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en” (Matthew 6:1).
“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting
may be seen by others” (Matthew 6:16–18).

Virtue Signaling
by Don Hooton
British journalist James Bartholomew has been credited with
originating the term "virtue signaling" in an article in The
Spectator in 2015 which has been defined as "the action or
practice of publicly expressing opinions or sentiments intended to demonstrate one's good character or the moral
correctness of one's position on a particular issue."

Now, what does that mean? It means if you gave money to a
good cause, don’t brag about it. It means if you’ve been crying alone as you pray and skipped a meal, you wash your
face before you walk out of that room and then. don’t put it
on Twitter. While Paul shared what was in his heart, he wasn’t trying to get praise (c.f. 2Corinthians 2:5); He told them
how much he loved them and how much he wanted them to
be that kind of tenderhearted person.

For example, if someone tells everyone, especially on social
media, that they strongly support a certain cause just because they want to show others how caring they are, that
person is virtue signaling. Another example would be observing how someone has changed his profile picture to
show his support for ________ insert any social cause and
people might ask, “Has he donated money or time? Is he
giving English lessons? Is he making a room available?” Does
our actions match our words? But this is more than that –
what is it really that motivates them both.

So, be discerning and beware of performances; People can
tell when you are planning them.
Yet, Jesus in the same sermon said, “You are the light of the
world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do men light
a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives
light to all in the house. Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father who is in heaven” (5:14–16).

Vivid evidence of it could be found on social media where
people want to be seen as a good or charitable person by
the causes they support or donate. Even companies do this
when they’ll change an issue in their terms of service following a public controversy, because they want to improve their
public image.

So here is the point: Virtue-signaling is about you. You want
people to know you and how wonderful you think you are.
Jesus censures that. Light Sharing is about God. You want to
live in a way that glorifies God and you want the subject of
your sentences to begin with Him and not you. We can’t pick
and choose what we do in obedience to Him – we are willing
to do it all. And there will rarely be anytime to tell anyone,
“Did you see how I…..”

A recent example used (that I have participated in) was the
ALS Ice Bucket Challenge, in which participants were expected to dump a bucket of freezing cold water on their
head and/or donate money to charities dealing with ALS (a
neurodegenerative disease). The virtue signaling in this case
was not donating – but the many people who participated in
the challenge who did so without making a donation, suggesting that they cared more about participating in the
event and the attention it gather rather than the virtue of
the cause.

God knows what is in our hearts. It would do us all good to
know what is in our own hearts, as well.
Think on these:
People are more important than personal rights (Phil
2:3-5; Rom 14:15).
Liberties are to be used to glorify God, not self (1 Pet
2:16).
Heavenly citizenship is greater than earthly citizenship (Phil 3:20-21).
Grumbling and complaining are sinful, opposite of
being lights in a dark world (Phil 2:14-16).
Christ died for all “that those who live might no
longer live for themselves but for him who for
their sake died and was raised” (2 Cor 5:15).
– Doy Moyer

While it has now become a pejorative term, it has descended into a meaningless political buzzword into day’s society
where someone accuses someone of virtue signaling as an
act of virtue signaling in itself and the result is mayhem in
many parts.
Jesus is pretty clear:
“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other
people in order to be seen by them, for then you will
have no reward from your Father who is in heav1
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