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Live as Servants of God

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the
passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep
your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they
speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds
and glorify God on the day of visitation. Be subject for the Lord's
sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as
supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do
evil and to praise those who do good. For this is the will of God,
that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of
foolish people. Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. Honor
everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor
(1Peter 2:11-17).

By Don Hooton
For a decade before the outbreak of the American Revolution in
1775, tensions was building between American colonists and
British leaders before the Lexington and Concord skirmishes that
kicked off the armed conflict in April 1775. By the following summer, rebels were waging full-scale war that culminated on July
2nd when the Continental Congress formally adopted the Declaration of Independence, written largely by Jefferson, and signed
later in August. Yet, violence afterwards never formally ended
until 1783. And it was not until 1781, after the French helped
the Continental Army force a British surrender at Yorktown,
Virginia, that the American colonists effectively won their independence. The 4th of July is our nation’s day to celebrate all the
events that led to that independence.

For early Christians, whether it was the unfair taxation of Rome
through the tax-collectors, the evil persecution of people because of their religious preference or the mocking of the immoral masses, Peter said that unbelievers were to see our behavior
as honorable, glorifying God and full of good deeds: Honoring
everyone; Loving all Christians; Showing Reverence for God in all
you do: And manifesting respect for whatever King is in charge
of the land.

But in those events that led to independence, there is much to
admire in their bravery and to disdain for their vileness in this
tension and violence that went on for two decades. Americans
today may romanticize their heroics and offer them saintly status in the halls of freedom; but the reality of war and all things
connected to it has been aptly described as “hell” by General
Sherman (1820-91) for good reason. Many Christians fought in
that war and many died – as well as in wars thereafter. It is reported that over 1.2 million people have died and nearly half of
those numbers in the Civil War. But many soldiers lived through
those wars – and many average people as well. And many did
not fight.

Sadly, this is not what I have seen in some Christians, in social
media, and even in some pulpits. While I have worked very hard
to live up to the duty to which Peter’s words demand, my past is
littered with foolishness for which I am ashamed. Jesus turned
the tables on money changers, but He never beat up people.
Jeremiah laid peacefully on his side proclaiming the ruin of the
nation, but he never razed things to the ground. And Paul, even
when his fellow believer was wrong in his prejudicial and unjust
treatment of Gentile believers, he went to him and spoke face
to face with him – without any threats or inuendo on his character. Sheathing the sword is not just about the sharp instrument
that can extract life from a person – it is also about the words,
attitudes, and actions in which we engage that kill and maim.

Our moment in time in 2020 where the world around us is going
crazy and things seem out of control should be seen in this pursuit for freedom. Some today vent their “freedom defending”
chants online – Some “protest” in the streets – and some engage in “violence”. It should be remembered that our nation
began with the same uneasiness and was scattered with unlawful acts and unscrupulous activities justified because it was war:
“Give me liberty – or give me death!”

How about you?

So, how should Christians live in violent times, whether there
are Revolutions or Civil Wars?

Whether it is face-masks or taxation, incivility or injustice (all of
which are held by different people as the more noble and most
significant threat to our democracy than any other), let me tell
you what threatens our nation – and every other nation in this
world – more than anything else: When Christians stop listening
to Christ and what He has called them to be in every generation
and in every culture.

When Jesus told Peter to sheath his sword because “those who
live by the sword will die by the sword” (c.f. Matthew 26:52), He
was announcing the higher kingdom to which all of His disciples
are called: “If my kingdom were of this world, then My servants
would be fighting…” (John 18:36). The answer to the question
about how Christians must respond is not articulated by the
hallowed halls of history but in the sacred pages of Scripture.

Let your voice be heard for righteousness. But do not let it be
drowned out by your unrighteous ways.

How were Christians urged to respond to their Herods and their
Caesars?
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UPDATED PRAYER LIST
•

NEXT WEEK’S SERVICE &
WORSHIP ASSIGNMENTS

8:30 AM | July 12

10:00 AM | July 12

C. Latson
A. Bohanan

C. Latson
S. Jones

Keith Arrants
George Chapman

936.582.1244
281.298.1303

L. Betancourt

A. Suarez

Norman Davis

832.326.2966

N. Davis
G. Chapman
Mike Harvey — Rom 6:1-10

J. Chandler
L. Cockrell
C. Ford — I Thess 5:1-11

Don Hooton
Deacons
John Beighle

936.443.6230
806.367.3389

Communion

L. Betancourt

D. Haas

Adam Bohanan

281.798.1093

Bread
Fruit of Vine

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

Brian Clark
Gary LeBlanc

281.513.0706
281.292.0262

Contribution

n/a

n/a

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

Craig Preuss
Evangelists
Don Hooton

832.477.0578

Assist
Assist
Preaching

D. Hooton

D. Hooton

Website

2nd Prayer

K. Arrants

S. Jones

www.woodlandschurchofchrist.org

A. Bohanan

B. Clark

Office Phone

InterService Clean—Foyer /Bath

N/T Davis

D/T Hooton

281.367.2099

InterService Clean—Auditorium

A/S Bohanan

C/L Ford

Church Email

J. Beighle

M. Chandler

woodlandschurchofchrist@gmail.com

Communion Preparation
Sound Booth
Foyer 1/Greeting
Foyer 2/Usher
SongLeading
1st Prayer
Scripture Reading

Announcements

Doors Open @8 | Lockup @11:30

Contact Information
Elders
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936.443.6230

