SAMUEL
David’s Rise To Power
2 Samuel 2:12-4
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Chapter 2
Joab enters
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Pool of Gibeon
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Representative
combat was not
uncommon

● David and Goliath

14. Then Abner said to
Joab, “Let’s have some of
the young men get up and
ﬁght hand to hand in front
of us.” “All right, let them
do it,” Joab said.
15. So they stood up and
were counted off—twelve
men for Benjamin and
Ish-Bosheth son of Saul,
and twelve for David.”
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The Place of
Heroes

16 Then each man grabbed his
opponent by the head and thrust his
dagger into his opponent’s side, and
they fell down together. So that
place in Gibeon was called Helkath
Hazzurim.
17 The battle that day was very ﬁerce,
and Abner and the Israelites were
defeated by David’s men.
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21 Then Abner said to him, “Turn aside to the
right or to the left; take on one of the young men
and strip him of his weapons.” But Asahel would
not stop chasing him.

Abner Appeals
to Ashaeal

22 Again Abner warned Asahel, “Stop chasing
me! Why should I strike you down? How could I
look your brother Joab in the face?”

23 But Asahel refused to give up the pursuit; so
Abner thrust the butt of his spear into Asahel’s
stomach, and the spear came out through his
back. He fell there and died on the spot. And
every man stopped when he came to the place
where Asahel had fallen and died.
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Both
Wirthdraw
Vs 24-32

Israelites Dead

David’s Men Dead
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20 (19+1)

26 Abner called out to Joab, “Must
the sword devour forever? Don’t
you realize that this will end in
bitterness? How long before you
order your men to stop pursuing
their fellow Israelites?”
27 Joab answered, “As surely as God
lives, if you had not spoken, the men
would have continued pursuing
them until morning.”
28 So Joab blew the trumpet, and all
the troops came to a halt; they no
longer pursued Israel, nor did they
ﬁght anymore.
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Chapter 3
Abner goes over to David

SAMUEL

6 During the war between the house of Saul and the
house of David, Abner had been strengthening his own
position in the house of Saul.

Ish-Bosheth
Runs his mouth
about Abner…
Abner is less than thrilled…

7 Now Saul had had a concubine named Rizpah daughter
of Aiah. And Ish-Bosheth said to Abner, “Why did you
sleep with my father’s concubine?”
8 Abner was very angry because of what Ish-Bosheth
said. So he answered, “Am I a dog’s head—on Judah’s
side? This very day I am loyal to the house of your father
Saul and to his family and friends. I haven’t handed you
over to David. Yet now you accuse me of an offense
involving this woman!
9 May God deal with Abner, be it ever so severely, if I do
not do for David what the Lord promised him on oath
10 and transfer the kingdom from the house of Saul and
establish David’s throne over Israel and Judah from Dan
to Beersheba.”
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11 Ish-Bosheth did not dare to say another word to
Abner, because he was afraid of him.

17 Abner conferred with the elders of Israel and said,
“For some time you have wanted to make David your
king.

Abner and David
make a deal

18 Now do it! For the Lord promised David, ‘By my
servant David I will rescue my people Israel from
the hand of the Philistines and from the hand of all
their enemies.’”
19 Abner also spoke to the Benjamites in person.
Then he went to Hebron to tell David everything
that Israel and the whole tribe of Benjamin wanted
to do.
20 When Abner, who had twenty men with him,
came to David at Hebron, David prepared a feast for
him and his men.
21 Then Abner said to David, “Let me go at once and
assemble all Israel for my lord the king, so that they
may make a covenant with you, and that you may
rule over all that your heart desires.” So David sent
Abner away, and he went in peace.
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●

Joab is less than
thrilled at the
deal…

●
●

Joab returns, accuses Abner of
spying
○

Vs 24 and 25

○

Vs 26-27 ( Josephus)

○
○

Vs 28 and 29
David’s Lament

Joab goes after Abner and murders
him
David's Response
■

Vs 33 and 34

“Should Abner have died as the lawless
die?
34 Your hands were not bound, your feet
were not fettered.
You fell as one falls before the wicked.”
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Chapter 4
Another murder!
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Another understatement!
Vs 1

1. When Ish-Bosheth
son of Saul heard that
Abner had died in
Hebron, he lost
courage, and all Israel
became alarmed.
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5 Now Rekab and Baanah, the sons of Rimmon
the Beerothite, set out for the house of
Ish-Bosheth, and they arrived there in the
heat of the day while he was taking his
noonday rest.

The Murder of
Ish-Bosheth
A quick aside in vs 4.

6 They went into the inner part of the house
as if to get some wheat, and they stabbed him
in the stomach. Then Rekab and his brother
Baanah slipped away.
7 They had gone into the house while he was
lying on the bed in his bedroom. After they
stabbed and killed him, they cut off his head.
Taking it with them, they traveled all night by
way of the Arabah.
8 They brought the head of Ish-Bosheth to
David at Hebron and said to the king, “Here is
the head of Ish-Bosheth son of Saul, your
enemy, who tried to kill you. This day the Lord
has avenged my lord the king against Saul and
his offspring.”
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9 …“As surely as the Lord lives, who
has delivered me out of every
trouble,

Rekab and Baanah
Don't know their history…

10 when someone told me, ‘Saul is
dead,’ and thought he was bringing
good news, I seized him and put him
to death in Ziklag. That was the
reward I gave him for his news!
11 How much more—when wicked
men have killed an innocent man in
his own house and on his own
bed—should I not now demand his
blood from your hand and rid the
earth of you!”
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