The Evidence of Jesus’ Early Signs (John 2)
When we refer to Jesus' mighty works on the earth, whether healing the sick,
calming the stormy sea or raising the dead, we typically call them "miracles". It's a good
term, one which denotes His power to control all that He created. Yet, when John refers
to these mighty works he always calls them "signs", a term emphasizing how these
works pointed to a greater truth about Jesus. "This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana
of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him." (John 2.11). The signs
revealed His glory; the signs prompted faith in Him.
Signs play an integral role in John 2. First, there is the record of Jesus' first sign, the
turning of water into wine (vss. 1-11). Then, there is the demand of the Jews that Jesus
perform a sign thereby showing His authority to cleanse the Temple, which is a type of
sign itself (vss. 13-18). Jesus responded to their demand by prophesying of the greatest
sign of His glory: the resurrection (vss. 19-22). The chapter concludes with a statement
of how many began to believe in Jesus based on His signs, although He understood the
fickle nature of their faith (vss. 23-25). What do these signs reveal about His glory?
Turning Water Into Wine (vss. 1-11)
We do not know why Jesus and His disciples were present at the wedding in Cana,
although we might assume it was a family relative or friend given the presence of Jesus'
mother, Mary. What we do know is that the wine ran out, an awful embarrassment to
the groom and his family. If Mary were related to the groom it would explain her
concern. Some questions have been raised by Jesus' calling His mother, "woman" in vs.
4, but Jesus' use of the same term in John 19.26 shows that no disrespect was intended.
More significant was Jesus' words, "my hour has not yet come." As D.A. Carson relates,
"Mary wants the wedding to end without embarrassment; Jesus remembers that the prophets
characterized the messianic age as a time when wine would flow liberally (e.g. Je. 31:12; Ho.
14:7; Am. 9:13-14; cf. 2 Baruch 29:5; 1 Enoch 10:19).28 Elsewhere he himself adapts the
wedding as a symbol for the consummation of the messianic age (e.g. Mt. 22:1-14; Mt 25:1–13).
Treating the developing circumstances as an acted parable, Jesus is entirely correct to say that
the hour of great wine, the hour of his glorification, has not yet come.”

It is unfortunate that our approach to this sign has often been to discuss the
potency of the wine. That is NOT why John recorded this sign; it is NOT the lesson we
are to learn. It is significant that the pots which were filled with water were used "for
the Jewish custom of purification." Jesus takes that water and turns it into something
better! The point is fairly simple: Jesus came to give something better and He does so
abundantly (see John 1.16-17)!
Cleansing the Temple (vss. 12-22)
While selling animals and providing a money exchange might seem to be a benefit
for the pilgrims making their way to Jerusalem to worship, it is likely that the location
of these activities explains Jesus' reaction. The money changing and selling of animals
would have taken place in the Court of the Gentiles, the outermost court and largest by
far. When Jesus cleansed the Temple again at the end of His ministry He said, “Is it not
written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have
made it a robbers’ den.” (Mark 11.17). The Temple was meant to be a place where the
nations could learn about God, but the Jews had made that more difficult by making the
Court of Gentiles a marketplace! Jesus' command to "stop making My Father's house a
place of business" in John 2.16 would indicate the same concern. The Jews had no
interest in the world (the Gentiles), but Jesus came to save them (John 1.10-12; 3.16)! His
cleansing of the Temple was a "sign" of His desire to save the nations.
No doubt incensed, the Jews demanded to know what authority Jesus had to
cleanse the Temple. What sign could He show to back up His actions? Jesus said a sign
would be given: "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." The Jews
mocked Him, thinking He was speaking of the Jerusalem Temple, a building which
Herod had begun renovating in 19 B.C. and would not be completed until A.D. 63. But
Jesus' disciples would come to understand that Jesus was referring to His resurrection.
Many Believe (vss. 23-25)
The signs achieved their purpose; they showed His glory and prompted faith.
However, we are given an indication that the faith of many who witnessed His signs
would not last. Just as the Father searches the hearts of men (Jeremiah 17.10), so Jesus
"knew what was in man." No doubt He knew that many would turn back (John 6.66),
thus He did not entrust Himself to them. Or, as another put it, "He had no faith in their
faith" (Vincent quoting Godet).

