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Do You Want to See God?

By Ben Hall (our speaker for our Fall Meeting)

Jesus said, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see
God” (Matthew 5:8). There is not a more heart stirring re-
ward listed in the blessing statements of this passage which
we call the Beatitudes than this one. To fully embrace the
beauty of the Creator of the universe is an amazing gift that
no man on Earth has ever been fully afforded. However, see-
ing God is not a grace that all people will receive. Only those
who are “pure in heart” will see Him.

What then does it mean to be “pure in heart”? Does it mean
that | clean out mean thoughts, lustful desires, or other
worldly evils? These are certainly crucial to creating and
maintaining a pure heart. However, James helps us under-
stand purity of heart when the Spirit says through him,
“purify your hearts you double-minded” (James 4:8b). What
is the central corruption in our hearts? The pollution pointed
out in this text is being “double-minded.”

To be “pure in heart” is to have an intense, single-minded
devotion to God without other desires (‘sinful’ or not) to sep-
arate our hearts from His. The issue for many Christians is
that we have yet to lay aside all the weights and encum-
brances which divide our interests and make us double-
minded people.

So, how can | tell if  am “pure in heart” or “double- mind-
ed”? While certainly not an exhaustive set of tests, perhaps
these are a few things we can examine to discover whether
our hearts are undivided in our devotion to God or if we yet
need to purify our double-mindedness.

1. How strongly do I trust God in prayer (James 1:5-8)?
James also said that those who are “double-minded” are
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people who ask for help from God yet doubt His ability to
deliver. We must first rely on God enough to ask for His help
in our walk with Him and actually believe that He is the one
and only who could fulfill our needs. When | consider this, |
share in the prayer of the man who said, “I believe; help my
unbelief!” (Mark 9:24).

2. What are my goals in life on earth (Matthew 6:33)?
Though it is a familiar verse, we can never forget Jesus’ com-
mand that we must “seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness.” When you consider your future plans in life,
who is the center of them? | spoke with a brother recently
who shared his dream of retiring not so that he could relax
or be granted earthly pleasures but so he could preach the
gospel overseas. Do | have a pure desire for greater service
in the Kingdom or is my heart divided between my life with
God and the things that surround me here?

3. Do | care about what God says to me (Psalm 119:11)? The
psalmist said to God, “Your word | have stored up in my
heart, that | should not sin against you” (Psalm 119:11). He
wanted God in his heart more than anything else. If we are
going to have a pure, undivided devotion to God then we
must know and desire God’s will to become a part of us on
the deepest level. The only agent that can purify my heart is
God and while | pray that He would “create in me a clean
heart” (Psalm 51:10) | must labor with Him in this by hiding,
as one hymn puts it, the “ancient words” that “resound with
God’s own heart” in my heart.

A single-minded purity in a heart that is devoted to God is an
overwhelming challenge to consider at times, but we know
that it is possible by the blood of Lamb. If we are willing to
give ourselves over in total commitment to our God, then,
we will be blessed by Him. The blessing of seeing God’s face
will not go to all but only to those who are “His slaves...[for]
they will see His face” (Revelation 22:3b-4)
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UPDATED PRAYER LIST
Hailey Boniche has ear surgery on 1/24 at 7:30
a.m. at St. Luke’s the Woodlands.
Lily Henss who fainted Sunday is better and back
to school and work.
Parker Henss began Army basic training this
week. Pray for his success and encouragement
of faith — as well as his parents.
Morgan Potter asks for prayers for her pregnan-
cy, due 7/26/2020.
Lori Alexander@ niece’s newborn son Luke Pe-
terbaugh, had bacterial meningitis and has been
diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy.
Funeral for Rich Shewmake@ mother (Barbara
Jean) is Sat., 1/25, at Clark’s Funeral Home, 312
S. Wood St. Neosho, MO 64850.
Several people are battling seasonal ailments.
Prayers for wellness is appreciated.

—See Enews for Ongoing Prayer List
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MEETINGS, EVENTS, SINGINGS & STUDIES

= WINTER ADULT CLASSES

& ROMANS | SUNDAY in the Auditorium

& THE MESSIAH® MISFITS | SUNDAY in Class-
room #5

z INTRODUCING THE PSALMS | WEDNESDAY in
the Auditorium

1 BARNABAS GROUP | Postcards on the Barnabas

table. See Leo Betancourt.

1 2:52 Kids Class (MEMORIZING BIBLE FACTS &

PRAISE) [2-12] | 2/2/20, 4:30 p.m. classroom #9

s SONG LEADER TRAINING CLASS | (3™ Sundays)

1/19/2020, 4:00 p.m.

1 YOUNG ADULT STUDY [“twenty-somethings”]

Friday, 1/25%, 6:30 p.m. at the Hootons.
7 TUESDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY [Tuesdays, 10:30
a.m.] | studying Luke in classroom 5.
¢ TEEN BIBLE DEVO [12-18, 3¢ Saturdays] 1/25,
Preuss’ home, 6:00 p.m.
¢ ADULT BIBLE STUDY [30/40 somethings, bi-
monthly] | 1/25, 6:00 p.m., C/T Chapman’s.
OUTREACH MEETUP STUDY | Mondays at
Panera Bread at 7:00 p.m.
BUILDING A GODLY HOME Bible Study | Sun-
days beginning 2/2/2020, 4:00 p.m.
7 WORKDAY | Sat., 2/8/2020
1 Begins in 3 Weeks! WINTER MEETING | with
Ethan Longhenry from Los Angeles, CA | 2/9-12
1 SINGING | Sat., 3/7/2020
YOUTH LECTURES | NEW DATE | Sat-Sun, 8/8-9/
2020
MEETING | with Ben Hall from Brooklyn, NY,
9/13-16/2020
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AREA EVENTS

7 GOSPEL MEETING | Woodland Hills church of
Christ | Conroe | 1/16-19

7 GOSPEL MEETING | Humble church of Christ |
Humble | 1/24-26

1 GOSPEL MEETING | Twin City church of Christ |
College Station | 1/26-29

1 SINGING | CyFair church of Christ | CyFair |
1/31

DIRECTORY UPDATES

1 PHOTO DIRECTORIES The most recent printed
directory is in the foyer for members. Changes?
See Brian Clark for any corrections or changes.

1 Keith and Roxanne Hodges will be moving to
Nebraska. Keith will begin a new job with train-
ing next week and Roxanne and the kids will
follow by June. Send them prayers and well-
wishes. We will miss them! Roxanne will be
travelling and visiting before the move later this
year.

1 WELCOME to Debbie Horn who placed member-
ship with us on Sunday.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

1 VOLUNTEER SIGN UPs for 2020, including Com-

munion Prep, visitor greeting and bimonthly

building lockup.

PLEASE NOTICE a NEW sign-up sheet for build-

ing lockup that will volunteer for 15 days at a

time.

1 DO YOU EXCEL in SOCIAL MEDIA? Don is looking
for some volunteers to co-manage the INSTA-
GRAM and TWITTER accounts with him. If you
are interested, be sure to message Don or text
him.
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Attendance Last Month Avg Last Week
Sunday Bible Class 99 104
Sunday Worship AM 154 194
Sunday Worship PM 75 110
Wednesday PM 73 92

Sunday AM Worship 1/19/2020 1/26/2020 Communion Preparation
Song Leader Dwight Osteen Steve Dargan January — LeBlanc
1st prayer Kaku Barkoh Harvey Goble Visitor Hospitality
Scripture Reading Lester Cockrell — Phil. 2:1-18 Jay Dunlin — Rom. 13:1-8 January — Arrants
Lord Supper Lead Jay Dulin Dwight Haas Elders
Bread Barrett Blankenship Michael Henss Keith Arrants 936.582.1244
Fruit of Vine Norman Davis Hayden Clark George Chapman  281.298.1303
Offering Stuart Jones Leo Betancourt Norman Davis 832.326.2966
Helper Michael Harvey Clint Ford Don Hooton 936.443.6230
Helper Mitch Harvey Nathan Shows Deacons
Preaching Don Hooton Don Hooton John Beighle 806.367.3389
Usher Leo Betancourt Craig Preuss Adam Bohanan 281.798.1093

Closing Prayer Trent Williams

Cody Betton

Brian Clark 281.513.0706

Announcements Dwight Haas Norman Davis Gary LeBlanc 281.292.0262
Sunday PM Worship 1/19/2020 1/26/2020 Craig Preuss 832.477.0578
Song Leader Adam Bohanan Hayden Clark Evangelists
1st prayer Dwight Osteen Alan Stilts Don Hooton 936.443.6230
Scripture Reading Chris Chapman — 1Thess. 4:1-12 Mickey Chandler — 1Cor. 1:4-10 E WOODLANDSCHURCHOFCHRIST org
@
Lord Supper COdy Betton Al Suarez z faCehoﬂk.CUm,’wnndlandschurchofchnst
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