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   What is the attitude God expects us to have 

toward those of a different race, color, language, 

nation, or even social status?  Jesus put the atti-

tude perfectly when he said in Matthew 7: 12, 

òWhatsoever you would that men 

should do unto you, even so do you 

also unto them: for this is the law 

and the prophets.ó 

 This precept was not given for the Jewish 

people alone, but for all people of all races and 

nations.  It is the perfect end toward which all 

the law and the teaching of the Lord are directed.  

It requires that each one put himself in the place 

of the other.  We do not want others to be preju-

diced against us; we want them to understand us.  

Hence we are not to be prejudiced against oth-

ers, but try to understand them. 

 No matter in what position we may 

find ourselves, we want to be treated with con-

sideration, fairness, kindness, even sympathy, 

and sometimes with compassion and mercy.  We 

are, therefore, to treat others in the same man-

ner.  This is a very simple principal and easy to 

understand.  But, living the life enjoined upon us 

by the Lord ñ òItõs not so easy!ó 

 If we would follow the Lordõs teaching in the 

matter of equity, fairness and justice, no matter 

what others may do, it would go far in removing 

all prejudice and misunderstanding of others, and 

would also go far in removing the prejudice of 

others toward us. Our world is filled with pre-

conceptions about our fellows. Our job as Godõs 

people is to live by a revolutionary mindset; by a 

different rule. It will make a difference. 

 May the Lord grant us the intelligence and 

faith to understand and accept His wisdom and 

to practice it in our attitude toward others. Ç 
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hat does it mean to be a Christian?  Dif-

ferent Christians would undoubtedly 

give different answers, based upon the 

greatest impact Christianity has had on their 

lives.  Some would emphasize salvation.  Some would 

highlight forgiveness, the forgiveness of their sins, the 

guilt of their sins lifted from their shoulders.  Others 

would emphasize the peace that comes to the Chris-

tian who understands that he is �´�L�Q���&�K�U�L�V�W�µ and on his 

way to Heaven.  Similarly, still others would focus on 

having gained a fuller meaning to their lives.  Each of 

these answers would be correct, and all of them to-

gether would be correct as well. 

 Asking the original question a little differently, 

what does it mean to live a Christian life?  Again, dif-

ferent perspectives would be offered based upon dif-

ferent individual experiences and understand-

ings.  Some would speak of the spiritual emphasis in 

their life since they became Christians.  Others would 

speak of faithfulness, taking care to govern their lives 

by Godõs will.  Still others would note that a Christian 

life is a life lived in service to God.  Again, each of 

these answers is correct, and all of them together are 

correct.  The last one is our focus. 

 What does it mean to live a life of service to 

God?  We again come up with different ideas based 

upon individual understandings of different Chris-

tians.  Answers would vary based upon personal Bible 

knowledge, experience and spiritual maturity.  But 

most every answer would offer a similar element, 

some idea of activeness.  The word service naturally car-

ries the idea of action, or activity.  A Christian cannot 

serve God without being active in some way.  The de-

gree of activeness would vary from answer to answer, 

but virtually everyone would emphasize the fact that a 

Christian has to actively do something in order to serve 

God. 

       Different words describe the life of ser-

vice that a faithful Christian should exempli-

fy, such as �´�V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W���µ Matthew 24:46, �´�V�O�D�Y�H�V���µ��
Romans 6:16, NKJV and �´�P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���µ���0�D�W�W�K�H�Z��
20:28, KJV.  Each of these, of course, car-

ries the idea of active service, even la-
bor.  �´�:�R�U�N�V�µ is another word that identifies 

the Christian life as being one of active service, James 
2:17. 

 It is interesting that the Bible teaches the Christian 

that one way in which he serves God is by serving 

others, Matthew 23:11.  There are many ways in which 

we can serve others.  Some of them are simple.  We 

can brighten the day of a shut-in by paying them a 

short visit.  We can encourage a person struggling 

with illness by sending them a card with a personal 

note, or by making a phone call to see how theyõre 

doing. 

 Sometimes serving others requires more time, en-

ergy and resources.  Someoneõs house may need 

cleaning.  Someone might need grocery shopping to 

be done for them.  Someone might need a ride to see 

the doctor.  Someone might need help with an ex-

pense.  These are but a few examples of serving God 

by giving of ourselves to serve others.  The opportu-

nities are endless. 

 Letõs examine ourselves as to how, specifically, 

weõre serving God.  Are we living the life of a serv-
ant?  Are we ministering to the works that God has given 

us the opportunity and ability to do?  Are we as dedi-

cated to serving God as would be a slave to his mas-

ter?  Do we note ways in which we can serve God by 
serving others in the name of Christ?  The life of a 

Christian is not one of complacency.  In a word, Ser-
�Y�L�F�H���L�V���W�K�H���O�L�I�H���R�I���D���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�«��Ç 
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