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 John Wesley preserved a picture that an artist 
had drawn for him of the fire in the old rectory 
where he had once lived. As a boy, age 6, Wesley 
had been rescued at the last moment from that 
fire. Underneath the picture, in his own writing, 
�Z�H�U�H���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�V�����´�,�V���Q�R�W���W�K�L�V���D���E�U�D�Q�G���S�O�X�F�N�H�G��
�I�U�R�P���W�K�H���E�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�"�µ���,�V�Q�·�W���R�X�U���O�L�I�H���M�X�V�W���O�L�N�H���W�K�D�W��
image? We are all brands plucked from the burn-
ing. All that we are and all that we have is ours 
because of the death of One who gave His life 
for us. Were it not for Him, we are destined to 
the fire. 

 �´�<�R�X���D�U�H���Q�R�W���\�R�X�U���R�Z�Q�����\�R�X���D�U�H���E�R�X�J�K�W���Z�L�W�K��
�D���S�U�L�F�H���µ��1 Corinthians 6:19-20. That is the place 
where God begins when He moves to convince 
us that the flesh is not our friend. It is an enemy 
that must be overcome and conquered. The One 
we can trust is the One to whom we owe our 
lives. It is no little thing to be a Christian. It 
meant a price of blood and pain and tears and 
   death. It meant the cross. We are called to 
     remember that price. Christ assured it when 

He called the saved to gather at His table to re-
member on the first day of each week from the 
moment of our birth in Christ until the last Sun-
day before we leave this world. 

 �7�K�H���/�R�U�G�·�V���6�X�S�S�H�U���L�V���Q�R�W���V�R�P�H���D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W���D�F��
�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���&�K�U�L�V�W���G�L�H�G���I�R�U���X�V�����,�W�·�V���Q�R�W���D��
creed we recite that He is the Savior of the world 
and He died for us. COVID has separated us 
from each other, but not from Him. Whether in 
your own home alone, or with family, or in an 
intimate assembly at the meeting house it is the 
death of Christ and your memorial of its moving 
power, in staggering shattering force, with which 
you must reckon. You are but a brand plucked 
from the burning. He is your Savior and Friend. 

 That is the beginning of our deliverance. At 
His table we remember... 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear, 

What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer. �‰ 

Michael W. McLemore 
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un-
attended heart 

is the working 
ground of the devil 

to strangle the spiritu-
�D�O���O�L�I�H���I�U�R�P���*�R�G�·�V��
people. In His explana-
tion of His parable 

of the sow-
er Jesus 
warned of 
thorny 

�J�U�R�X�Q�G���K�H�D�U�W�V�����´�7�K�H�\��
are those who hear the word, but the 
cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the 
desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and 
�L�W���S�U�R�Y�H�V���X�Q�I�U�X�L�W�I�X�O���µ��Mark 4:18-19�����7�K�H���'�H�Y�L�O�·�V���F�K�R�N�H��
hold must be broken or fruit can never result. 

 The Devil will exploit those areas of life that remain 
�X�Q�F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G�����-�H�V�X�V�·���S�D�U�D�E�O�H���H�[�S�R�V�H�V���W�K�H���W�U�X�W�K���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H��
hearts of His hearers, both first Century and beyond. 
�7�K�H�Q���D�V���Q�R�Z�����-�H�V�X�V�·���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���V�W�R�U�\���V�H�H�P�V���F�U�\�S�W�L�F���D�Q�G���R�I�I��
topic. Jesus asked the twelve during their alone time, 
�´�'�R���<�2�8���Q�R�W���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���W�K�L�V���S�D�U�D�E�O�H�"���+�R�Z���W�K�H�Q���Z�L�O�O��
�\�R�X���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���D�O�O���W�K�H���S�D�U�D�E�O�H�V�µ��4:13. Parable is from 
the Greek parabole�����´�D���S�O�D�F�L�Q�J���R�I���R�Q�H���W�K�L�Q�J���E�\���W�K�H���V�L�G�H���R�I��
�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�����M�X�[�W�D�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���µ���-�H�V�X�V���O�D�L�G���D���V�W�R�U�\���Q�H�[�W���W�R���O�L�I�H�����W�K�L�V��
case is of a farmer doing his own seasonal sowing of 
seed �³  �´�7�K�H���V�R�Z�H�U���V�R�Z�V���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���µ���+�H���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�V����4:14. 
And the word sown into the weeds has no fighting 
chance to produce essential fruit. The carnal heart goes 
�X�Q�F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���D�Q�G���U�L�G�G�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���'�H�Y�L�O�·�V���Z�H�H�G�V�����-�H�V�X�V��
identifies three choking forms, 4:19. 

 �´�&�D�U�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�µ��describe the unfocused ideals 
and untempered attachments that occupy time and rob 
the Christian of mental acuity. The attitude most com-
�P�R�Q�O�\���P�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�V���L�W�V�H�O�I���L�Q���W�K�H���H�[�F�X�V�H�����´�,���G�R�Q�·�W���K�D�Y�H���W�L�P�H���µ 

 �´�'�H�F�H�L�W�I�X�O�Q�H�V�V���R�I���U�L�F�K�H�V�µ��reveals the great treach-
ery of abundance and the happiness in things. Luke-

warmness is its inevitable outcome and its creed is the 
same as at Laodicea �³  �´�,���D�P���U�L�F�K�����,���K�D�Y�H���S�U�R�V�S�H�U�H�G�����D�Q�G��
I need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitia-
ble, poor, �E�O�L�Q�G�����D�Q�G���Q�D�N�H�G���µ��Revelation 3:17. 

 �´�7�K�H���G�H�V�L�U�H�V���I�R�U���R�W�K�H�U���W�K�L�Q�J�V�µ��will ultimately allow 
�L�Q�I�H�U�L�R�U���S�X�U�V�X�L�W�V���W�R���P�D�V�W�H�U���W�K�H���P�L�Q�G�����6�R�R�Q���W�K�H���P�L�Q�G�·�V�� 

 

    

 

 

�F�H�Q�W�H�U���I�L�Q�G�V���L�W�V�H�O�I���I�D�U���I�U�R�P���*�R�G�����W�K�H���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�·�V���L�P��
portant work is left undone. 

 The Devil chokes the seed by causing the inferior 
pursuits of life to master our minds, causing the world of 
God among men to take secondary place. Gain, glory 
and pleasure are all the briers of the dark world sown to 
choke the carnal heart. 

 None is immune. And, unless and until the hearer 
�D�G�G�U�H�V�V�H�V���W�K�H���'�H�Y�L�O�·�V���Z�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�D�U�Q�D�O���K�H�D�U�W���K�H���Z�L�O�O��
languish and be choked out completely. But, how can 
�W�K�H���'�H�Y�L�O�·�V���F�K�R�N�H�K�R�O�G���E�H���E�U�R�N�H�Q�"���7�K�U�H�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V�� 

 Take radical steps to keep your heart pure, 
�´�'�U�D�Z���Q�H�D�U���W�R���*�R�G�����D�Q�G���K�H���Z�L�O�O���G�U�D�Z���Q�H�D�U���W�R��
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-�P�L�Q�G�H�G���µ��James 4:8.  

 Make God and His work the center of your joy. 
�,�W�·�V���Q�R�W���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���U�H�P�R�Y�H���W�K�H���M�X�Q�N���W�K�D�W���F�O�X�W�W�H�U�V�����7�K�H��
heart must be filled and occupied with excellence �³  
�´�:�K�D�W���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G and received and heard and 
seen in me �³  practice these things, and the God of 
�S�H�D�F�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X���µ��Philippians 4:8-9. 

 �6�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I���Z�L�W�K���*�R�G�·�V���S�H�R�S�O�H����The faithful 
�R�I���*�R�G���D�U�H���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���V�R�L�O�����7�K�H�\���D�U�H�Q�·�W���I�U�L�Q�J�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�����,�I��
you are to succeed in your service, throw in with them 
and get busy, Hebrews 10:25. �‰ 
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