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   In Matthewõs gospel Jesus said, òFor out of 
the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, 
sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 
These are what defile a person. But to eat with 
unwashed hands does not defile anyone,ó Mat-
thew 15:19-20. Much is said regarding the sinful 
behavior of people in general that we sometimes 
fail to observe the origin of every sinful act. Je-
sus reminds us sin begins in the heart. 

 The Bible is a remarkable book in that it 
condemns both the sin and the thought that 
produces the sin. Solomon said, òKeep your 
heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the 
springs of life,ó Proverbs 4:23. Again, he ob-
served of the matter, òFor as he thinketh in his 
heart, so is he,ó Proverbs 23:7 KJV.  

 These statements reveal that we ourselves 
are the sum total of our thinking. We have 
heard òYou are what you eat!ó The solution? 
Resolve to eat wholesome and healthy food. 
But, what is good for the body is also good for 
the soul. Mentally and spiritually òWe are 
what we think!ó 

 Jesus does not divorce thinking from action. 
As He did, we would do well to do the same. 
The thought is the seed which, when planted, 
produces the action. No one would plant the 
ògerm of cancer,ó if such existed, in the body 
purposefully. We have all witnessed the horrors 
of Cancer. We have seen the pain, suffering and 
loss it has brought to the lives of men, women 
and families that we love. Yet, some think little 
or nothing of planting the ideas and thoughts of 
the indecent in their own minds, or even the 
minds of their children, in the programing 
streaming from our televisions and computers. 
Too many suppose this may be done without 
harm. It is not so. If the mind is kept pure, then 
the body and its activities will be pure. If it is 
defiled, it will not be long before the body and 
its activities will be just as defiled. 

 Our Lord struck at the tap-root of sin when 
he admonished our thoughts, which, though 
they may be private on the surface, are known 
and read of God as surely as any overt act could 

ever be. Ç 
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 Five hundred years before Jesus was born, 

Judah returned from exile to find Jerusalem in 

total desolation. The Temple was in ruins. 

Zerubbabel the governor, wasted no time in 

leading the nation to lay the foundation upon 

which the restored Temple would rest. Oppo-

sition, mockery, discouragement, and the dis-

tractions of life in an utter wasteland brought 

the work that once began in enthusiasm to a 

halt. For fourteen years the Temple work-site 

lay dormant. 

 God inspired the Prophets Haggai and 

Zechariah to begin to speak. Haggai chided 

the distracted nation, òThus says the Lord of 

hosts: These people say the time has not yet 

come to rebuild the house of the Lord.ó Then 

the word of the Lord came by the hand of 

Haggai the prophet, òIs it a time for you your-

selves to dwell in your paneled houses, while 

this house lies in ruins?ó Haggai 1:2-4. Zecha-

riah, began to speak words that pierced Zerub-

babel and filled him with new hope. òThis is 

the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: Not by 

might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the 

Lord of hosts. Who are you, O great moun-

tain? Before Zerubbabel you shall become a 

plain. And he shall bring forward the top stone 

amid shouts of ôGrace, grace to it!õó Then the 

word of the Lord came to me, saying, òThe 

hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation 

of this house; his hands shall also complete it,ó 

Zechariah 4:6-9. 

 Perhaps the next words from Zechariah 

are the most poignant, òFor whoever has des-

pised the day of small things shall rejoice, and 

shall see the plumb line in the hand of Zerub-

babel,ó Zechariah 4:10. When Zerubbabel 

takes up the plumb line, the nation will be re-

invigorated for the work. 

 Too often our own efforts are 

held up to scorn by critics. We are weak-

ened in discouragement and in that declining 

condition we are easily distracted. Instead we 

turn to work that is more personal and not 

subject to ridicule. Life tends to go on until we 

look back and realize that years of spiritual 

dormancy have resulted. What do we do? 

 Pick up òthe plumb lineó and start. Now. 

Today. God will take that small thing and mul-

tiply its sufficiency. Remember, Mosesõ rod 

that budded and delivered a nation; the jaw-

bone of a donkey that killed a thousand Philis-

tine oppressors in Samsonõs hand; Davidõs one 

smooth stone, though four were in reserve, 

that brought down Goliath; the bit of meal 

and fraction of oil that sustained a widow and 

her guest in famine; and the five loaves and 

two fish that fed thousands by Jesusõ power. 

 It is not uncommon to feel weak, insignifi-

cant and incapable. Let the words of Zechari-

ah spur our memory of how our God works, 

òNot by might, nor by power, but by my Spir-

it, says the Lord of hosts.ó Reflect on your 

discarded dreams; take òthe plumb line in 

handó and watch the Lord multiply the faithful 

effort. Ç 

Weatherly Weekly 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ²Φ aŎ[ŜƳƻǊŜ 

�´�)�R�U���Z�K�R�H�Y�H�U���K�D�V���G�H�V�S�L�V�H�G 
the day of small things shall rejoice, and 
shall see the plumb line in the hand of 
�=�H�U�X�E�E�D�E�H�O���µ��Zechariah 4:10. 


