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From the Beginning to Judgment
(Genesis 119)

In the Beginning (Genesig-3)

Genesis is the book of beginnings, but before anything rab¢sisted, there was God
(Gen1l:1; John 1:1). God created the heavens and the earth, which includes all things
visibleandinvisible (Col 1:16; Hebl1:4). The universe, and life itself, did not happen by
chance (Acts 17:25). Humans are not the products of naturalistic evolution. Rather, God
created. He spoke, and everything came into existence and is upheld by théhiverd o
power (Hehl:3).

On the sixth day of creation, God made man in His own image-2r:)@dam and Eve

were placed in the Garden of Eden and told to tend it. He gave them much freedom, but
did place one restriction on them: they were not to eat of thetithe knowledge of

good and evil. If they did, they would die.

The devil, in the form of a serpent, deceived Eve, and she ate the fruit of the forbidden
tree. Then Adam ate with her. They knew better, and when they realized it, they tried,
unsuccessfly, to hide from God. As a result of their sin, curses were placed upon man,
woman, the ground, and the serpent. Sin had entered the world, and death, physically and
spiritually, came as a result. However, God did leave one ray of hope by saying that the
seed of woman would crush the head of the serpent (3:15).

Cain, Abel, and Seth (Genesisb)

Cain and AbeWere sons of Adam and Eve (GgnAbel was a shepherd and Cain a tiller

of the ground. They both brought a sacrifice to the Lord. Abel broughbitteof his

flock, and Cain brought an offering from the fruit of the ground. God respected AbelOs
offering, but did not accept CainOs. Cain was angry because of this, and he killed Abel. For
this, he was cursed and became a wanderer. Eve had anottmamsed,Seth, who would
preserve a lineage through which God would work. Chapter 5 follows this line of people.
Since the consequence of sin was death, Genesis 5 stresses this by repeating the phrase,
OAnNd he died.O

Noah, the Flood, Babel, and the Natiori&enesis6-11)

People were becoming so evil and corrupt that God decided it was time to bring

judgment. The Osons of God,O by marrying the Odaughters of men,O were corrupted. God
determined that He would destroy the wicked and start over through Noahhach

found GodOs favor. GodOs method of destruction was a massive flood.

God told Noah about His plans and commanded Noah to build a huge ark (like a big box)
in order to save his family and preserve animal kinds on the earth. Noah followed GodOs
instructions exactly; and while building the ark, he preached. No one listened.



Noah, his wife, his three sons and their wives, along with various animal kinds, were
saved through the flood. Through them, God would populate the earth once again. The
account oNoabh is a wonderful example of how GodOs grace works with manOs faith and
obedience. Noah is an example to us of one who, through faith, was persevered in doing
what was right, though so many around him continued to do wrong.

As the population grew, nahs began to separate and become more distinguished.
However, there was resistance to this, and the efforts at the tower of Babel demonstrate
efforts to build a unified mankind by making a name for themselves and essentially trying
to become their own ged God would not let this happen, so He saw to it that they were
scattered.

Abraham (Genesid.2-19)

Abraham was chosen by God to be the one through whom He would carry out His plan
for mankindOs salvation. God called Abram to leave his home andlgodadtet God

would show him. By faith, ABham went (Held1:8). God made senal great promises to
him (Genl12:17), and these promises are the foundation for following the rest of the
Bible story. God promised Abraham that his descendants would beaeat aation
(Israel). God promised that these des@arid would be given the land (£). Most
importantly, it would be through Abraham that Oall the families of the esoii® be
blessed (see also G&118). This seed would be Jesus Christ, andehsihg is the

removal of sins throughlim (Acts 3:2526; GaB3:16).

Abraham struggled with knowing how God would fulfill the promise, and even had one
child (Ishmael) through Hagar. This did not turn out as planned. However, God
reaffirmed the promisesnd Isaac would be the child of promise.

In the meantime, Abraham showed great faith. For example, we see this in his going aft
the kings who took Lot (Gel¥). We see it in his pleading with God over the fate of
Sodom andsomorrah, where Lot lived (@€l.8-19). Even so, throughout these chapters,
we find how serious God is about the problem of sin. Where sin is, judgment is sure to
come.

In these opening chapters, we find great lessons about faith, grace, obedience, and
judgment.



Abraham, Isaac, ad Jacob
(Genesis 2@33)

Abraham had great faith that vaee called upon to follow (Gal 3:7; Rdrt2). Still, there
were times in his life when he struggled. For example, in addition to the failed attempt to
have Hagar mduce the child of promise (Gé%), Genesis 20 records Abraham going to
Egypt and telling the king that Sarah was his sister, which led Abimelech to think she
would be free to be with him. The Lord put a stop to this before something disastrous
happened.

Though Abraham and Sarah weldear, Oat the appointed time of which God had spoken
to him,O Sarah conceivedidore a son, named Isaac (@d). Ishmael, HagarOs son by
Abraham, mocked Isaac, and this created a problem that resulted in Hagar and Ishmael
having to leave. God still bsesl Ishmael because he was AbrahamOs son.

The greatest test of AbrahamOs faith came when God told him to take dsaffer dmm

as a sacrifice (G&22). Abraham did what God said, taking Isaac to the appointed place.
God prevented the sacrifice, as &tim demonstrated total trust in Him. So great was
this trust that the Hebrews writer says that Abraham believed God veisddisaac from
the dead (Heli1:1719). The episode shows that it was not GodOs intent to have Isaac
actually sacrificed, but rathto give Abraham an opportunity to show absolute trust. The
event typologically points to the sacrifice of Jesus.

When Sarah died, Abraham purchased a pp¢tiee land for her burial (Gezi3).

Abraham then asked his servant to go back to AbrahamOsnhomer to find Isaac a

wife (Gen24). The servant did that, and by the LordOs help, he found a young woman
named Rebekah. She came back with the servant and became IsaacOs wife.

Abraham remarried and had other children. He died at the figeeohunded seventy

five (Gen25:8), having become of the greatest examples of faith in the Lord. GodOs plans
through his descendants would continue. Ishmael also had many descendants, but God
was true to His promise to carry out His will through Isaac.

Rebekahauld not have children, so saprayed and God answered (@&r21).

Rebekah conceived twins, and the Lord told her that Otwo nationsO were in her womb.
One would serve the other. The first to be born was Esau, but Jacob held onto EsauOs heel
as they werborn. Esau became a skillful hunter much loved by his father Ralagkah

loved Jacob more

Esau came in hungry one day from the field. Jacob was cooking a stew, and Esau begged
Jacob for some. Jacob told Esau he could have some if Esau gavebuotreidiis Esau

agreed, and for some food gave up one of the most important inheritancas (@em

25:2734; see also HdI2:1517).

Isaac lived near the Philistines for a time, making the same mistake Abraham had made

! ! $



in calling his wife his siste®till, the Lord blessed him (G@6). Because of some quarrels
over wells, Isaac moved away and came to Beersheba. There the Lord reiterated His
promises that He had given to Abraham (Gen. 26:24), Oso he built an altar there and
called upon the name of therdO (v25).

When Isaac got older and lost his sight, he called Esau to hunt and cook for him so that

he could bless Esau before he died (the oldest son received a special blessing). Rebekah
overheard and helped Jacob deceive Isaac. Jacob dreskedEspu, cooked a savory

dish, then went in to Isaac and pretended to be Esau. The trick worked and Jacob received
the blessing thashould have gone to Esau (G&f). When Esau found out what Jacob

did, he bore a grudge and determined to kill Jacob lstiac died.

Rebekah told Jacob to leave and go back to her home to her brother Laban. Isaac wanted
him to find a wife there (Ge28). As Jacob left he had a dream and God gave him the
same promises He had given to Abraham and Isaac. Jacob wouldlatetar¢his place

to seek the Lord.

Jacob came to LabanOs and fell in love with his daughter Rachel. Jacob agreed to work for
seven years, but Laban tricked Jacob into marry RachelOs older sister Leah. Jacob
continued to work for Laban so that he codkb have Rachel (G&9). Leah was the

first to have children, then God blessed Rachel to have sons. Altogether Jacobvhad twe
sons and one daughter (G&0). This is the foundation for the tribes of Israel.

God greatly blessed Jacob, and Laban wasdd, too. The time came, though, for Jacob
to leave, and after many years of working for Laban, he came baclPtorttised Land
One of the more significant events occurred when Jacob wrestled with a OmanO who
blessed him. The blessing was from God, latob®@ame was changed to Israel (Gen
32:2432).

Jacob feared meeting Esau again, but when they met Esau no longer wanted to kill him.
Jacob eventually settled in Shechem, in the heart of the land.



Jacob and His Sons
(Genesis 340

The focus nowshifts to Jacob and his sons. Almost immediately we are shown the sons
trying to take vengeance upon a man who took advantage of their sister, Dinah (34). In
the process, they were guilty of deceit and were charged, by Jacob, with bringing trouble
upon him

Jacob moved to Bethel, where God had previously appeared to him. He built an altar
there, and God reaffirmed that JacobOs name wolsihbmeaning OGod strivesO).

God further reaffirmed the promises made to Abraham. Interestingly, God told dacob t
be fruitful and multiply (sound familiar?), and that a nation, nations, and kings would
come from him. He would also be given the land, as promised to Abraham and Isaac. In
other words, the land, nation, and seed promise would continue through Isrd@sand
offspring.

Rachel, JacobOs favorite wife, had two sons. The first was Joseph, and the second
Benjamin. After she gave birth to Benjamin, she passed away. Yet because Joseph was the
oldest of JacobOs favorite, he would receive special treatment.

At this point, the text reminds us that even though Esau was not the one chosen to receive
the promises, he would still have many children (36). The significance of EsauOs
descendants is found in the fact that they would later have an impact on Israatias.a n

This nation that came from Esau become known as the Edomites, and their land
possession was situated south of Israel, just below the Dead Sea. The Edomites and
Israelites would become longstanding enemies of one another, thus fulfilling the
statemento Rebekah, that two nations were in her womb, and one \beustronger

than the other (Ge@5:23).

From Genesis 37, the main narrative focus is on Joseph, again JacobOs favorite of his
twelve sons. Joseph generally was a remarkable young manirenexarnple to all who
desire to live godly. He demonstrated great faithfulness to God in very difficult
circumstances, as the rest of Genesis showsQ(37

Because he was his fatherOs favorite, the brothers would do terrible things to Joseph. One
of thesigns of JacobOs love for Joseph was that he made him a special tunic to wear. This
tunic likely indicated that he was not expected to work out in the fields, and it

distinguished him well from the others. JacobOs love for Joseph over the other sons
creaed many problems (as such favoritism often does). His brothers Ohated him and
could not speak to him on friendly termsO (37:4).

To make matters worse, Joseph told his brothers of dreams he had, indicating that they
would bow down to him one day. Josepime out to the field to check on his brothers,

and they plotted to destroy him. At first, they wanted to kill him, but decided rather to
throw him in a pit. When some Ishmaelite traders came through, his brothers sold him to



them, and they took him down tegypt where he would become a servant. The brothers

took JosephOs coat, dipped it in blood, and gave it to Jacob so that he would think his son
was dead. This brought Jacob great grief. The rest of JosephOs life would be lived in Egypt,
but it would all ecome a part of GodOs greater plans.

One of the breaks in the story of Joseph is a narrative that focuses on Judah (38). The text
records the sin of Judah, showing his indiscretions. Why is this here? Likely because by
the end of the chapter, one of g@ns born to Judah was named Perez (38:29). Perez

would be the one through whom the seed promise would be fulfilled, aim lileas

lineage of Christ (Matt:3).

In spite of the difficulties faced, God was with Joseph, and everything he did prospered.
Joseph showed himself to be a man of great integrity. He rose to a high position in the
household of Potiphar, a captain in the Egyptian army. When he was thrown in jail under
false accusations of PotipharOs wife, he became a supervisor under thercHiéijai

time, the cupbearer and baker for the Pharaoh were thrown in jail, and Joseph was able to
interpret dreams that they had. Because of this, after a couple more years, he was given an
opportunity to interpret a dream for Pharaoh himself. In thisforetold of a famine that

would come. Pharaoh then put Joseph in charge of storing up enough food to take care of
the period of famine. JosephOs rise to power in Egypt set up the situation that would allow
GodOs plan to flourish.

The famine, which spad into Palestine, led to JosephOs brothers coming down to Egypt.
They did, in fact, bow down to Joseph. Yet Joseph had no desire to exact vengeance.
Rather, he treated them kindly Eventually, JosephOs family, including his father Jacob, all
moved downd Egypt where they would grow into a great nation of people over many
years. All of this was made possible because of Joseph and GodOs working through him.
Before Joseph died, he asked his family to bring his bones back to Palestine, where he
knew the promnses of God would be fulfilled.



Moses to the Law
(Exodus 124)

The sons of Israel were squarely under EgyptOs watchful eye, and they survived the
tragedy of the famine thanks to JosephOs wisdom. After Joseph, with his generation, died,
another Pharaohame to power who did not know Joseph. The sons of Israel were
multiplying, and this concerned Pharaoh, so he forced the Israelites into slavery. Yet the
more Pharaoh afflicted them, the more they multiplied and spread out. The IsraelitesO
lives were madeand and bitter, and Pharaoh even attempted to have all the male sons

put to death as they were born. Because of midwives who feared the Lord more than
Pharaoh, this plan failed.

Under these difficult circumstances, a boy was born to a Levite fathdroyide mother,

to save his life, put him in a basland set him on the Nile (H8l4.:23). The daughter of
Pharaoh shortly found him, while the boyOs sister looked on. The boy was named Moses,
and his sister offered to find a nurse for him. Consequentlye$®swn mother became

his nurse.

Moses became as a son to PharaohOs daughter. He learned from the Egyptians (Acts 7:21
22), but he also became aware of his Hebrew background. When Moses saw an Egyptian
beating a Hebrew, he killed the Egyptian. Latesgwetwo Hebrews fighting and he tried

to make peace. Their answer indicated to Moses that his killing of the Egyptian was

known, so he fled to Midian, where he would stay for several years, marry, and have
children.

While Moses was pasturing flocks, #mgel of the Lord appeared to him franburning

bush at Horeb (Exod). God revealed that Moses had been chosen to lead the children of
Israel out of Egypt. Moses was reluctant, but God showed Moses how He would be with
him, and even indicated that Mosbks@her, Aaron, would help him. Finally, Moses, with
Aaron, went back to Egypt. The Great Ol AMO was with them.

Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh to tell him to let GodOs people go. Pharaoh responded,
OWho is the Lord that | should obey His voice testeel go? | do not know the Lord,

and besides,will not let Israel goO (Ex&d2). Because Pharaoh had a hard heart, a series

of ten plagues were unleashed on Egypt to show GodOs power and superiority over the
false gods of the Egyptiafisxod12:12).

Pharaoh increased the labor of the Hebrews, but God reassured Moses that Israel would
be delivered Owith an outstretched armd with great judgmentsO (Ex@6). The

plagues began to wear on Pharaoh, and he would agree to let the people go if the plague
was removed. Then he would change his mind and make them stay after the plague was
gone.

Israel did not suffer as the Egyptians. In the death of the firstborn plague, God instituted
the feast of the Passover for them. They were to take blood and ptheiratoorposts



so that their houses would be passed over by death. Then they were to hurriedly eat,
prepared to leave the land. The last plague meant PharaohOs firstborn son died, so he
finally drove the people away.

They were led out to the Red seal e Egyptians pursued only to die. God separated

the waters for Israel, but closed them back in on the Egyptian army. Further, God
indicated His presence among them by going before them in a pillar of cloud by day, and
a pillar of fireby night (Exodl4-15).

From there, they traveled to the Sinai Peninsula, where they received the Law. God
continued His care for them, though they often complained. He gave them water and
manna from heaven during this time. GodOs mighty works were sufficient to show them,
and all generations since, how powerful God is, and how much He loves His people.

The covenant God made with His people was founded on this promise: ONow then, if you
will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession
amang all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdom of
priests and a holy nation.O The people responded by saying, OAIl thad theslspoken

we will doO (Exoti9:46). It was a good start. Sadly, the situation would quickly
deteriorate.

Israel stood at the foot of Mt. Sinai as it smoked and quaked violently. God answered with
thunder, and the people were frightened. Moses, also trembling, went up the mountain to
receive the commandments, and there stayed forty days. Téresgommandments

were engraved in stone, written by the finger of God. They served as the foundation for
the covenant that God had with Israel.

The Ten Commandments are elaborated upon through several chapters and books of
Scripture. They show the impontee of loving both God ¢4) and fellow human beings
(5-10). Jesus said the Law and the Prophets hang on the two greatest commands: love
God with all the heart, soul, strength, and miawlg love neighbor as self (Ma&:36

40). This was the Torah, ancetfiorah was their instruction for life.



The Tabernacle and Priesthood
(Exodus 2540; Leviticus80; Numbers3, %8)

Moses had gone up on Mt. Sinai for forty days and nights to meet with God. Here he
would receive the Law and the particulars of thertetmde. Many details are spelled out

about the tabernacle, priesthood, and the various laws that were integral to the covenant
with Israel. From this point, the covenant will be a driving force in the text as the people
learned what God meant when He ttheém, ONow then, if you will indeed obey My

voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples,
for all the earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdomiestg and a holy nationO
(Ex0d19:56).

The Tabernacle

As part of the covenant that God made with the children of Israel, God instructed Moses
to build a tabernacle. The tabernacle (“dwelling place”) was to be God’s “dwelling place”
among the people as theyndared in the wilderness (Exod 35-40). It was essentially a

portable “tent,” made out of materials gathered from the people.

The significance of the tabernacle was that it indicated God’s presence on earth among the
children of Israel. It was to be erected in the middle of the camp, so all the people could
see it. “Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the
tabernacleO (Exdd:34). When the cloud was taken up from over it, the people were to

pick up camp and move on. The cloud was seen during the day, and fire watsnsgien

The tabernacle was to be built according to an exact pattern that God had revealed. They
were not to deviate in any way, and God spelled it out in detail. OAccording to all that | am
going to show you, as the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furniture, just

s0 you shall construct itO (Ex@8:9). OSee that you make them after the pattern for them,
which was showto you on the mountainO (Ex@8t40). This is quoted in Hebrews, and

it shows the importance of doing God’s work in God’s way as He directs. It also serves as a
shadow, along with the priesthood, to the heavenly thingsaled in the New Testament
(Heb8:5.

Further, the tabernacle was built out of materials that the people willingly contributed.
OTake from among ya contribution to the Lord; whoever is of a willing heart, let him
bring it asthe LordOs contributionEO (Ex88:5). The workers who made it did so

because of their skill and understanding. OLet every skillful man among you come, and
make all thathe Lord has commandedEQO (Ex&%:10. This is a testimony to the kind of
work that can be accomplished when people work together, do it willingly, and do it to the
best of their abilities. Surely this is a lesson for us to learn.

The Priesthood

In establistng the Israelites as His people, God ordered that there be a priesthood
established from the house of Aaron. OMoses said to the congregation, OThis is the thing



which theLord has commanded to doOO &%) Though one must have been a Levite to
be a prist, not all Levites were priests. However, the Levites were given special duties
relating to the work of God, pacularly in the tabernacle (Nu®t510). “Thus you shall
separate the Levites from among the sons of Israel, andviteslshall be MineO (i

8:14.

The idea of the OpriesthoodO was that these special servants coulda@@rianwGua for

the people (Exod9:22; 30:20). They were to tend to the work of God, offer up sacrifices

for the sins of the people, and direct the people’s attention to the Law. The priesthood was
given by God to maintain a fellowship between the Holy God and the sinful nation. They
brought the gifts and sacrifices of the people to God, and they conveyed GodOs gifts and
blessings to the nation €k8-10).

Moses gives @ood overview of the idea of the priesthood in Numbers 16:5, when dealing
with the rebellion of Korah. First, they were chosen by God to be His servants. Second,
the primary qualification was that they were to be holy; and third, their essential function
was that they would draw near to God for the people. The High Priest was the
culminating point of the priesthood. Aaron was the first, and their requirements were
very stringent.

The significance of the priesthood today is that it foreshadowed Jesug@sathdigh
Priest, and all Christians as those who could drawtogaod through Jesus (Heb &1
10:19-22; 1 PeR:59).

Together, the tabernacle and the priesthood came to stand for the relationship that Israel
had with God. Through the tabernaclatér, the temple), God made His presence known,
and the through the priesthood, Israel was able to draw nearer to God.



Israel in the Wilderness
(Numbers)

God brought Israel out of Egyptian slavery to bless them as His own people. He spared
them duringthe plagues, then demonstrated His power by providing for and protecting
them. Sadly, they often complained about their conditaonsfailed to be thankful (Num
2-14). God was not pleased.

After receiving the Law, they journeyed to KadBsinea wherer@ man from each tribe
went up to spy out Canaan. The most notable of these were Caleb (from Judah) and
Joshua (from Ephraim). The land was beautiful, but the other ten men argued that they
were unable to go up against the strong people there. Calebsand diisagreed, arguing
that they could go up and take the land because God was fighting for them. The people
wouldnOt listen.

Because of their disbelief, they would have to wander in the wilderness for 40 years,
waiting for that first generation to di®f this generation (over 20 years old), only Joshua
and Caleb would go into tHeromised Land

Confirming the High Priest

Korah was a Levite who desired to be a priest. He thought that Moses and Aaron had
exalted themselves above everyone else, sthtezay] 250 leaders together against them.
Moses was distraught, telling Korah that God would show whom He had chosen. They
gathered with firepans for incense outside of the tabernacle, and the glory of the Lord
appeared. The ground opened up to swalloswébels, demonstrating that God had
chosen Aaron and hiamily for the priesthood (Nuri6).

As an added confirmation of Aaron, God had leaders of each triteetivgir names on a
stick (Num17). These were then put in the Tabernacle, andribeéhatsproutedwould
indicate whom God had chosen. AaronOs budded, showing God had chosen him.

Moses Sins

Though Moses was a man of faith, he was not flawless. This is seen in the fact that he
sinned himself. After the people complained again, Moses disoBGeykith striking a

rock for water and speaking in ayaat failed to honor God (Nur20). The

consequence of his actions was that he could not bring the children of Israel into the land.
Not even Moses could sin against God without repercussions.

The Bronze Serpent
The people once again began to complain about food and water, saying that they loathed

the Omiserable food.O In response, the Lord sent Ofiery serpents among the people and
they bit the people, so thatamy people of Israel diedO (N@f16).



The people confessed that they had sinned, and Moses was told to a set up a serpent on a
standard. Whoever was bitten could then look at it and live. Moses made one of bronze
and set it up so that the people who looked at it were spared. Jesus companedish

death on the cross (John 3:19). As the serpent was lifted up among the people to save
them, so Jesus was lifted up.

Balaam

Moab feared Israel. Balak, the king, tried to hire Balagmgphet, to curse Israel (Num

22). God told Balaam n&t go, but as Balaam insisted, God allowed it. The angel of the
Lord stood in BalaamOs path, rebuking him via his donkey. When BalaamOs eyes were
opened, he confessed his sin, and as the story unfolds, we find Balaam unable to place a
curse on Israel.

GodOs plans cannot be thwarted. No matter who it is, or how much one has, no one can
stand against God. As Balaam spoke in one of his oracles: OGod is not a man, that He
should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent; has He said, and will He ndddo it?
has He spoken, and will He not kesit good?0 (Nu@8:19)

Sadly, there were other ways to curse Israel. Israel began to Oplay thétianiet w
daughters of MoabO (Nuds-26) They offered sacrifices and bowed down to the gods of
Moab (Baal). Becae of this, God had the leaders who engaged in this slain out in the
open.

While the people wept over this, one of the Israelites brought a Midianite woman to his
brothers. Phinehas, a priest, saw this, took a spear, and pierced the man and woman
throughso that Othe plague on the sons of Israel was checked.O 24,000 died because of the
sins of the people.

Idolatry is the one problem that the children of Israel allowed to plague them through
their history. They did not completely drive out the idolatrpasple around them, and

so was a thorn in their side. The following generations would still Oplay the harlotO with
false gods.

The book of Numbers shows how the people journeyed through the wilderness to the
border of the Promised Land. God provided fogrm, protected them, and even judged
them in the process. The first generation out of Egypt would not enter, but their children
would. As the book closes, the people are poised go into the land and receive that
inheritance long before given to Abraham.



Holiness in Service
(Leviticus)

The giving of the Law began at Mt. Sinai when Moses/egttie Ten Commandments
(Exod 1920; Deuts). This was just the beginning. The specifics of GodOs requirements,
both for priests and all the people, were revealed ladviticus contains many of these
specifics regarding GodOs Law.

God had already made clear whom He had chosen to be His priests. From the Levites,
God chose the family of Aaron. Aaron would be the first High Priest, and his sons would

be the priestdMany of the regulations in Leviticus were directed to them. These

regulations also had much to do with the tabernacle and temple (the earthly sanctuary),
which was given as an indicator of GodOs presence among the people. Consequently, any
work associatedith this sanctuary was to demonstrate holiness.

The book begins by giving laws relative to offering up sacrifices. There were five different
sacrifices to be offered by the priests: 1) whole burnt offeriegsl{t.2) grain offerings

(Lev 2); 3) peaafferings (LeB); 4) sinofferings (Lew); and 5) guilt offerings (Le).

Together, these demonstrated praise and devotion on the one hand (burnt, grain, peace),
and forgiveness of sin and guilt on the other. These showed the cost of sin, but also serve
as types of the greatest sacrifice of all through Jesus Christ (the book of Hebrews discusses
this in more detail).

To offer these sacrifices, the priests (AaronOs family) had to especially prepare themselves,
indicating their own devotion and holinessadly, there were some priests, like Nadab

and Abihu, who did not honor God properly, so they daitthis with their lives (Lev

10). This served to reinforce the importance of dedicated holiness before God when

serving at His sanctuary.

Perhaps the wst significant passage of Leviticus is found in chapter 11, vetdBs 44

This passage captures the essence of GodOs purposes in giving the Law: OFor | am the
LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for | am holy. And you
shall not m&e yourselves unclean with any of the swarming things that swarm on the
earth. For | am the LORD who brought you up from the land of Egypt to be your God;
thus you shihbe holy, for | am holy.O

To be holy means that one is devoted to God and sepanatdd fpurposes and

glorifying Him. God set apart His nation, but also set apart the priests and Levites as
special servants. GodOs intent for the people was that they be a holy nation. To be what
God wanted, they had to keep the Law as He instructed H@mever, it was not just a

list of commandments God wanted them to keep. He wanted their hearts. He wanted
them to loveHim as He loved them (see Dé&u6).

There were also seven feasts or festivals that were given by God éapllkeecplebrate
evey year (Le3). These included: 1) the Passover, 2) the Feast of Unleavened Bread
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(associated with Passover, celebrating freedom from slavery and a new life out of Egypt),

3) the Feast of Firstfruits (celebrating the initial harvest), 4) the Feast of Week

(Pentecost, a celebration of the harvest, Acts 2), 5) the Feast of Trumpets (the civil new
year, thanksgiving), 6) the Day of Atonement (removal of sin), and 7) the Feast of
Tabernacles (or booths, celebrating GodOs protection and care in the wild€hmee)f

these feasts later required pilgrimages to Jerusalem (Deut. 16:16: Unleavened Bread, Feast
of Weeks, Feast of Tabernacles).

Only once a year, on the Day of Atonement, could the High Priest enter the Mpst Ho
Place of the sanctuary (L&§). He would offer a sacrifice for himself first, then for the
people. He would take the blood of the offering into the Most Holy Place and sprinkle the
blood on the mercy seat of the Ark of the Covenant. The sacrifice would atone for the sins
of the people thahey may continue in fellowship with God.

As the sacrifices foreshadowed the Messiah (Jesus Christ), so the feasts also foreshadow
Him. For example, Paul says that OChrist our RPasbas been sacrificedO (1 &a).

Jesus Christ fulfilled the purpesf the sacrifices as well as the feasts. OFor the Law, since
it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can
never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, niegetipese

who draw nearGHeb10:1). The sacrifice of Jesus perfectly fulfilled GodOs plans in
bringing about forgiveness.

Leviticus gives many rules by which the people were to live, but the purpose remained
that through these they could remain holy and bring glory to God. @ed@ls today

are, likewise, to maintain holiness (1 Pet.-1:883 Christians are Oa chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for GodOs own possessionO purpusiairio s
excellencies (1 P219). Christians fulfill the role of priess with Christ as the High Priest,
serving God through the new and better covenant broughiiteby the blood of Jesus
(Heb8).
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Deuteronomy |

(NOTE: in the daily readings, there is a good bit of moving from one text and book to
another, so instead dfrigtly following the readings, we will provide a broader overview
of Deuteronomy in two parts).

ODeuteronomyO (Osecond LawO) comes from the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the
Hebrew Scriptures. Though it is a OrestatementO of the Law of Mosés rtuge

involved. The book picks up from Numbers, provides an overview of the journeys of the
children of Israel, then records a series of speeches delivered by Moses in Moab shortly
before his death. Recall that Moses could not enter the Land.

Deutelonomy serves as a covenant renewal for the new generation of Israelites who

would enter the Land. The generation that came out of Egypt has died in the wilderness,
and this new generation is ready to accept the responsibilities of being in GodOs covenant.
To that end, they needed to be prepared for several matters that they had not previously
had to grapple with:

First, they needed to get ready to deal with losing Moses. This generation had never
known another leader. Moses had been with them from theieeyears. Now they

would, for the first time, be without him. This means that they needed to be heavily
embedded in the Law so that their faith would not be shaken. With their faith in God and
His Law, they could continue in GodOs will and know thatv@s still with them even

when Moses was gone.

Secondly, they needed to get ready for entering the Land, which would mean levels of
fighting and warfare they had not yet known. They would be entering a land that was
filled with pagans and enemies. Gottitthem how He would dispossess these peoples
from the Land, and warned them that they needed to stay faithful to the covenant if they
wished to be blessed in the Land and remain long in it. Concerning the people in the
Land, they were told, OYou shall diead them, for the Lord your God is in your midst,
great and awesome GodO (D&@tl). God would fight for them.

The Law demonstrated that the reception of the Land was received because of GodOs
Promise to Abraham. However, staying in the Land wadittoned on their faithfulness

to God. The danger they faced was not just from the enemies within, but their own sense
of apathy and seleliance that would later settle in. They were warned:

OWhen you have eaten and are satisfied, you shall blessttlyeur God for the good

land which He has given you. Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God by not
keeping His commandments and His ordinances and His statutes which | am
commanding you today; otherwise, when you have eaten and are saisfibdye built
good houses and lived in them, and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your
silver and gold multiply, and all that you have multiplies, then your heart will become
proud and you will forget the Lord your God who brought you outftbe land of
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Egypt, oubf the house of slavery.O (Deut 840

Deuteronomy contains speeches of Moses that focus on GodOs great faithfulness to Israel
as He led them through the wilderness (chaptety What is means to live in covenant

with God (526), and various sanctions that would be imposed if they didnOt ultimately
listen (2731). Many have recognized that there are similarities between Deuteronomy

and other Ancient Near Eastern vassal treaties made between kings and subjects. The
point is thatDeuteronomy would be seen as the official document that ratified the formal
covenant between God and His people. This was serious, and they needed to be
impressed by the gravity of the Law.

As a charter document of the covenant, their way of life wmilcbmpletely based on it.
This informed them of their religious, political, and civil responsibilities; they knew no
Oseparation of the church and state.O Most of the emphasis is on their dwelling in the
Land and what that meant. It also served as aom@abn on the Ten Commandments.
Deuteronomy restated the Ten Commandments (ch. 5), but then began to show how
these would be practically lived out. Among the instructions we find what Jesus would
later call the greatest commandment along with their neeliligently instruct their
children for generations to come:

OHear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. These words, which |

am commanding qu today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to

your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the
way and when you lie down and when you rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your
hand and they sl be as frontals on your forehead. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and gaur gates.O (Deut e



Deuteronomy Il

As previously noted, Deuteronomy served as the charter document for IsraelOs covenant
relationship with God. Sinceeloriginal generation that came out of Egypt died in the
wilderness, Moses formalized the covenant with the younger generation that would now
be entering the Promised Land.

The book, in many ways, serves as the OhingeO book of the Old Testamer {fikbe\ct
New Testament). Genesis through Numbers finds a culmination of thought and
expression in Deuteronomy. It also serves as a foundation to the rest of the books in the
Old Testament, especially the books that immediately follow. Joshua, Je@&sUel

and 12 Kings show very strong connections to Deuteronomy as it sets a stage for the
unfolding history of Israel in the Land.

There are multiple themes that have been recognized as interwoven throughout.* Here we
wish to overview a few of these.

1. Israel is YahwehOs covenant peoBled is their God; they are His people, and they
are defined by this covenant relationship (chaptes}. This is GodOs chosen nation, and
He is their King. They existed because of GodOs grace, and their only leesspatse
was to lovingly obey Him.

OFor you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be
a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earthO
(7:6).

2. History as GodOs Historyhis was not just a series of events written down for its own
sake. This was Yahweh in action. This was the outworking of GodOs presence with His
people, protecting them, and bringing them into the Land to fulfill His promises. The
repetition of their histoy was significant for their knowing who they were, but even more
for knowing God and His mighty power. The first few chaptelngarseaot just what the
people did and where they went, but emphasizes more what God did with and through
them.

3. The Impottance of YahwehOs nanYahweh,0 GodOs personal name, is used multiple
times and emphasizes His authority, power, presence, and lordship of His people. At the
beginning, we read, OMoses spoke to the children of Israel, according to all that the LORD
(Yahweh) had commanded himO (1:3). This helps set the tone in recognition of GodOs
authority. He was in charge. The people belonged to Him. The Land was His. They
needed a deep sense of honor and reverence for Yahweh.

4. The Importance of LawThe Law is autbritative because it is YahwehOs Law,

YahwehOs Word. Because of this, the people needed to learn how to listen and obey. They
also needed to be able to distinguish between true prophets and false prophets (chapters
13 and 18). GodOs Word in the mouth oféoand His prophets would never fail.
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Having it written down was important for preserving GodOs Law for future generations.
By GodOs grace, He told them exactly what they needed to do to please Him and how to
avoid disaster. Sadly, Moses knew they wauildigtening:

OFor | know that after my death you will act corruptly and turn from the way which |

have commanded you; and evil will befall you in the latter days, for you will do that which
is evil in the sight of the Lord, provoking Him to anger itk work of your hands.O

(31:29)

Because of this, they would lose the land and be driven into captivity, just as chapters 28
29 show.

5. GodOs Sanctua®But you shall seek the Lord at the place which the Lord your God
will choose from all your tribe& establish His name there for His dwelling, and there

you shall come E then it shall come about that the place in which the Lord your God will
choose for His name to dwell, there you shall bring all that | command youO (12:5, 11).
They had the tabernaxin the wilderness, but there would come a time, once established
in the Land, that God would choose the place where a permanent sanctuary could be
built. That place would be Jerusalem. It would be a centralized place where GodOs name
was established atide people could gather. His presence would continue among them
once in the Land.

Think, though, of how egregious a sin it was when Jeroboam the king later put golden
calves at Dan and Bethel, then changed the nature of their worship and pdegdttxge
12:2533).

6. Blessings and Curseghe basic point is that conforming to GodOs covenant would
result in great blessings, while ignoring or forgetting the covenant would bring great
curses. This was GodOs Land, and He had every right to tell Hisitschopato live in

it. If they didnOt, they would lose it (chapter@8)7 With this, the people are called upon
to choose life over death and receive GodOs blessings (ch. 30).

In the New Testament, Deuteronomy is one of the most cited books. It ptoniedus,
who wouldbe the Prophet like Moses (Del). We, still, are to learn to love God with all
our hearts.

*Andrew E. Hill and John H. Waltoi Survey of the Old Testameatand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 2000. (See pp. 1412).



Joshua and Congest

Moses would not enter the Promised Ldmetause of sin (Nu0). Yet before he died,
he delivered the speeches in Deuteronomy, and heéhsdand from Mount Nebo (Deut
34). His chosen successor was Joshua, who was Ofilled with the spirit of \aisdidine,O
Israelites Olistened to him and did as the LORD had commanded MosesO (34:9).

Moses died. Now it was time for the Israelites to cross the Jordan, and God told Joshua to
encourage the people not to be afraid, for He would be with them azddiey kept His
covenant (Josh-2). Joshua commanded the people to prepare, and they promised again
that they would obey.

Joshua sent two men into Jericho, where a woman named Rahab helped them. Though
she was of questionable character, she knew God hadgjiael the land. The people of

Jericho feared because they heard about the mighty acts of God. The men escaped back to
their own camp, and Joshua was convinced that God had indeed given them the land.

Though Rahab did not know much about Yahweh, siheodstrated faith in His power.

She and her family were spared when the Israelites marched around the city and the walls
fell. She would even be later foundtie genealogy of Christ (Mdtt5). GodOs power and
protection is seen through the account.

Asthe people prepared to cross the Jordan, they were told to follow the Ark of the
Covenant. When the priests carrying the Ark stepped into the water, the river would be
cut off and the people would be able to cross on dry ground.

Joshua selected twelvermene from each tribe, to pick up twelve stones from the middle

of the Jordan. These stones were set up as a memorial to this occasion, Oso that when your
children ask later, saying, OWhat do these stones mean to you?0 then you shall say to them,
OBecausiee waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD;
when it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off.O So these stones shall
become a memorial to tts®ns of Israel forever.O (J4sh

After crossing, theeople set up camp at Gilgal, east of Jericho, and the stones were set up
there (another group of stones was set up in the Jordan where the priests had stood).
GodOs power would be remembered through these memorials.

Upon hearing that Israel crossed tledan, the people of the land were disheartened
because knew they couldnOt stand up to Yahweh. Soon the city of Jericho would fall to the
Israelites.

Before taking Jericho, Joshua was confronted by a OmanO standing with a drawn sword.
Joshua asked, OAmau for us or for our adversaries?O This was the Ocommander of the
army of the LORD,O and he told Joshua to remove his sandals. Then God told Joshua that
He had given Jericho into their hands on the condition that they march around the city



once a day fasix days, while seven priests carried trumpets of ramsO horns before the
Ark. On the seventh day the people were to march around the city seven times. Then the
priests would blow the trumpets, and the people would shout. When they did this, the
walls of tte city would fall, and GodOs people could take it.

Israel followed GodOs instructions. The walls fell flat Oso that the people went up into the
city, every man straight ahead, and they took the cityO (6:20). This took faith. One can
only imagine what thpeople of Jericho were thinking, but GodOs way worked as He
planned. These are great lessons for those trying to please God.

The Israelites had been warned to take nothing from Jericho for personal gain. The city
was under a Oban,O and all was devotieel kord. If one violated this, he would be
Oaccursed and bring troubleO on the nation.

Achan thought ke could get away with it (Jo#8). He took some spoil, and Otherefore

the anger of the LORD burned against the sons of IsraelO (7:1). About thse@tho

men went to the city of Ai to attack it, but were defeated. Israelites were being killed, and
Othe hearts of the people melted and became as waterO (7:5). God was not fighting for
them now. Why? ThatOs what Joshua wondered.

God told Joshua that Isshhad sinned. In order to find the guilty person, they would
have to go through a process specified by God (lots). They eventually found that it was
Achan, so he confessed that he had sinned, whereupon he and his family were put to
death.

Sin is serioubusiness. We cannot disregard what God teaches and expect to go
unpunished. Sin is an attack on the character of God Himself, and we must not take that

lightly.

With the sin out of the camp, Israel could go back into battle with God on their side.

After defeating Ai, Joshua built an altar. The people stood, half in front of Mt. Gerizim,

the other half in front of Mt. Ebal, and the blessings and curses of the Law were read. The
entire assembly once again heard the Law.



Dividing the Land
(Joshua)

The peote of Canaan knew what Israel had done to Jericho anthAiGibeonites,

instead of fighting, decided to try to trick the Israelites into making a covenant. The
Gibeonites dressed up and acted like envoys from a far country. They found Joshua at the
campin Gilgal and said, OWe have come from a far country; now theraéike a

covenant with usO (Jo8H.0).

The Israelites were not free to make a covenant with people in the land, and they were a
bit skeptical. Yet the Gibeonites insisted, OWe are gouamgs.O Their plan worked. The
mistake that Israel made at this point was that they Odid not ask for the counsel of the
LordO (9:14). Joshua made a covenant with them, and the Gibeonites then returned to
their city.

A few days later, Israel came up agaihe city and found that the Gibeonites were
indeed in the land. Because of their oath, they did not destroy Gibeon, but made them
servants instead. Joshua was aagouttheir deception.

When other kings in the land heard of this, they tried to fagjatinst Gibeon. Israel came

to their aid and defeated the other armies. While the armies fled, Joshua asked God that
the sun would Ostand stillO to give them time to pursue the enemies. God granted this,
and Israel destroyed their enemies. The reasonsvagl was so effective is stated several
times: God fought for Israel. The pattern was consistent throughout. When God fought
for His people, they would win. As long as they trusted Him, they would be able to dwell
in the land without fear of their enersie

The taking and dividing of the land was a slow process, not an overnight matter. The

book of Joshua describes how this happened. After Joshua defeated the five kings, they
continued to overtake southern Palestine, where the tribe of Judah wouldilyriales

up residence. Then they started working on the northern territories. When the enemies
would come against them, OThe LORD delivered them into the hand of Israel, so that they
defeated themEO (11:8). Joshua was intent on doing exactly as Godih@dssi as the

Lord had commanded Moses his servant, so Moses commanded Joshua, and so Joshua
did; he left nothing undone of all that the Lord had commanded MosesO (11:15). What a
great example!

As they were now taking command of the land, Joshua la®gdmg the land up

according to the tribes. Much of the book of Joshua describes how the land was divided
up and where each tribe would live. Recall, though, that Levi would not get territory, but
rather certain cities. There were fedight cities give to the Levites in all, including six
cities of refuge (chs. 2Z1). Also recall that Joseph, through Ephraim and Manasseh,
would receive a double portion. The summary statement given in-2%:43nstructive:

OSo the Lord gave Israel all the lanathvhie had sworn to give to their fathers, and they
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possessed it and lived in it. And the Lord gave them rest on every side, according to all
that He had sworn to their fathers, and no one of all their enemies stood before them; the
Lord gave all their enaps into their hand. Not one of the good promises which the Lord
had made to the house of Israel failed; all came to pass.O

LetOs refresh ourselves: God promised Abraham that his descendants would become a
great nation, that they would possess the laod &ad shown him, and that through his

seed (Jesus) all the familedsarth would be blessed (GE2i17). While in Egypt,

AbrahamOs descendants grew into a great nation. Their defining moment came when they
departed from Egypt and received the LesmfGod through Moses (cf. Exd®-20).

However, before they would receive the land promise, they would spend 40 years in the
wilderness.

Finally, under JoshuaOs leadership, they conquered the land of Canaan and divided it up
according to their tribes as Gbdd commanded. Before Moses died, he told the people
that if they remained faithful to God, He would bless them Qin the land whicbrthe

your God gives youO (D&8:8). Their blessings would be great. The warning was also
given that if they did not caimue to obey God, then they would lose the blessings God
was offering, including the land. They simply needed to listen to God.

As long as Joshua was alive, the people stayed faithful. Joshua spoke to the people,
reminding them that God had kept His waadd that no promise had failed (23:14). Yet

there was concern that when Joshua was gone, the people would transgress the covenant
(23:1516). Thus Joshua reminded them of their history, what God had done, and warned
of turning away. He told them, Ofeae ttord and serve Him in sincerity and truth,O and

to put away false gods (24:14). They were always to choose the Lord, just as JoshuaOs
choice was clear: Obut as for me and my house, we will serve the LordO (24:15).

May we so choose the Lord today!



Judges and Ruth

When we think of a judge, we usually think of someone sitting at a bench and overseeing
a court case. ThatOs not what we are looking at in the biblical book, however. Instead, we
are reading about Odeliverers,O those who were given sweadime to defeat

particular enemies. The period of the judges begins with the death of Joshua and lasts a
little over 300 years, ending with the beginning of SaulOs reign in ca. 1050 B.C. Since the
judges worked more locally instead of nationally, likedy that some of them overlapped

each other in time. Bear in mind that at this time in IsraelOs history, there was still no
centralized government, no capital, and no physical king.

While JoshuaOs conquests gave the Israelites the land initipitgctss of weeding out

the nations would take time. This should have been happening in the days of the judges,
but sadly it did not. The period of the judges would be a picture of a people who lost their
way. It became dismal and dark for the nation. Whed supposed to a theocracy with
Yahweh as their king became rather more like anarchy, with no real leadership and little
concern for righteousness. This is summed up both Judges 17:6 and 21:25.

Oln those days there was no king in Israel; every mahdidvas right in his own eyes.O

With no standard, no real purpose, and no sense of GodOs covenant, the people strayed
horribly. They gave themselves over to idolatry and relativism, politically, religiously, and
morally. There was confusion, apostasyl aspiritual wasteland that came from it all.

To get the sense of this, consider Judgesl®1which describes the situation and the
general cycle of the judges period.

First, the sons of Israel did evil and went after false gods (Baals). In dejrilgeyni
forsook the Lord and provoked Him to anger, which is exactly what He had warned them
about. Idolatry became one of their worst problems.

Second, because they provoked God, He game them over into the hands of plunderers
and enemies. GodOs hand agasnst them for their sins, Oas the Lord had sworn to them,
so that tkey were severely distressedQ%y.

Third, after a time, God would raise up judges, Owho delivered them from the hands of
those who plundered them.O Typically, after being sedstlyssed for a time, they

would cry out to God for deliverance. He would listen and send them relief through a
deliverer.

Fourth, they would refuse to listen and learn, and so after the judge was gone they would
revert back into sin: Othey would tloack and act more corrugtthan their fathersO.(v

19). As time progressed, the sins of the people were becoming worse. Each generation
carried sin even further. Sadly, that is typically the way sin operates. However far one
generation goes, the next wike it further.



Because of the sins of the people, what Joshua had begun in conquering the land was
hindered. The nations were not, then, completely driven out, and they would become
thorns in the side of Israel.

There are several deliverers mentaimeJudges, and a few that stand out. Sadly, even
among the standouts, there are few that would be considered righteous overall. While

God gave His Spirit to strengthen them to defeat the enemies, they didnOt always exhibit
great personal character. Thiokmen like Jepthah and Samson. They showed elements

of faith, to be sure, but also greatly struggled with carnal attitudes. The only woman to be
a deliverer was Deborah, a prophetess, and her contrast with Barak seems to demonstrate
that Israel was laakg in serious male leadership at the time (eb).45ideon, though

scared at first, showed great promise and did some good, but then his wicked son tried to
make himself king, which didnOt end well.

One striking issue in Judges is the lack of worshijgdbweh, and precious little

mention of the tabernacle. This silence highlights the depth of IsraelOs movement away
from God at this time in their history. One might wonder how Israel could survive at all.
The answer still lies with God, who, throughadilthis unfaithfulness, would still keep His
promises to Abraham alive.

This is where the story of Ruth comes in. The amazing facet to this story is how God
takeOs a Moabite woman and accomplishes His purposes of redemption through her. The
Moabites hadeen forbidden from being in the assembly of Israel. Yet the evil in Israel at
this time contrasts with GodOs will, and He uses a gentile woman to keep His plans alive.

While the story of Ruth is itself fascinating, showing the concept of the kinsmen

redeemer, the final purpose of the book is found in the genealogy. The last word in the
book is ODavid.O This period was a time in which they recognized no king, doing what
they wanted, and ODavidO contrasts with this as the man who would become the standard
of the kings and type of the Messiah. In such a dismal period, God kept alive that great
promise made to Abraham that through His seed all nations would be blessed.



Samuel and Saul
(1 Samuel)

Toward the end of thera of thgudges, Hannah, the wife Bfkanah, was unable to have
children. She was distressed over this, so she prayed to God and promised that if God
gave her a son, she would give him back to the Lord. Eli, the priest, thought she was
drunk, but she told him that she had poured out her betdre God.

God listened to Hannah and gave her a son named Samuel. She kept her vow and gave
him back to the Lord, bringing him to Eli and praising God for what He had done for her.

As a boy, Samuel ministered before the Lord. He would wear a lined gy his

mother made for him every year. During these days, visions were infrequent, but one

night, God called Samuel. Samuel thought it was Eli calling, so he ran to see what Eli
wanted. After three times, Eli figured out that it was God, so he tidebaow to

answer. When God called again, Samuel responded, OSpeak, for your servant is listeningO
(3:10).

God told Samuel what was going to happen to Eli and his house because of EliOs wicked
sons. Samuel did not want to tell all of this to Eli, bunBisted that Samuel not hide
anything from him. Samuel told Eli what God said, to which Eli responded, Olt is the
LORD; let Him do what seems good to Him.O Thus did Samuel grow up serving the Lord,
and everyone in Israel came to know that Samuel waphgi of God. They knew that
Samuel spoke the word of God to them, and he would become the last judge of Israel.

Samuel and Saul: 1 Samuell2

As Samuel aged, the people became concerned about a future leader. They did not trust
SamuelOs sons, so teyanded that a king, like the nations around them had, be
appointed. Samuel was displeased about this, and he prayed to God. The Lord told
Samuel to listen to the people, for it was not Samuel that they had rejected, but God
Himself as their King. God wad grant them a king, but Samuel was to warn the people

of the problems that would come as a result.

The first king to be chosen was Saul, from the tribe of Benjamin. He was a Ochoice and
handsome man,0 and he was Otaller than any of the peopler@edéasbe the perfect
choice for a king. At first, Saul appeared to be a humble man, intent on doing what was
right. This was going to change quickly, however. Because of the sins that Saul
subsequently committed, his dynasty was not going to be estdblishe

Israel was thrilled to have a king. On the day they made Saul king, they offered up
sacrifices of peace offerings to God and they all Orejoiced greatly.O To the children of
Israel, it seemed like a great day. Samuel addressed the people againt slae&mitpat

he had walked uprightly with God and before the people. He then reminded them of their
past, how God had brought them out of Egypt and settled them in the land. Yet they had
forgotten God, so He allowed them to be punished. Samuel remindedfbaethey
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needed to be faithful to God if they will continue to prosper, especially now that they had
a king. If they did not abandon God any more from that point, God would not abandon
them. OBut if you still do wickedly, both you and your king walispt away,O he

warned.

King Saul: 1 Samuel 135

King Saul began his reign with the support of the people, but he soon departed from the
ways of God. He was a great warrior, but his presumptions about serving God caused him
much trouble. The Philistireewere pressing on Israel, and the people were starting to
scatter. Saul was waiting in Gilgal for Samuel to come and offer sacrifice. Since Samuel
didnOt come right away, Saul decided to offer the sacrifice himself. Samuel told Saul that
this was foolishagainst the commands of God. As a result, his kingdom would not

endure; his dynasty would end with his death.

As a warrior, Saul was successful. He fought his enemies with courage. OHe acted
valiantly,O and delivered Israel from those who would pluhéer.tlt was his

disobedience to God that would be his downfall. This disobedience is again exemplified in

1 Samuel 15 when God told Saul to strike the wicked Amalekites. Saul did defeat the
Amalekites, but he did not fully obey God. He captured the king ahd spared the best

of the animals, destroying only that which was Odespised and worthless.O God told Samuel
how Saul had turned from following His commands. When Samuel confronted Saul, Saul
made an excuse for his disobedience: they were kept alsexvize to God. SamuelOs
response, Oto obey is better than sacrifice,O shows that God wants obedience first. Sacrifice
is nothing if itOs not according to His will. Because of SaulOs disobedience, he would be
rejected from being king. He began as @itikehis own eyes. He ended as one who did

evil in the sight of God.



David
(1-2 Samuel)

David and Saul: 1 Samuel 16

God rejected Saul and chose to replace him with David, a man after GodOs own heart.
David was not chosen because of his stature or lbokbecause of his heart. Even
before David officially became king, Samuel anointed him as the next king over Israel.

SaulOs troubles kept increasing. The Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an Oevil
spiritO was terrorizing him. SaulOs servaggested that he seek someone who could

help calm him with music. Saul agreed, and they brought David to him. David was a
shepherd, described by SaulOs servants as Oa skillful musician, a mighty man of valor, a
warrior, one prudent in speech, and a handsamae; and the LORD is with hinf®Sam
16:18).

Saul initially grew to love David. When he became depressed, David would play for him
and the evil spirit would depart. Unfortunately, Saul would eventually turn against David
in fits of rage, attempting talkhim. However, David would ultimately prevail and

become the next king over Israel.

David and Goliath: 1 Samuel 17

The Philistines continually challenged the children of Israel. Both armies were camped on
opposite sides of the valley of Elah. Theifimes sent their champion, Goliath, to taunt

the Israelites, and they were fearful of him. GoliathOs challenge was that the Israelites
should send one of their men out to fight against him. Whoever would win, the other
people would become servants.

Meanwhile, David was sent by his father to bring some supplies to his brothers, who were
camped with Israel. When he arrived, he saw what Goliath was doing. He was dismayed
by IsraelOs response, and he determined that he would go out and face Goliatte. OFor wh
is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should taunt the armies of the living God?0 He
knew this was GodOs battle.

The men of Israel did not think David could fight Goliath, but David convinced them and
Saul finally conceded. David went to the brodiere he picked out five smooth stones

for his sling. Goliath was insulted that they sent David out, but DavidOs confidence in God
was unshaken: OThis day the LORD will deliver you up into my hands, and | will strike
you down and remove your head from yauhat all the earth may know that there is a

God in Israel.O

David took a stone, slung it, and struck Goliath in the forehead. Goliath fell to the

ground, and David took GoliathOs own sword and removed his head with it. The
Philistines fled, and David@®putation began to grow.
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David and Jonathan: 1 Samuel 48

Jonathan, SaulOs, became a close friend to David. Though Saul liked David at first, he
became jealous and suspicious of David, even trying to kill him. Through all of this,
Jonathan and Davitemained very close. Jonathan helped David escape from Saul, and
spoke highly of David in SaulOs presence. Even so, Saul was determined to kill David.
David had married Michal, SaulOs daughter, and she also helped David. Jonathan came to
DavidOs side, ving to do anything that David asked. They worked out a plan to

determine SaulOs intentions, but it was clear that Saul wouldnOt stop.

The friendship that existed between David and Jonathan is expressed again in 1 Samuel
20:17. OJonathan made David voairalgecause of his love for him, because he loved him
as he loved his own life.O It was this brotherly love that they had for one another that
caused Jonathan to defend David against Saul. Jonathan later died in battle with his
father.

King David: 2 Samel 1-12

After SaulOs death, David returned to Judah and was established as king. At first, his
capital was in the city of Hebron, but later moved to Jerusalem. DavidOs reign became the
standard for future kings of Israel. God was with him, and establghéarone over the

people (ZSam7:9). While David reigned, the borders of Israel grew and the nation was
blessed.

David was not without his problems. Though he was a man after GodOs heart, he still
sinned in some terrible ways. For instance, he agmnsible for the debacle of trying to
move the ark on a new cart (2 Sam. 6). Yet the most notable sin of David was his adultery
with Bathsheba, then trying to cover it by having her husband, Uriah, killed in battle.
Because of his sins, David was seyeebluked and suffered serious consequences the

rest of his life.

The defining characteristic of David was that he always returned to God. He did not let
his pride ruin him forever. He repented of his sins and still was a great king. Before the
end of hs life, he arranged for a temple to be built, paving the way for Solomon to
complete it. Ultimately, DavidOs legacy would be complete in Jesus Christ, as God
promised:

OWhen your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, | will raise up your
descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and | will establish his kingdom. He
shall build a house for My name, and | will establish the thobhés kingdom forever®

(2 San7:1213).



Temple Preparations

David had wanted to build a temple foe Lord. However, because of DavidOs situation
and the fact that he was involved in so much war, God told him that his son would build
it instead. When the time came, David told Solomon:

OMy son, | had intended to build a house to the name of therlyo@bd. But the word

of the Lord came to me, saying, OYou have shed much blood and have waged great wars;
you shall not build a house to My name, because you have shed so much blood on the
earth before Me. Behold, a son will be born to you, who shathbe af rest; and | will

give him rest from all his enemies on every side; for his name shall be Solomon, and | will
give peace and quiet to Israel in his days. He shall build a house for My name, and he shall
be My son and | will be his father; and | wdtablish the throne of his kingdom over

Israel forever.O Now, my son, the Lord be with you that you may be successful, and build
the house of the Lord your God just as He has spoken concerning you. Only the Lord give
you discretion and understanding, agide you charge over Israel, so that you may keep

the law of the Lord your God. Then you will prosper, if you are careful to observe the
statutes and the ordinances which the Lord commanded Moses concerning Israel. Be
strong and courageous, do riear norbe dismayed.O (1 C22:713).

David then told Solomon that Owith great painsO he had made preparations for the temple
to be built. There is much in these verses that remind us of GodOs promises, DavidOs
commitment, and the importance of following Goulis

As part of the preparations made for the temple, David gathered materials, but he also set
in order the work of the priests, established their respective responsibilities, and
appointed singers and musicians. This would become the pattern faelstiarations of

the temple. He also told the leaders, Ols not the Lord your God with you? And has He not
given you rest on every side? For He has given the inhabitants of the land into my hand,
and the land is subdued before the Lord and before Hisgedpiv set your heart and

your soul to seek the Lord your God; arise, therefore, and build the sanctuary of the Lord
God, so that you may bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord and the holy vessels of
God into the house that is to be budt the namef the LordO (1 CI#2:1819).

David further addressed the people by calling on them to serve God faithfully. They were
to support the great work of the temple, Ofor the temple is not forbmiaioy the Lord

GodO (1 Chz9:1). David had provided forithwith all his ability, and he asked for the

people to consecrate themselves willingly in order to provide for and work on the temple.
The people responded and Ooffered willinglyO to the work. This, in turn, had a great effect
on their own attitudes: OTim¢he people rejoiced because they had offered so willingly,

for they made their offering to the Lord with a whole heart, and King Résadrejoiced
greatlyO (1 CH29:9).

David also responded by praising God in front of the entire assembly of fieeple,
praying for the people and the work of the temple. They recognized that what they had
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given for the temple was GodOs all along: OBut who am | and who are my people that we
should be able to offer as generously as this? For all things come fromdvioaman
Your hand we have given YouO (1 28rl4).

When David was finished, he told the assembly, OONow bless the Lord your God.O And all
the assembly blessed the Lord, the God of their fathers, and bowed low and did homage

to the Lord and to the king@ @0). They offered up appropriate sacrifices, then once

again recognized that Solomon would be the king in the place of David. OThe Lord highly
exalted Solomon in the sight of all Israel, and bestowed on him royal majesty which had
not been on any kingdfore him in IsraelO (v. 25). When David died, he was Ofull of days,
riches and honor; and his Solomon reigned in his placeO (v. 28).

At this point in their history, Israel was poised to truly be a great nation. Solomon would
begin well, seeking the Loathd doing what is right. If he and the nation had stayed on

that path, they could have been blessed beyond measure. All was in place. The temple
would soon be built, and the nation would know the fulfillment of GodOs promises. Justice
could have rolled ©dn like watersO and righteousness Olike affl@ewerg streamO
throughout the land (cf. Amos 5:24). What began so well, however, would soon take some
terrible turns.



Biblical Poetry
Parallelism

Biblical poetry is important for many reasons. The flaat so much of Scripture is
comprised of poetry shows that God places great value on its form and purpose. Biblical
poetry, however, is not exactly like modern English poetry with all of its typical rhymes
and meters. Hebrew poetry is often charactdrtaewhat has been termed Oparallelism,0
which is the idea that thoughts from one phrase correspond to thoughts in a subsequent
phrase in important ways (some have called this OthobgimesO). Parallelism is seen in
differing senses, as well. For exampiere is what is often termed Osynonymous
parallelism,O which can be seen in passages like Psalm 6:1:

O Lord, do not rebuke me in Your anger,
Nor chasten me in Your wrath.

We can see the synonymous nature of these phrases, where OrebukeO cotresponds t
Ochasten,0 and OangerO corresponds to Owrath.O Yet, this is more than a synonymous idea.
The second phrase takes the idea of the first phrase further to strengthen and intensify the
thought. This is a common feature of the Psalms.

Another type of par&lism is often termed Oantithetical,O where the second phrase
strengthens the thought of the first phrase by making a sharp contrast (usually seen with
the contrasting term, ObutO). For example, notice the way Psalm 20:8 uses this:

They have bowed dovand fallen,
But we have risen and stood upright.

The contrast strengthens the overall point being made. 1tOs not just that enemies have
bowed down and fallen, itOs that this happened in contrast to the victors rising and
standing. The Psalms contain masfythese, but these contrasts are also very noticeable
in the book of Proverbs, where wisdom is continually contrasted with folly.

Of course, not all lines of poetry have such-wdelhtified parallels. Sometimes the

thought of the second phrase simpdyrees forward and finishes what the first phrase
began. For example, we might see a cause and effect relationship between the phrases.
Psalm 119:11 says,

Your word | have treasured in my heart,
That | may not sin against You.

Here, by storing up the wa in the heart (cause), sin becomes minimized (effect).

Within this feature of parallelism we will find many other types of patterns and ways to
emphasize the text. For example, did you know that Psalm 119 is an alphabetic acrostic?
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This means that eacuccessive line (or verse) begins with the next letter in the Hebrew
alphabet. Psalm 119 has 176 verses, formed by 22 separate stanzas with 8 lines in each.
Each line of the respective stanza begins with the same letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
There are 2 letters in the Hebrew alphabet, and each letter is represented throughout the
Psalm. Imagine 8 verses that begin with OA,O then the next 8 all begin with OB,0 and so on
through the alphabet. It would have been a great memory aid for the people. Tieés feat
occurs in several Psalms and Proverbs (e.g., Prov3lLfbdms a complete alphabetic

acrostic where each line takes the next letter of the Hebrew alNiadete 22 verses).

There is much more. For now, we simply want to be aware that this is artantgpart
of what we are reading. We should be looking out for these kinds of features because they
can enhance our understanding and appreciation for what we are reading.

Figurative Language

Another strong feature of poetry are the uses of symbalmhiigures of speech. Reading

the Psalms in some kind of rigid, literalistic way simply cannot work. For example, when
David referred to himself as a Oworm and not a manO (Ps 22:6), we donOt really think that
at some point David literally became a wovkthen David said, OEvery night | make my

bed swim, | dissolve my couch with my tearsO (Ps 6:6), no one thinks that DavidOs bed
literally swam or that his couch was actually dissolved by his tears. These are figures of
speech, helping us understand what indss heart during difficult times.

There are multiplied types of figures. There are metaphors (direct comparison by saying
one thing is another, Ps 5:9), similes (comparison uigegr as Ps 58:4),

personifications (giving human character to inaabmobjects, Ps 98:8), hyperboles

(intended exaggerations, Ps 73:7), anthropomorphisms (giving hiikeafeatures to

God, Ps 8:3), ironies (ideas or actions that turn on themselves, Ps 9:15), and so on. There
are far too many to try to catalogue here.

Why are figures used as they are? They give us vivid, memorable images that help us
understand the more concrete ideas that they convey. They capture our attention and

leave deep impacts on our minds. We can OseeO what they represent rather than just think
about the words. We are shown, rather than just told, and they appeal to our imagination.
Consider the powerful imagery, then, when reading:

The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,
My God, my rock, in whom | take refuge;
My shield and the &rn of my salvation, my stronghold. (Ps 18:2)

As we read the Psalms and any other poetry in Scripture, let us be aware of the powerful
ways in which GodOs mind has been revealed.



The Psalms

The book of Psalms is a collection of hymns inspired by the $forit. The unique part

of this is that rather than the Psalms being like a letter written to us (as in the New
Testament epistles), they represent the feelings of men poured out to God. Even so, they
were considered to be inspired by the Holy Spiat.éxample, when Jesus referred to

Psalm 110, He said that David said what he did Oin the SpiritO (Ma#®2\hen the

apostles had been threatened and came back to pray with the disciples, they quoted Psalm
2 as being spoken Oby the Holy Spirit throtihe mouth of our father DavidO (Acts 4:23

26). The Psalms are quoted multiple times in the New Testament and given the weight of
inspired Scripture. Even though the thoughts of men are being expressed to God, God

still shows that He stands behind it.

Because of the nature of the Psalms, we recognize that we donOt read them exactly the
same way that we read historical narrative or the epistles. We see the beauty of ancient
poetry, the praise of God through masterful figures of speech, and the laffiseng
addressed from heart to heart. Yet with all of the emotion filling up the Psalms, they are
much more than that.

The Psalms are rich in theology and doctrine. These are songs and prayers that are filled
with covenant concepts. That is, these arttem from within the perspective those in

GodOs covenant. The psalmist, for example, sees the beauty of the covenant when
contrasted with what the world offered outside the covenant. Psalm 1, for example, shows
this contrast:

How blessed is the man wHoes not walk in the counsel of the wicked,
Nor stand in the path of sinners,

Nor sit in the seat of scoffers!

But his delight is in the law of the Lord,

And in His law he meditates day and night.

He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water,

Which yields its fruit in its season

And its leaf does not wither;

And in whatever he does, he prospers.

This way of thinking is found throughout the Psalms. God is seen as sovereign, the
Almighty Creator who showed His lovingkindness toward Israel ikimyahem a people
through whom He would fulfill His promises to Abraham. Then, in contrast to God and
His greatness, the lowliness of the human condition is seen as well. Note, for example,
Psalm 8:3b:

When | consider Your heavens, the work of Yougéirs,
The moon and the stars, which You have ordained;
What is man that You take thought of him,

And the son of man that You care for him?
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Yet You have made him a little lower than God,
And You crown him with glory and majesty!

God takes what appears te Wweak and makes it strong. This is a major theme of

Scripture overall, and the Psalms show this theme time and again. Yet the human
condition is also seen in the Psalms of confession and those that lament the difficulties in
which the psalmist found himeDavid saw all of these situations and more (see, for
example, Psalm 51 as a psalm of confession, and Psalm 22 as a lament of great difficulty).
The Psalms put into words the feelings that all feel, the difficulties in the range of
emotions, and the dess to rise above the hardships of life often brought on by sin.

The Psalms are often seen in two great categories: psalms of praise and psalms of lament.
On the one hand, God is lifted up in praise and adoration. Yet the expressions of lament
are throwghout and give us the heart of the sufferer. These demonstrate that prayer is not
about saying a certain formula. We are to praise God, but we can also pour out our hearts
to Him. When we donOt understand why, when we feel abandoned, when we are on the
verge of doubt, when we feel that the world is against us, the Psalms speak to all of these
and help us express ourselves to God.

Throughout the various types of Psalms and themes, we find consistent foreshadowing of
the Messiah in the Psalms. Jesus tatingtitthe entire Old Testament pointed to Him,

and the Psalms are a significant part of this (see Luke 28)Y4Bor example, in Psalm 22

we see the righteous sufferer being mocked, abused, and yet ultimately victorious. Jesus
quoted from this Psalm whilen the cross. In Psalm 110 we see the beauty of the kingly
priest who serves after the order of Melchizedek (Héb B Psalm 2 we have glimpses

of GodOs great King who proclaims victory over those who have tried to fight against
Him. Over and again wénfd that the Psalms are fulfilled in Jesus, and this helps

Christians today see the value and applications of this great prayerbook and hymnal.

We need to read, study, and reflect upon the Psalms because not only will we find the
attitudes and issues thae see in ourselves, we will find God. We will find Christ Jesus
our Lord. This, in turn, will help us better understand and enjoy the beauty of the
relationship we have with our Creator.



Varieties of Psalms

The Psalms can be broadly divided into tategories: psalms of praise and psalms of
laments. Often we find a blending of these two, as in Psalm 22 where the psalmist begins
with strong laments but turns to praise before he is done. Yet across these broad
categories we also find a number of kintlpsalms with different focal points. Again,

there are areas of overlap, but here we wish to overview some of these kinds (and this
wonOt be exhaustive). This helps us to see where stress is put upon the various
circumstances and relationships between &udl His people.

Wisdom. In Scripture, wisdom is often seen through the contrasting of godly wisdom

with folly. Proverbs are well known for this, but even in the Psalms we find these
contrasts. Psalm 1 is a perfect example of a wisdom psalm. In thisygsfihd the

blessed man who refuses the path of sinners and takes delight in GodOs Law. In contrast,
the wicked have no foundation and they will perish. GodOs wisdom versus the folly of men
is on full display.

Torah. While we often think of the Law wheve think Torah, the Torah was more than a
checkilist of rules. It was their instructions for life, and it encompassed everything they

did. The Torah psalms focus on this. Probably the lkesivn example of a Torah psalm

is Psalm 119, where the psalmisiaggeof the Law, the precepts, ordinances, statutes,
commandments, etc. Yet these are not seen as any kind of a burden, but as a delight. The
Torah was to be loved and cherished, obeyed and taught. OHow blessed are those whose
way is blameless, who walkifre law of the LordO (v. 1).

Kingship. Kingship, or royal, psalms exalt GodOs rule and GodOs king. God is the King,
and the foundation of His throne is justice and righteousness (Ps 89:14). Yet the Davidic
King represented God to His people. Furthethmface of opposition from those who

wanted to cast off the fetters of GodOs rule, God brings forth His King, His Son, to answer
them. Psalm 2, which is also messianic, shows that GodOs King is not One to be trifled
with, but will rule and is worthy of mmr. OWorship the Lord with reverence and rejoice

with trembling® (Ps 2:11).

Temple.Many of the psalms demonstrate a temple context. These psalms would be used
in corporate worship when they came to the temple. Praise psalms fit this pattern very
well. For example, Psalm 47 shows this (v¥):6

Sing praises to God, sing praises;
Sing praises to our King, sing praises.
For God is the King of all the earth;
Sing praises with a skillful psalm.

Other psalms show a longing for worship at the sanctuaryexample, Psalms 483, a

lament, shows this longing: OFor | used to go along with the throng and lead them in
procession to the house of God, with the voice of joy and thanksgiving, a multitude
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keeping festivalO (42:4). The Songs of Ascents (Psaki34)2@uld have been used as
they went up to Zion to worship (some limit these to the Levites). The point is that the
temple background throughout the psalms is important to understanding the content of
many. While other psalms are more individual in nafigrg., Psalm 51), the temple still
plays a major role in the Psalms as a whole.

Imprecatory. Imprecatory psalms are the most difficult, as they entail some kind of

request to curse the enemies. For example, Psalm 35 asks God to OFight against those who
fight against meO (v. 1), OLet those be turned back and humiliated who devise evil against
meO (v. 4), and to OLet destruction come upon him unawares, and let the net which he hid
catch himself; into that very destruction let him fallO (v. 8). While uadédiag why

men of God would pray such, we need to bear in mind the covenant context in which we
were written. God Himself had promised to protect His people and bring judgment upon

the enemies, so the psalmist is really asking God to remember the coetaiamgt to the

enemy nations. There is much more to consider, but the lessons in these psalms are also
extremely valuable.

Messianic.Messianic psalms point to Jesus. Jesus Himself said that the psalms are
fulfilled in Him (Luke 24:445). Some of themre more direct than others. For example,
Psalm 110 is specifically about the Messiah who would be a priest after the order of
Melchizedek and stretch out His scepter as the King. Psalm 22 portrays the events of the
cross in vivid imagery. Psalm 2 shole power of the King. The Psalms have very strong
messianic connections, and we are blessed to read them today with a Christological focus.

Much more can be said, but this should help us as we think more deeply about the Psalms
and see how they help usigperspective on how we can come to God in worship and
prayer. While we are no longer under the stipulations of the Law of Moses, the principles
and topics covered still help us tremendously in our relationship with God today.



Solomon Becomes King
(1 Kings 13)

By the end of DavidOs life, David had made arrangements for Solomon to build the
temple. Solomon was clearly GodOs choice to succeed David as king. Yet DavidOs fourth
son, Adonijah (2 Sam 34), also desired to be king. He, like Absalom, wasndsome

man who took the initiative to control the kingdom. As loyal as Joab and Abiathar had
been to David, Adonijah was able to gain their help in this attempt. By all normal

thinking of the time, Adonijah was next in line. However, this was not a kmbaked

on normal ideals of dynasties. This was a kingship determined by God. While Adonijah
gathered a following, many stayed true to David, including Nathan the prophet and
several of DavidOs mighty men (1 Kgs 1:8).

Nathan was well aware of what Adahiwas doing, so he spoke to Bathsheba because

her and SolomonOs lives were in danger. Bathsheba and Nathan went to David and
explained the situation concerning AdonijanOs attempt to be king. David vowed that
Solomon would indeed be king (1 Kgs 1329.David called Zadok the priest, Nathan the
prophet, and Benaiah the commander and had them bring Solomon out on DavidOs mule
(think about that a moment relative to Jesus) down to Gihon where they would proclaim
Solomon as king. Then he would be broughittors DavidOs throne to become the king

in DavidOs place (1 Kgs 1353.

Solomon was then anointed as king and Oall the people went up after him,O rejoicing and
making great noise (1 Kgs 1:40). Adonijah and Joab heard the uproar, and Adonijah was
told that Solomon was just made king and took his seat on DavidOs throne. Everyone with
Adonijah became terrified over this, and Adonijah was afraid of Solomon. He went out
and took hold of the horns of the altar. Solomon was told about this and, for the time
being, he let Adonijah go home.

As David was about to die, he called Solomon in and charged him to be faithful to God.
In words similar to what Joshua was told (Josh 1), Solomon would find success if he
stayed true to what the Law taught, and GodOs priratdeavid would not lack a man

to sit on the throne would be realized (1 Kgs4):1David encouraged Solomon to show
kindness and wisdom, while also warning him about enemies that posed threats.

David died after having reigned forty years. After D@gidleath, SolomonOs kingdom was
firmly established (1 Kgs 2:12). Soon after, Adonijah approached Bathsheba asking her to
ask Solomon if he could have Abishag, a woman who took care of David in his old age, as
a wife. This request did not settle well withoBon, as it appeared to him that Adonijah

was trying to find a way to take the kingdom. Adonijah was shortly put to death by
Benaiah. Abiathar was dismissed as priest and Joab was also executed for his part in
AdonijahOs rebellion. Shimei, a descenda®&ol who had cursed David, was also put to
death. The kingdom was secure.

While Solomon loved the Lord (1 Kgs 3:3), he began making marriage alliances with
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foreign nations, starting with Egypt. Yet initially Solomon was trying to please the Lord.
God gpeared to Solomon and asked what he wanted, and SolomonQOs famous prayer was
uttered (1 Kgs 3:8). Solomon praised GodOs lovingkindness and recognized that he was
on the throne based on GodOs promise to David. His humility shows as he expresses his
ignorance about how to proceed, so his request was based on this humility: OSo give Your
servant an understanding heart to judge Your people to discern between good and evil.
For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?O God was pleased with SolomonOs
request and told him that because he asked for wisdom rather than riches, he would be
given both.

SolomonOs wisdom would soon be tested (1 Kg&&:.1Bwo harlots came before him

with a difficult problem. Both had given birth and one of the sons diezlatbusation

was that mother who lost her child stole the other oneOs child and put her dead child in
the arms of this other mother. They argued about the truth of this and Solomon came up
with a brilliant solution. OGet me a sword,O he said. Solomaiti@s wals to divide the

living baby in half so that each mother could have half. When he said this, the mother of
the living child begged that the child be given to the mother of the dead child. At this,
Solomon recognize who the true mother was and skagivan the baby.

The wisdom of Solomon became well known throughout the land: OWhen all Israel heard
of the judgment which the king had handed down, they feared the king, for they saw that
the wisdom of God was in him to administer justiceO (1 Kgs 3:28)

SolomonOs fame grew, and he started his kingship in the right way, loving and pleasing
God. His wisdom was unparalleled, and he would soon grow the kingdom without going
to war. For now, SolomonOs efforts are good and the kingdom is established.



Solamon: From Success to Failure

SolomonOs father, David, had already made plans and preparations for the building of the
temple, yet Solomon was the one chosen to actually build it. The temple project was
indeed impressive, and it took Solomon 7 years tiol itujl Kgs 6:38). God had made the
promise to Solomon: OConcerning this house which you are building, if you will walk in
My statutes and execute My ordinances and keep all My commandments by walking in
them, then I will carry out My word with you whi¢lspoke to David your father. I will

dwell among the sons of Israel, and will not forsake My people IsraelO (1 Ki).6:12
Solomon had started out on the right foot and it was up to him to keep it going in the

right direction.

Solomon was also warnduht if he turned aside from covenant, there would be
consequences: OBut if you turn away and forsake My statutes and My commandments
which | have set before you, and go and serve other gods and worship them, then | will
uproot you from My land which | havgven you, and this house which | have
consecrated for My name | will cast out of My sight and | will make it a proverb and a
byword among all peoplesO (2 Chr 209

Solomon also built his own palace, and it took him thirteen years to do so (which ma
indicate a problem itself in proportion to the time spent on the temple). Much of the

work that Solomon had done was through the use of forced labor, which would also be a
problem on its own.

The wisdom and wealth of Solomon were well known far and:\@&o King Solomon
became greater than all the kings of the earth in riches and in wisdom. All the earth was
seeking the presence of Solomon, to hear his wisdom which God had put in his heartO (1
Kgs 10:224). Sadly, this would not inoculate Solomoniregdhat which would turn

him against God.

There is an interesting connection in the story of Solomon that helps explains this turn.
From Birth, the Lord loved Solomon (2 Sam 12:24). Initially, Solomon loved the Lord (1
Kgs 3:3). But the turning poindf Solomon in seen in 1 Kings 11:1: ONow King Solomon
loved many foreign womenE.O SolomonOs love for these women put him in severe
spiritual danger. With 700 wives and 300 concubines, he was bound to compromise the
covenant principles, and he did.

OFor Wwen Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his
heart was not wholly devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had
been. For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians and after Milcom
the cetestable idol of the Ammonites. Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the Lord,
and did not follow the Lord fully, as David his father had doneO (1 Kgg)11:4

SolomonOs sins would have serious consequences. Instead of unifying the nation as David
had done, SolomonOs actions would hurt the nation and create a divide that could never
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be fully healed (apart from Christ, that is). He was beginning to do the very things that
were warned against in Deuteronomy 17176 OMoreover, he shall not multiptyrées

for himself, nor shall he cause the people to return to Egypt to multiply horses, since the
Lord has said to you, OYou shall never again return that way.O He shall not multiply wives
for himself, or else his heart will turn away; nor shall he grieatigase silver and gold

for himself.O Solomon multiplied both horses and wives, and even took for his first wife a
princess of Egypt. The irony abounds, and his heart was turned away.

ONow the Lord was angry with Solomon because his heart was tuayeficamwthe

Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, and had commanded him
concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods; but he did not observe what
the Lord had commanded. So the Lord said to Solomon, OBecause you éévie,dord

you have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which | have commanded you, | will
surely tear the kingdom from you, and will give it to your servantOO (1 Kiyk)11:9

God was talking about Jeroboam, the one who would become king of thernorth

kingdom. Solomon even sought to put Jeroboam to death, to no avail. Other enemies rose
up against Solomon as well, and what had been so peaceful would be disturbed by
rebellion. Sadly, the legacy of Solomon would be remembered, not for his wisdton, but

his failure to stay true to God. This, of course, represents a great irony, for there is no
greater wisdom than staying true to God.

Solomon surely teaches us that wisdom and wealth can only be truly valuable when
harnessed within the boundaries @iy GodOs will.



Proverbs and a Song

The book of Proverbs was in large part written by Solomon. 1 Kings 4:32 says that
Solomon wrote 3,000 proverbs and 1,005 songs. Proverbs 1:1 refers to it as the proverbs of
Solomon. Later, we find, however, that therere other authors who wrote proverbs in

this book, but Solomon was a primary author.

A proverhis generally a short, compact statement that expresses some truth about life or
human behavior. These statements are typically meant to be Otruisms, alizegene
observations about various aspects of life. While one should not be surprised to find an
occasional exception, wisdom requires that we seek out and hold to the truth of the
statements.

Proverbs find their strength in using comparison. By conmgawhat is similar, we may
draw conclusions about the way we should approach other situations that may be
comparable. Why are the proverbs written? The best answer is to let the wise man tell us:

To know wisdom and instruction,

To discern the sayings ofderstanding,

To receive instruction in wise behavior,
Righteousness, justice and equity;

To give prudence to the naive,

To the youth knowledge and discretion,

A wise man will hear and increase in learning,
And a man of understanding will acquire wise rcsel,
To understand a proverb and a figure,

The words of the wise and their riddles.

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge;
Fools despise wisdom and instruction. (Prov7l):2

Notice up front that the purpose is to provide wisdom, to instreatiers on how to

discern and live life with prudence and understanding, to help all to fear the Lord so that
true knowledge will be possible. Then we see the contrast, which is made throughout the
Proverbs, that fools despise wisdom and instruction. \&éamediately confronted with

the challenge of whether or not we want to be wise or foolish. Wisdom is a choice that can
be made; folly can be avoided through understanding and discernment. This is not just
about oneOs intellect; it is about oneOs hgatthver your heart with all diligence, for

from it flow the springs of lifeO (Prov 4:23).

Proverbs covers a range of topics, including: wisdom, folly, morality, parental
responsibility, righteousness, wickedness, life, conduct, etc. These writorgsedesw

to be wise, how to avoid immorality, and generally how to please God. They describe the
character of righteous people, such as is found in the Proverbs 310s description of the
worthy woman.



Because of its nature, and even though it was writtédomg ago, Proverbs is one of the

most practical books in the Bible. It deals in depth with the Oart of living.O Wisdom is
based completely upon a proper respect and fear of the Lord. OThe fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom, and the knowledgetaf Holy One is understanding® (Prov 9:10).

By living according to the principles found throughout the book, one is assured success in
service to God. For practical instruction on attaining wisdom, knowledge, and
understanding about life, turn to Provetblhe book is a blessing to read and learn.

Song of Solomon

The Song of Solomon is unique among the books of Scripture. Was this written by
Solomon or was it written for Solomon? There are many unanswered questions. There
are questions not answeredatéle to the characters in the song, and because of this the
work has been subjected to many and varied interpretations. Are there just two main
characters (Solomon and his bride)? Are there three (adding a shepherd boy)? How is this
meant to be read? Tiespired text contains none of the markers of characters often

found in Bible versions. However, none of this means that we cannot find high value in
the book. It is, after all, inspired Scripture, and it is beautiful.

| will suggest that the book is nme&o be read as a series of poems praising the physical
love shared between a husband and wife. Because of this, the work is unique in that it
really does touch upon a significantly vital issue in marriage that is not spoken of so
directly through the re<of the Bible. While Scripture is clear that the marriage bed is to

be undefiled and marriage to be held in honor (Heb 13:4), the Song of Solomon presents
beautiful imagery that helps us understand that such love between husband and wife is
not only to bedesired, but is directly given by God as a blessing.

The theme is seen toward the end{B\6

OPut me like a seal over your heart,

Like a seal on your arm.

For love is as strong as death,

Jealousy is as severe as Sheol;

Its flashes are flashes oéfir

The very flame of the Lord.

OMany waters cannot quench love,

Nor will rivers overflow it;

If a man were to give all the riches of his house for love,
It would be utterly despised.00O

Love is as strong as death. May this book give us a great perspeathat marital love
is all about, and may we teach our children the honor of godly marriage.
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Ecclesiastes

The title, OEcclesiastes,O comes from the Septuagint (the greek translation of the Hebrew
Scriptures). It is the word sometimes translated as e or Oteacher,O and indicates

one who convenes an assembly (compare the word for congregation or church in the

New Testamen&cclesip The Hebrew term iQohelethWhile there is debate over the

exact authorship of the book, Qoheleth directs our mitmivard Solomon, who was Othe

son of DavidO (vs. 1) and Oking over Israel in JerusalemO (v. 12). The book doesnOt tell us
much else about that, aside from what we may gather from the contents of the work.

Ecclesiastes begins by reminding the readdhseofanity of life. The opening words are
somewhat chilling: OOVanity of vanities,O says the Preacher, OVanity of vanities! All is
vanityOO (1:2). The idea is that all is fleeting and transitory. This expression is found
throughout the book, serving someattas bookends to the entire work (12:8). As an
illustration, Qoheleth appeals to the way that generations come and go and how nature
takes its circular courses. Things pass on, seem to move in circles, and Othere is nothing
new under the sunO (1:9). Whea life really find meaning and purpose? 1tOs all so
fleeting.

Qoheleth first appears to present a fairly dim view of life Ounder the sunO (a recurring
phrase). There is a futility to the ways of the world, and he tried it all. He gave himself to
wisdam and knowledge and found it to be Ostriving after windG18)1Ple gave

himself to pleasure, and Obehold, it too was futility€ {2: Even though he withheld

nothing that he wanted, he still saw there was no profit under the sun. It seemed that
eveywhere he turned, no matter what he did, he hit that same dead end and came to the
same conclusion. All is vanity. Nothing worked.

But for God. Qoheleth, then, presents a masterful case for the unprofitable vanity of life
without God. Nothing Ounder ttsein,O all by itself, can provide purpose and meaning.

With this view, he tackles the problem of suffering and evil. He shows that life is time (ch.
3) and that time presents many challenges, both good and bad. Yet the only thing that can
give life any reaemblance of meaning and coherence is a life that is focused and
centered on pursuing God. Nothing in life is fulfilling in and of itself, but once God

become the focal point, everything in life takes on a new meaning. This life is fleeting, but
eternityis not: Oeverything God does will remain foreverO (3:14).

Considered from the perspective of serving God, Ecclesiastesiismatelythe

negative book its often made out to be. While the work destroys oneOs sense of finding
hope or answers in the tigs of this world, it is done with a view toward building one
back up with a new perspective that changes everything. Materialism cannot work, and
the book can move one from the despair of worldly futility to the recognition that life
finds ultimate fulfilment in fearing the Lord. We move from the fleeting to the eternal.

Qoheleth directs us to the difficult questions. If God is in control, why is there wickedness
and injustice (3:14.7)? Why do men seem to die just like animals {3138 Why is there
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oppression and great suffering (8)Y? Why are people so greedy, so inhumane, so selfish
(4:46)? Why is there loneliness and poverty? Why do people seek popularity and high
position only to have it taken from them? How does life make sense?

We begin tesee clues to the answer early on in the book. While focused on the things of
life, Qoheleth learned to hate it (2:18). However, he also began to show that the
enjoyment of the fruit of his labor was Ofrom the hand of God. For who can eat and who
can hae enjoyment without Him?O (2:28) The idea that life and its enjoyment is the

gift of God is then seen throughout (2:24; 38222; 5:1:20; 8:15; 9:9).

OFurthermore, as for every man to whom God has given riches and wealth, He has also
empowered im to eat from them and to receive his reward and rejoice in his labor; this is
the gift of God. For he will not often consider the years of his life, because God keeps him
occupied with the gladness of his heartO {53)9

God must be the focus of olires. Wealth, power, and pleasure without God is empty.
With God, one can enjoy life and the fruit of our labor. All need not ultimately be vanity
if eternity is in view.

Qoheleth finally reaches the great conclusion: Ofear God and keep His commandments
for this is the whole of man. For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which
is hidden, whether it is good or evil.O (1:2:4BIf we keep this in mind, we can enjoy our
lives Ounder the sunO and find the greatest meaning and happinesss@raaghGod.

This is divine wisdom.
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A Divided Kingdom Overview

Because SolomonOs heart had turned away from the Lord and did evil, God told him that
the kingdom would be torn away and divided (1 Kgs-18)9 Jeroboam, who had been a
servant of Solomgrwould be given ten of the tribes and become king of the northern
kingdom. He would be given the opportunity to establish his own dynasty in the north.
After these promises, Solomon sought the life of Jeroboam, who fled to Egypt until
SolomonOs death.

When Solomon died, Rehoboam became king. Jeroboam returned from Egypt, and
Rehoboam convened a meeting in order to establish his kingship overall both north and
south. Solomon had enacted some policies that were harsh on the north, and those who
representedhe north asked Rehoboam to lighten their load. When Rehoboam listened to
his younger counselors, he promised he would be even more harsh. At this, the north
rebelled and the kingdom officially divided. From this point, the north is called Israel, and
thesouth is called Judah. Rehoboam remained king of Judah, while Jeroboam became the
king of Israel. Rehoboam tried to prepare for war against Israel because of this, but GodOs
message to him was to refrain, for this was GodOs doing (1 Keg4)2:21

Jerdoam had an opportunity to start out with GodOs blessings, but he quickly created
problems by not following the Lord. Out of fear that the people would turn to Judah, he
had golden calves set up in Dan and Bethel (at the tips of the north and southlpf Isra

The Levites, for the most part, were going to Judah, and Jeroboam appointed priests from
other tribes. He also changed the feast days. In short, Jeroboam took control of their
religion and standardized idolatry in Israel. Because of this, his dyv@gty not last

beyond a short reign of his son.

The northern kingdom of Israel never would have a righteous king. Of the nineteen or so
who reigned, not one of them turned the people back to the Lord. Judah, on the other
hand, would have at least haveaadful of kings who tried to initiate reforms and do

what is right (including Asa, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, and Josiah). This is one of the
reasons why Judah would outlast Israel. In the end, however, both kingdoms would fall
due to their failure to adhete GodOs covenant.

The most notorious of the rulers of Israel were Ahab (son of Omri) and Jezebel. While
Ahab was savvy as a military commander, he was wicked to the core. Jezebel, from
Phoenicia, brought Baalism to its peak in Israel. Her influenceAhadr and the nation
was, sadly, very strong in its negative influence. During this time, God sent prophets to
try to turn the people back to Him. Two prophets especially noted for minamldang

were Elijah and his successor, Elisha.

Elijah was sent tAhab to tell him that he needed to repent. He was a godly man who
become known for his uncompromising stand for God. The mostkmelivn episode
demonstrating this was when he summoned the 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of
Asherah to Mt. Carmel inrder to challenge them (1 Kings 18). They each made altars to
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offer sacrifices. The prophets of Baal called upon Baal, but to no avail. Finally, Elijah, after
having his alter drenched with water, called upon Yahweh, who responded with fire that
consumedhe altar. While the people responded by acknowledging Yahweh, it was too

late. The prophets were taken and slain. Jezebel responded by threatening ElijahOs life, and
he fled for a time in discouragement. His message, however, was loud and clear, and

Elijah became a type of John the Baptist.

After these events, Ahab was killed in battle. He would have two sons reign for shorter
periods (Ahaziah and Joram). Jehu was commissioned to destroy the family of Ahab, and
he did so swiftly. This included the deafhlezebel. However, Jehu did not kill the

daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, whose name was Athaliah. She would end up trying to kill
her own family and usurping the throne of Judah, causing untold damage to the south.

Though there was so much wickednesstlghout the land, Elijah and Elisha
demonstrated that God was still at work. The miracles worked by Elisha were powerful
reminders that God was still in control. The Lord could heal the land. He could raise the
dead. He could feed the people and do wharhsd impossible. These miracles showed
that God was able to take care of the nation, if only they would repent and turn back to
Him. Sadly, for the north, this would not happen.

The northern kingdom of Israel started out poorly because of Jeroboant cauhyl i

spiraled downward and became worse over time. For Judah, there would be a few lights in
the darkness, but it wouldnOt be enough in the end to overturn their destruction. Samaria,
the capital of the kingdom of Israel, fell in ca. 722 B.C., whilsalemy the capital of

Judah, fell in ca. 586 B.C.

Such an overview hardly does justice to the events, but there are many blanks yet to fill in.



Bad Alliances, Consequences, and Solutions

Though Israel was officially divided between the north (Israel}Xl@e south (Judah),

there was still interaction between the two. Sometimes that interaction involved war, but
at other times it involved making alliances and working together. While that sounds
decent enough, the sad consequences of these alliancesoaulik realized. Take the
case of Ahab and Jehoshaphat.

Recall that Ahab was a wicked king, remembering especially the influence of Jezebel upon
him and the nation. Jehoshaphat, on the other hand, was a basically good king of Judah
who wanted to servéahweh (2 Chr 17). Sadly, one recorded vice of Jehoshaphat was that
he was prone to make alliances with evil kings, and this got both him and Judah into deep
trouble. The fallout from this alliance alone would be devastating for the future of Judah.
How s&

Alliances often involved marriage, and in this case, JehoshaphatOs son, Jehoram, married
Ahab and JezebelOs daughter, Athaliah (2 Chr 18:1). Though Jehoshaphat did good during
his reign, this influence over Jehoram would prove very damaging. Wheardehor

became king, he killed his own brothers, walked in the ways of Ahab, and did evil in the
sight of God (2 Chr 21:8). The only reason God didnOt destroy Othe house of DavidO at
this time was because of his proms®avid (v 7).

When Jehoram died,$ison, Ahaziah, became king over Judah.* Ahaziah made an
alliance with Joram of Israel, and they were both killed by Jehu in the purge of AhabOs
family (2 Chr 22:8). Jezebel was also killed at this time (2 Kgs 9). At this point, things
get even worse.thaliah, who was not killed in this purge, takes the bold move of
usurping the throne of Judah. In doing so, she Odestroyed all the royal offspring of the
house of JudahO (2 Chr 22:10). Imagine the grandmother who tries to completely wipe
out her own grandhildren out of fear that one of them might become the next king. She
was that evil.

All of this was made possible because of a bad alliance initially made between Jehoshaphat
and Ahab. The Obutterfly effectO of this wreaked havoc on Judah and nedriypend

with the complete destruction of DavidOs dynasty. The reader is made to wonder how any
of this can be worked out. How would God spare the house of David?

God would indeed spare the house of David once again. Athaliah almost killed all the
offspring but she missed one in particular. 2 Chronicles 222lvecords:

OBut Jehoshabeath the kingOs daughter took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stole him from
among the kingOs sons who were being put to death, and placed him and his nurse in the
bedroom. Sdehoshabeath, the daughter of King Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the priest
(for she was the sister of Ahaziah), hid him from Athaliah so that she would not put him

to death. He was hidden with them in the house of God six years while Athaliah reigned
overthe land.O
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Jehosheba (as spelled in Kings) was the sister of Ahaziah, also the daughter of Jehoram
(and presumably Athaliah), and the wife of the high priest named Jehoiada. Together,
Jehosheba and Jehoiada kept Joash safe for these six years wiaileOatheign of terror
continued over Judah.

At the end of those years, the time came to make a move. Under JehoiadaOs leadership, a
coup was staged. He brought in captains of hundreds who would keep guard and protect
young king Joash. The boy was braumlt and the crown was put on his head as he was
anointed and proclaimed to be the king (2 Kgs 11:12). Athaliah heard the noise and came
out to see what was happening at the temple. When she saw it, she cried, OTreason!O Then
Jehoiada commanded the captato bring her out and put her to death. She was

promptly dispatched.

Jehoiada wanted to restore Judah back to God: OThen Jehoiada made a covenant between
the Lord and the king and the people, that they would be the LordOs people, also between
the kingand the peopleO (2 Kgs 11:17). This initiated reform in Judah, in which the altars

of Baal were torn down and the temple was repaired. As long as Jehoiada was around,
Joash (or Jehoash) did what was right (2 Kgs 12:2). Sadly, once Jehoiada was gone, Joash
reverted to wickedness and listened to evil, idolatrous counselors. He even had JehoiadaOs
son, Zechariah, murdered.

All of this demonstrates how influences can work. The influence of the terrible alliance
between Jehoshaphat and Ahab did terrible danmagedah. Jehoiada was able to turn

that around for a short time, but as is so often the case, the kings once again turned away
from the Lord. God sent prophets to provide the warnings and turn them toward
repentance. Ultimately, however, both Israel didiah would fall because of their failure

to adhere to GodOs covenant.

*Not to be confused with the fact that Ahab also had a son named Ahaziah who reigned
over Israel. He also had a son also named Jehoram (Joram) who likewise reigned over
Israel. The sae names are used, but these are different kings.



Introduction to the Prophets

OThe Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your
countrymen, you shall listen to himO (Deut 18:15).

While Moses looked ahead to Jesussths the ultimate prophet, there were, between

them, a series of prophets sent by God, all of whom pointed to the same fulfillment in
Christ (Acts 3:126). Many of these prophets never left writings. Men like Nathan,

Elijah, and Elisha are well knowrophets, but they did not leave behind the types of
writings we associate with the corpus of Scripture. There are, however, a number of
written records left by the prophets that comprise a significant portion of Scripture. Some
of the writings are shortécf. Obadiah), while others are lengthy (cf. Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel). The zenith of the period of the prophets lies between 8604BB.C., during

the period of the divided kingdom of Israel and Judah, through the period of JudahOs exile
in Babylon.

A prophet is a mouthpiece for God, who Ospoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in
many portions and in many waysO (Heb 1:1). The prophet was charged with a vital task of
faithfully transmitted GodOs inspired message to the targeted audiencethdgain

Moses pointed ultimately to Jesus, the charge of every prophet was the same:

Ol will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that | command him. It
shall come about that whoever will not listen to My words which he shallispdstk

name, | Myself will require it of him. But the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously
in My name which | have not commanded him to speak, or which he speaks in the name
of other gods, that prophet shall die.OO (Deut28)18

The prophets were seto the people during tumultuous times. This was not for the light
of heart, for their messages were indeed heavy and, sometimes, harsh. Yet this is what it
took to wake up a people who had forgotten their covenant with Yahweh.

Each prophet was unique message and presentation. Though they each have their own
contexts and were sent to different groups of people at different times, they also share
some common, wehlecognized themes. We can boil these themes down to the following
three:

1. The Covenan The people are in trouble because they had broken the covenant. God
was longsuffering with them, but the prophets came to tell the people that God was not
happy about the way they were treating Him and the covenant under which they were
bound. Isaiah ses it this way:

OThe earth is also polluted by its inhabitants, for they transgressed laws, violated statutes,
broke the everlasting covenant. Therefore, a curse devours the earth, and those who live
in it are held guiltyO (Isa. 248h



God also hadhimind to establish a new, better covenant under the Messiah. Jeremiah
says, OBehold, days are coming,O declares the Lord, Owhen | will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and with the house of JudahO (Jer 31:31). This found its
fulfillment in Christ, as the writer of Hebrews shows (Heb 8).

2. The Day of the LordThis is a day of visitation and judgment upon the nations. Really,
anytime a nation faced such judgment, it was the Oday of the LordO for them. For
example, Isaiah warned Babylon: OV¥ailthe day of the Lord is near! It will come as
destruction from the AlmightyO (Isa 13:6). Ezekiel prophesied:

OFor the day is near,

Even the day of the Lord is near;

It will be a day of clouds,

A time of doom for the nations.

OA sword will come updEgypt,

And anguish will be in Ethiopia;

When the slain fall in Egypt,

They take away her wealth,

And her foundations are torn down.O (Ezek-30:3

Every nation, including Israel and Judah, would face the day of the Lord if they failed to
repent. The conge of repentance is key here: OOFor | have no pleasure in the death of
anyone who dies,O declares the Lord God. OTherefore, repent and live.0O (Ezek 18:32)

3. The MessiahThe prophets pointed to the Messiah (Acts 269 They did this in

different wayswhether through direct prophecy or through typological prophecy.

Perhaps the most wekhown of the Messianic prophecies coming from the prophets

would come from Isaiah. Isaiah 53 is a monumental messianic prophecy of ChristOs death
on behalf of the sinsf the people.

OSurely our griefs He Himself bore,

And our sorrows He carried;

Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken,

Smitten of God, and afflicted.

But He was pierced through for our transgressions,
He was crushed for our iniquities;

The chastening foour weltbeing fell upon Him,

And by His scourging we are healed.O (Isa%3:4

Yet all the prophets in one way or another pointed to the Messiah. Jesus said that Oall
things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms
must be fulfilledO (Luke 24:44).

The prophets present great lessons for us even today. LetOs pay attention!



The Judgment of Israel

Of the various kings and dynasties of the northern kingdom of Israel, not one was a good
king. Some had the potentialdo good and help get spiritual matters straightened out in

the north, but they all failed to do so. Recall that when Jeroboam (the first) became king,
he immediately began changing the religion of the people. He set up golden calves at Dan
and Bethel, chayed the priesthood, and changed the special days. From here, matters
only worsened, and the spiral downward would not be stifled enough to ward off the
impending judgment that would come.

Prophets were sent to Israel in order to warn the people aidgengnt. The people had
been guilty of idolatry (religious harlotry), of religious ritualism, and of social injustices.
They were giving no indication that they were willing to turn back to Yahweh.

Hosea, using the imagery of the unfaithful wife, wathedbeople:

OListen to the word of the Lord, O sons of Israel,

For the Lord has a case against the inhabitants of the land,
Because there is no faithfulness or kindness

Or knowledge of God in the land.

There is swearing, deception, murder, stealing dottery.
They employ violence, so that bloodshed follows bloodshed.
Therefore the land mournseQ (43)

OMy people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.

Because you have rejected knowledge,

| also will reject you from being My priest.

Since you have forgeh the law of your God,

| also will forget your children.

The more they multiplied, the more they sinned against Me;
| will change their glory into shame.O {#)6

Likewise, Amos speaks bluntly of the impending judgment:

Thus says the Lord,
OFor thregransgressions of Israel and for four
| will not revoke its punishmentEQ (2:6)

Thus says the Lord,

OJust as the shepherd snatches from the lionOs mouth a couple of legs or a piece of an ear,
So will the sons of Israel dwelling in Samaria be snatche®laway

With the corner of a bed and the cover of a couch!

OHear and testify against the house of Jacob,0

Declares the Lord God, the God of hosts.

OFor on the day that | punish IsraelOs transgressions,
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I will also punish the altars of Bethel,

The horns of the at will be cut off

And they will fall to the ground.

Ol will also smite the winter house together with the summer house;
The houses of ivory will also perish

And the great houses will come to an end,0

Declares the Lord. (3:115)

God gave the people ti@repent. They knew better; they had been recipients of GodOs
covenant. However, they continually failed to listen, and soon their destruction would be
complete. Amos describes a series of blessings that God had provided for them, then each
time ends wittthe tragic phrase, OOYet you have not returned to Me,O declares the LordO
(4:6:11). Consequently, this grave message was given: OTherefore thus | will do to you, O
Israel; because | will do this to you, prepare to meet your God, O IsraelO (4:12).

2 Kings 17:719 gives a summary of the reasons why Israel fell (please read it). The
passage spells out many of the sins committed against Yahweh. These verses can be
summarized to demonstrate what happened:

1. They repeatedly sinned and served idols in epiBod telling and warning them not
to.

2. God sent them prophets to tell them to repent of their sins.

3. They refused to listen, but continued to forsake God and His commandments.
4. Therefore, God was angry with them and removed them from His sight.

This is exactly what God warned about from the beginning of His covenant with them.
OBut it shall come about, if you do not obey the Lord your God, to observe to do all His
commandments and His statutes with which | charge you today, that all thesewailirse
come upon you and overtake youEO (Deut. 28:15). God spelled out exactly what would
happen. Nevertheless, they still refused to listen. OOYet you have not returned to Me,O
declares the Lord.O

Jeroboam Il was the last of JehuOs dynasty. Undestial,dxperienced an upturn in
military strength, but spiritually remained destitute. Jeroboam died in ca. 753 B.C., and
after him a series of week kings reigned until the capital city of Samaria fell to the
Assyrians in ca. 72221 B.C. No matter the strgth shown by Jeroboam II, the nation

fell in less than 30 years after he died. No amount of strength can ward off judgment
when the people are so intent on disobeying God.

The sad legacy of Israel is one of disobedience. It didnOt have to be tHagyweyuld
have stayed true to God and His covenant. Now the question is, what will we do with this
information? Will we listen to the Lord? Will we stay true to our covenant with God?



Reforms Under Hezekiah

By the time that Hezekiah ruled on the thrarfeJudah (ca. 715 B.C.), Isaiah had already
been prophesying in order to point the people back to Yahweh. Israel in the north had
finally fallen (ca. 722 B.C.), and Isaiah had been addressing HezekiahOs father, Ahaz,
warning him not to put his trust intber nations. Ahaz paid little attention. Hezekiah,
however, would pay attention and strive to turn the nation back to God.

When Hezekiah became king, OHe did right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that
his father David had done. In the figsar of his reign, in the first month, he opened the
doors of the house of the Lord and repaired them. He brought in the priests and the
Levites and gathered them into the square on the eastO (2 GBY. 28eXpoke to the

Levites and told them, Oour fatl have been unfaithful and have done evil in the sight of
the Lord our God, and have forsaken Him and turned their faces away from the dwelling
place of the Lord, and have turned their backsO (vs. 7). He recognized the consequences of
GodOs anger and threaking of the covenant, so he was intent: ONow it is in my heart to
make a covenant with the Lord God of Israel, that His burning anger may turn away from
us. My sons, do not be negligent now, for the Lord has chosen you to stand before Him,
to ministerto Him, and to be His ministers and burn incenseO (v¥&1)0

The Levites consecrated themselves, went into the temple and began to clean it out,
including all that was considered unclean (that fact that any of that was in there shows
their previous direspect and negligence). They then reported back to Hezekiah what had
been done. Now Hezekiah was in a position to restore the temple worship back to the way
it was supposed to be. This included the priesthood, with the sons of Aaron, offering up
appropriate sacrifices on the altar. OHe then stationed the Levites in the house of the Lord
with cymbals, with harps and with lyres, according to the command of David and of Gad
the kingOs seer, and of Nathan the prophet; for the command was from the Lord through
His prophetsO (v. 25; we note here that the instruments were connected to the temple and
its offerings, and was ultimately based on the command of God). With all of the years of
neglect, the temple was once again being used for its intended purpose¢h®3ensce

of the house of the Lord was established againO (v. 35).

Once the temple was back in order, Hezekiah made plans to celebrate the Passover. As he
did so, he wrote letters and invited Israelites surviving in the north, asking them to come
andjoin with Judah. He pleaded with them to return back to Yahweh: OFor if you return

to the Lord, your brothers and your sons will find compassion before those who led them
captive and will return to this land. For the Lord your God is gracious and

compassinate, and will not turn His face away from you if you return to HimO (2 Chr

30:9). Some men from the north Ohumbled themselves and came to Jerusalem.O Then the
Ohand of God was also on Judah to give them one heart to do what the king and the
princes commaded by the word of the LordO (vv=120). They were acting according to
GodOs word.

The effect of these reforms was great. OSo there was great joy in Jerusalem, because there

! ! &$



was nothing like this in Jerusalem since the days of Solomon the son okiDavad,

Israel. Then the Levitical priests arose and blessed the people; and their voice was heard
and their prayer came to His holy dwelling place, to heavenO (2 Che3p:Zée

reforms continued as the people began to break down the idols and tagh. pla

The summary of HezekiahOs work shows the commitment that he had: OThus Hezekiah
did throughout all Judah; and he did what was good, right and true before the Lord his
God. Every work which he began in the service of the house of God in law and in
commandment, seeking his God, he did with all his heart and prosperedO (2 Ghr 31:20
21).

Hezekiah would have to deal with trouble, too, but at least his commitment to doing what
was right was both obvious and rewarded. Some time had passed since iiedaihmaséd

had been seen in the land. He was able to return hearts back to Yahweh, which was not an
easy task. There was finally a sense of faithfulness and recognition once again that they
were the people of God and in covenant relationship with Him. Hzekands out as

one of the great kings primarily because of his reforms and his commitment to serve God
with his whole heart. He wasnOt flawless, but he was commended by the Lord Himself as
one who did good and right. This, in turn, serves as an exdonple who strive to seek

the Lord and be found faithful in Him.



Decline in Judah

Judah lasted longer than Israel before destruction, but that time of judgment would also
come for Judah. Men like Hezekiah and Josiah, due to their reformation effoetsbhee

to put it off a while, but decline in Judah would, nevertheless, come. The sad truth of this
is seen in what Isaiah says:

Now go, write it on a tablet before them

And inscribe it on a scroll,

That it may serve in the time to come

As a witness fever.

For this is a rebellious people, false sons,

Sons who refuse to listen

To the instruction of the Lord;

Who say to the seers, OYou must not see visionsO;

And to the prophets, OYou must not prophesy to us what is right,
Speak to us pleasant words,

Prophesy illusions.

OGet out of the way, turn aside from the path,

Let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.O (Isd4BD:8

The same attitude toward GodOs message and messengers found in Israel prior to its
destruction would also be found Judah. ©hé/ question would be when judgment
would come.

Even though Hezekiah did right and demonstrated faith in Yahweh, one mistake that
showed his pride was recorded in 2 Kings 20 and Isaiah 39. After HezekiahOs illness and
recovery, envoys from Babylon cauo visit. OHezekiah was pleased, and showed them alll
his treasure house, the silver and the gold and the spices and the precious oil and his
whole armory and all that was found in his treasuries. There was nothing in his house nor
in all his dominion thaHezekiah did not show themO (Isa 39:2). Isaiah asked Hezekiah
what these men had seen. Hezekiah essentially told Isaiah that they saw everything, to
which Isaiah replied, OHear the word of the Lord of hosts, OBehold, the days are coming
when all that isn your house and all that your fathers have laid up in store to this day will
be carried to Babylon; nothing will be left,0 says the LordO {6a 89ckher words,

here was the prophecy that Babylon would be the nation that would come to Jerusalem
and carry everything away. However, this would not happen during HezekiahOs reign.

Sadly, HezekiahOs son, Manasseh, would not have the same godly attitude as his father.
When Manasseh became king, OHe did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to the
abaminations of the nations whom the Lord dispossessed before the sons of IsraelO (2 Kgs
21:2). He rebuilt the idolatrous high places that Hezekiah had destroyed, erected altars for
Baal and Asherah, and put idolatrous altars in the temple of Yahweh. Lpagtoes, he

Omade his son pass through the fire, practiced witchcraft and used divination, and dealt
with mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the sight of the Lord provoking Him to
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angerO (2 Kgs 21:6). The text says that Manasseh seduced JimlakiQtwre than the
nations whom the Lord destroyed before the sons of IsraelO (v. 9).

ManassehOs wickedness over 55 years set Judah on a course from which they would not
recover. Because of the sins of Manasseh, God promised that He would bringnjudgme
upon Judah. OBehold, | am bringing such calamity on Jerusalem and Judah, that whoever
hears of it, both his ears will tingle. | will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria and
the plummet of the house of Ahab, and | will wipe Jerusalem as oneavdisés wiping

it and turning it upside down. | will abandon the remnant of My inheritance and deliver
them into the hand of their enemies, and they will become as plunder and spoil to all their
enemies; because they have done evil in My sight, and leavprbgoking Me to anger

since the day their fathers came from Egypt, even to this day.OO0 (2 Kids Rlahasseh
personally repented at the end, but the damage was done.

Amon, ManassehOs son, was not any better, but he didnOt last very long.lfdttanate

next in line, Josiah, was righteous and tried to turn the people back to Yahweh. However,
these reforms were shdived and quickly disappeared after Josiah was gone. Josiah
served God with all his heart, but, again, the earlier damage wasab®gtewever, the

Lord did not turn from the fierceness of His great wrath with which His anger burned
against Judah, because of all the provocations with which Manasseh had provoked Him.
The Lord said, Ol will remove Judah also from My sight, as | treoxecelsrael. And |

will cast off Jerusalem, this city which | have chosen, and the temple of which | said, OMy
name shall be there.000 (2 Kg=223:26

Even so, prophets like Isaiah still looked ahead past the downfall of Jerusalem to a future
restoraton. This restoration would happen in Jerusalem first, but ultimately he was
pointing to the Messiah. Isaiah told the future generations:

OComfort, O comfort My people,O says your God.
OSpeak kindly to Jerusalem;

And call out to her, that her warfare heasded,

That her iniquity has been removed,

That she has received of the LordOs hand

Double for all her sins.O (Isa 4R2)1

More to follow.



IsaiahOs Messianic Message

As a whole, the prophets point to Jesus Christ (Acts 3:24). Yet with all of thenioess
messages throughout the prophets, there is a reason Isaiah is known for being a messianic
prophet. His work is filled with strong messages and prophecies of the coming Messiah.

As one put it, OSome of the most explicit messianic prophecies arinftsaidh, and

the New Testament quotes from Isaiah frequently.O* While Isaiah is often seen as divided
into two or even three parts, there is a unifying message throughout and the New
Testament attributes all of the parts to Isaiah.

The first 39 chapterare addressing IsaiahOs contemporaries mostly. He is warning Judah,
especially, of failing to trust in God. Given that Isaiah spanned the time in which Israel
(the northern kingdom) was destroyed and taken captive by the Assyrians (ca. 722/1
B.C.), Isaih was able to point to the sins of the north and warn the south (Judah) that if
they followed that same path, they would wind up in the same situation. Sadly, that is
exactly what happened.

From chapter 40 to the end, Isaiah looks ahead and speakseantho would later be in
Babylonian exile and beyond. While chapteB9Icontain many messianic promises,
chapters 46 especially point ahead to the restoration that would be found in Christ.
Following is a brief overview, as it would be impossibletbatetail all of the messianic
pictures and prophecies in Isaiah.

Early on, Isaiah speaks to the character of the kingdom under the Messiah. Isdiah 2:2
promised the establishment of the Omountain of the house of the LordO (i.e., GodOs
government or kigdom) as something to which all nations would flow (a promise that
looked to the gentiles joining with the Jews under Christ). The law would go forth from
Jerusalem (cf. Acts 1:8) and the character of those entering would be one of peace, not
warfare (cfalso Isa 11:60).

In the context of Isaiah telling Ahaz to trust Yahweh, the prophecy was made in 7:14 of
the virgin who would bear a son called OlmmanuelO (God with us). Matthew quoted this
as being finally fulfilled in Jesus (Matt 1:23). Then/%geaks of the child that would be

born as being OWonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.O
He would sit on the throne of David to rule over His kingdom in justice and

righteousness (cf. Isa 16:5).

Later, in addressing Babylan captives, Isaiah spoke of the OvoiceO that would be calling,
OClear the way for the Lord in the wildernessEO-@)08latthew quoted this as a

reference to John the Immerser, who would precede Jesus and prepare the way for Jesus
to do His work. It isnteresting that in these chapters of Isaiah, the prophet contrasts
Yahweh as the true and living God with the idols that could do nothing. Clearly, if
salvation were to be accomplished, it had to come from the one and only living God who
could make it hapen.



Isaiah 53 contains one of the clearest prophecies of the agony of the Messiah, who was
known as the suffering Servant. Here we learn that there was nothing about His
appearance that would draw people to Him (i.e., He likely looked like an avevagdele

was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows, acquainted with grief. He bore our
sorrows, carried our iniquities, and was pierced and crushed for our transgressions. By
His scourging, we are healed. We have all been like sheep going astiaywhs willing

to have our iniquities fall on Him. He was like a lamb led to the slaughter. Yet God was
satisfied with His sacrifice. OBy His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify
the many, as He will bear their iniquitiesO (v. 11). \Wipatwerful testimony to the

purpose of Jesus coming to die for our sins! Only by GodOs inspiration could Isaiah have
known that many years in advance what the Messiah, the suffering Servant, would one
day go through so that He might intercede on behafrofers.

Isaiah 61 also points to the work of the MessiahOs message:

OThe Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,

Because the Lord has anointed me

To bring good news to the afflicted;

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,

To proclaim liberty to capies

And freedom to prisoners;

To proclaim the favorable year of the LordEO (Isa-@ajl

This is the passage that Jesus quoted about Himself in LukE94a$8He began His

public ministry. As everyone watched and listened, Jesus said of this passagettsT
Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearingO (v. 21). Indeed, IsaiahOs messianic messages
are all fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

While Isaiah issued strong condemnation against those who refused to repent of their
idolatry, mere ritualism, and siat injustices, he was also clear in the message about the
future: the Messiah is coming and will restore the people back to Yahweh. Today, as
Christians, we are participants in this fulfillment and restoration. God be praised!

*Daniel HaysThe Messag# the Prophe{§&srand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010), 100.



JosiahOs Reforms

Hezekiah had set high standards for reform in Judah. However, Manasseh, his son,
destroyed everything that Hezekiah had worked toward. This sent Judah down the path
from which trey would not completely recover. Manasseh repented, but the damage was
done. After Manasseh, Amon became king, and he supported the evil ways that had been
established. OHe did evil in the sight of the Lord as Manasseh his father had done, and
Amon sacrifced to all the carved images which his father Manasseh had made, and he
served them. Moreover, he did not humble himself before the Lord as his father
Manasseh had done, but Amon multiplied guiltO (2 Chr 23322Amon was

assassinated, and Josiah bedang

Josiah was only 8 years old when he became king, and he reigned for 31 years. Josiah Odid
right in the sight of the Lord and walked in all the way of his father David, nor did he turn
aside to the right or to the leftO (2 Kgs 22:2). In some wasasliecomparable: OBefore

him there was no king like him who turned to the Lord with all his heart and with all his

soul and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses; nor did any like him arise

after himO (2 Kgs 23:25). Yet, again, for alldbsiah did in trying to turn the hearts of

the people back to God, Othe Lord did not turn from the fierceness of His great wrath

with which His anger burned against Judah, because of all the provocations with which
Manasseh had provoked HimO (v. 26 Téforms of Josiah were great, but they were
shortlived due to the hearts of the people who had imbibed so much wickedness.

As a young man in his teens, Ohe began to seek the God of his father David; and in the
twelfth year he began to purge Judah derisalem of the high places, the Asherim, the
carved images and the molten imagesO (2 Chr 34:3). They tore down the altars to Baal in
his presence, cut down the incense altars, and broke in pieces and ground to powder the
carved and molten images in orderspread these on the graves of those who had
sacrificed to them (vs. 4). The text then says, Ohe burned the bones of the priests on their
altars and purged Judah and JerusalemO (v. 5). This is interesting because it is in
fulfillment of a prophecy made the days of Jeroboam I. Jeroboam had come to the altar

at Bethel to burn incense (recall a golden calf had been set up there), and a Oman of GodO
from Judah Ocried against the altar by the word of the Lord, and said, OO altar, altar, thus
says the Lord)Behold, a son shall be born to the house of David, Josiah by name; and on
you he shall sacrifice the priests of the high places who burn incense on you, and human
bones shall be burned on youOO (1 Kgs 13:2). Indeed, Josiah did just that.

The reforms oflosiah went well up into the Ocities of Manasseh, Ephraim, Simeon, even
as far as Naphtali, in their surrounding ruins, he also tore down the altars and beat the
Asherim and the carved images into powder, and chopped down all the incense altars
throughoutthe land of IsraelO (2 Chr 3&)%6 He was personally overseeing this whole
process.

Then Josiah set out to repair the temple, Othe house of the Lord his GodO (v. 8). Though
Hezekiah had done the same, now many years had since passed and it hadkgnotee bac
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disrepair. Hilkiah the priest was overseeing the project, and while they were bringing out
the money which had been brought into the temple, he found the book of the law (v. 14).
Shaphan brought the book to Josiah and read from it. OWhen the &ndgte words of

the law, he tore his clothesO (v. 19). Josiah commanded the priests to inquire of the Lord,
recognizing that GodOs wrath must have been great Obecause our fathers have not
observed the word of the Lord, to do according to all that isewritt this bookO (v. 21).

God answered that He would still bring judgment upon Judah for their evil. However,
GodOs message to Josiah was one of peace, and it should teach us a valuable lesson:

OOBecause your heart was tender and you humbled yefoselGod when you heard

His words against this place and against its inhabitants, and because you humbled
yourself before Me, tore your clothes and wept before Me, | truly have heard you,O
declares the Lord. OBehold, | will gather you to your fatheyparsthall be gathered to
your grave in peace, so your eyes will not see all the evil which | will bring on this place
and on its inhabitantsOO (vv28Y.

Josiah gathered all the people together, Ofrom the greatest to the least,O went up to the
house othe Lord, and he read the law to them and renewed the covenant. For the rest of
his life, they were faithful.



JeremiahOs Message

As a prophet, Jeremiah came onto the scene at about ca. 626 B.C. His work spanned the
reigns of Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoialehoiachin, and Zedekiah, and he was present at the
destruction of Jerusalem in 586. His work continued when the governor, Gedaliah, was
then appointed. When Gedaliah was assassinated, Jeremiah was taken, against his will, to
Egypt into exile. The times which Jeremiah lived and prophesied were the most

difficult, and his message was quite unpopular. It is not difficult to see why Jeremiah was
known as the weeping prophet. He endured much persecution and affliction, which itself
foreshadows the suffegrMessiah.

Jeremiah speaks directly to Judah during a time that should have been marked by
renewed faithfulness. Josiah had initiated great reforms, but they did not last much past
Josiah himself. Jeremiah, therefore, called upon the people to repantvdite guilty of

being in violation of GodOs covenant, and if they failed to repent they would suffer the
promised judgment, just as Israel in the north had to face so many years before. Even so,
Jeremiah still looked ahead to the hope that would be foutid Messiah. In that way,

his message matches the other prophets who focused on the same issues. Further, as is
typical of the other prophets, Jeremiah looks back to the book of Deuteronomy as the
primary text of the covenant. OReturn, O faithless®ateclares the Lord; For | am a

master to youEQ (3:14). Sadly, they did not return during JeremiahOs lifetime.

One of the unique aspects of Jeremiah is that the book Oprovides more insight into the
prophet himself than does any other prophetic book.i8*clear that Jeremiah had many
fears and suffered much for his work. God tells him up front1@)8

ODo not be afraid of them,

For | am with you to deliver you,O declares the Lord.

Then the Lord stretched out His hand and touched my mouth, andattiesaid to me,
OBehold, | have put My words in your mouth.

OSee, | have appointed you this day over the nations and over the kingdoms,
To pluck up and to break down,

To destroy and to overthrow,

To build and to plant.O

Jeremiah had to be ready to su#fethe hands of those who were unwilling to hear the
message of repentance. He is filled with lament over the sins of the people, and his
emotional anguish is evident:

OOh that my head were waters

And my eyes a fountain of tears,

That | might weep dayna night

For the slain of the daughter of my people!O (9:1)

For all of the indictments laid out against Judah, Jeremiah still looked forward to the days



of the Messiah. In one of the most well known messianic passages, Jeremiah points to the
New Covenant:

OBehold, days are coming,O declares the Lord, Owhen | will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the covenant which | made with their
fathers in the day | took them by the hand to bring them out of the laEdypt, My

covenant which they broke, although | was a husband to them,O declares the Lord. OBut
this is the covenant which | will make with the house of Israel after those days,O declares
the Lord, Ol will put My law within them and on their heart | wilte it; and | will be

their God, and they shall be My people. They will not teach again, each man his neighbor
and each man his brother, saying, OKnow the Lord,O for they will all know Me, from the
least of them to the greatest of them,O declaresitheQfor | will forgive their iniquity,

and their sin | will remember no more.O (3133)

The writer of Hebrews quotes from this passage and shows how the new covenant under
Christ was in fulfillment of this (Heb 813). In the same chapter of Jeremiabd
provides hope:

OThus says the Lord,

ORestrain your voice from weeping

And your eyes from tears;

For your work will be rewarded,O declares the Lord,

OAnNd they will return from the land of the enemy.

There is hope for your future,O declares the Lord,

OAnNd your children will return to their own territoryOO (vii7)L6

Jeremiah thusly looked ahead to the restoration in the land, but even further to the
restoration under the Messiah. That said, the book does focus a great deal on the
judgment that woud first take place. Before they would see any of the restoration
promises, they would first experience the loss of the land and their loss of GodOs
fellowship. Then they would be restored: OFor thus says the Lord, OWhen seventy years
have been completedrfBabylon, | will visit you and fulfill My good word to you, to

bring you back to this placeOO (29:10). God also promised that Babylon would be judged
for her wickedness.

Much more needs to be said about Jeremiah, of course. Through his own personal
suffering he preached a message of judgment and repentance. His lessons are still needed
today.

*Daniel HaysThe Message of the Propl@rand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010), 147.



The Last Kings of Judah

Judah had an opportunity beyond Israel to contimuthe land. Sadly, Judah watched her
sister Israel plunge into destruction, and then she followed suit (J€0)3:6

Consequently, Jeremiah prophesied that there would be period of 70 years in which Judah
would go into Babylonian captivity (Jer 23:B).In 605 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar took the

first group of captives from Judah to Babylon. Jerusalem itself would fall to destruction in
586 B.C., an event described by Jeremiah (ch. 52).

After Hezekiah reigned and set in order the reforms to help Judahickedvson

Manasseh took over and destroyed everything that had been gained. For several decades,
Manasseh practiced idolatry, including the evil of passing his children through the fire
(child sacrifice). Because he plunged Judah so deeply into ewlatllelynot recover

before being destroyed. ManassehOs son, Amon, was no better; he just didnOt reign very
long.

Then came Josiah. As previously seen, Josiah initiated a series of reforms that should have
helped the nation. Sadly, it was only temporarnpuyh Josiah personally was righteous,

the reforms did not ultimately penetrate the hearts of the people. As Jeremiah put it,
OJudah did not return to Me with all her heart, but rather in deceptionO (Jer 3:10). God
spared Josiah the pain of seeing what evbappen next, but very soon after JosiahOs

death in 609 B.C., Judah would be going into captivity.

Josiah had three sons and one grandson who reigned in Jerusalem. First, Jehoahaz
reigned for only 3 months. OHe did evil in the sight of the Lord, asgdaadall that his

fathers had doneO (2 Kgs 23:32). He was imprisoned by Pharaoh Neco of Egypt (who also
killed Josiah). Neco then put JosiahOs second son, Jehoiakim (a.k.a. Eliakim), on the
throne, and Jehoiakim paid tribute to Egypt. He would reignIorehrs, but he, too, did

evil in the sight of the Lord.

Jehoiakim was one of the kings who gave Jeremiah a difficult time. His attitude toward
Jeremiah and the word of God is seen in Jeremiah 36. Jeremiah had his scribe, Baruch,
write on a scroll the jpphecies about Judah and take it to Jehoiakim. JehoiakimOs officials
took it to him to read, but the king cut the scroll up and cast it into a fire (Jer. 36). The

scroll was replaced, but the attitude of Jehoiakim toward GodOs message was clearly one of
contempt.

Before JehoiakimOs reign ended, the Babylonians gained control of Judah, forcing
Jehoiakim to submit to Nebuchadnezzar, though he tried to rebel. When he died, his son,
Jehoiachin was made king. He also did evil, and he only lasted three nedatkshie

was taken as a captive into Babylon in 597 B.C. One interesting note about Jehoiachin is
that he was later treated with some kindness, and there is record of his being on the
rations list of Babylonian captives. The very end of Jeremiah recatdsettook his

meals in the kingOs presence and was given an allowance.



When Jehoiachin was taken, Nebuchadnezzar set Zedekiah (a.k.a. Mattaniah) on the

throne as a vassal. Zedekiah was JehoiachinOs uncle, JehoiakimOs brother, and JosiahOs son.
He reigred 11 years in Jerusalem, but was under the thumb of Babylon. The text tells us,

OHe did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that Jehoiakim had done. For

through the anger of the Lord this came about in Jerusalem and Judah until He cast them

out from His presenceO (2 Kings 24209. Zedekiah then tried to rebel against Babylon,

and what happened next was not pretty. 2 Kings 2%5tdscribes the scenario:

ONow in the ninth year of his reign, on the tenth day of the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon came, he and all his army, against Jerusalem, camped against it and built
a siege wall all around it. So the city was under siege until the eleventh year of King
Zedekiah. On the ninth day of the fourth month the famine was so severecityttiat

there was no food for the people of the land. Then the city was broken into, and all the
men of war fled by night by way of the gate between the two walls beside the kingOs
garden, though the Chaldeans were all around the city. And they wenalylyf the

Arabah. But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king and overtook him in the plains
of Jericho and all his army was scattered from him. Then they captured the king and
brought him to the king of Babylon at Riblah, and he passed sentence.drhiiyn
slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, then put out the eyes of Zedekiah and
bound him with bronze fetters and brought him to Babylon.O

Subsequently, the city of Jerusalem was burned to the ground, as was the temple, the
kingOs housea)dhall the great houses. All that the prophets had predicted concerning
Jerusalem happened. Jeremiah wrote about the fallen city in Lamentations. After this,
Gedaliah was made governor, but was soon assassinated. Jeremiah was taken to Egypt
into exile. Judh was indeed fallen. Even so, there was still hope. Restoration would be
coming.

! ! "%



DanielOs Message

Judah was now in captivity. Their sins had finally led them to this point. At the beginning
of the captivity, around 605 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar besiegsdl@emnand took some

young men who were to be trained to serve in the Babylonian kingOs court (Dan 1)
Among these youths were Daniel and three others. The king had choice food that he
wanted these youths to eat, Obut Daniel made up his mind that he wodddileo

himself with the kingOs choice food or with the wine which he drank; so he sought
permission from the commander of the officials that he might not defile himselfO (1:8).

God granted Daniel favor and compassion in the eyes of the commander@etl D

convinced him to let them eat vegetables and drink water for ten days. At the end of that
time, they were in better shape than those who ate the kingOs food. Daniel, with his friends
(Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah) showed more wisdom than all otreghey entered

the kingOs personal service.

What really set Daniel apart, in addition to his unwavering faithfulness, was his God

given ability to interpret dreams. Nebuchadnezzar had a troublesome dream that his own
wise men could not interpret, sabiel was called in. Daniel 2 records NebuchadnezzarOs
dream of a large statue made of different elements. Daniel was able to interpret the dream
and show that the different parts of the statue stood for differing kingdoms. Then, in the
dream, the stone #i struck and destroyed the statue stood for GodOs kingdom:

Oln the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be
destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an
end to all theskingdoms, but it will itself endure foreverO (Dan 2:44).

Daniel was promoted, and he played a prominent role in the court. His friends also made
a tremendous impact on the king because of their faithfulness (ch. 3). What all of this
pointed to was God@swer and rule. Chapter 4 describes more visions of
Nebuchadnezzar that were interpreted by Daniel. These visions meant that
Nebuchadnezzar would fall from pride and power. He would return, but he would finally
recognize Othat it is Heaven that ruleXB)4:

The dreams were fulfilled, and when Nebuchadnezzar came to his senses, he recognized
GodOs authority. This leads to a primary theme of Daniel: God rules in the kingdoms of
men. Nebuchadnezzar saw this and said:

Oblessed the Most High and praisedi lronored Him who lives forever;
For His dominion is an everlasting dominion,

And His kingdom endures from generation to generation.

All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing,

But He does according to His will in the host of heaven

And amang the inhabitants of earth;

And no one can ward off His hand



Or say to Him, OWhat have You done?O&3%4:34

ONow |, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt and honor the King of heaven, for all His works
are true and His ways just, and He is able to humble thosevalk in prideO (v. 37).

This theme stretches across the book of Daniel. Daniel himself was the living testimony of
the truth that God was in control. This is seen in the changing over of kingdoms (ch. 5),
DanielOs survival in the lionOs den (chné)he subsequent visions that demonstrate
GodOs sovereign power over the nations.

From chapters 7 to the end, Daniel contains a great deal of symbolism, and it was very
alarming to Daniel. Among these, Daniel saw the vision of the Son of Man figure:

OAnd He came up to the Ancient of Days

And was presented before Him.

And to Him was given dominion,

Glory and a kingdom,

That all the peoples, nations and men of every language
Might serve Him.

His dominion is an everlasting dominion

Which will not pass aay;

And His kingdom is one

Which will not be destroyed.O (%148)

The messianic implications are clear. Jesus, the Son of Man and Son of God, would rule
over His kingdom. The various visions that included beasts, rams, and goats would
represent variousations and rulers of the earth, including those among the Persians,
Greeks, and Romans. The unfolding of what would happen through the nations is
remarkably detailed and accurate.

Daniel also prays for the nation. Recognizing the sins of the peopledbght them

into captivity, Daniel prayed for forgiveness and healing. OO Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive!
O Lord, listen and take action! For Your own sake, O my God, do not delay, because Your
city and Your people are called by Your nameO (9:19). Daragidsspanswered by the

angel Gabriel.

At the end, a great statement of resurrection is found: OMany of those who sleep in the
dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and
everlasting contemptO (12:2; cf. Jo12829). There is far more in the book of Daniel

than can be easily summarized, but letOs remember for now that all of it supports the
point that God rules in the kingdoms of men, and His kingdom established through the
Messiah would crush all others.



EzekielOs Message

Ezekiel is one of the prophets of the Babylonian exile. Indications are that he would have
been among the captives taken in 597 B.C. He was still a relatively young man and
married, but his wife died while in captivity. While DanielGsage was to the

Babylonian administration, EzekielOs message was to the Jewish captives directly. The
time given by Ezekiel for when the word of the Lord came to him would be at about 592
B.C. (1:12).

The theme of the book of Ezekiel is, essentiakyiory of the Lord. The opening

visions of the book are about GodOs glory. They would have been overwhelming to
behold. Imagine a storm with bright light flashing. Figures resembling four living beings
appear. They had humdike forms, but with four wigs. The face of each looked like a
man, a lion, a bull, and an eagle. Two wings were spread out to touch one another, and
the other two wings covered their bodies. In their midst were burning coals, lit up,
darting back and forth while the living beingscaran Oto and fro like bolts of lightningO
(1:14). Each had a wheel next to them, full of eyes, and they moved with the creatures.
Over their heads was an expanse, then a sound like the voice of the Almighty, then a
throne. A figure appears, lit up withdiance, and this was the Glory of Yahweh. Ezekiel
fell to his face.

That opening scene sets the stage for the rest of the book (compare with Isaiah 6 and
Revelation). God then called Ezekiel and told him:

Ol am sending you to them who are stubbothabstinate children, and you shall say to
them, OThus says the Lord God.O As for them, whether they listéhfor ihety are a
rebellious houdé they will know that a prophet has been among them. And you, son of
man, neither fear them nor fear their werdhough thistles and thorns are with you and
you sit on scorpions; neither fear their words nor be dismayed at their presence, for they
are a rebellious house. But you shall speak My words to them whether they listen or not,
for they are rebellious.O4)

Ezekiel was given the commission to be a OwatchmanO to the house of Israel, to give them
the warnings they needed to hear. As with other prophets, his was a message of
repentance. In a nutshell, the message is this: if the wicked man turns froonesske

he can be blessed. If the righteous man turns from righteousness, he will die (see ch. 3).

In chapters 47, Ezekiel speaks of the coming destruction of Jerusalem. Bearing in mind
that Ezekiel began in 592 B.C., and Jerusalem was destroyed i€ 586eBe is some

time in which he can address that coming situation. Why would Jerusalem be destroyed?
Because Oshe has rebelled against My ordinances more wickedly than the nations and
against My statutes more than the lands which surround her; fohthayrejected My
ordinances and have not walked in My statutesO (5:6).

Sadly, for all the wickedness practiced by GodOs people, His glory would leave the temple



(ch. 10). We find one of the saddest description of this process in chapter 10. OThen the
glory of the Lord departed from the threshold of the templeEO (v. 18). What had long
been feared finally happened, and it happened only because the people failed to keep
GodOs covenant, then failed to repent when they had the opportunity.

A great deal ofysnbolism permeates Ezekiel, and this is part of what serves as the
background to the New Testament book of Revelation. Even so, the message is clear.
Israel was in captivity because they followed the path of sin and rebellion. Yet, there
would still be hop in the future. After the fall of Jerusalem, there is restoration to come.

One of the great pictures of restoration is found in chapter 37, wherein we find that great
depiction of the valley of dry bones and resurrection. Ezekiel is taken to thiswettey

he sees all of these dry bones spread out. He prophesied over the bones and they began to
pull back together, with sinew and then flesh. Then life is breathed into them. This
represented what God would do with His people. Israel and Judah woedried and

one day the Davidic kingdom would be restored (through Christ). GodOs dwelling place
would once again be with His people.

By the end of the book, the focus is back on the temple. OThen he led me to the gate, the
gate facing toward the eastgabehold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from

the way of the east. And His voice was like the sound of many waters; and the earth shone
with His glory (43:42). The temple and city are rebuilt, and the final words are these:
OYahweh is there€835). Restoration is complete.

As a final thought, bear in mind that Christians now comprise GodOs temple (Eph 2:19
22). We are part of this great restoration who serve under the Davidic King Jesus, and our
job is to glorify Him (1 Pet 2:9). What a parful mission!



Lament for Jerusalem

After all of the warnings that had been given by prophets like Jeremiah and Ezekiel, the

city of Jerusalem would finally fall in ca. 586 B.C. OThe city has been takenO (Ezek 33:21).
The captain of NebuchadnezzarOs/aNebuzaradan, Oburned the house of the Lord, the
kingOs house, and all the houses of Jerusalem; even every great house he burned with fire.
So all the army of the Chaldeans who were with the captain of the guard broke down the
walls around Jerusalem. Ththe rest of the people who were left in the city and the

deserters who had deserted to the king of Babylon and the rest of the people,

Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away into exileO (2 Kinf$)2S68me of

the poorest of the land wert to be be Ovinedressers and plowmenO (v. 12). Zedekiah

was taken, and Gedaliah was made governor of the area, though he would be assassinated.

Imagine how Jeremiah felt after all of this. For years he had poured himself out in GodOs
service trying t@et the people to listen and repent. He was persecuted, threatened, and
lived a life of sorrows. Even though he knew people wouldnOt listen, he continued boldly
proclaiming the truth about the people and the city. Even so, the destruction still came
just & prophesied. Jeremiah had every right to be angry and sorrowful at the same time.
His sorry is most prominent, and we hear the great sorrow manifested in what we know
as the book of Lamentations. The opening words tell the story of desolation:

How loney sits the city

That was full of people!

She has become like a widow

Who was once great among the nations!

She who was a princess among the provinces
Has become a forced laborer!

She weeps bitterly in the night

And her tears are on her cheeks;

She has nont comfort her

Among all her lovers.

All her friends have dealt treacherously with her;
They have become her enemies.

Judah has gone into exile under affliction

And under harsh servitude;

She dwells among the nations,

But she has found no rest;

All her pusuers have overtaken her

In the midst of distress. (Lam 13}

Why did this happen? By this time the story should be well known: sin and the failure to
repent. Israel in the north was destroyed because of their unfaithfulness to the covenant.
Judah sawt happen, yet still followed in the very same path despite the warnings {Jer 3:6

10). Jerusalem fell because she Osinned greatlyO and became an Ounclean thingO (1:8). Both

Jeremiah and Ezekiel had gone into great detail about the nature of the sine of thos



Jerusalem. The idolatry, injustices, and ritualism had finally caught up with them. None
of what happened next should have been a surprise. God spelled it out, and He kept His
word. JeremiahOs distress and sorrow was in full view.

They have heard #t | groan;

There is no one to comfort me;

All my enemies have heard of my calamity;
They are glad that You have done it (1:21).

The message of the prophets did contain hard words of judgment. God meant business
when He warned them, and they should havewn better. Yet the prophetic messages
also contained words of hope, restoration, and renewal, all of which would culminate in
the coming of the Messiah. Hope, as with judgment, was based upon the faithfulness of
God. If God said it would happen, it wdutappen.

This | recall to my mind,

Therefore | have hope.

The LordOs lovingkindnesses indeed never cease,
For His compassions never fail.

They are new every morning;

Great is Your faithfulness.

OThe Lord is my portion,O says my soul,
OTherefore | havepe in Him.O

The Lord is good to those who wait for Him,
To the person who seeks Him.

It is good that he waits silently

For the salvation of the Lord. (3:26)

Ezekiel, likewise, pointed to better days (34:32 God would indeed restore His people,
but it would be several years yet before He made that happen. Jeremiah ended his
lamentations with a recognition of GodOs rule and a plea for that restoration to come:

You, O Lord, rule forever,

Your throne is from generation to generation.

Why do You forgt us forever?

Why do You forsake us so long?

Restore us to You, O Lord, that we may be restored,;
Renew our days as of old,

Unless You have utterly rejected us

And are exceedingly angry with us. (529

While sin keeps us from God, He does reach orgdtmre through Christ. Thank God
for His lovingkindness!



Hope for Restoration

The prophets were known for telling the people that they had broken GodOs covenant. As
the time came for the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C., Jeremiah and Ezekiel were

clear about this. Jeremiah said, OThey have turned back to the iniquities of their ancestors
who refused to hear My words, and they have gone after other gods to serve them; the
house of Israel and the house of Judah have broken My covenant which | mateiwith
fathersO (Jer 9:10). Ezekiel, likewise, said, OFor thus says the Lord God, Ol will also do with
you as you have done, you who have despised the oath by breaking the covenantOO (Ezek
16:59). This is why Jerusalem fell, and this is why the peoplewecdptivity. They

broke the covenant and refused to repent, but thatOs not the end of the story.

The prophets interspersed the messages of judgment and repentance with glimpses of
hope. This hope would be found both in the initial return from cagtand in the future
coming of the Messiah. Jeremiah spoke of the new covenant that would be made (31:31
34), and he also spoke of the hope of initial restoration:

OFor thus says the Lord, OWhen seventy years have been completed for Babylon, | will visit
you and fulfill My good word to you, to bring you back to this place. For | know the plans

that | have for you,O declares the Lord, Oplans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a
future and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and come and pray,tarddd will listen

to you. You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. | will

be found by you,0 declares the Lord, Oand | will restore your fortunes and will gather you
from all the nations and from all the places where | daven you,0 declares the Lord,

Oand | will bring you back to the place from where | sent you into exile. OO {14y 29:10

God would bring His people back out of the captivity and restore them to their place. To
illustrate the power of this hope, letéarn briefly to a couple of the visions of Ezekiel:

1. Ezekiel 37 describes the valley of the dry bones. The point of this was to point to the
future restoration of the people, to bring them to life once again. Only God would have
the power to do this.

2. Then, Ezekiel spends much time on the restoration of the temple from chapter 40 and
following. This included sacrifices, the priesthood, and the ordinances. Most importantly,

it was a depiction of the return of GodOs glory and presence in and ampagyite.

OThen | heard one speaking to me from the house, while a man was standing beside me.
He said to me, OSon of man, this is the place of My throne and the place of the soles of My
feet, where | will dwell among the sons of Israel foreverEOO (Ex@ék)}43

Ultimately, these restoration promises are fulfilled in Jesus the Messiah. Ezekiel ends his
message with the words, OThe Lord is thereO (Ezek 48:35). This is echoed in the promise
of Isaiah, that the son to be born is Immanuel, God with us (1da Matt 1:23). Jesus

was God manifested in the flesh, and He OdweltO (tabernacled) among us, demonstrating
the glory of God (John 1:14, 18).



Waiting for the fulfillment of hope is difficult. GodOs people needed patience, especially
when they didnOt uatstand exactly what GodOs purposes aneftame were going to

be. The prophets themselves often wanted to understand and know more than they did
(see 1 Peter 1:11P). Yet they needed to be still and wait on the Lord (recall HabakkukOs
message).

As Jeemiah walked through the broken down and burned city of Jerusalem, he was
deeply sorrowful and downtrodden. Yet even in the midst of this, he could recall the
words that would help provide a sense of hope. He knew that judgment had to happen,
but he alsavas well aware of the promises of restoration. Couple that with the fact that
God is always faithful to His word, and we know why he could say this:

This | recall to my mind,

Therefore | have hope.

The LordOs lovingkindnesses indeed never cease,
For Hiscompassions never fail.

They are new every morning;

Great is Your faithfulness.

OThe Lord is my portion,O says my soul,
OTherefore | have hope in Him. (Lam 222}

For GodOs people today, we are also aware of judgment to come (AG$)1F3én so,

we serve the Lord in hope because we have been born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (1 Peb)1.8/ith this hope in place, we can

endure the difficulties of the present and future, knowing something far seti@ming.

OFor here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city which is to comeO (Heb
13:14).



Overview of Job

The book of Job is unique among all the books of Scripture, probing questions
concerning suffering and God in ways that norteeotdo. The events of the book may

date to the time of Abraham or before, during what we typically know as the OPatriarchal
age,O and prior to the giving of the Law of Moses. No one knows for sure when it was
written, or who exactly wrote it. Yet its chetex and content is a powerful and inspired
testimony to GodOs greatness and wisdom.

Job lived in a place called Uz. He is described as a man who was Oblameless, upright,
fearing God and turning away from evil.O He was also a very wealthy man, @tbisofreat
all the men in the eastO (Job3).1lt seems that Job had it all, and he wasnOt taking it for
granted as he continually served God.

JobOs story is told in a way that gives the reader more information than Job had. Job could
not see behind the eses. He did not know about SatanOs plan to attempt to make Job

turn from God. Satan stood before God making accusations against Job as being one who
served God only because it paid him to do so (JebQ):9f Job were to lose his

possessions and famitiien he would curse God, Satan argued. God expressed

confidence in Job and allowed the testing, and Job responded by worshiping God. Satan
then argued that if Job himself were to suffer, then he would curse God. God allowed
Satan to test Job by not on&king his possessions and family, but also by causing great
physical suffering for Job himself. This sets the scene for the rest of the book.

Job lost his children, but his wife remained, and she told him to curse God and die. She
was no help to Job inithsituation. Then Job had three friends who came to comfort him.
They sat silent for seven days before they spoke up, but when they did speak up, they were
little help to Job due to their own faulty assumptions about suffering and God. From

chapter thre@n, the book records the conversations that took place between Job, his
friends, Elihu, and God.

Job was suffering tremendous pain emotionally and physically. He had lost his children
and possessions. He was in a terrible state physically. His wifdchaiintdo curse God

and die. His friends would begin to accuse him of sin. How would our faith hold up
under such circumstances? What would we say to another who suffered like this? What
would we want to say to God?

JobOs friends appeared to have godidesoAfter all, how many would travel their

distance and sit for a week without saying anything in order to comfort one in pain? Job,
however, broke the silence. He spoke against the day he was born, expressing his deep
turmoil. This opened the door fdine friends to speak up and express their views about
the reason Job was suffering. The pattern is that the friends speak, then Job answers.
There are three rounds in which this happens.

The theological position of the three friends is that sufferingtised by oneOs personal
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sin. Since Job was suffering so greatly, then he must have done something horrible or
committed some terrible sins. It only made sense to them that this was the case, and from
their perspective, they were pleading with Job to cerified repent if he wanted to avoid
further suffering. Job, however, knew better, defending his innocence against their
charges. He didnOt know why he was suffering, but he knew he wasnOt guilty of what they
were charging. It appears that one of JobOsraed| was to adjust his own view of

suffering. Though he expressed continued faith in God, he did question GodOs justice and
wondered why God had allowed this to happen to him.

Elihu, a younger man listening to the discussion, stepped in to defend Goebaike

Job. Finally, God Himself appeared and spoke, showing that none of them knew as much
as they thought they did. He humbled them all and began to question Job: OOWhere were
you when | laid the foundation of the earth? Tell Me, if you have undeirstgh@38:4).

The book deals with the problem of suffering, but does not give us all the answers we may
like to have. Instead of God telling Job why he was suffering, God tells Job that he doesnOt
know all the factors and reasons why He may allow cehizigs to happen. The answer

is to trust God who remains in control and can make things work out even through great
difficulties. Even now, we need to trust God in His wisdom and power to do what is right.

In the end, Job repented of his false conclusiodshis questioning of GodOs justice, and

he was restored to a greater position than before.

Job remains a great book of comfort. Yet itOs greatest feature is to give us a renewed
perspective on God. OAs for me, | know that my Redeemer lives.O
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Returning from Captivity

Babylon had been a strong nation for a short time, but they, too, would be judged by God.
Nebuchadnezzar witnessed the power and rule of God first hand. He knew of DanielOs
ability to interpret dreams (Dan 2), and he saw what happeneul inehtried to put

Shadrach, Meshach, and Adednego to death (Dan 3). He also lost his own power for a
time until he finally came to the realization that Yahweh really did reign in the kingdoms
of men (Dan 4). Yet soon after NebuchadnezzarOs death, Balyloatian would

collapse. Daniel 5 records the Owriting on the wallO when Belshazzar was throwing a
party, and that very night the Med®ersians took Babylon with little resistance. Even

after the change of empires, Daniel played an important role inwhatl happen. God
continued to demonstrate His power through Daniel by keeping Daniel safe in the lionOs
den and making the future of the nations known. The era of Babylon was over, and a new
era for GodOs people and the nations would begin. GodOepastdluntact.

Isaiah had long before prophesied of Cyrus, the ruler of the Persian Empire (Isa 44:24
45:7). Cyrus was anointed by God to fulfill a specific task in GodOs purposes. Specifically,
Cyrus would be the one to issue the decree that allGed@®s people to return back to

the land. Further, the time given by Jeremiah (25:11) was also coming to an end. The time
had come for restoration to begin.

Shortly after Cyrus took over in ca. 538 B.C., he issued a decree that would profoundly
affect Isael:

OThus says Cyrus king of Persia: The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the
kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is
in Judah. Whoever is among you of all his people, may his God be with ditat hm

go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the Lord, the God of
IsraeN he is the God who is in Jerusalem. And let each survivor, in whatever place he
sojourns, be assisted by the men of his place with silver and gold, edthaya with

beasts, besides freewill offerings for the house of God that is in Jerusalem.O4fFzra 1:2

While Cyrus was not a worshiper only of Yahweh, he still saw himself as an agent for
Yahweh in bringing about this circumstance for them to returniéir homeland. Yet he

did not just tell them to go then bid them good riddance. He gave them assistance and
returned to them items that belonged to the temple. Cyrus authorized them to go home
and rebuild the temple, giving them the freedom to worshepLibrd as they had

previously done.

Over 42,000 Jews would return to the land under the leadership of the appointed
governor, Sheshbazzar (perhaps another name for Zerubbabel). When they arrived, some
immediately began to give free will offerings towtaedrebuilding of the temple (Ezra

2:6869). The priests, levites, and others began to settle Oin their towns, and all the rest of
Israel in their townsO (Ezra 2:70). With Joshua, the high priest, Othey built the altar of the
God of Israel, to offer burmfferings on it, as it is written in the Law of Moses the man of
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GodO (Ezra 3:2). They had an immediate concern for following the Law, but all of it was
still Oaccording to the grant that they had from Cyrus king of PersiaO (3:7).

They started the proce®f rebuilding the temple itself by first laying the foundation

(Ezra 3:10). As this was done, there was joy and praise as they did these according to the
directions of David. OThey sang, praising and giving thanks to the Lord, saying, OFor He is
good, br His lovingkindness is upon Israel forever.O And all the people shouted with a
great shout when they praised the Lord because the foundation of the house of the Lord
was laidO (Ezra 3:10).

There was both joy and sorrow at this occasion. The older who had seen the first
temple wept, knowing what had been, while others shouted for joy. The sound was loud
and indistinguishable between the weeping and the shouting.

Trouble was soon the horizon, however. Some of the old enemies of Judah heard what
was happening, and they approached Zerubbabel about participating. Zerubbabel
responded, OYou have nothing in common with us in building a house to our God; but we
ourselves will together build to the Lord God of Israel, as King Cyrus, the king of Persia
has commanded usO (Ezra 4:3). Consequently, Othe people of the land discouraged the
people of Judah, and frightened them from building, and hired counselors against them
to frustrate their counsel all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until thefreign o

Darius king of PersiaO (vw5% As a result, GodOs people stopped the building project,

and it sat for several years before they would return to it.

Not all was lost. God still had more to say about His plans for His people.



Rebuilding the Temple

Cyrus of Persia authorized the initial return for GodOs people from Babylonian captivity
shortly after taking Babylon. He specifically was allowing them to return home so that
they could rebuild their temple (Ezra 1:4). Under Zerubbabel, they did retdrstaried

by laying the foundation of the temple. However, due to problems involving those who
were already there in the land, the construction came to a halt. This resulted in several
years in which the building of the temple project was frozen. Nothasghappening.

Later, when they did start rebuilding again, more opposition came. By this time, Cyrus
was gone and King Darius (not to be confused with the Darius mentioned in Daniel) had
to reconfirm the order that Cyrus had given over a decade eBdigus issued his own
decree, and work on the temple in Jerusalem started once again.

The work, however, was not just about what the Persians allowed. Ezra records, Othe
elders of the Jews were successful in building through the prophesying of Haggai the
prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they finished building according to the
command of the God of Israel and the decree of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes king of
PersiaO (6:14). Note the credit given to the prophets Haggai and Zechariah. L&®s overv
these prophets.

Haggai

Haggai began his work in the second year of Darius of Persia, and his message was given
to Zerubbabel (the governor) and Joshua (the high priest). His was a narrow,
straightforward message: get up from your complacency arnad getk on the temple!

Haggai exposed their priorities as being more focused on themselves rather than on God.

OThus says the Lord of hosts, OThis people says, OThe time has not come, even the time for
the house of the Lord to be rebuilt. OO Then tlieofitine Lord came by Haggai the

prophet, saying, Ols it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses while this
house lies desolate?® Now therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts, OConsider your ways!O0O
(Hag 1:25)

Consideis an important termused at least four times in the book (1:5, 7; 2:15, 18). They
needed to think seriously about what they were doing. God promised that He would still
be with them (1:13), and the people listened: Othey came and worked on the house of the
Lord of hosts, thie GodO (1:14).

Though the glory of new physical temple would not match the old, the Lord was still with

them. OMy Spirit is abiding in your midst; do not fear!O (2:5) Then, God tells them, OOThe
latter glory of this house will be greater than the fof@eays the Lord of hosts, Oand in

this place | will give peace,O declares the Lord of hostsOO (2:9). The messianic message here
rings loud and clear. By the end, Zerubbabel becomes a type of the coming Messiah.



Zechariah

Zechariah means, OYahweh remersl® His message begins with a strong appeal: OThe
Lord was very angry with your fathers. Therefore say to them, OThus says the Lord of
hosts, OReturn to Me,O declares the Lord of hosts, Othat | may return to you,O says the
Lord of hosts.00 ¢B)2He plads with them not to be like their forefathers who had

refused to listen to the warnings of the prophets. God had dealt with the people exactly as
promised, and now was the time for restoration.

Recall that the temple was supposed to be about the peesfe@od, so rebuilding the
temple was important for reestablishing that idea. Zechariah encourages the people
through a series of visions indicating that restoration and justice would be established
once again. Judgment would be rendered against evd,doet they would overcome to
be able to finish the temple.

By the end of the first section, several important messages have surfaced:

First, there is the symbolic unifying of the priesthood with the kingshipl@®:9The
OBranchO (the Messiah) isus&d as a priest sitting on His throne so that Othe counsel of
peace will be between the two officesO (v. 13).

Second, justice and mercy were still major concerns. ODispense true justice and practice
kindness and compassion each to his brotherO (7sXheanessage, and the prior
generation didnOt listen. Now they had an opportunity to change.

Third, there would be future restoration, a message again filled with messianic overtones.
OThus says the Lord, Ol will return to Zion and will dwell in tfst afiderusalem. Then
Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth, and the mountain of the Lord of hosts will be
called the Holy MountainOO (8:3).

In the latter part of the book (chs.19), there are many connections to the Messiah, and
the gospels quofeom these. For example, we should recognize this:

ORejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you;

He is just and endowed with salvation,
Humble, and mounted on a donkey,

Even on a ctlthe foal of a donkey.O (9:9)

Together, Haggai and Zechariah were successful in helping get the people back to work
and get the temple finished.



Esther

EstherOs place in history is significant, though perhaps underrated. She appeared on the
scene dung the reign of the Persian King Ahasuerus (also known as Xerxes or, as the
LXX has it, Artaxerxes). He was the son of Darius the Great and reigned from ca. 486 to
465 B.C. This was about 100 years after the temple was destroyed, and about 30 years
after t was rebuilt in Jerusalem. This would have been a few years before Ezra returned to
Jerusalem (ca. 458 B.C.) and Nehemiah returned to rebuild the city walls (ca. 445 B.C.).
The book, overall, demonstrates how Esther filled a vital role in helping tihea\svs

from a devious attempt at annihilation.

One of the issues often raised from the book of Esther is that the name of God does not
appear. However, that should not be mistaken for thinking that God is not present in the
actions that take place. Tieecan be little doubt that this book is about GodOs providence
in sparing His people from almost certain destruction. In that sense, the book mirrors
other failed attempts in history to destroy GodOs people.

Esther was a beautiful, young Jewish lady vétbno expectations to rise to such a great
position as Queen of Persia. What brought about the circumstances that allowed Esther to
be so influential? The text tells us that the king gave a fancy banquet, and the wine was
plentiful. Queen Vashti also gaa banquet for women. On the seventh day of the

banquet, his heart Omerry with wine,O the king ordered Vashti to come in and display her
beauty. She refused, and the king, in his anger, banished Vashti from his presence.

Shortly after, they began seanthfor another young, beautiful woman to be the Queen.

At this point we are introduced to Mordecai, a descendant of one who had been taken as
a captive from Jerusalem. He had charge over Esther (Hadassah), for she was a relative
but had no mother or fatlmeo take care of her. She was one of the young ladies to be
brought before the king. She become quite favored among the women and was taken in
by the king. However, her national identity as a Jew was hidden because Mordecai told
her not to tell, and he atinued checking on her welfare. Since the king loved Esther

more than all the others, he made her his Queen.

At this point, we are told about a plot to kill the king. Mordecai happened to overhear the
plans. He told Esther, and she informed the kinglardecaiOs name (2:22). The

perpetrators were found and put to death, and all of this, including MordecaiOs name, was
written in the kingOs chronicles. This sets the stage for the rest of the narrative.

Enter Haman, a man who rose in the ranks of authawver all the princes to become the
kingOs righhand man. When he went out, he expected people to bow down to him.

After all, the kind had ordered it. However, Mordecai refused to bow because he was a
Jew (think of what the Law taught), and this cad$@ehan to be furious. Rather than just
punish Mordecai, he Osought to destroy all the JewsO (3:7). The plot was turned into a law,
and the decree went out Oto destroy, to kill and to annihilate all the JewsO on a particular
day. This could not be overturthe



Mordecai learned about this and was very sorrowful over it. He was able to inform Esther
about the plans, and she was reluctant at first to try to see the king about it. Mordecai
reminded her: ODo not imagine that you in the kingOs palace can mpoapedhan all

the Jews. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the
Jews from another place and you and your fatherOs house will perish. And who knows
whether you have not attained royalty for such a time asxt{&234)

Esther responded positively and resolved to do something about it, regardless of the
consequences. Esther invited both the king and Haman to two banquets. Haman was
proud, but again when he saw Mordecai became angry. He decided to try to kill
Mordecai. With the advise of his wife, Haman made large gallows on which to hang
Mordecai.

One night, the king could not sleep. By reading his chronicles, MordecaiOs name came up
and the king determined to honor him. He asked Haman how a man shoulchbetip

and Haman described what should be done thinking the king was talking about him.

When it turned out to be about Mordecai, Haman was mortified as he had to carry out

the honor.

At the second banquet, Esther revealed that HamanOs plot would liespegple.

Haman was declared an enemy, and was hanged on his own gallows; Mordecai was given
HamanOs position. The Jews were allowed to protect themselves, and they were spared.
Esther showed great wisdom and courage. Because of the events recoiddmbokih

the Feast of Purim was instituted, and is still observed.

Ironies abound in Esther. God was clearly active in the events, and they show how God
can use individuals to accomplish great things for His people.



Ezra, Nehemiah, and Malachi

Jeremia had prophesied 70 years of captivity for the Jews. The captivity began ca. 606

605 BC, and for about the next 70 years, GodOs people would be exiled in Babylon because
of their sins. The Babylonian empire was overtaken by the fRedkans. When Cyrus

became king, he issued a declaration of restoration for the Jews that would free them up

to return to Jerusalem and start rebuilding what they had lost. This decree from Cyrus
fulfilled IsaiahOs prophecy some many years earlier (Isad84t26The returna

Jerusalem started ca. 5386 BC.

After the temple was rebuilt, the work in Jerusalem was not yet done. More men would
help influence the direction of the people under GodOs care. Here are three significant
voices during this time:

Ezra

Ezra the pest returned to Jerusalem in about 458 BC., some 80 years after the initial
decree from Cyrus (and just shortly after the time of Esther). EzraOs mission was to
reform the spiritual condition of the people, to teach the law of God, and restore proper
worshp (see 7:10). He is often credited with recording and bringing together much of the
Old Testament Scriptures.

Ezra discusses the time of the initial restoration. Under the leadership of Zerubbabel, the
appointed governor, many of the people returneBatestine and started rebuilding the
temple. Because of opposition, they stopped building for about 15 years. Under the
urging of Haggai and Zechariah, and with the support of Darius the Persian King, they
finally finished the temple in about 516 BC.

When Ezra arrived, he found the spiritual condition of the people unacceptable. Many of
the priests and leaders had entered into marriages that God had forbidden. They married
idolatrous, foreign wives, and were in danger of being right back in the contigpn

were in before captivity. Under EzraOs leadership, this was remedied, and the people could
get back on the right path once again.

Nehemiah

Just a few years after Ezra returned to reform the spiritual condition of the Jews,
Nehemiah returned to relld the walls of the city (ca. 4425 BC). Together, Ezra and
Nehemiah helped to restore the spiritual and political state of the Jews.

Nehemiah was a cupbearer to the king of Persia. He heard that the walls of Jerusalem
were still laid waste, and thietibled him greatly. As he stood before the king, the king
noticed his sadness, and asked what the problem was. Nehemiah prayed to God first, then
told the king. The king, Artaxerxes, granted Nehemiah leave to go to Jerusalem and
oversee the work of rebdihg the walls of the city. In fact, Nehemiah became governor of

! I )"



the area for a time.

Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem and saw what was needed. It would be a formidable task,
but with GodOs help, and the willingness of the people to work, they could asfctmepli

job. They set their minds to the work, though they were opposed. People from the
outlying areas ridiculed, mocked, and threatened. Yet Nehemiah kept right on with his
work, refusing to let anyone else stop what he was there to accomplish. He told hi
detractors: OThe God of heaven will give us success; therefore we His servants will arise
and build, but you have no portion, right or memorial in JerusalemO (2:20). It was this
mindset that made the people successful. They finished their work in andisgp52

days!

Of all the great characteristics of Nehemiah, perhaps the most notable is the fact that he
was a man of prayer. His faith in God played a vital role in his accomplishments. ThatOs a
lesson we all need to learn.

Malachi

Malachi means Qmmessenger.O He is usually considered to be a contemporary of
Nehemiah (ca. 430 BC) because what he describes fits with Nehemiah and the general
postexilic period. A primary problem that he addresses has to do with the way that
worship was being corrupde The dialogues in the book make it clear that God was not
happy with the way they were treating Him. The issue here wasnOt idolatry, but rather a
failure on their part to worship Him properly, reverently, and according to their best
efforts. GodOs comipiais seen here:

OA son honors his father, and a servant his master. Then if | am a father, where is My
honor? And if | am a master, where is My respect?O says the Lord of hosts to you, O
priests who despise My nameO (1:6).

They apparently argueed WiGod about this assessment, but they had nothing on which

to stand. The priests were not teaching properly, and as a result, Oyou have caused many
to stumble by the instructionO (2:8). They had been breaking their covenants and
divorcing their spouses (@-16). Their actions were such that they were committing
injustices and robbing God (3:8). They needed to repent once again.

God promises to remember those who feared Him. He then ends with an admonition to
follow the Law of Moses (4:4) and to waittfee coming of Elijah, who would Orestore

the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathersO
(4:56). The promised Messiah would come.



The Messiah is Born

OBut as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,

Too little to be amog the clans of Judah,

From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel.
His goings forth are from long ago,

From the days of eternity.O (Mic 5:2)

OTherefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and
bear a sorand she will call His name ImmanuelO (Isa 7:14).

OFor a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us;

And the government will rest on His shoulders;

And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace,
On the throne of David and over his kingdom,

To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness

From then on and forevermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish tigsa 9:8)

The time had come. God had been preparing the people for the Messiah since the very
first prophecy after sin had entered the world (Gen 3:15). The prophets had looked ahead
to this very time: OAnd likewise, all the prophets who have spiakarSamuel and his
successors onward, also announced these daysO (Acts 3:24).

However, the prophets did not understand exactly how it would all happen. Peter notes:

OAs to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you
made careful searches and inquiries, seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of
Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories
to follow. It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselvgsuput these

things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to
you by the Holy Spirit sent from heavwethings into which angels long to lookO (1 Pet
1:1012).

Even so, Jesus Christ is the clear fulfillment of allGbdthad promised. This promise

He would fulfill through a young woman named Mary. Joseph, her betrothed, was told

not to be afraid to take her as his wife: Ofor the Child who has been conceived in her is of
the Holy Spirit. She will bear a Son; and yallsfall His name Jesus, for He will save His
people from their sinsO (Matt 1:20).

This was not just anyone. This was God manifested in the flesh, the One through whom

all had been made (John-E)L OAnd the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and
we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truthO
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(John 1:14).

When Jesus was born, the announcement was made, appropriately enough, to shepherds.
An angel brought Otidings of great joyO because Otoday indh®aitig there has been

born for you a Savior, who is Christ the LordO (Luke 21J0OANnd suddenly there

appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, OGlory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men withnvide is pleasedOO (w. 13

14). So great was the birth of Jesus that even kings from the east recognized it and
worshiped Jesus: OAfter coming into the house they saw the Child with Mary His mother;
and they fell to the ground and worshiped HImO (Matt)2:11

At eight days, Jesus was presented at the temple. A righteous and devout man named
Simon was Olooking for the consolation of Israel,O and by the Holy Spirit he was told he
would not die before seeing Othe LordOs ChristO (LuRé€)3388en he took gas into

his arms, he praised God, saying, Omy eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have
prepared in the presence of all peoples, a Light of revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory
of Your people IsraelO (vv-3B). Likewise, a prophetess at theglEmAnna, gave

Othanks to God, and continued to speak of Him to all those who were looking for the
redemption of JerusalemO (v. 38).

Indeed, the birth of Jesus Christ meant that the salvation promised so long before was
finally coming to fruition. His ames was called OJesus, for He will save His people from
their sinsO (Matt 1:21). Jesus came into this world set for the task of procuring salvation
for all who, by faith, would come to Him. Jesus was not just a plan. Hieepts. He
wasnOt just any yade washeway. He is still the only way.

Ol am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through MeO
(John 14:6).

By coming as a man into this world, He could then taste death for all, and thereby provide
the means for igiveness of sins through the shedding of His blood (Heb1B18:22).

Praise God that He is always faithful to His word, and that He is merciful and desires the
fellowship of those made in His image!
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JesusO Early Work

MalachiOs last words, and tho§the Old Testament, promise to send OElijah,0 who

would Orestore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to
their fathersO (Mal 4:6). The New Testament clearly recognizes John the Immerser as the
one who fulfilled trs promise: Olt is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the

spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers back to the children, and the
disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for the
LordQLuke 1:17). This fits with IsaiahOs prophecy as well (1s5)40:3

John did come before Jesus to prepare the way (M&3).3e pointed to Jesus as the

OLamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!O (John 1:29) He recognized that he
must decreasehile Jesus increased. One of the reasons that John came baptizing was so
that Jesus Omight be manifested to IsraelO (v. 31). Jesus came to John to be baptized, not
because He was guilty of sin, but rather Oto fulfill all righteousnessO (Matt 3:36)% As Je
was baptized, the Father spoke from heaven and the Spirit descended as a dove upon
Him. This identified Jesus as the Messiah from heaven. His baptism was also a way of
signaling what He was going tolld@ was a foreshadowing of His death, burial, and
resurrection (see Romans-&as well).

After the baptism, Jesus was led into the wilderness to be tempted (Matt 4; Luke 4). By
overcoming and appealing to what is written in the Law, Jesus demonstrated that He
fulfilled all that God intended for Israg¢le overcame where Israel fell. In doing so, He
became the perfect example for all.

Jesus went to the synagogue at Nazareth, His home town, where He was given the scroll
of Isaiah to read. He read from Isaiah 61:

OThe Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,

Beause He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor.
He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives,

And recovery of sight to the blind,

To set free those who are oppressed,

To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.O (Luke ¥0)18

He closed the sall, gave it to the attendant, and said, OToday this Scripture has been
fulfilled in your hearingO (v. 21). Here, the people were Ospeaking well of Him, and
wondering at the gracious words which were falling from His lipsO (v. 22). Even so, He
anticipatedrejection, and it would not be long before people were angry at what He said
and did.

He began performing miracles, demonstrating that He was indeed the Son of God. He
had a right to speak with authority, and this is seen early on in what Matthewsrétaird
which is traditionally called, OThe Sermon on the MountO (MAit/& the end of the
OSermonO (which likely includes many points that Jesus taught multiple times in multiple
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places), Matthew tells us, OWhen Jesus had finished these words, deever@amazed
at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their
scribesO (7:28). What was Jesus teaching about?

Jesus taught about the kingdom of God (think rule or reign of God). Mark records Jesus

as saying, OThee is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in

the gospelO (1:15). The Sermon on the Mount is filled with kingdom teaching. The
Beatitudes begin with, OBlessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heavenO
(Matt 5:3). From there, Jesus taught about the character of those who submit themselves
to GodOs rule. So important is the kingdom that it is to be sought above all else: OBut seek
first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be addedd6:83).

In this kingdom context, Jesus drew some contrasts between the old and the new,
between what they had often heard and what Jesus would authoritatively say about it.
OYou have heard that it was said E but | say to youO is the common phrasinmghtle

about such matters as what it meant to be disciples in the world, the nature of personal
relationships, the proper view of prayer and fasting, overcoming anxieties, and the need
to be aware of false prophets. He closed with His illustration @fiseeand foolish men

who built their houses on the rock or the sand. To hear and act upon JesusO words is the
heart of wisdom.

Jesus chose twelve particular disciples to become His apostles. He sent them out, trained
them, and spent much personal timehwthem. He was preparing them both to suffer for

His sake and to take the gospel to the rest of the world. Sadly, one of these twelve would
betray Him, but not for a little while yet. Next, we will overview some of JesusO parables
and miracles.



Parablesand Miracles

Jesus made Himself known in memorable ways, impressing upon His hearers and
followers the need to pay attention and follow the evidence. Two of the avenues of
teaching and demonstrating His identity came through parables and miraclesfBoth o
these left people contemplating their meanings, and both effectively showed the nature of
His kingdom. LetOs briefly consider these.

Parables

OWhy do you speak to them in parables?O The disciples of Jesus asked this question,
unclear about why Jeswsuld not be so direct at that time (Matt. 13:10). JesusO response
shows that parables were meant to be understood by those who really wanted to listen to
the teaching of Jesus (vv-117). As Luke records, OTo you it has been granted to know

the mysteriesf the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is in parables, so that seeing they

may not see, and hearing they may not understandO (Luke 8:10). Parables separated those
who desired to know from those who didnOt.

A OparableO (meaning, placing side byisideyay of figuratively comparing the earthly
with the spiritual. 1tOs a brief story in which something spiritual is taught through physical
comparisons. The parables of the sower, the tares, or the mustard seed were not really
about these physical itertseeds and weeds), but about the spiritual lessons that may be
drawn from these by analogy. For instance, Jesus pointed out from the parable of the
sower, Othe seed is the word of GodO (Luke 8:11). In order to understand the teaching,
one must understandhée point of the analogy.

The parables of Jesus illustrated truth about His kingdom. He began many of his parables
with, OThe kingdom of heaven is like...O This shows a comparison between the kingdom
and the matter he was about to use for the analogy. Usexl something that was

familiar (sower, seed, tares, pearls, dragnets, lamps, etc.) to illustrate truth about
something unfamiliar (spiritual). It was a brilliant way of illustrating truth.

The parables have a beauty about them which aids us in derstanding of GodOs
kingdom. They bring the lofty teachings about the kingdom into a common, familiar, and
practical level. Jesus Oconcentrated on the commonly familiar and the practical that is
forever part and parcel of human life in the realm of thenahto project manOs life in

the realm beyond this lifeO (Zodhiateésmplete Word Study Dictionark098).

In a parable, there is usually one primary lesson, and this can be understood through the
context which prompted the teaching. Study them \aali, we will have a greater
appreciation for the kingdom of God.



Miracles

Jesus both taught and established His identity through the miracles He performed. Peter
said to Cornelius, OYou know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy
Spint and with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with HImO (Acts 10:38). Earlier, in preaching on
Pentecost, Peter said, OMen of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man
attesed to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed
through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know...O (Acts 2:22). The preaching of
the miracles of Jesus is an integral part of the message of Christ.

The miracles of Jesus haurpose to them. For example, His healing of the paralyzed

man was a demonstration of His authority to forgive sins (Mard 2)1UItimately, the

import is that they demonstrated that He was truly the Son ofGaatl manifested in

the flesh. Nicodemus camo Jesus and confessed, ORabbi, we know that You have come
from God, as a teacher, for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with himO
(John 3:2). Jesus pointed to His works to establish His identity: Othe works which the
Father has given &lto accomplisi the very works that | dotestify about Me, that the

Father has sent MeO (John 5:36).

When John was in prison, he sent disciples to ask Jesus if He was the Expected One, to
which Jesus replied: OGo and report to John what you hear aheé $diaf receive their

sight and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up,
and the poor have the gospel preached to themO (Ma#)l THese miracles

demonstrated that Jesus was the Messiah. Peter confessegdidQidoom shall we go?

You have words of eternal life. We have believed and have come to know that You are the
Holy One of GodO (John 6:68).

The miracles of Jesus help us develop faith in Him. OTherefore many other signs Jesus
also performed in therpsence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but
these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God;
and that believing you may have life in His nameO (John20)30

By reading and studying both pdrles and miracles, our faith will be strengthened and
our understanding of Jesus will be greatly enhanced.



Preparing for Death

OBut we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus,
because of the suffering of deathvaned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of
God He might taste death for everyoneO (Heb 2:9).

Jesus came with a purpose. His was not meant to be a life of ease or simply to spend time
with mankind. He had nowhere to lay His head. He came to sdiégrand rise again.

Why? Because He wanted to carry out the ultimate goal of salvation for all of mankind.
The plan of God had been put into place from the beginning, with the intention of
culminating in the death, burial, and resurrection of the Sdaaaf. Only through this

means could salvation from sin be offered to a lost world. There would be no other way
(John 14:6).

In the process of carrying out this plan, Jesus worked on this earth to prepare the hearts
of people to live in His kingdom (Maht7). He worked miracles in order to demonstrate

that He was from God (John 10:25; 14:11), and to bring people to faith in Him so that

they may have life in His name (John 2e83). He taught with authority to show how

His word transcends every other teimg (Matt 7:2829). He worked closely with His

own chosen disciples to prepare them for the task to which they were especially called. He
demonstrated a love and patience that few would understand or appreciate.

Jesus knew that His last days would femsm and around Jerusalem. He Oset His faceO
(ASV, i.e., was determined) to go to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51). He spent more time there
toward the end, fully prepared for what He knew He would have to go through. He took
His opportunities to teach, but the igitbus leaders of the day were becoming
increasingly caustic toward Him. They had determined that He should die.

Jesus reached a high point in the eyes of the people. When entering Jerusalem on a colt,
people were praising Him (Matt 211D). However, itvould not be long before the

people would turn against Him. He wept over the city of Jerusalem because of those there
who would reject Him (Matt 21:339). He faced much confrontation: driving money
changers off the temple grounds, facing questions dgdlders who wanted to trap Him

in His words, and even having to rebuke His own disciples for the way they acted at
times. How foolish it must have seemed to Jesus, the Creator come in the flesh to save
mankind from sin. Yet it was because He saw the pesplost sheep without a shepherd

that He came to provide what everyone really needed. We must learn to appreciate what
the Lord did for us. It was not easy, but it was accomplished out of love.

Toward the End

Jesus faced His last days with resolverellvas no turning back from the plan that God

had long before set in motion. Before His death, Jesus would spend some precious days
and hours with His friends and chosen disciples, teaching and preparing them for what
was about to happen.



Though the dese to kill Jesus was already there from the Jewish leadership, this

intensified after Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead (John 11). The chief priests and
Pharisees were actively looking to seize Jesus. They didnOt seem to care how it was done as
long as ihappened. In their minds, Jesus needed to go.

Just a few days before His final Passover, Jesus was at the home of Lazarus and his sisters,
Martha and Mary. While Martha was serving, Mary took some expensive perfume and

began to anoint the feet of Jestse disciples, particularly Judas, were upset at this, but

Jesus rebuked them and told them to leave Mary alone, because she was doing this Ofor
the day of My burialO (John 12:7). Just after this, Jesus entered Jerusalem on the colt. The
people were praizg Him, but within just a matter of days they would be crying for His

death by crucifixion.

After Jesus ate His final Passover with His apostles, He gave an example of one of the
greatest acts of humility. He rose from supper, girded Himself with a, tanel

proceeded to wash the feet of His disciples. This selfless act of service is set before us for
all time as a an example of the attitude of Christ. He did not come to be served, but to
serve and to give His life as a ransom for many (Mark -U&34

Jesus proceeded to teach and comfort His disciples, telling them that the Holy Spirit
would be sent to guide them into all truth (John 16L32 Though the disciples still had
much to learn, Jesus told them that He was about to go back to the Fatives Hady
to die for the sins of the world.

ONow My soul has become troubled; and what shall | say, OFather, save Me from this
hourO? But for this purpose | came to this hour. Father, glorify Your nameO (Jehn 12:27
28).



The Trials and Crucifixion

Jess had prepared His disciples for the fact that He would die in Jerusalem. There was no
wavering with Jesus. He knew this was the plan of God, and this was the reason He came.
As the time was approaching, Jesus made His purpose clear: ONow My soul l&s becom
troubled; and what shall | say, OFather, save Me from this hourO? But for this purpose |
came to this hour. Father, glorify Your nameOO (Johr2BzR7

Jesus also anticipated the effect His death would have: OOANd |, if | am lifted up from the
earth,will draw all men to Myself.0 But He was saying this to indicate the kind of death by
which He was to dieO (John 12332. His death would be by crucifixion (lifting up), but

by doing so, people would be drawn to Him in unexpected ways.

The Trials: Luke 22; Matt. 2627

Jesus had taken His disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane, where He went a stoneOs
throw beyond them and spent His time in prayer to the Father. His resolve is heard in the
words, Onot My will, but Yours.O

It was in the garden where &sdwould find the occasion to betray Jesus into the hands of
the chief priests and Pharisees. Coming out with weapons, Judas led them to Jesus and
kissed Him on the cheek. Even here, the events that occurred should have convicted these
men of who Jesus wadkeir falling to the ground before Him (John 18), and the miracle

of replacing the ear of the servant were both powerful demonstrations of His identity.

None of that mattered to the ones intent on seeing Jesus die.

Jesus did not fight back at this poiHie let them bind Him and take Him to where He

would stand accused of blasphemy. He would stand before two High Priests (politically
and religiously, Annas and Caiaphas), Pilate (the governor of the region), and Herod (the
king). In the process of thesets, He would be beaten, spat on, lied against, and unjustly
accused. And for what? They had no better motive than envy. ChristOs motive was love.

In all of this, IsaiahOs prophecy was fulfilled:

OHe was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He digerotis mouth; like a lamb that

is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, so He did not open
His mouth. By oppression and judgment He was taken away; and as for His generation,
who considered that He was cut off outrd land of the living for the transgression of

my people, to whom the stroke was due?O-83:7

The Crucifixion: Matt. 27; Mk. 15; Luke 23
OBut the LORD was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; if He would render

Himself as a guilt offering...84 53:10a). OHe made Him who knew no sin to be sin on
our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in HimO (2 Cor 5:21). OHe



Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness; for by Hisounds you were healedO (1 Pet 2:24).

Jesus prophesied that this time would come. He would have to go to Jerusalem to suffer
and die a cruel death (Matt 16:21). The trials were an unjust display of cruelty motivated
by envy and hatred. They had no iniens of letting Jesus go free.

Pilate examined Jesus and could find nothing against Him that would warrant death. He
attempted to remove himself from the guilt of the situation by washing his hands of it,
but the people would prevail and Pilate woulddséesus to His death.

As was their tradition, Pilate brought a couple prisoners before the people to let them
decide who would be released and who would be punished. Barabbas, a known criminal,
was brought out with Jesus. Justice did not matter at this focthe people. ORelease
Barabbas,O they cried. Then what to do with Jesus? The cry of the mob still rings out loud
and clear: Ocrucify Him, crucify Him!O

First, Jesus was scourged. This alone could result in death. They then would make Him
bear His ow cross on His beaten back. Apparently physically exhausted already, they
compelled another man, Simon, to help with this. When they reached the Oplace of the
skull,® they crucified Jesus. There was no big fan fare, and the Scriptures do not go into
greatdetail. There were crowds standing against Him and a handful of others watching
on as they drove the spikes through His hands and feet, lifting Him up to die the death of
a criminal.

Jesus was on the cross about six hours, fully aware of what was igypgoeshimaking

several statements worthy of examination. He was in control, and when the time came,
the choice was His to give up His life. Olt is finished,® was His cry (John 19:30). Through
all pain, Jesus fulfilled His purpose as the Lamb slain feirthef the world.

In the end, letOs remember that His death was for us. Because of His shed blood, we can
have forgiveness of every sin. Praise God!



The Resurrection
Matthew 2728; Mark 1516; Luke 24; John-P4

The death of Christ on the cross v&sdOs way (and ultimately the only way) of dealing

with the problem of sin. OHe made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that
we might become the righteousness of God in HImO (2 Cor 5:21). Without the shedding
of blood, there would be no reraisn of sin (Heb 9:22). This shows us at once both the
horror of sin and the love of God. Jesus died because He loved us and desired for us to
have fellowship with Him, but we canOt have fellowship with God in sin. Because God
wanted the fellowship, He prised a means by which sin can be forgiven. OFor the wages
of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our LordO (Rom 6:23).
This is His grace at work (Eph 228

However, GodOs plan does not stop only at JesusO daethif BddOs plan ends at the
death of Jesus, then we would be miserable people without hope. He came to bring a
living hope Othrough the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the deadO (1 Pet 1:3). OBut if
there is no resurrection of the dead, not even €has been raised; and if Christ has not
been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain E If we have hoped in
Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitiedO (1 Corl1%)1Phe

resurrection, therefore, was critical tod&s overall plan.

The completion of GodOs plan includes those wonderful words: OHe is risen!O Paul
followed up his point with this: OBut now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first
fruits of those who are asleepO (1 Cor 15:20). Herein liessbagaef hope.

Jesus was taken off the cross and buried according to the Jewish custom. He was wrapped
in cloth with spices mixed in. They took him to a new tomb very close to where he was
crucified and belonging to Joseph, a rich man of Arimatheagads819). A large stone

was rolled in front of the opening, and guards were placed at the tomb due to the fears

that the Jewish leadership had of the disciples stealing the body.

Early on the third day, some of the women who followed Jesus were amahéa the
tomb to apply more spices to the body. They were concerned about how to move the
stone from the opening. But when they got there, they were amazed to find the stone
rolled away from the door. Two OmenQ in Odazzling clothingO were there.réhsgddd
the women:

OOWhy do you seek the living One among the dead? He is not here, but He has risen.
Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in Galilee, saying that the Son of Man
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be cruainetthe third day rise

again.O And they remembered His words, and returned from the tomb and reported all
these things to the eleven and to all the restO (Luk&)24:5

Everything was now falling into place as Jesus began appearing to His disciples. The

! ! *$



apostle Paul reports, OHe appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. After that He appeared
to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but

some have fallen asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all the apostesifadid la

as to one untimely born, He appeared to me alsoO (1 Ce8)15:5

Multiple witnesses could testify to the fact that Jesus, who had died, was seen alive again.
That historical reality is the basis for the beginning and growth of His body ati@hsi

from that day forward. All of this was done publicly, with the full intent to spread that
news. This is the foundation for understanding our hope, our own resurrection, and our
ability to have confidence in serving the Lord, just as Paul indi€Tdarefore, my

beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your toil is not in vain in the LordO (1 Cor 15:58).

The resurrection of Jesus is also the proof that there will be a coming judgment:
OTherfore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that
all people everywhere should repent, because He has fixed a day in which He will judge
the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished
proof toall men by raising Him from the deadO (Acts :3B0

By the power of God, Jesus was raised up. By that same power, so will we be raised. The

significance of JesusO resurrection cannot be understated. Praise God, who gives us to the
victory through Jass Christ!
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Overview of Acts

Luke begins his gospel account by pointing out that he had investigated everything
carefully, including dealing with eyewitnesses. His account was meant to convey the
Oexact truthO about what happened as Jesus walkedithdehegins the second part
of his account, the book of Acts, with a similar type of statement that connected what
Jesus did to what His apostles would soon be doing in preaching the gospel.

Jesus had promised that He would be raised again, and itneapjost as He said. He
Opresented Himself alive E by many convincing proofsO (vs. 3). However, His purpose
was not to remain upon the earth for an indefinite time. In fact, He told His disciples that
He would return to heaven in order to send OanothefaoenON the Holy Spirit (John

14: 2529; 16:515). This promise is restated in Acts 1. Jesus told His disciples to stay in
Jerusalem to wait for the fulfillment of the promise regarding the Holy Spirit, which
would be fulfilled on the day of Pentecost.

When Pentecost came, they were all together, waiting for the promise: OAnd suddenly
there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing windEO This was it. The Holy
Spirit came upon them: OAnd they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utteranceO (vs. 4).

The prophets had said that this would happen. Peter shows how Joel had prophesied of
this, which indicated that the Olast daysO of the prophets had finally come. The purpose of
the ags could be completely preached: Jesus died for sins, was buried, and rose again.
The apostles were withesses. Now the gospel message is being proclaimed according to
the plan of God.

OAnNd likewise, all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel ancckisssrs

onward, also announced these days. It is you who are the sons of the prophets and of the
covenant which God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, OAnd in your seed all
the families of the earth shall be blessed.O For you first, God raie®ap/ant and

sent Him to bless you by turning every one of you from your wicked ways.O (Acts 3:24
26)

Purpose

The purpose of the book of Acts is manifold. We see an inspired account of the apostles
carrying out the great commission Jesus had givem tihey were doing what they were

told to do, and, through the preaching, were demonstrating how people may turn to Jesus
Christ for the salvation of the souls. OTherefore repent and return, so that your sins may
be wiped away, in order that times of estiing may come from the presence of the LordO
(Acts 3:19).

Acts shows the fulfillment of GodOs promises concerning His kingdom. In the gospels, the
kingdom is at hand (Mark 1:15); in Acts, the kingdom has come because Christ, through
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His resurrection, &s now seated upon the promised throne of David (Acts3829

13:2839). Further, the reign of Christ extends not only to the Jews, but also to the gentiles
(Acts 10). The relationship between Christianity and Judaism is seen in the connection
the Law oMoses, but the gentiles did not need to become Jews (i.e., be circumcised) in
order to become Christians. That question was settled, and the Spirit testified to it (Acts
15).

The role of the Holy Spirit is prominent throughout Acts. Jesus promisechhat t

apostles would receive His power (Acts 1), which happened on Pentecost (Acts 2), and
continued throughout. OAnd we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit,
whom God has given to those who obey HImO (Acts 5:32). The Spirit testifiedrtdtt

of the gospel, and so demonstrated GodOs authority in the spread of the gospel. Even
Gamaliel recognized that if this movement really was from God, then no one could stop it
(Acts 5:3839). Indeed that is one of the great themes running througheutook. God
cannot be stopped.

Acts is often thought of as an early apologetic (defense). It demonstrates that Christianity,
while it had connections to the Jews, is not just another Jewish sect like the Pharisees or
Sadducees. Neither is it anothagpan religion among many in the Roman Empire.
Christianity is unique among all religions and deserves to be heard on its own strength.

The book of Acts is the key to understanding the rest of the New Testament. It continues
naturally from the four gospeakccounts (especially Luke), and it sets the stage for the rest
of the books. Since most of what comes after Acts are epistles, we can see how the
journeys of Paul, for example, dovetail into those writings. Acts shows Paul going into the
various cities,stablishing churches, and working among the brethren, many of whom he
would later write (e.g., Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, etc.).

The importance of Acts for understanding the earliest history of the church cannot be
overstated. To the apostles, Jesid, Oand you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earthO (Acts 1:8). Acts
shows how that happened.



PaulOs Epistles |

The book of Acts provides the backdrop for many of the epitstse were written by

Paul. When he could do so, Paul visited the brethren, showing great concern for their
welkbeing. What are called PaulOs missionary journeys occurred between about AD 45
67. From Acts 13 on, PaulOs journeys took him from PalesRoen®and many places

in between. His epistles fit within that tifflmme. While Paul wanted to encourage the
brethren, he also addressed some specific issues that confronted the various
congregations who received these epistles. Here we begin a basigvenview of each
epistle:

Romans

Generally dated to about AD 57, Paul wrote this likely from Corinth (Acts-28:27).

He wanted to visit Rome, but so far had been unable to do so. One of the obvious themes
of Romans is the relationship betweenidk and Gentile Christians. Paul pointed out

the sins of the Gentiles (ch. 1), then showed how the Jews were also guilty (ch. 2). In other
words, Oall have sinned and fall short of the glory of GodO (3:23). This leads to a
discussion of major salvatiorsiges such as justification and righteousness. Since the
righteous would live by faith (1:17), faith is also a major theme throughout. Overcoming
the problem of sin by GodOs grace is highlighted. Then, the relationship shared by
believers is addressed, bailthe world and to one another.

1-2 Corinthians

Paul wrote 1 Corinthians somewhere around AB680Qfollowed by 2 Corinthians in

about AD 55. He had first visited Corinth in about AD%A He wrote this epistle from
Ephesus (1 Cor 16:8). Clearly, @arinthians were having many problems, divisions,

and questions that impacted their spiritual health. Paul urges their unity in the face of
problems that could tear them apart. Their carnal thinking was leading them to division.
Paul addressed an arraypobblems, such as immorality (ch. 5), openly taking one
another to court (ch. 6), marriage questions (ch. 7), relationship with former pagan
practices (ch. 8), and even dealt with the misuse of spiritual gifts. By the time he wrote 2
Corinthians, there hhbeen some change, but they were potentially being led by false
apostles, and Paul, concerned for their divided minds, defended his own apostleship.

Galatians

While some opt for a little later date (rs®Os), most believe that Galatians was written

to the southern part of Galatia in about AD-48. The overriding issue addressed in this
epistle has to do with the fact there were teachers who were intent on forcing the idea that
Gentiles first needed to go through Judaism (i.e., be circumcised) inuker

Christians. This was a problem experienced through much of the early history of the
church (see Acts 15). Paul shows that the nature of the gospel message is freedom from
the Law of Moses, and that attempts to force people back into the Law venltidghre
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being severed from Christ. Through ChristOs death, one is freed from sin and the Law,
and must not try to return. The only boast a Christian can make is in the cross of Jesus,
through which we are crucified to the world (6:14).

Ephesians

Ephesias was likely written between AD-6@Q while Paul was in prison in Rome;

Tychicus delivered it (6:282). Paul first addresses the blessings that believers have in
Christ (ch. 13), which includes GodOs eternal purpose for salvation to the praise of His
glory. Sin brought about death, but God, rich in mercy, made salvation possible as a gift
of His grace. Therefore, believers can share in the power of ChristOs resurrection. This
salvation also becomes the basis for unity. ChristOs death brings togethdrGentile,

and together all should praise Him. Paul then addresses the practical nature of the unity
found in Christ (ch. 46). The instructions address various relationships, including
husbands and wives, children, and servants. He ends with a @&a tgtthe full armor

of God in order to fight against the schemes of the deuvil.

Philippians

Paul was likely still a prisoner in Rome when he wrote this epistle, perhaps between AD
60-63. The tone of this letter is positive, and Paul has a desirg to stanmunication

with a congregation that was dear to him and had helped him. He was thankful fo them
and wanted their love to abound even more. Though there were some who meant Paul
harm, his concern was to do GodOs will, whether through life or O&atlkive is Christ.O

He reminded them of their need to humbly submit to one another, to have the mind of
Christ, and to be the lights in the world God called them to be. There is great joy in
serving Christ if we think on what is excellent and worthy aiser. ORejoice in the LordO
and keep pressing on toward the ultimate goal, for Oour citizenship is in heaven, from
which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus ChristO (P2il))3:20

More to follow.



PaulOs Epistles (II) and Hebrews

We continue our basic overview of PaulOs epistles, then will briefly overview the book of
Hebrews.

Colossians

Paul wrote Colossians probably around AD 60, perhaps very close in time to when he
wrote Ephesians. He indicates that he was imprisoned at the time (4:3), most likely in
Rome or, possibly, Caesarea. Epaphras, one of PaulOs coworkers, had helpedgeteach th
brethren the gospel (1:7; 4:12). The letter makes it clear that there were heresies on the
rise that denied the sufficiency of Jesus Christ. Consequently, Paul shows that Christ is
superior to all since He is the Creator in whom dwells the fullnekstypf Therefore,

believers need to seek the things above, where Christ is, so that their lives reflect what it
means to serve Him in all their relationships.

1-2 Thessalonians

The background for 1 Thessalonians is found in Act$8,7and was likely viten

around AD 5152. The church is commended for its example and sounding forth the faith
(1:6:8). They had accepted the word of God as it is in truth, and now they are told to walk
in a manner worthy of the gospel even though they were suffering hagdshit (2:9

16). Reflecting pagan problems, Paul tells them to live in sexual purity, to work hard, and
to live quiet lives. They were comforted in the fact that those who died in Christ are safely
awaiting ChristOs return. The day of His return shooidome as a surprise if they are

living in GodOs will.

Shortly after the first letter, Paul wrote 2 Thessalonians (likely from Corinth around AD
52) in order to comfort the brethren in their persecutions and to reaffirm that Christ will
come. Howevethey needed to be careful not to be so anxious about His return that they
fail to keep doing what they needed to do. They needed to trust God and be diligent.

1-2 Timothy

Timothy was working in Ephesus. Paul wrote 1 Timothy in about AB%3hen 2

Timothy in about AD 67 at the end of his life. The primary concern has to do with
TimothyOs work as an evangelist there in Ephesus. False teachers were creating problems,
and Paul stressed the need for sound doctrine and preaching the word. The false teachers
were engaging in controversies and speculations that would upset the faith of others (e.g.,
that the resurrection had already taken place), so Timothy had to set a proper example

and pay attention to the Scriptures both personally and publicly. He viiasiad about

the need to appoint shepherds who could also teach. Perseverance and reliance on
Scripture are both stressed, contrasted with those who promoted error.

Titus



TitusO work in Crete was similar to TimothyOs in Ephesus. It was likelyanaiitehAD
62. Titus had been left in Crete to Oset in orderO what was lacking, particularly in the
appointment of elders there. Once again, false teachers were upsetting the faith of
Christians. Stress is given to the need to teach strong doctrinegesafirad to keep the
proper focus and perspective on living the kind of life that glorifies God.

Philemon

Paul was in a Roman prison as he wrote to Philemon, perhaps in about AD 60. The letter

is quite personal. Philemon was a brother in Colossae who had a slave, Onesimus, run
away. Now Onesimus had become a Christian, and Paul was sending him back to
Philemon not to be a slave, but as a brother. Paul appealed to Philemon to receive
Onesimus as a brother, as if he were receiving Paul himself. The implications here for
slavery and the ChristianOs understanding of that issue are great. Paul could have ordered,
but he appealed. If Philemon received Onesimus as a brother, think of what that would
mean for their relationship and how it would change.

Hebrews

Hebrews is an anonymous book likely written before the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70. This
was written to Jewh believers who were now facing persecution that would test their

faith. Because of this, they were tempted to return to their former way of life in Judaism.
The author, then, stresses who Jesuibigh God and man who died for all and now

serves a the gat High Priest who ever lives to make intercession. OBetterO is a key word,
and they were in danger of leaving what was better in Christ to return to what could not
save them. Hebrews is filled with connections between the old and new covenants,
demonstraing that the new fulfills the old. Instead of abandoning Christ, they needed to
persevere, for Owe are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have
faith to the preserving of the soulO (10:39). The stress on faith is signifidantagoy

faith that the forefathers had pressed on even though they had not seen the promises
fulfilled (ch. 11). Therefore, they should be disciplined, focused, and resolved to stay true
to Christ and be willing to bear His reproach. OFor here we d@aweia lasting city, but

we are seeking the city which is to comeO (13:14).
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James, Peter, John, and Jude

Here we consider the works of four more men of God who were moved by the Holy Spirit
to put into writing the wisdom of God.

James

While there were many men named James in the first century, this is most likely the
brother of Jesus who became a very strong leader in the early church (James the apostle
was put to death about AD 44, Acts 12). We find James becoming prominent by Acts 15,
andhis influence in the early church is unquestioned. This work may have been penned
as early as AD 50, yet could be as late as the early 600s. There is a strong Jewish element to
the writing as James addresses Othe twelve tribes who are dispersed abyeadO (1

even uses the word for OsynagogueO to speak of their assemblies (ch. 2). This work, in
fairly simple fashion, addresses the need for 1) real faith, 2) genuine works based on faith,
and 3) godly wisdom. We read about such needs as having patiénmels,ifistening

carefully to GodOs word, avoiding partiality, acting by faith, watching how we speak,
understanding godly wisdom, avoiding worldliness, and being fervent in prayer. The
lessons throughout are practical and always needed.

1-2 Peter

There are two epistles with PeterOs name on them. Both epistles were likely written
between AD 64, not long before PeterOs death (which historical tradition places around
AD 66-68 under Nero). 1 Peter was addressed to saints scattered throughout Asia Minor
(modern Turkey), calling them Oaliens.O This was a way of pointing out the fact that
Christians are strangers in this world. Many Gentile Christians would have read this,
understanding that they had now received mercy from God and needed to keep their
behavior excellent (2:92). The overarching theme of 1 Peter concerns suffering for the
cause of Christ. Because they were born again to a living hope, their new identity as
Christians would also mean that many would oppose them. How should they handle the
auffering that would come their way because they are Christians doing what is right? They
needed to look to ChristOs example, be committed to doing what is right no matter what
may come, and seek after holiness. They were not to be afraid to suffer$gridiri

rather in His name glorify God through their sufferings.

2 Peter also speaks to the spiritual growth that the saints ought to be seeking, especially as
they were facing false teachers who could lead them astraygAhgomany challenges
Christians faced were those who were calling into question GodOs promises regarding the
return of Christ. They needed to realize that the time factor was not a matter of God

failing to keep His promises, but rather a manifestatiddi®iongsuffering. Yet,

judgment will come, and they needed to keep themselves alert and ready. So do we!

1, 2, and 3 John



Three epistles are attributed to John. Though JohnOs name does not technically appear in
the letters, the similarities to the @e$of John and the early tradition of authorship

attest to JohnOs work. Likely, these letters were written near the end of the first century,
possibly from Ephesus. John addresses some problems that appear to have been coming
on the scene by the end oétfirst century (perhaps a pregmosticism, where the idea of

the flesh is considered bad, and this lead to the concept that Jesus, as God, was not truly
incarnate). Consequently, John deals with the way some were viewing the problem of sin
and their undestanding of whether or not Jesus came in the flesh. Yet he also addresses
the need for loving one another, which is key to all else he is dealing with. They needed to
be reassured of the certainties they have if they will follow Jesus and not giveuvingbeli

that He truly is the Son of God. Christians cannot afford to give up the truth of Jesus, nor
can they afford to allow peddlers of error and men who love preeminence (like

Diotrephes in 3 John) to take them away from Christ.

Jude

Jude refers to hiself as a brother of James, which also meant that he was likely a brother
of Jesus (see Mark 6:3 where both names are mentioned). This short epistle was likely
written prior to AD 68 (note the similarity to 2 Peter). JudeOs purpose is clearly stated.
While he wanted to write about the common salvation shared by Christians, there was a
more pressing need: Ol felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend
earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints. For certain
persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this
condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and
deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus ChristO {#).. Bhese false teachers were

threatenng to overthrow the faith of Christians, so they are exhorted to Oremember the
words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus ChristO (v. 17). As
always, there was the great concern that Christians remain true to Christ.
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Revelation

OThe Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bondservants, the
things which must soon take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His
bond-servant JohnEO (Rev 1:1). So begins the book of Revelation, oaenafsth

intriguing and controversial books of the Bible. It fires the imagination and inspires us
toward greater faithfulness in service to God.

The author is identified as John, and traditionally this is understood as the apostle John.
One of questiongnd this affects how one might interpret the book, has to do with when
the book was written. Some hold to an early date, which places the book prior to the
destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70, making Nero the main Emperor of the time. Many
who hold to this dte would argue that the beast in Revelation is Jerusalem and the
destruction described in the book relates to JerusalemOs destruction that would happen
very soon. On the other hand, there is strong tradition and support for the idea that John
wrote Revel#on late in the first century to deal with the Roman persecutions, especially
under Domitian. In this, the beast is Rome and God would bring down destruction on the
Roman Empire. What is more important to the message of Revelation, regardless of its
exactdate, is understanding that God will defeat any enemies against Christ and His
people. This was written at a time when emperor worship was starting to be enforced, and
Christians would be severely tested.

Revelation was written to seven churches of. A$ia number OsevenO likely represents

the greater concept of complete and perfect. Many numbers carry special significance in a
book of symbols. The Lord addressed these congregations, both praising and rebuking
them as was appropriate to their situatibnevery case, He was urging their faithfulness

to Him, even though some would be persecuted severely because of their stand. OBe
faithful until death, and | will give you the crown of life,O He told the church at Smyrna
(2:10). This didnOt mean just #fhithful until they grew old and died. It meant to be

faithful even if it cost their lives. The reward would be worth it. Faithfulness to the Lord,
even in the midst of severe persecution and trial, was critical for these Christians being
challenged inhteir faith.

Revelation is a book filled with symbols and figures. The first verse tips us off on this,
given that the word used (communicated) is the word for Osignified.O This special type of
writing, often referred to as apocalyptic, appeals to readersnight have the

background to understand what the figures meant; but those who didnOt know would not
have a clue about the meaning. It was an appropriate style during a time of persecution
when the Christians could read it and be encouraged, but atloeitd not get it.

Revelation pulls heavily from the Old Testament, particularly from Daniel, Ezekiel, and
Zechariah, all of which also contain many symbols and figures. For example, we can see
echoes of the four horsemen from Zedhlai6. We see shadows of the beast imagery

from Daniel. We see EzekielOs powerful influence in the descriptions of the fall of
Babylon, the harlot. The Old Testament is strong in the book of Revelation, and this
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background would have helped knowledgealtigs@ians better understand what God
was communicating to them.

An argument can be made that chaptetkliparallel chapters 422. Chapters-11

demonstrate the earthly conflict, while chapter222rovide the deeper, spiritual

struggle that was reglgjoing on (see Ferrell JenkiSs@lies in the Book of Revelgtion
Regardless of how all the specifics are understood, the message of Revelation is the
triumph of GodOs people. There would be persecuting forces to come against the people of
God, and manyvould lose their lives. Yet God is sitting on His throne in heaven, Jesus is
fighting for His people, and in the end, GodOs people win the battle. No matter what

others may try to do to thwart the work of GodOs people, God will fight for His own, and

His own will always come out as victors.

Christians need to be impressed with the fact that God is on His throne and worthy is the
Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, to be praised:

OAnd when the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who $its on t
throne, to Him who lives forever and ever, 10 the twéoiy elders will fall down before
Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives forever and ever, and will
cast their crowns before the throne, saying, OWorthy are You, our Lonar &t to
receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will
they existed, and were created.O0 (Rei13:10

We know who wins the battle. If we will submit ourselves to the King of kings, we will be
a part of this viory!

OBlessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life,

and may enter by the gates into the cityO (22:14).

Doy Moyer
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