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 Saul of Tarsus spent his life pursuing the law 

and Judaism ñ òcircumcised on the eighth day, 

of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, 

a Hebrew of Hebrew; as to the law a Pharisee; as 

to zeal a persecutor of the church; as to right-

eousness under the law, blameless,ó Philippians 

3:5-6. Judaism was his life. This was what gave 

him meaning and significance. It was his gain, his 

fortune, his joy. Christ changed it all! 

 òBut, whatever gain I had, I counted as loss 

for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything 

as losséó 7-8. In Christ, Paul considered his 

past spoiled produce ñ rubbish. He asserts four 

desires for which he was willing to give up every 

earthly aspiration and attainment, 9-11. 

 KNOWING  CHRIST  ñ Paul counted the op-

portunity to know Jesus above anything and eve-

rything else. In big read letters he wrote, òLOSSó 

over every accomplishment and every posses-

sion. Knowing Christ is the only thing that 

   meant anything in this life. It meant finding 

|   true prominence (excellency, kjv) in this life 

and the next. Knowing Jesus meant understand-

ing the law of Moses. It meant grasping the eter-

nal plan of God. Knowing Christ meant finding 

the forgiveness God offers to all men.  

 GAIN  CHRIST  ñ Giving up òall thingsó for 

òhis sakeó is required if Christ is to be gained. 

Paul happily left it all. The roadway toward God 

is littered with the valueless rubbish of those 

who walk with Jesus and Paul. 

 FOUND  IN  CHRIST  ñ Being found òin 

himó became the singular aspirational goal of 

Paul, 8-9. While Paul lived blamelessly under the 

law, his righteousness was still suspect. No more. 

òIn Christó his faith is counted as righteousness 

by the God of Abraham. 

 RESURRECTION  ñ Paul was willing not 

only to suffer, but also to die suffering in order 

to òattain the resurrection of the dead,ó 11. He 

says, òby any means possible.ó Paul showed us 

that when living with Christ is the only thing of 

value or importance, òrejoicing in the Lordó is 

the result come what may! Ç 
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All  of us to one extent or another 

are creatures of prejudice, or 

òpredisposition.ó While imagining that we 

are independent thinkers, studiously logical, 

and quite objective in our appraisals, we 

have strong dispositions toward certain 

views, procedures, and organizations. These 

dispositions result from many things: rear-

ing, custom or tradition, popularity of the 

thing in question, innate personality traits 

etc. The cause may differ with different in-

dividuals, and whatever the cause the prac-

tical result in the same, but we all have pre-

dispositions. This fact should cause every 

man who desires to spend eternity with 

God to reexamine the spiritual ground on 

which he stands. Am I what I am and do I 

believe and practice that which I believe 

and practice because they are right and true, 

or because they are what I want to be right 

and true? 

 One of the universal tendencies of 

mankind has been to worship a God of his 

own creation. This can and is done without 

constructing a graven image of wood, 

stone, or precious metal. Many individuals 

professing to be New Testament Christians 

who would consider it quite heathen to 

bow down to a graven image (to) worship a 

God of their own creation. The Psalmist 

warned against this tendency when he quot-

ed God as saying to the wicked: òThese 

things hast thou done, and I kept silence; 

thou thoughtest that I was altogether such a 

one as thyself . .ó Psalm 50:21. Do we wor-

ship and serve God as He is revealed to us 

in His word? Or, do we worship and serve 

Him is we desire Him to be? 

 Frances Bacon wrote: òWhat a man had 

rather were true he more readily believes. 

Therefore he rejects difficult things from 

impatience of research; sober things, be-

cause they narrow hope; the deeper things 

of nature, from superstition; the light of 

experience, from arrogance and pride, lest 

his mind should seem to be occupied with 

things mean and transitory: things not com-

monly believed, out of deference to the 

opinion of the vulgar. Numberless in short 

are the wars, and sometimes imperceptible, 

in which affections color and infect the un-

derstanding.ó (Novum Organum via Logic 

and Language.) 

 Jesus impressively taught in the 

òParable of the Soweró that the "good 

seed" ñ òthe word of Godó ñ takes root 

and grows to fruition only in the ògood and 

honest heart,ó Luke 8:11-15. The more 

strongly therefore we desire to believe a 

thing, the more carefully we should guard 

against being deceived by our own predis-

position! Ç 
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