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A 
 grumpy, middle-aged couple stood before 

a counter in a Travel Agency. When asked 

what could be done for them, they said, 

òWeõd like a pleasure cruise, but book us on different 

ships,ó Saturday Evening Post. 

 This brings to mind a number of brethren we 

have known through the years. They plan to have a 

joyous time in heaven, but they have such an aversion 

to other brothers and sisters who are planning to do 

the same things that they are determined to make the 

journey on òdifferent ships.ó This explains why, in a 

relatively small city, one may often several òsoundó 

congregations with considerably less than 100 mem-

bers each totally out of fellowship with one another. 

 Paul said, òBrethren, yet have been called unto 

liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the 

flesh, but by love serve one another,ó Galatians 5:13. 

   One wonders how that those unable to tolerate one 

another on their professed journey to heaven will be 

able to tolerate one another in heave and be happy at 

the same tie. Abrahamõs reminder to Lot when a dan-

ger of cleavage arose should admonish us today. We 

also need to remember that, òWe be brethren!ó Too, 

we should remind ourselves that the enemies of truth 

have no more potent weapon in their ceaseless battle 

than the unlovely and unnecessary divisions among 

professed Christians. Paulõs reminder that we are 

òservantsó of one another, and the yoke that binds us 

is òloveó which always seeks the highest good of its 

object should develop within us a spirit of mutual 

toleration in matters that do not affect oneõs personal 

conscience and thus preclude division among us. 

 By all means, let us do our best to make our 

òpleasure cruiseó to heaven on the same ship other-

wise our cruise may no be òpleasantó and its ultimate 

destination may not be heaven! Ç 
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W 
hat is your view of your membership in the lo-

cal church? Far too many view òchurch mem-

bershipó the way they view membership in a 

country club. Country club membership means òperks.ó  

Membership means privileges. Membership means others 

will serve me. Just pay the monthly dues and you can have 

others taking care of you while you enjoy a life of leisure. 

 Unfortunately, some local Christians have a similar, very 

unbiblical, view of their relationship to the local church 

membership. For them membership is about receiving in-

stead of serving, rights instead of responsibilities, and enti-

tlements instead of sacrifices. This wrongful view of mem-

bership sees contribution as membership dues that entitle 

them to a never-ending list of privileges and expectations, 

instead of an unconditional cheerful gift to God. 

 It would be easy to blame secular culture, or the godless 

politics of our nation, or even on the hypocritical members 

or uncaring a preacher for the decline of involvement in a 

local church. But, we would ALL do well to look in the mir-

ror. Could it be that we are not as strong and growing be-

cause too many Christians have lost the biblical understand-

ing of what it means to be a part of the body of Christ? Are 

we expecting others to serve us, to feed us, to care for us. 

We don't hypocrisy in the church, but we fail to see our own 

hypocrisies. 

 God never intended the local church to be a òcountry 

club.ó He gave Christians the local church in his wisdom as 

a place for us to serve, to care for others, to pray for leaders, 

to learn, to teach, to give, and, in some cases, to die for the 

sake of the gospel.  òMembershipó in the Bible is very dif-

ferent from a secular understanding of òBible membership.ó 

 Consider Paulõs admonition to the Corinthians: òFor just 

as the body is one and has many members, and all the mem-

bers of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 

Christ,ó 1 Corinthians 12:12.  We are all different, suited to 

different tasks and varied abilities.  Yet, we are compelled to 

work together toward a singular end.  Paul directly addresses 

what it means to be a functioning member of a local church:  

òFor the body does not consist of one member but of 

many,ó 14.  Just as in the human body there are different 

parts, it is still a unified whole. And this unified whole is 

made up of many parts, each with unique and essential pur-

poses and functions. The foot, the hand, the ear, the eye, the 

nose, each has a necessary function and yet it is still a part of 

the whole body, 15-26.   

 The Lord in His wisdom has given every Christian re-

sponsibilities which can only be fulfilled in a local fellow-

ship. He has made us each partners with the whole, locally.  

òNow you are the body of Christ and individually members 

of it, 27. Christians are all supposed to function in the local 

church. 

 It occurs to me that the concept of an òinactive church 

memberó is an oxymoron. Biblically, no such church mem-

ber really exists. Because we are all different with different 

gifts and abilities, we will function differently from other 

members. But, if we are true and biblical church members, 

we will be functioning members. If you are a member, you 

must be a functioning member. Itõs just that simple. Ç 


