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The most intimate of human relationships iger, or weak in our commitments. May we never
the one between husbands and wives in our niet-\We must not betray our spiritual potential
ital covenants. With sociologigtstelling us that and abandon the Divinely appointed path.
more than half of all first marriages are failing, 3DpX0O FKDUJHG “3XW RQ WK
something must be wrong with our thinking. ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts,
:KHUH LV WKH “H[FHO OH QF Hihd#dds it MedRiieds Qid bQRiME, bear
our roles as mates and parents? ing with one another and, if one has a complaint

5HVHDUFK WHOOV XV WK Da@é.ns\fvah&r@r @HIINY Kach BihdrVasSie WM
has been laid aside as an archaic convention jus forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And
the wedding ceremonies of the modern era. Ingipve all these put on love, which binds every-
SODFH DUH WKLQJV OLNH ’IfRikl BgétHerRQari&VhdRmoHy. A Yebth¥ K D
ODVWu RU "XQWLO RXU WLPHHWRHHMKERIUL VR X Eidibsatsd 217
that for being opeanded? For leaving away 3:1215 The world may abandon the divine pat-
RXW" )RU VRPH SHRSOH ZKRWM WX HR U RPEOH0COHEHH LQ PD
GRHVQ-W ODVW LQWR WKH WisiHditfast Brid Mtforshketblirthighdstifedls.
WRIJHWKHUu LV KDUGO\ HQ Rpklen¥igh, %&n2ay Sl fall short of our goals.

"ODNH LW HDV\ RQ \R XUV HOtlwe WiHn¢reYVadhi&eEremiikthe path of
rule of thumb for too many today. So in our cuiminimal effort.

ture relationships begin with low expectations.  Excellence in marriage doesn't come through
Where is the excellence? Among the people adhortcuts or along the path of least resistance. By

God it must not be so! We must not become s nature, quality requires exacting standards and
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finally happened. It took a pandemic to force us @ityone. For example, on multiple occasions, they accused Hi
of our comfort zones, but we are most definitely of disrespecting and violating Holy law by healing on the Sab-
out. Welcome to a new normal that is anything biath. He was quick to remind His detractors: "God desires
normal. Each of us are making our way through the rapids #HUF\ QRW VDFULILFH p
uncharted waters, as the fluidity of our world changes hourly. +H DVNHG “:KLFK RI \RX KDYLQJ D

All of which says, if the Gospel is relevant and the churtdllen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull
is bigger than a building, now is the time to show it. KLP RXW"uy 7KH DQVZHU ZDV REYLRXYV
stitute work and work violated the seventh da&iwast

| G177 EUTEZASE) )y LA LA i St IrlTgs el e ﬁg %nt matter. Intertwined with loving the Lord is loving your

pening. For example, gone are social media posts about p
and photos about lunch and, instead, more references to the"
power and comfort of the Word. By the way, if you need to Thus, with the two commandments, it is not either/or, but
listen to a lesson in your home, dozens are available. Appdyetit- Thus, in times of neighbor crisis, we have tremendous
O\ 6DWDQ GRHVQ-W RZQ DOO RI W HpuRteRd live like Jesus. To let lights shine and show
show our neighbors that we live for Him and that we live like
Him.

,Q WKH IDOO DQG ZLQWHU RI WKH "6SD \Y/ Q NLOOHG
700,000 Americans. Schools, businesses, and theaters closed. qhe FKregent)fJ'ilstress
Departments of health urged churches to stop meeting. Most A similar situation occurs in 1 Corinthians 7 when the
did. As quoted in The Christian Chronicle, preacher M.C. Kapostle suggested that sacred marriage be postponed due to
fees of Louisville, Kentucky, sent a letter to the members of WKH SUHVHQW GLVWUHVV j1espe@alyV
the Campbell Street church in his city. Kurfees said, VLQFH +H-V WKH 2QH ZKR JDYH LW *
sembling with others on the First Bagspecially since He set
%ﬁu in motion. In both cases, the present distress takes prece

Back to the Future

It behooves us to cheerfully submit to this order and to
exert all our energies in an earnest and sympathetic ef
to cooperate with the benevolent purpose of our govern-
ment to check the deplorable disease. Sometimes there are events and challenges beyond our
control that leave us with one reasonable choice: do the best
\RX FDQ 7KLV LV HIDFWO\ ZKDW 3DX
7TKHUH ZHUH D IHZ GLVVHQWLQJ Yeddirtebk\is préséht, @ i3 acZdptadlX scdordrnig kb\what a pers
*RG UDWKHU WKDQ PHQ p +RZHYHU KWKR QR W RLAFFFHRU OLLNHWRIAKDMWR KH G
day) fail to understand one essential truth: this is not a perSgamslation: do the best you can.
tion issue. No one is telling us to stop sharing our faith. The If the Lord Wills
powers that be are not trying to keep us from God, but trying
WR NHHS XV DOLYH 7KLV LV QRW DQ $BPWHV QDMWXDARRKQ S WHKGI\FORFH QW
manded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Je§ 7TRGD\ RU WRPRUURZ ZH ZLOO JR W
VXVu EXW D 5RPDQV VLW X DW L R §perideaH/ehr@hevexaBdveHgade InP (SinasR akd kKnblkeldRpYof-
HUQLQJ SRZHUVu LWu 7KH LVVXH LVQ-W DERXW S

When Jesus gave the great commands (Matt.22), He nefﬁuu = AL JI o 'EH I = RQ LfQ h QIF\ sob
WKH VHFRQG “ORYH \RXU QHLJKE R e WOlgg-M5kpiR'ans, PubIgave 9omyer RFRians-L u v
"ORYH WKH /RUG ZLWK DOO \RXU KH DIbidk about @ourDife tvly & @w\d&y/ & adjoZAnyMing/differ
are intertwined. One of the ways we show our love for our ent?
God is in the way we treat those around us. It is hard for a
church to have a community reputation for loving people |f
they ignore health guidelines that place that very communl}ye
risk.

Sound familiar?

In all of this, we learn a major truth: We. Are. Not. In.
qtrol As the world turns and news breaks, believers rest in
ce knowmg that God is still on the Throne and that He
holds all of us in His hands.

e @i il 1 s veEr, oL lous Bliven. May our Lord take care of us and use this pandemic as a

way to gain our attention. One thing for sure, our faith has left

"HVXV KDG PRUH WURXEOH zLwKk K6 RYAI0%%e L JLRXV "ULIKWH WKDQ ZLW
Pressing On Magaimd 2020

The Religious Right

Weatherly Weekly



