
Newsletter of the Weatherly Heights  Church of Christ  

   Many times the charismatic personality and 

oratorical and rhetorical abilities of a speaker 

conceal the pernicious error implicit in that 

which he says, and multitudes are deceived. Con-

versely speaking, these same qualities often less-

en the transforming influence of the gospel of 

Jesus Christ as it is taught and preached. Under 

such preaching, multitudes may òjoin the 

church,ó but few are converted to Christ. 

 It is said that a person heard a world-famous 

evangelist and came away saying, òWhat a mar-

velous speaker!ó Sometime thereafter, he heard a 

consecrated preacher of little fame preach in 

simple idiom, but with great conviction and sin-

cerity, the story of the cross and came away say-

ing, òWhat a wonderful Christ!ó 

 This calls to mind a verse of a poem written 

by W.G. Elmslie which addresses the point 

of this article. 

He held the lamp of truth that day 
So low that none could miss the way; 

And yet so high to bring in sight 
That picture fair the World's Great Light 

That gazing up  the lamp between  
The hand that held it scarce was seen. 

 

 We should so teach the Word of God as to 

emphasize the message which it conveys and 

Him who is its author that the hearts of the hear-

ers may embrace òthe Worldõs Great Light.ó The 

less they see of òthe hand that holds it up,ó the 

more impressive it will be. 

 However, let us not use these facts as an ex-

cuse for poorly prepared and slovenly delivered 

lessons or sermons. The lamp stand and the 

hand that holds it should be of such character as 

to display the Light, whether held òlowó or 

òhigh,ó to the best advantage so that its rays of 

redeeming light may shine clearly and powerfully 

to all who need it. Ç 

The Unseen Hand  
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 Someone has said that bad habits are like easy chairs - 
easy to get into, but hard to get out of. Ainõt it so? Life 
sometimes seems unfair, doesnõt it? Itõs so difficult to form 
good habits while the forming of bad ones is done almost 
without doing anything. You just sort of let them happen. 

They usually demand very little time, and they are acquired 
in such subtle ways that they become routine almost with-
out notice.  

 òFor by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is 
brought into bondage,ó 2 Peter 2:19. òDo you not know 
that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you 
are that oneõs slaves whom you obey, whether of sin lead-
ing to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?ó 
Romans 6:16. What does that say to us? Better watch out 
what we allow to control us. Bad habits control.  

 Habits - good or bad - depend on repetition for sur-
vival. If you do something over and over long enough it 
will become an almost unnoticeable routine, a habit. Obvi-
ously, those things we enjoy doing are more likely to be-
come habits, so it behooves to be careful to like the right 
things. If we donõt like a thing, we respond by staying away 
from it.  

 Breaking habits isnõt easy. Thatõs why good ones are so 
good and bad ones are so bad. I donõt know why, but it 
seems that bad habits are harder to break than good ones.  

 If weõre to cease some bad habit we have to begin by 
stunting its regularity. And if we are to develop a good 
habit, we have to have such a conviction as regards its use-
fulness or necessity that it results in our repeating the ac-
tion often enough that it becomes a beneficial regularity.  

 The mind is the incubator for the thoughts we choose. 
We decide when and what information we will allow into 
our minds. Our thoughts are our own - nobody does our 
thinking for us. If we allow our minds to constantly dwell 
on evil, lewd information, like pornographic material, that 

type of recurring thinking will soon become habitual. And 
the people who have studied that kind of mental addiction 
have concluded that pornography, and things like it, may 
well be the most difficult of all such mental habits to 
break. Itõs easy to start, hard to stop.  

 We cannot keep bad thoughts from 
passing through our minds from time to time, 
but we donõt have to invite the evil in and give 
it a place to stay. We are to ògive no place to 
the deviló (Ephesians 4:27). If we give him resi-
dency in our minds long enough he will get a 
foothold. Too many people not only allow him 
to come in, but give him a place to sit, some-
thing to drink, and a comfortable conversation 
to enjoy.  

 To expel evil thoughts as soon as possi-
ble is one of the best habits a person can devel-
op and maintain. Impurities have no legitimate 
place in the Christianõs heart. Constant clean 
thinking is a splendid deterrent to evil advanc-
es.  

 One of the best ways to preclude the devilõs invasion 
into our thinking is to acquire the habit of regular Bible 
reading. Bible reading puts God in our minds, and the 
habit of rapid and consecutive contact with Godõs word is 
no doubt the most effective way to combat evil encroach-
ments. Good information crowds out evil thinking. òWith 
my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander 
from Your commandments! Your word I have hidden in 
my heart, that I might not sin against You.ó (Psalm 119:10
-11).  

 Another thing ð Itõs easy to fall into the habit of 
speaking what you hear around you every day. The world 
routinely uses foul language and ungodly speech. It is be-
coming commonplace to hear dirty language in the media, 
in music and entertainment, sports events, even on the 
school ground. Language which would not have been tol-
erated just a few years ago has become routine - habitual - 
in todayõs age. Itõs fashionable, even, to say certain words 
and phrases of impiety, especially among the young.  

 Clean speech is another good habit to acquire. We 
donõt need filthy words or inordinate vows with which to 
express ourselves and we should speak in such a way that 
it becomes obvious that we are not with the òin crowdó 
when it comes to dirty talking. We should habitually use 
words and phrases that are clean, devoid of putridness or 
impiety.  

 Itõs hard to break bad habits. But just as the West Tex-
as cowboy had to òbreakó the horses to show them whoõs 
boss, even so we must òbreakó bad habits by showing 

them that we are greater than they are. Ç 
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