic  view of life and reality
(meaninglessness). This seems to be the “bad
company” against which Paul warns. That is,
even within the church were those whose
influence directed others away from the
resurrection and, consequently, good moral
behavior. We expect this from the world, but
to get it from other Christians is shameful.

We live in an age that pushes skepticism and
disbelief in God or anything beyond the world
we can see. Resurrection is written off, and
the consequences are serious. What we
believe about post-death reality will affect our
morality and any views we have of meaning
and purpose. If we do not have the
resurrection firmly in mind, our behavior will
change.

The “bad company” of this passage are
those who would influence us not to believe
in resurrection, which will include all that is
entailed in what the resurrection means. We
will cease believing in the saving message
of the Gospel, and this will change
everything. Do we not live in the midst of
bad company today? Whether it be in
schools, politics, movies and shows, the
media, online activity or otherwise, we live
in an age of skepticism that influences
behavior. People lose their faith due to
unbelieving influences, and resurrection no
longer factors into how they make
decisions. This will always be the danger
Christians face.

Now, more than ever, we need to reaffirm
our faith in Christ and the resurrection. Only
in this way can we keep our real purpose
before us. Only in this way can we do what
Paul encourages at the end of the
resurrection discussion: “Therefore, my
beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your toil is not in vain in the
Lord” (1 Cor 15:58, NASB).

I Give Up!
Jay Launius

“Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil
and he will flee from you. Draw near to God
and He will draw near to you.” (James 4:7—

8)

For Christians to have a right relationship
with God they may have to get to the point
in life where they say, “I give up!”. This is
not a declaration of quitting but rather
admitting that they have tried to face life’s
challenges on their own terms instead of
submitting to the Lord and letting Him
help them get through life. The above
passage simply states, “submit to God”
which means we should give up and give
in, allowing God to control every aspect of
our lives. I know that’s a tall order,
however when we base our decisions upon
God’s instruction and wisdom life can
indeed be less frustrating.

Now take a look at the next part of the
passage. Resisting Satan is easier said than
done because he’ll use every means
possible to make us fail in both our
physical and spiritual lives. But God
assures us here that if we stand up and
stand strong the old devil will leave us
alone for a while.

Finally, we’re told to “draw near to God”.
We get close to God through Jesus Christ
and when we trust and depend on the Lord
to help us He will be right by our side.
We’re never promised that life will be
easy, what we are promised is we’ll be
able to handle whatever life throws us
because we have the peace that passes
understanding in our hearts (Phil. 4:7) and
our Father will never leave us or forsake
us. (Hebrews 13:5)



