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“LOSS"”
Michael W. McLemore

Saul of Tarsus spent his life pursuing the land the next. Knowing Jesus meant understand-
and Judaisim 0 ci r cumci s ed o imgthelaw of Mosgshit mreantigaagping the eter-
of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamimal plan of God. Knowing Christ meant finding
a Hebrew of Hebrew; as to the law a Phariseethasforgiveness God offers to all men.
to zeal a persecutor of the church; astoright-  GaN CHRISTA Gi vi ng up oal |

eousness under Philipp@ansl W, sblsamelsess, ¢ equired
3:56. Judaism was his life. This was what gaveaul happily left it all. The roadway toward God
him meaning and significance. It was his gain,idigtered with the valueless rubbish of those |
fortune,his joy. Christ changed it all! who walk with Jesus and Paul. |

oBut, whatever gain IpouRIM CHRIST ACEPEiNd € df AuSn d
for the sake of Christ. Indeed, | count everythiRgi m¢ became the singul
as | @8 k€hrist, Paul considered his  payl8-9. While Paul lived blamelessly under the |

past spoiled produce rubbish. He asserts four|aw, his righteousness was still suspect. No more.
desires for which he was willingtogiveupeveggyy n Chri st 6 his faith

earthly aspiration and attainméritl by the God of Abraham.
KNOWING CHRIST fi Paul counted the op-  ResurrecTION i Paul was willing not

portunity to know Jesus above anything and eygty to suffer, but also to die suffering in order
rything else. In big read lettersMnete,0,LOS0 t o dattain the rlaslairr e

over every accomplishment and every possess gy s, oby any means po
sion. Knowing Christ is the only thing that  that when living with Christ is the only thing of
meant anything in this life. It meantfinding v a| ue or i mportance, o

true prominence (excellenky) in this life  the result come what m&y!
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ed God as saying to t
A of us to one extent or anotherthings hast thou done, and | kept silence;

are creatures of prejudice, or thou thoughtest that | was altogether such a
opredisposition. 6 Whiel @ si iPshlyiS02Daine war-h @t
are independent thinkers, studiously logicsttjp and serve God as He is revealed to us
and quite objective in our appraisals, we in His word? Or, do we worship and serve
have strong dispositions toward certain  Him is we desire Him to be?
views, procedures, and organizations. TheseF e o s
dispositions result from many things: rear.
ing, custom or tradition, popularity of the

thing in question, innate personality tra'tsimpatience of research; sober things, be-

etc. The cause may differ with different inéause they narrow hope: the deeper things

SIbflLElRs, e WTERENET o CENEE (12 P'%t nature, from superstition; the light of
tical result in the same, but we all have pr&perience, from arrogance and pride, lest

dispositions. This fact should cause every.i. mind should seem to be occupied with
man who desires to spend eternity with things mean and transitory: things not com-

Goq to reexamine the spiritual ground onmonly believed. out of deference to the
WhICH helstanas, Amiliwnatilamiand ao Iopinion of the vulgar. Numberless in short

believe and practice that which | believe are the wars, and sometimes imperceptible,

and practice because they are right anq $HSuhich affections color and infect the un-
or because they are what | want to be nglate rstanding.6 (Novum

2
and true’ and Language.)

Bacon wrote:
rather were true he more readily believes.
Therefore he rejects difficult things from

One of the universal tendencies of Jesus impressively taught in the
mankind hasbeentoworshipaGodofhig Parable of the Sower

own creation. This can and is done withog%ed.ﬁ 5t he wor i takesrooto d 6
constructing a graven image of wood, and grows to fruition

stone, or precious metal. Many individualia| onest Luked:adsThe dore

professing to be New Testament ChriStiagﬁongly therefore we desire to believe a
who would consider it quite heathen to thing, the more carefully we should guard

G T .to a graven.image (t0) Wor_Shipa%ainst being deceived by our own predis-
God of their own creation. The Psalmist positionIC

warned against this tendency when he quot-
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