
 

1 

 

 

June 27, 2020 

Published for the members and guests of the Woodlands church of Christ  1500 Wellman Road | Shenandoah | 77384 | 281.367.2099 

 

An Amazing Quality of God 
By David McClister 
 
God is beyond our comprehension, and that is just the fact of 
the matter. This does not mean that God is completely incom-
prehensible, nor does it mean that we can never have certainty 
concerning what we know about God. It means, instead, that 
we will never be able to understand God fully. As amazing as 
the human mind is, it can never fully grasp him. We can under-
stand, in limited ways, the things he has told us in his word, but 
even in the Bible we are told things about God that are too 
deep for us to know or understand completely. 
 
A good example is God’s providential activity by which he caus-
es all things to accomplish his purpose, even those things that 
people do that are meant to oppose God and thwart his plans. 
Management of that order would be difficult to imagine even if 
we had in mind a small, limited set of things, but when we un-
derstand that God controls and works everything in the uni-
verse, and every human action, for the accomplishment of his 
will, the concept is too much for us to comprehend. It is no 
wonder that Paul remarked “Oh, the depth of the riches both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are 
His judgments and unfathomable His ways!” (Rom 11.33). In a 
similar vein, he said “Thanks be to God for his unspeakable 
gift” (2 Cor 9.15). 
 
Other examples would be the power of God, the knowledge 
and wisdom of God, the holiness of God, the eternity and un-
changeableness of God, and other such attributes. It would be 
silly for any human to think that he/she could understand any 
one of these in all of their depth and profundity, let alone all of 
them. In fact, there are several scenes in the Bible where God 
became angry at people for thinking that they had God “all 
figured out.” What we know about God from the Bible is a 
small part of a tiny fraction of the whole truth about him. The 
entire truth about him cannot be contained in our limited 
minds. 
 
It may be that the most mysterious and the most difficult-to-
comprehend quality of God is his love. God’s love for us is un-
conquerable and unconditional. We can see imperfect exam-
ples of this in our world, but to know this truth absolutely, to 
know this truth about God in all its depth, is beyond us. Allow 
me to explain what I mean. 
 
The love that a mother or father has for their children is a mar-
velous thing. It is ingrained and natural, and it is one of the 
strongest bonds and forces in this world. All kinds of heroic 
things have been done and all kinds of tremendous sacrifices 
have been made by parents for their children, all because of 
love. What other force on this earth is comparable to it? 
 
One of the strange things about love is that it both empties us 
and fills us at the same time. A mother spends herself for years 
for the good of her children, and in the process she becomes 
drained physically, emotionally, and in other ways too. But that 

same love also fills a mother with joy, purpose, satisfaction, 
and peace. A couple may be perfectly happy in their love for 
each other, but that love is expanded tremendously when chil-
dren come into the picture. Parents realize that they experi-
enced more of love after they had children than before. Their 
children, and the relationship of love between them, fills par-
ents up in a way that they could not have known, predicted, or 
foreseen. 
 
I mention all of this as an analogy to God. I believe that our 
capacity to love is a direct reflection of our Maker’s image. We 
are able to love because we are made in the image of God who 
is love. If we can understand something of how marvelous hu-
man love is, then we can begin to understand something of 
God’s love too. 
 
The Bible is clear: God loves us, he loves his children dearly (in 
fact, he loves the entire world of people). Like little children, 
we need God for everything, and what a wonderful blessing it 
is that God gives us all we need physically and spiritually, and 
that he guides us cares for us. It is easy to think of all the rea-
sons we love God, and why we should love him more all the 
time. 
 
What is difficult to comprehend is that God, as our spiritual 
Father, is somehow “fulfilled” by our relationship with him, by 
our love for him. Just as parents are fulfilled by the loving rela-
tionship they have with their children, there seems to be some 
mysterious sense in which even God himself is fulfilled by the 
relationship between us and him. Just as human couples with-
out children are lacking a great dimension of the experience of 
love, there seems to be some mysterious sense in which God 
himself is unfulfilled and, in a sense, lacking, without us, his 
children. Not only do we need our Father, but in some way, 
God our Father needs us.* God dwells in us, but we also dwell 
in Him (John 6.56; 14.20; 15.4; 1 John 4.13). In the end, not 
only are we going to inherit what the Father has stored up for 
us, but the Bible also says that God will inherit us (Eph 1.18). 
And there is a sense that things are not completely right – ei-
ther with us or with God – until that happens. When the saints 
are home in heaven, not only will we be filled up with all the 
glory and love of God in a way that we cannot begin to imagine 
here, but also God will be filled up too. 
 
Of course, it is almost impossible to imagine any sense in which 
God could be said to be incomplete or lacking anything. By his 
very nature God has every good quality in infinite measure. 
And yet, in some strange way, he desires us, he loves us, and 
we fill him up. How that can be, I will not pretend to under-
stand. The very fact of it alone is almost unimaginable. But it is 
there in the Bible. I don’t understand how it could be this way 
with God, but I rejoice that it is because it gives us hope and 
security to know that, in some strange way, God wants and 
needs us just as much as we want and need him. I think it pro-
vides us with one more reason to believe that God will not fail 
to save his people in the end. 
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NEXT WEEK’S SERVICE &  
WORSHIP ASSIGNMENTS  

8:30 AM | July 5 10:00 AM | July 5 Contact Information 

Communion Preparation n/a n/a Elders 

Sound Booth n/a n/a Keith Arrants                   936.582.1244 

Foyer 1/Greeting n/a n/a George Chapman              281.298.1303 

Foyer 2/Usher n/a n/a Norman Davis                    832.326.2966    

SongLeading n/a n/a Don Hooton                        936.443.6230 

1st Prayer n/a n/a Deacons   

Scripture Reading n/a n/a John Beighle                       806.367.3389 

Communion n/a n/a Adam Bohanan                  281.798.1093  

Bread n/a n/a Brian Clark                          281.513.0706 

Fruit of Vine n/a n/a Gary LeBlanc                      281.292.0262 

Contribution n/a n/a Craig Preuss                       832.477.0578 

Assist n/a n/a Evangelists 

Assist n/a n/a Don Hooton                       936.443.6230 

Preaching Don H. Don H. Website 

2nd Prayer n/a n/a www.woodlandschurchofchrist.org 

Announcements n/a n/a Office Phone 

InterService Clean—Foyer /Bath n/a n/a 281.367.2099 

InterService Clean—Auditorium n/a n/a Church Email 

Doors Open @8 | Lockup @11:30 n/a n/a woodlandschurchofchrist@gmail.com 

                     N E W S    N O T E S  
UPDATED PRAYER LIST 
• REASON TO REJOICE! Alyssa Preuss was 

baptized in Christ last week! We rejoice with 
Alyssa, her family and the angels in Heaven! 

• Edwina Harleyson and Daniel Hooton have 
both asked for prayers after being exposed 
to COVID.  Both are awaiting test results. 

• Mark Birdwell will have more tests (cat 
scans) for followup after he injured his ribs. 

• Several of our senior members who are con-
fined in their senior home and still unable to 
get out are feeling blue and would love your 
prayers, cards and calls: the Halls, Bill 
Hooton, Linda Peterson, the Yaws. 

• Erin Dulin’s mother, Carol Lee, is healing. 
• Craig Preuss’ dad, Arthur, was diagnosed last 

week with stage 2 kidney cancer that is re-
movable and not expected to spread.  Sur-
gery is scheduled for early August. 

• Dehbrenda Preuss’ dad, Bill Harrelson, is 
continuing treatments for his cancer and 
needs continuing prayers. 

• Connor Foster, the boyfriend of Preuss’ 
daughter Lindsay, is improving in ICU at 
Woodlands Memorial Hermann after surgery 
to repair his spine after a swimming acci-
dent. 

• Willie & Rita Ray’s daughter, Kimberly 
Dyniewski, had an MS relapse about two 
weeks ago and has made some improve-
ment. 

• Jenica St John’s dad, Bob St John, is home 
after a procedure on Monday, improving, 
and is hoping to be placed on the kidney 
transplant list by next week. 

• ECONOMIC CHALLENGES.  There are still 
some of our church family who have had pay
-cuts, furloughs, and job loss.  Please let the 
elders know.  There are many who are ready 
to help.   

• PRAY FOR PEACE. There is much unrest and 
much hurt and hatred in our society. It is 

frightening for many, and there are many 
civil servants and private citizens putting 
themselves in harm’s way to keep peace. 
There are also many people hurting as evi-
denced by what caused the protests that 
were peaceful. You can make a difference by 
loving all of them, listening to them and em-
bracing them - especially people of color. 
Love everyone and pray for everyone. 

   —See Enews for Ongoing Prayer List 
 

MEETINGS, EVENTS, SINGINGS & STUDIES  
• Sunday Worship Assemblies 

• Reserved seating for members and those 
who regularly attend with us. Please con-
tact an elder if there is any change 
planned in upcoming weeks: if you 1) will 
be out of town, 2) are changing your time 
slot (from last Sunday) or, 3) if you will 
have more than your family.  
 

• KIDzONLY Summer BIBLE CLASSES | 
LiveStream Sundays, 8:00 a.m. 

• TEEN Summer BIBLE CLASS |  
Zoom Sundays, 2:30 p.m. 

• Summer ADULT CLASSES 
• Songs Outside The Psalter |  

LiveStream Sundays, 1:30 p.m. 
• Psalm 119 | The Psalm of the Word  

LiveStream Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m. 
• BUILDING STRONG FAMILIES | (ZOOM, 7/5) 
• 2:52 Kids Class [2-12] | (TBA) 
• TEENS STUDY [13-18] | (TBA) 
• YOUNG ADULTS | (TBA) 
• TEEN DEVO [12-18] | (TBA) 
• ADULT STUDY [30/40] | (TBA) 
• BARNABAS GROUP | See Leo Betancourt 
• WORKDAY | 8/1, 8-10 am 
• YOUTH LECTURES | with Caleb Churchill and 

Andy Harrison | Sat-Sun, 8/8-9 
• MEETING with Ben Hall | 9/13-16 
• WOMEN’S DAY with Sarah Sanford Lyon | 

10/10 
• MEN’S DAY with David McClister | 11/7 
 

DIRECTORY UPDATES 
• We would like all families to update their 

information and ALL worship leaders to do 
the same. If you have any questions about 
the DIRECTORY application of our website, be 
sure to see Brian Clark. he most recent print-
ed directory is in the foyer for members.  

 
OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 
• WOULD YOU TEACH? Contact John Beighle  

for info on teaching in September. 
• HOSPITALITY? Marissa Suarez will coordinate 

food for members who need assistance dur-
ing an extended recovery period after 

   surgery or for the family at a funeral. We     
 need a new volunteer to begin July through 
 December. 

Attendance 
InPerson 
Average 

Last-
Month  

Virtual 
Average 

Last-
Month  

InPerson 
Last 

Week 

Virtual 
Views 
Last 

Week 

KidzOnly Bible Class n/a 14 n/a 5 

High School ZOOM n/a 13 n/a 8 

Sunday Adult Class n/a 14 n/a 21 

Sunday Worship AM 100 85 151 45 

Sunday Worship PM n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Wednesday PM n/a 29 n/a 7 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING 
• Week Twenty-six (beginning 6/28) 

• Read Psalm 25, 75, 125 
• Memorize Psalm 25:4-7 

• Signup for weekly reminders at 
https://www.remind.com/join/
weeklymemo 

https://www.remind.com/join/weeklymemo
https://www.remind.com/join/weeklymemo

