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grumpy, middiaged couple stood beforeanother on their professed journey to heaven will be
a counter in a Travel Agency. When askefile to tolerate one another in heave and be happy at
what could be done for them, theysaid,t he same tie. Abrahamoés
oWedd | i ke a pl easur e gecofcdeavage groseshotld adnoonigh usdoday. dVe
ships, 6 Saturday EvenahgoPonseéed to remember t
This brings to mind a number of brethren we We should remind ourselves that the enemies of truth

have known through the years. They plan to have/ Ve no more potent weapon in their ceaseless battle

joyous time in heaven, but they have such an avelid@hthe unlovely and unnecessary divisions among
to other brothers and sisters who are planningto " ©f essed Chri sti ans. P
the same things that they are determined to makéte€ r vant sé6 of one anoth
journey on odifferent! $hPheVveoTWhccBxal WRAKS

relatively small cityobegshqild ﬁ*ﬁ}éﬁkopwmnv%aﬁpirigomﬁéaﬂ al
congregations with considerably less than 100 mént I.e e Ol et L er s 1
bers each totally out of fellowship with one anothefonscience and thus preclude division among us.

Paul said, o0Brethren, Bhakmeans letusdo guehgshio makeoyr ¢ g
liberty: only use not liberty for an occasion to the © P leasure cr o ise6 to he
flesh, but by Gaaaes533eVVveCofke’ anbt¥hef,6 Hay no

One wonders how that those unable to tolerate §stination may not be heaén!
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country cl ub. 0 U ry 4sthe Body 'isone and has'many mé&nmbers. ahd afl the
M_embershlp means privileges. Membership means ott}%rc»s of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
will serve me. Just pay the monthly dues and you can Baye, i1 erintiians 12:Mle are all different, suited to

OtNErs taking care oryouwhite yourenjoy'a liie'ot Ie'Su@iﬁerent tasks and varied abilities. Yet, we are compelled

Unfortunately, some local Christians have a similaryek/together toward a singular end. Paul directly addres:
unbiblical, view of their relationship to the local church what it means to be a functioning member of a local churcl
membership. For them membership is about receivinginFor t he body does not con
stead of serving, rights instead of responsibilities, and emé-n {4, Just as in the human body there are different
tlements instead of sacrifices. This wrongful view of merarts, it is still a unified whole. And this unified whole is
bership sees contribution as membership dues that entitiede up of many parts, each with unique and essential pL
them to a neveending list of privileges and expectationgoses and functions. The foot, the hand, the ear, the eye,
instead of an unconditional cheerful gift to God. nose, each has a necessary function and yet it is still a pal

It would be easy to blame secular culture, or the goﬁ18§’¥h°'e bodyl 526

politics of our nation, or even on the hypocritical membersThe Lord in His wisdom has given every Christian re-
or uncaring a preacher for the decline of involvement isponsibilities which can only be fulfilled in a local fellow-
local church. But, we would ALL do well to look in the raiip. He has made us each partners with the whole, locall
ror. Could it be that we are not as strong and growinglieNow you are the body of C
cause too many Christians have lost the biblical understhind27. Christians are all supposed to function in the local
ing of what it means to be a part of the body of Christ?knarch.

we expecting otherg to serve us, to feed usf to care for Ui + occurs to me that the
We don't hypocrisy in the church, but we fail to see OUroWN . beré is an ox ymoron. B i

hypocrisies. ber really exists. Because we are all different with different

God never intended t he (dfteanddbilitieshwe wittfanctiorodifférently #omoother u 1
club. 6 He gave Chri st i an sentbdrse But, ibvweark true &nd biblical chunsh nfembers,
a place for us to serve, to care for others, to pray for leagensll be functioning members. If you are a member, you
to learn, to teach, to give, and, in some cases,todiefantbest be a functi oni nd memb
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